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BOOK THE FIRST. 

CONTAIKS A NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE OF THE BEY. 
ALOTSIUS GENTILI, FROM HIS BIRTH UNTIL BIS ADMI9- 
SION INTO THE INSTITUTE OF CHARITY. 



CHAPTER I. 

CONTENTS : THE PARENTAGB^-^COUNTRY — MRTH — AND 
STUDIES OF ALOYSIUS GENTILI*. HE TAKES THE DEGREE OF 

DOCTOR IN LAWS ^PRACTICES SUCCESSFULLY AT THE BAR 

— AND SUBSEQUENTLY ABANDONS ALL FORENSIC PURSUITS. 

L Toward» the end of the last century, Joseph 
Gentili quitted his native place, callcd Citta Ducale, in 
the kingdom of Naples, in order to fix his residence at 
Rome. To this step, he was urged by a benevolent 
uncle, the Rev. Joseph Marconi, at that time Professor 
of Divinity in the Roman College, and Missionary 
Apostolic, — a Clergjnnan not less distinguished by his 
ecclesiastical leaming than for the reputation of 
singular virtue, in which he died. The truth of this 
statement may be attested by not a few conspicuons 
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liTÌng personages, to wbom he iras ìntìmatel j known. 
After the usuai oonrse of stndy, wìth hìs uncle's 
«ssistaiìce, Joseph Gentili iras enabled to adopt the 
legai piofessiaii, and to practìse as an attomej. Having 
thns secnred the means of eaming a Tespectable Hveli- 
hood, at the proper age, he took to wife Maiy Ann 
Goraccarìni, a comelj and TÌrtuons jonng woman of 
good Boman fiumi j. Grodwaspleasedto blesa theìr union 
irith a nnmerons progeny. Of iheìr eìght male and 
two female chìldien, the firstbom was Alojsins, the 
hero of the followìng narratÌYe. 

n. To these honest and worthj paients, he owed 
Ids birth in the metropolis of the Christian world, on 
the 14th Jnlj-, 1801, a day consecrated to the memoiy 
cf the glorìous Doctor and Cardinal, Saint Bonaventnie. 
Wherefore, this was added to hìs other Christian names, 
TÌz. Aloysins, Bonarenture, Francis^ and Camillns, 
which, the day after his birth, he receÌTed at the 
baptismal font in the then parochial, but now sup- 
pressed, chnrch of St. Sayionr. His first entrance ìnto 
the world, was accompanied bj two erents, which 
seem not imdeserving of record. The first was that 
on the same day, there took place in Bome a solenm 
fìmction with the attendance of ali the dergj, proces- 
sionallj conT^ring a Terj ancìent and much revered 
lìkeness of oor Blessed Bedeemer to a chapel denomi- 
nated '* ad sonda sandonaHy^^* in order to obtain the 
protection of the Ahnightj against those erils, with 
which Europe, and hapless Italj in particular, were 
threatened bj the French armìes under their first 
Consul, Napoleon, in the jear 1801, and which appre- 

* Ad saneta Sanctomm ìs the title of a Banciiiaiy on the 
■aminit of the Scala Saneta : under its aitar were deponted 
by Pope Leo the Third, some precioos lelics, in a shrine of 
crpresB wood, with the inscrìption ad saneta sanctomm. 
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hensìons were, at a later period, iinfortunately realized. 
The second remarkable circumstance is, that this Roman 
infant in Rome, liad for sponsor at bis cliristening a 
pious and benevolent patrician of Roveredo, named 
Francesco Brunatti, wbo bequeathed at bis deatb a 
considerable estate, to procure an educational mainten- 
ance in the Atbens of the Catholic world, for some of 
bis youthful countrymen, gifbed with talents for one or 
other of the fine arts. At that time, who could bave 
prognosticated that thirty years afler, another illus- 
trious patrician of Roveredo,* would form an alliance 
of intimate friendship with Aloysius Gentili — ^receive 
bim into the same Religious Society — and be unto 
bim as a father, leader, and master for the remainder 
of bis life? 

IIL The boy, Aloysius, was sent to scbool at an 
early age by bis parents, so that when he was little 
more than sixteen years old, after finishing the usuai 
course of bumanities and philosophy, under clerica! and 
secular professors in the Roman College, he obtained 
matriculation among the students of jurisprudence at 
the Roman university, called the Sapienza. Let it not 
be supposed that the tender age of the new aspirant 
was any hindrance to bis progress in leaining, on the 
contrary, bis scholastic testimonialsf aver that, although 
the youngest in bis class. Gentili carried off nearly ali 
the first bonours, and that in one year alone he obtaine4 

* The Rev. Antonio Rosmini, Foander of the Institute of 
Charity. 

f The foUowing is a copy of one of these documento: 
** Aloysius Gentili optimsa spei, atque acrìs ingenii adolescens, 
quod miro in literas, honestatem, virtutem flagrat amore, 
alacremque humanioribus discipUnìs dat operam idque palam 
hoc primo ingenii experimento fecerit, censorum judicio 
praemio donatus est decimo tertio KaL Febniarii 1815." 
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foTir prizes. Dnrìiig the first year of bis legai studìes, 
he uras nofc onlj piomoted anumg the graduates, 
approyed of bj the court (called the Curia lunocen- 
ziana), but also named a Solicitor. FinaUj, in the 
fourth jear, he was declared with apphiuse of the 
fkculty, Doctor of both canon and cìtìI laws. With 
the serious study of codes and decretals, (mentili assidu- 
ouslj oombined other literary and artìstic occnpations 
not less useful than agreeable. For a long time^ also, 
he diligentlj attended the Ardueological lectures of 
Professor Nibbj. It was the method of this eminent 
antiquary to conduct bis pupils, once a week, to one or 
other of Bome's statelj ruins, and there, amid material 
Testiges, and locai associations, to descant eloquentlj 
upon the monumentai grandeur of the pasL From 
these interestìng excnrsions» Grentili iras never absent. 
It is related that, on one occasion, some o£ bis fellow- 
students, either through indolence, or fear, excused 
themselres £nom following their master into the cata- 
combs, where it is said Scipio's tomb was found, when 
Alojsius undauntedlj seìzing a torch, led the waj, and 
at the same tìme attentivelj listened to every word, 
which fell from the lips of the erudite preceptor. He 
also ardentlj paìd bis court to the muses. In poetiy, 
we opme, that he would bave dìstinguished himsel^ 
had he cultivated it professionallj. His faTourite poet 
was, of course. Dante ; wbose " Divine Comedy" he 
could almost recite bj heart. Among his own poetical 
compositions may be specially mentìoned an el^y 
dedicated to the Duke de Montmorencie, at that time 
ambassador from France to the Holj See ; this poem 
was occasioned bj the death of a young English lady,* 

* Miss Bathmat This noble yomi^ lady, not yet cut of ber 
teena, was rìding in the AmbassadoPs company along the banks 
of the Tyber, when her reative palfrey atumbled and pluaged 
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who was drowned in the Tyber, near Torre di Quinzio, 
1823. But, having before bis departure for upper 
Italy, as we sbail hereafter bave oocasion to relate, 
destroyed many of bis manuscripts, especially in verse, 
we bave no specimen left of bis poetical vein to offer to 
our readers : but tbe faci of bis baving been elected a 
member of tbe Roman and Arcadian academies at tbe 
carly age of nineteen years, may be given as a proof of 
tbe literary estimation in wbicb be was beld. 

IV, From poetry, he knew also bow to tum bis 
attention to mechanical science, and the art of design^ 
wbicb he occasionally exercised, according to times and 
circmnstances. Wben be was yet a child, be deligbted 
in tbe oonstraction of doUs, and puppet sbows, for th« 
purpose of affording some innocent bousebold amuse- 
ment to bis parents, friends, and younger brotbers. 
l^j bimself, be could manage to make tbe stage and 
scenes, and bave tbe fìgures well dressed. Everything 
that he bad seen at a public tbeatre was admirably 
imitated in miniature. When older and already a 
student of pbìiosophy, he limited tbis tbeatrical pas- 
time to the autumnal vacations. Instead, be used to 
occupy bimself with inventing and fabricating various 
pbysical instruments, among «vbich, bis family stili 
remember some well formed kaleidoscopes and electrical 
machines. He displayed similar industry and skill in 
omamentìng a little aitar, that soon took the place 
of bis tbeatre, wbicb, with ali ita appurtenances, he 
disposed of to provide bis new oratory with more 
appropriate decorations. From bis motber and aunts 
be solicited and obtained fine linen, and costly stuffs to 
make surplices, albs, and otber ecclesiastical vestments. 

into the rìver. The borse was rescned ; but bis fair charge 
perìshed in a walery grave. Tf report speak true the body 
was Dever foiind. 
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In the diminutive sanctuary, he kept an ever buming 
lamp ; and on festal day», he would assemble his little 
brothers and other boys of their age, in order to form a 
domestic, yet solemn procession, with cross and banners, 
&c. The greatest display was, however, reserved for 
the festival of his own patron saint, Aloysius. The 
little aitar was then adomed as richly as possible, and 
the antipendiiim as well as the steps, were tastefìilly 
decorated with flowers. He was also one of the number 
annually chosen to perform this pious office, at the 
magnificent aitar, of St. Aloysius Gk)nzaga, in the 
Church of St. Ignatius, adjoining the Roman College. 
V. Having become a lawyer at the age of twenty- 
one, in order to improve himself in practice as a special 
pleader at the bar, Gentili obtained a place in 
the office of the Advocate Galimberti, auditor to one 
among the judges of that famous tribunal called the 
" Eota.'* The young lawyers placed under the direc- 
tion of thesé auditors, are commonly called Segreti di 
Huota; in this capacity, Gentili remained two years ; 
after which, he was soon caUed to exercise his profes- 
sion as a special advocate. He was not long in 
acquiring a reputation, which was increased by his 
successful and triumphant pleading in the two first 
suits, which he defended in public court. Whereupon 
several briefs were ofiered to him, especially by persona 
connected with the bar. To an ardent and aspiring 
young man this success was a dangerous tanptation, 
calculated to fiatter his pride and to fili his heart with 
the vain hope and prospect of a brilliant fortune upon 
earth. But the supreme Buler had otherwise decreed. 
We shaU soon see how, by an all-wise providence. 
Gentili was awakened from his dream, and became 
oonscious of the magical delusion, with which> the 
world was about to deceive him. 
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VL To study stili more profoundlj that particular 
branch of jurisprudence to which he had devoted him- 
self, he made a collection of ali the decisions Coram 
Consalvi, the name of the judge before whom they 
vere argued, when Auditor of the Bota. In this 
elaborate work, Grentili had arranged eveiy question in 
chronological order ; giving, besides an index, a 
suxnmaiy of the arguments on both sides. This per- 
formance, the resxilt of much labour and research, he 
intended to publish, if his mind had not been sud- 
denlj tumed therefrom bj an unforeseen metamor- 
phosis. While prosecuting his legai researches, he 
was induced to court the notice of the beforementioned 
Auditor, the illustrious Cardinal ConsalrL This emi- 
nent personage, who subsequently became Pope Pius 
the Seventh's secretary of state, was not dilatory in 
according his fayour and patronage to the talented 
young advocate. The dignity of judge, to which the 
latter aspired as a step to higher honours, was promised; 
but the death of the Cardinal in the mean time, 
quashed the lofty designs of both patron and client. 

VIL This adverse, or rather providential stroke of 
fortune, made such an impression on the disappointed 
Gentili, that he immediately abandoned every thing 
connected with forensic studies; indeed, so strong 
became his aversion, that he could not bear to hear the 
Law mentioned as a subject of conversation. If at 
dinner, or supper, any question of the kind was mooted 
by his father, or brothers, who were also engaged in 
legai business, Aloysius would silently quit the table, 
and retire alone to his own chamber. 
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CHAPTER IL 

ALOYSIUS GENTIU TURNS HIS ATTENTION TO THE STUDY 
OF MODERN LANGUAGES — OF MUSIC AND OF SONG. HE IS 
KNIGHTED — ^BECOMES A TEACHER OF THE ITALL/^ — ^APPLIES 
HIMSELF TO AGRICULTURE. 

Vili. The desire so powerftJ in the human heart, of 
rising superior to adversity, and of making a brilliant 
appearance in public, though crushed for a time in this 
high-spirited young man, soon recovered its wonted 
strength in a different direction. The ex-advocate 
determined upon applying himself strenuously to the 
acquisition of the principal modem languages, hoping 
thereby to enter upon a new career of glory and profit. 
For this purpose, he secluded himself from ali his 
friends and acquaintances. The domestics were required 
to give to every visitor who made any enquiry about 
him the following answer: that Signor Gentili junior 
was too busily engaged to be disturbed by anybody. 
Even his nearest relations saw but little of him, except 
at meal times. Studying indefatigably for almost 
twelve months the English, French, and Spanish, with- 
out the aid of any master, he kept to his chamber and 
his books. His parents and brothers, by whom he was 
tenderly beloved, were grieved beyond measure, as 
they feared this strange and laborious application could 
only be the cause or effect of some menta! derangement. 
At the end of the year, however, thinking himself 
sufficiently versed in the beforementioned languages, 
especiaUy the English, he began to reappear in public, 
to visit company, especially of foreigners — ^preferring 
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the society of the latter, who abound in Rome, for the 
purpose of exercising himself in the pronunciation of 
those languages whìch he had leamed in solitude. His 
diurnal and noctumal application as a lingtdst had been 
80 assiduous, that foreigners were astonished at his 
proficiency in their respective idioms, and were it not 
for his inaccurate accent, they could hardly have 
credited him to be an untravelled Italian. 

IX. In order to increase his accomplishments, 
besides his polyglotic studies, he began to cultivate a 
taste for music. He could already play tolerably well 
upon the guitar, when he took a fancy to a piano forte. 
This instrument, without consultation, he soon pur- 
chased: it was no sooner conveyed to his apartment 
than he commenced a musical overture, ivhile the 
discordant sounds elicited by the untutored musician, 
excited the jeers and laughter of ali the inmates of the 
house. However, naturally adventurous and per- 
severing, he was not to be deterred by any difficulty, 
and henceforth, he seemed to breathe for nothing but 
music, which, both yocally and instrumentally, he 
resolved to cultivate under the direction of the best 
masters. At that time, the celebrated Rossini was 
composing in Rome some of his musical pieces, and 
Gentili everywhere was enthusiastic in their praise. 
He also assisted the Marquis Muti Papazurri, in 
establishing the philarmonical Academy. In this 
society of amateurs, he became at first a chorister, but 
the president having observed that he was in possession 
of a good bass voice, induced him to become one of the 
leading solo singers : at his first appearance in this capa- 
city he was received by his auditors with most fiattering 
applause. At this assembly, which took place in the Sini- 
baldi palace, the Austrian Ambassador, Coimt Appony, 
and the Fiench Ambassador, Viscount Chateaubriand, 
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were present, besides seyeral other dìplomatists and noble 
personages, both foreign and native, who afterwards 
personally congratulated with the novel dilettante. 
Shortly after, He was invited to sing at their concerts 
by the beforementioned Ambassadors. Similar compli- 
ments were also paid him at other evening parties, 
especially by the English. 

X. As I am not writing a panegyrical but an 
historical narrative of Gentili's life, I must not omit 
bere to mention one of those human weaknesses, which 
usually prevail among men who are ambitious and high- 
minded in the world's estimation. Owing to his 
frequent intercourse with persone of noble birth and 
rank from ali countries, he felt humbled and mortified 
at appearing among them without a title. Wherefore, 
to remedy this defect, he procured an introduction to 
Duke Sforza Cesarini, who had the privilege of creating 
Counts palatine, and Knights of the order of the 
Golden Spur.* Some time after, the Duke spontane- 
ously oflfered to the new candidate, the wished-for 
honour of knighthood, as a pledge of friendship, and 
as a reward for distinguished merit. Both these 
tokens were doubtless insignificant and paltry, if we 
look at them in a philosophical point of view. But 
are not aU other distinctions conferred by the world 
quite as ridiculous and trivial 7 Be this as it may, the 
young Cavalier was proud of his new dignity, and 
deeming himself inferior to few others in rank, he now 
began to assume a loftier hearing in the circles of 
fashion, and in the coteries of high life. 

* In the year 1539, Pope Paul the Third conceded these 
privileo^es to Alexander and Paul Sforza, Dukes of Milan, and 
their descendants. The Papal Bull has among others the 
foUowing clauee: Nec non quoscumque Militea aureatoa et 
Comites PalatinoB consimili facultate leg:itimandL 
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XI. About this time, he was requested by some 
£>reigners of bis acquaintance, to give them lessons in 
the Italian language. Aware how advantageous this 
occupation would be to improve bis own knowledge, as 
well as to extend bis connections, he, at length, con- 
sented to do so, at first gratuitouslj, to bis friends. 
But the rapid progress which they made, induced bim 
to become a professional teacher; and the friends whom 
he had abeady obliged, soon brought bim a large 
nnmber of distinguished pupils, especially from among 
the Englisb residents of the city. His abilities as an 
Italian master, be exercised for nearly two years in 
Rome. The summer seasons, bowever, were passed at 
Naples, wbere the air is usually less sultry and more 
agreeable than at Rome. 

At the end of two years, be found that the profits of 
his lectnres amounted to two thousand dollars. With 
this snm he purchased a fine yineyard and some otber 
land, situated on Monte Mario, near the Yatican. 
Having thus become a landlord, he tumed his atten- 
tion to farming. In order to unite theory with prac- 
tice, be began to enrich his library with works on 
agricnlture, and to study its science with bis wonted 
ardour and application. Grieved at seeing this bealtby, 
bonest, and useful employment, once so bigbly appreci- 
ated by the ancient Romans, now so mach neg- 
lected and despised by the modems, he resolved to 
make an effort to restore credit to the art of husbandry 
by his own example. Wberefore, soon after his land 
piirchase, he bought a pair of oxen, and in imitation of 
Cincinnatns and Cato, he foUowed the plough, instruct- 
ìng the rustics present in the true classical method of 
tilling the ground, and at the same time eidogising the 
excellencies, advantages, and happiness of their mode of 
life. But, as might haye been easily foreseen, in a 
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person delicately bred, his bodily strength was not 
equal to the vigour of his mind ; and on being over- 
taken by fever, his medicai advisers obliged him to giva 
up his ploughing exercise for the less laborious task of 
scribbling with his pen. 

XIL From what has hitherto been narrated it must 
not be inferred, with ali his youthfnl impetuosity, that 
Gentili was either irreligious or dissolute ; on the con- 
trary, ali the testimonials concerning his behaviour^ 
from childhood to manhood, bear witness to his Con- 
stant Christian piety and irreproachable manners. He 
not only abhorred and shunned every mean and shameful 
vice, but also faithfully performed ali those religious 
duties becoming his station in life. We have already 
observed, how as a child his inclinations tended towards 
sacred and ecclesiastical things. As a student in the 
Roman college, he was one of the youths chosen to foim 
the pious sodality of St. Aloysius-del- Giardino, so 
called on account of its members assembling for recrea- 
tion on holidays, in a garden belonging to the college. 
Here it may not be unworthy of remark, that it being the 
custom'for some pious clergyman to take under his charge 
ten of the boys as soon as they arrived, Gentili's decade 
was superintended by the Abate Mastai Ferretti — the 
now happily reigning Supreme Pontiff, Pius the Ninth. 
When he left the college for the university, he became 
a member there of another association, under the 
patronage of the Blessed Virgin. Of this pious congre- 
gation the then prefect was Monsignor Ostini, who was 
subsequently made a Cardinal of holy Church. But, 
certainly not the less important testimonial is that of his 
confessor, the Rev. John Marini, who attests, that Gentili 
usually approached the sacraments once a fortnight. 
Another no light proof of attachment to his creed, is 
the following circximstance : In his intercourse with 
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foreigners as a professor of languages, be oilben had to 
converse with Protestants, especiallj Anglicana; on 
these occasions, consìdering tbat he was not a theolo- 
gian, he prudentlj abstained iìrom commencing a con- 
troversial debate; stili, wben be was provoked by Pro- 
testants tbemselTCS, he did not decline the discussion, 
but displajed great leaming, fervour, and zeal in 
defending bis religion. More than once he had to con- 
tend with mìnisters and bisbops of the AngHcan 
Cbnrcb, wbo, after a long and warm dispute, wben 
pressed hard bj their opponent's cogent erudition acd 
logicai acumen, would finish bj saying, that " thej were 
satisfied with their own religion.'' ** And with mine, I 
am also perfectly contented," would be the final reply 
of the Catholic champion. It is remembered, howeyer» 
by bis brothers, that after these religious disputes, he 
sometimes retumed home in a state of violent agitation. 
By these preludes it would seem, that Providence pre- 
pared bim for those more obstinate and numerous com- 
bats he was afterwards to sustain with AngHcan errors 
in their native home. 

XIIL It was a deeply rooted religious sentiment that 
enabled Gentili to overcome that insensate but common 
prejudice or silly dread of what the world will say* 
Although he was very punctilious on the score of 
honour, he had the moral courage to decline a duel to 
which he was challenged by some offended friend. 
With the cause of the quarrel I am not acquainted, but 
ibis much is known, that jdelding to the fear of God, 
wbo condemns such an impious mode of settling a 
dispute, rather than to the fear of man. Gentili indig- 
nantly refused to fight, and preferred to meet the 
world's look of contempt and scorn with equal scom 
and contempt. 

Thus, although, fìrom the before-mentioned circum- 
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stances it may be sufficientlj inferred that Gentili, upon 
the whole, was a good, pious, and moral young man; 
yet was he stili ùki from that degree of Christian sanc- 
tity and perfection to which a merciful God had 
designed to raise Imn. 



CHAPTER ni. 

AFTER THE FAILURE OF A MATBDfONIAL PROJECT, GENTILI 
ABANDONS A SECCLAR FOR AN EGCLESIASTICAL STATE OF 
LIFE — ^mS WEAK HEALTH PREVENTS HIS ADMISSION AMONGST 
THE JESUITS. 

XIV. Grentili had now reached the twenty-seventh 
year of his age. He was tali and well inade in person, 
without being corpident, of noble appearance and dig- 
nified hearing. His hair was shiningly black, and his 
complexìon fair, thongh somewhat pale, with blue 
piercing eyes — his voice also was sonorons and agree- 
able. Besides the advantage of a prepossessing exterior, 
he was gifted with a retentive memory, a clear under- 
standing, a lively imagination, and a naturai eloquence. 
In addition to his accomplishments in jurisprudence 
literature, and other liberal arts and sciences, he was 
doctor, advocate, professor, and knight. At the sanie 
time he was in good pecuniary circmnstances, and in 
communication with a large circle of aristocratic friends 
and acquaintance. Indeed, he had apparently tri- 
umphed over his first reverse of fortune, and the 
brìghtest hopes now seemed to shine upon his path. 
One thing only might appear to be wanting to complete 
his felicity upon this earth, and that was, to find a con- 
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sort of congenial disposition, witH whom he could share 
or ratlier, increase bis liappiiiess. In this design, he 
was no doubt encouraged by bis parente, considering 
that he was the eldest son and the main-staj of the 
famìlj. In fact, in his memoirs I find, that he had 
fallen in love with a young English lady of noble birth 
and large fortune, Flattering himself that the affec- 
tion was mutuai, and that her parents entertained a 
high esteem of his own qualifications, he frankly made 
known to them his yrishes, and asked their consent to 
the marriage. But, contrary to his expectations, they 
answered, that he was welcome to yisit their house as a 
friend, but without making any pretensions to the 
hand of their daughter. In fine, to sever ali hopes on 
both sides, the young lady was inmiediately sent to 
England. This last disagreeable information was not 
made known to her lover until his next visit, which he 
came to make, not without hope of producing some 
change in his favour. 

XY. It would be drffiictilt, peradventure, to describe 
the tumult of affections which agitated the heart of the 
disconsolate Gentili on hearing this unanticipated piece 
of news, but we may form some notion thereof from the 
consequences which ensued. In the first place, he 
became utterly disenchanted with ali earthly pursuìts, 
and felt in himself a perfect conversion to the love of 
divine and celestial things. The worldling and the 
sceptic who have no faith in an all-wise disposer of 
events, and are ignorant of that divine omnipotent 
power which, descending from on high, penetrates and 
transforms, as it were, the old into a new man, usually 
attribute to an ignoble motive any sudden change in a 
Christian from vice to virtue — ^from disorder to regu- 
larity — or they ascribe its cause to the vexation of disap- 
pointment, or to a melancholy dejection of mind. But 
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they do not obs^rve how comparatively few there are 
among the dìscontented and unfortunate who take occa- 
8Ìon fì*om adversity to ameliorate their moral conduct 
according to the niles of evangelica! perfection. Chris- 
tian philosophy, on the other hand, ìndicates that 
reverses of fortune become causes or occasiona of moral 
improvement in man, only when directed to this end by 
the previous influence of Divine Grace, which illumines 
and aids the sorrow-stricken sufferer to profit by the 
bitter yet wholesome experience. In this case, the 
contempt of worldly goods does not proceed from 
despair of ever enjoying them again, or from any 
scomful spite against the inconstancy of fortnne, but 
from an interior conviction, that there is a higher and 
nobler happiness to be found, viz. : the Supreme Infi- 
nite Grood, which is God. Then, far from leading a life 
of dulness and gloom, the penitent finds and enjoys trae 
felicity. It seems incredible and incomprehensible to 
those, who have not passed through the ordeal, how the 
tears of repentance can be sweeter than the fatdts that 
made them flow, and superior even to every carnai 
delight. They do not iinderstand how the pleasnres so 
highly prized by themselves can be sincerely despised 
by the votaries of the Cross, who do so, nevertheless, 
just as aged philosophers contemn the toys and pastimes 
of childhood. 

XYI. But, from this digression let us return to our 
narrative. Gentili's conversion was not a mere transient 
feeling of disgust with the world, which irreligious 
men express when frustrated in their ambitious 
schemes. For no sooner had the parental guardians of 
his beloved announced that she had departed from the 
shores of Italy, than a veil seemed, as it were, to fall 
from his eyes, and thus he was enabled to see things in 
a new light. He became deeply convinced of the 
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Tanity of temporal, as well as the importance of eternai 
interests; and now he resolred to renounce the world 
from this time forward, in real eamest. Ab the inspi- 
ration was divine, so the resolution was efficacious and 
perserering. On his return home, his pictoiial and 
musical exercises were forthwith suspended; he dis- 
solyed his professional engagements^ withdrew fìx>m 
ali oonnections with public society, took leave of his 
dearest friends, deprived himself of ali yain superflu- 
ities, and keeping aloof as much as possible from 
esternai concerns, he shut himself up in an interior 
solitude» where he seemed to breathe nothing but love 
divine, and, doubtless, often repeating the well-known 
ejaculation: ''Deus meus et omnia." — ìlj €rod and my 
alL The perfections of the Deity — devotion to Grod'B 
blessed mother — ^the zeal of the apostles in preaching the 
gospel — ^the fortitude of the martyrs in shedding their 
blood for the faith — ^the penitential retirement of holy 
hermits, and the saintly joys of a perfectly Christian 
life— formed the topics of his conversation, as well as 
the subjects of his thoughts and desires. He now con- 
centrated his studies almost exclusively on the bible 
and other books of piety. The interior fervour, which 
bumed within, was not long in outwardly manifesting 
itsel£ Instead of visits to profane societies, academical 
meetings, and theatrical shows, he devoted his leisure 
hours to religious conferences with the most exemplary 
ecclesiastics, to attendance upon the sick in the public 
hospitals, and to other works of mercy. For the batter 
direction of his devotional ardour, in the year 1828, he 
became a member of the celebrated oratory founded by 
Father Caravita, whose rules of Christian virtue he 
faithfuUy foUowed. He would join the brethren in 
their practice of publicly singing the Bosary and the 
Litany through the etreets of Rome, when they proces* 

2 
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sionally left the oratory in the evening to return to 
their own homes. Moreoyer, to subdue false shame and 
human respect, when passing before a church in the day- 
time, in the presence of persons passing by, he would 
throw himself on his knees at the door of God's house, 
and offer up a short prayer. 

XVIL This extraordinary change in Gentili's 
deportment attracted the attention of not a few out of 
the many to whom he was known, and yarious were the 
opinions to which it gave rise. His parents and friends 
thought at first, that it might be only the transitory 
efiect of blighted hope or sudden contradiction. They, 
therefore, resorted to every means of diverting him 
from his present ideas, and tried to bring him back to 
his former sociable and merry mode of living. Others 
tumed him into ridicule, as a man who had lost his wits ; 
to this notion, indeed, certain extravagancies and devo- 
tional singularities, resulting from the first fervid 
impulses of his altered convictions, gave some pretext. 
To the first, however, he gave answer, that he did not 
yield to any sadness or affliction ; that, on the contrary, 
he never before enjoyed such sweet cuntentment and 
peace of mini He, moreover, entreated them to 
abandon the broad road of a sinful, mundane, fashion of 
life, and to walk in the narrow path of virtue, — to 
devote themselves wholly to the service of God and the 
salvation of their souls. In such a method alone could 
they find true wisdom and supreme felicity; ali else 
was nought but illusion, vanity, and affliction of spirit, 
Of those who derided his conduct, he took no further 
notice than to pity theirs, being well aware, in accord- 
ance with St. Paul's advice, how necessary it is to 
become a fool in the eyes of the world, in order to 
become wise unto salvation. " Stidtus fiat ut sit 
sapiens." (1 Cor. iii.) 
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XVIII. Withal, the violent and sudden cbange from 
gay living, and even Inxurious cheer to a retired peni- 
tential regimen, acted powerfuUy upon his corporeal 
frame, so that he was seized by an obstinate tertian ague» 
which he could not get rid of for fourteen months. 
Seeing that the disorder was not curable by their medi- 
cines, his physicians recommended the trial of an atmos- 
phere more salubrions than that of Rome. Conse- 
quently, accompanied by a favonrite brother, (to whom 
the present biographer is indebted for many anec- 
dotes recorded in this narrative,) Gentili went to 
reside in the small town of S. Gregorio, not far from 
TivolL After a few days, he removed to a more salu- 
brions lodging, in the Carmelite monastery of St, 
Maria Nuova, situate on an eminence near the town. 
But before his removal, a circumstance happened which 
I deem not unworthy to be recorded in this place. The 
town of S. Gregorio, with its adjacent territory» 
belonged to a nobleman named Pio. His agent, or 
steward, was Gentili's father, so that the two brothers 
on their arrivai had no difficulty in finding accommoda- 
tion at the baronial mansion. The care of soxds in the 
parish was divided between an Arch-priest and a Father 
Curate. Owing to some quarrel, unknown to the 
writer, there existed between the two ecclesiastics a 
notorious and scandalous enmity. In addition to this 
impropriety, the parochial Church was in a state of 
shameful disorder and neglect. Being a witness of 
these two serious inconveniences, the zeal of the fervent 
Gentili induced him to personally blame the Curate for 
his sinful and unbecoming example, in neglecting the 
honour of God's house, and harbouring rancour towards 
the Arch-priest. The Curate, somewhat surprised at 
this reproof, sought to excuse himself by saying, that 
the Church was not provided with sufficient funds to 
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keep it in better repair; and wìth r^ard to the second 
misdemeanoiir, he asserted, that the Arch-priest was the 
eulprit, and that, therefore, it was his duty to be the 
first to craye pardon, and ihen ali would be over* 
Against thìs plea Gìentìli nrged in a dìgnified 
manner, his own example, saying: "It occurred to me 
also to be offended, ìnsolted, and even challenged to a 
duel; nevertheless, I, shortly after, was the first to 
seek for and obtained reconcilìation, hj embracing my 
adyersary." This reprùnand, administered to the 
Curate bj the steward's son, was rumonred abroad, to 
the great edification of the people, while in the pnncipal 
delinqnent, it is said, it produced no good effect. 

XIX. In his new rural abode. Gentili remained 
about forty days; dnring which tìme his feyer was 
entirely subdued, and his health restored. Towards 
the end of Noyember, he retumed to Some, to b^in a 
new career. But, "while man proposes, God disposes." 
This proyerb was signally yerified in GentOi's life. 
We haye seen how he commenced as a lawyer, and 
weary of this profession, he aspired to an ofiice under 
Goyemment. After being thwarted in this design, he 
applied himself successiyely to the study of languages, 
of paìnting, of music, and of song; finaUy, he aimed at 
a rich wedding; but he was predestined by Diyine 
Proyidence to a sublimer state. It was apparently per* 
mitted him to pass through these difierent condìtions of 
life, the better to conyince him of the yanities and 
perìls of earthly goods, and the more safely to guide 
and fix him in an ecdesiastical and religious yocation. 

XX. From the moment that he renounced the world, 
he determined, that whateyer sacrifice he made to God 
should be made with heroical generosity. In order, 
therefore, to be able more efficaciously to promote the 
glory of God, and the extension of the Church of Jesus 
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Christ Tipon earth, he felt a strong desire to becomc 
an ecclesiastic not only, but a member also of some reli- 
gious institute approved bj the Apostolic See, and 
famed for its strìct observance of mie, as well as for ita 
active charity, and zeal in furthering God's honour and 
the salvation of men. Wherefore, he lost no time in 
Consulting some Jesiiit Fathers, who had then been 
re-appointed to the direction of the Roman college. As 
he frequented their school of divinity, he resolved to 
ask for admission into the society of St. Ignatius. Tliis 
occiirred when he was labouring under the intermit- 
tent fever before-mentioned. He frankly represented 
his wish to the Greneral of the society, but that discreet 
superior, on beholding his pale and emaciated counte- 
nance, advised him to attend first of ali to the recovery 
of his bodily health, and thus ayoid the risk of dis- 
missal from the novitiate should his distemper increase, 
as well as the vain conjectures whìch might be formed 
in public respecting its cause. 



CHAPTER IV. 

GENTILI FORMS A FRIENDSHIP WITH THE ABATE ANTONIO 
•ROSMINI, AND BECOMES HIS COMPANION IN THE INSTITUTE 
OF CHARITT. 

XXI. On receiving this answer. Gentili retumed 
to the bosom of his family, whence he removed for 
change of air, as was stated in the preceding chapter, to 
San Gregorio, the better to re-establish his health, 
which was now an indispensable condition for the 
accomplishment of his pious design. But God dis- 



22 LIFE OF THE REV. ALOYSIUS 6ENT1U. 

posed somewhat differently, for we shall soon see how 
it happened that Gentili became a religious and a 
priest, not among the Jesuits, but in the Institute of 
Charity. This new religious association had been 
scarcely in existence two years, when its foiinder, the 
Abate Antonio Rosmini, having commenced the forma- 
tion of a community at a place called Mount Calvary, 
near Domodossola, resolved to proceed to Bome, to get 
the mie of his Order examined and approved of by the 
Church. He arrived in the holy city towards the end 
of November, 1828, and remained there until May of 
the year 1830, that is, nearly eighteen months, during 
'which time, besides attending to the negociation about 
his Institute, he dictated and prìnted, ''Il nuovo Saggio 
sull 'origine delle Idee," (A new essay on the Origin of 
Ideas.) Among other works ready for press, he was 
advised to give the preference to this, by Cardinal 
Capellari, who introduced him to the reigning Pontiff, 
Pius the Eighth. His Holiness also was pleased to 
encourage Rosmini to persevere in his philosophical 
studies with these memorable words: "We live in 
times wherein it is necessary to guide men with the aid 
of reason." ♦ Owing to his great reputation for 

* It Ì8 worth wliile recording bere a enrions anecdote, which 
happened during Rosmini's interview with the Pope. While 
expatiating upon the proposition above enunciated, in order to 
corroborate it by an example, His Holiness took from the 
table a book, and pointing out, both to the Cardinal and 
to Rosmini an anonymons work, he highly commended the 
logie wherewith it was written, adding, without being aware 
that Rosmini was the author, ** that such was the way to reason 
with men now-a-days." He then asked Rosmini's opinion of 
the work in qnestion, viz.: "L'esame delle opinioni di Melchi- 
orre Gioja in favor della moda." Which may be found in the 
Memorie di Religione e di Letteratura di Modena. From hia 
amhiguous mode of answering, the Holy Father gnessed the 
anonymo*s secret, and then congratulated with the newly dis- 
covered author. 
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leaming and piety, Roemini was oontintiallj yisited by 
dìstinguìshed personages, both lay and ecclesiastica], 
among whom we may enumerate onr Gentili. As 
was before observed, the latter continned to attend 
lectures on theology, in the Roman college. As he 
stili wore a secular dress, it was not without a difficult 
victory over self, or without astonishment of beliolders, 
for a young lawyer, of well-known abilities, to go to 
school again every day, at the age of thirty, and 
to leam and repeat his lesson amìd a crowd of students 
much younger than himself. 

XXIL However, haying heard of the projected 
Institute of charìty, and of its leamed founder, he 
wished to become personally acquainted with Rosmini, 
and, therefore, obtained an introduction to him through 
the medium of a mutuai friend. Finding him, at that 
time, about the first days of the year 1830, in an infirm 
state of health, his first interview was necessarily brief, 
but in other successive and protracted visits, a friend- 
ship was formed between the two, and many inquiries 
were made and satisfactorily answered conceming the 
new Institute. It was on one of these occasions, after 
musing a little time, that Grentìli exclaimed, '* who knows 
whether it be not God's will that I should become a 
member of your Institute ?" In reply to this or similar 
enquiries subsequently repeated, Rosmini would simply 
remark, that the perfect Hfe recommended by the 
evangelical counsels was excellent in itself, and highly 
to be prized; that those were happy who, inspired by 
the Lord, corresponded with His grace, and, in fine, that 
if he had resolved to devote himself to this kind of life, 
his first step towards living solely for God, should be to 
leave his home, in imitation of the father of the people 
elect, Abraham, to whom it was said: Egredere de 
domo tua. Hereupon, Gentili took occasion to say, 
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that as regarded following the gospel ooiinsels bis mind 
was already made up ; but to do so by quitting bis 
home he did not see ita feasibility, as he now depended 
on bis family far support; and that, were he entirely 
to abandon them, he foresaw that bittemess and perse- 
cution would be the result. These objections Eosmini 
met by merely recommendìng prayer to the Most High, 
and hmnble trust in His providence. 

XXnL In this dilemma, Gentili called one eren* 
ing upon Rosmini, and immediately threw himself at 
his feet, acknowledging that he felt great pain in mak- 
ing this act o£ humiliation, but as it seemed to be a 
divine inspiration, he obeyed in order to overcome him- 
self. He then begged to be assisted with alms that he 
might be enabled to prosecute his theol(^cal studies 
without opposition from his family, or any other pro- 
fane impediment. To this request, Rosmini answered 
as follows: "Iperceive how good and holy are your 
intentions; at the same time Heaven knows how strong 
my own desire is to co-operate therewith. But as my 
engagements with the small nascent society at Domodos- 
sola are, it is well known, of such a nature, that ali iny 
property is now irrevocably devoted to its maintenance, 
therefore I may not divert it to any other use; but if 
the incHnation you formerly manifested becomes a reso- 
lution to join the society, it would then be in my power 
to afibrd the required assistance.'' This proposai Gen- 
tili begged leave to refer for dedsion to his spiritual 
director, and after a few days, he retumed full of joy 
to make known his determination to adhere to the rising 
Institute. 

Although Gentili was quite prepared to acoom- 
pany Rosmini on his return to Domodossola, neverthe- 
less his superior deemed it expedient for him to remain 
in Rome until he had completed his course of divinity^ 



LIFE OF THE REV. ALOTSIUS OBOTIU. 25 

and received sacerdotal ordination. It was, however, 
amu^ed that he shotdd leave His patemal home, and 
be provided with board and lodging in the Irish Col- 
lege. For ibis pnrpose, permission was obtained by 
Rosmini from the eminent protector of that establish- 
ment, Cardinal Capellari, (subsequently Pope Gr^ory 
XVI.) Then it was that Grentili assumed the elen- 
cai dress, and after due probation, and going through 
the spiritual exercises, on the 25th March, he received 
the tonsure and four minor orders; and on the lOth 
Aprii foUowing, he was ordained subdeacon. Shortly 
after, he was separated from bis dear friend and brother 
in Christ, the Abate Rosmini, but not without hopes of 
soon following him to Domodossola. Before departure, 
he took charge of an epistle from Gentili to the Yice- 
Rector of Calvary House, of which the tenor was nearly 
as follows. 

« Rame, 30tt AprU, 1830. 

*' MosT Deab Brother m Jesus Christ, 

" I avail myself of our very dear father — the Rey- 
erend Antonio Rosmini's return to the hermitage, to 
send you these few lines, in the first place, to b^ of 
you to recommend me fervently to the Lord during the 
holy sacrìfioe, and also to God's holy Mother, in order 
that she may obtain irom her divine Son the pardon of 
my sins, as weU as ali that affection wherewith the 
Deity wills to be loved by such a creature as myself. 
In the second place, I write to ìnform you briefly, howy 
without any merit of mine. Divine Providence unex- 
pectedly called me to your society. After twenty-seven 
years of an iniquitous life, when I was about to fili up 
its measure, God, in His unbounded mercy, compas- 
sionately moved my heart, and when I deserved to be 
given over to a reprobate course, he caused my cheeks 



' 
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to flow with bitter tears, which, I trust, in the benig* 
nity of infinite love divine, will never be wiped away, 
but rather be left me for food day and night, until 
I expire with grief at the foot of the crucifix. 

" When the veil of worldly darkness was withdrawn, 
I became aware by whom I had been snatched from the 
jaws of hell, like a brand from the burning. Behold 
my great consolation which I owe to most holy Mary, 
in whose honour, from childhood, I was aocustomed to 
recite, though negligently, the five psabns, the initials of 
which compose her blessed name. At first, I wished en- 
tirely to abandon the world, and to become a Jesnit, but 
every time I attempted to do so, a relapse into sickness 
hindcred my admission, so that, after violent periodical 
attacks of fever during twelve months, I began to see 
clearly that it was not God's will I should become a 
Jesuit; and although I craved light from the Lord, I 
fclt no inclination for any other order. I then endea- 
voured to persuade myself, that I was destined to be a 
secular priest for some other end. Though stili a lay- 
man, I began the study of Theology, preparatory to 
Holy Orders, with the view of going to England in the 
company of other missionaries, there to convert souls 
to God — ^to promote the welfare, aud ameliorate the 
manners of the Catholics ; — and especially to reform the 
clergy. This pian I knew not how, or when, in the 
distance, it might be accomplished. I had no design of 
founding a new Institute, but only of introducing a 
branch of one already existing in Italy. 

" In the meantime I had not sufiicient funds for my 
taiaintenance — ^wherefore, after attending the public lec- 
tures at the College, I continued to give lessons, as be- 
fore, to private pupils. I fell, however, into great per- 
plexity of conscience, and trouble of mind, while my 
afiairs became so involved in confusion, as to place me 
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in the dilemma of abandoning (xod's service, or of 
totallj giring up the cares of the world. Eren if my 
life had depended thereupon, I would not have adoptcd 
the first alternative ; jet I did not see how I might 
extricate myself from the other difficultj. ThÌ8 men- 
tal embarrassment was to me more burthensome than 
the previous bodily ailment I continued to praj to 
God, and to His blessed Mother, for a manifestation of 
the Divine will, to which I entirely resigned myself. 
Not long before this I had made the Abate Rosmini'» 
acqaaintance, towards whom, from the first moment, I 
felt a superhuman attraction; and after repeated pray- 
ers, I became convinced that the Lord had appointed 
him to be my deliverer; on which account I threw 
myself at his feet, and placed myself at his disposai. 
By his charity, I have been assisted ; and every day I 
experience more and more how it was Grod's will that 
he should aid me on the path of spirituality, and that 
he should act as my guiding star unto the Lord. It 
happened to me also, what is said to have occurred to 
you, that is, to find in the constitution of our society 
the very pian I had been meditating, though in an 
indistinct and confused form. At length, here I am, 
though at a distance, one of your confréres ; and may 
€rod grant me soon to be present with you, and to 
retire, in spirit and in truth, from this sinful world, in 
which I have committed so much evil. 

"Since the Lord has vouchsafed to cali me among you, 
I am at a loss for words to express my gratification at 
finding you ali so devout to Mary, ever blessed, to 
whom is owìng whatever the Lord has been pleased to 
operate in me, His most vile and ungrateful creature. 
This circumstance is to me an additional link of union, 
considerìng that she perhaps obtained from God the 
grace of my admission into a society which seems to 
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rise under ber special protection. Blessed be the 
Almightj who has chosen her for our patroness. Let 
US frequently inculcate to the faithful to cherish a 
devotion towards Her. O if ali christians venerated 
Her as a Mother most amiable, bequeathed to us by 
Christ's love on the cross, we should soon see a change 
in the world. But, alasi their thoughtless indifference 
is an obstacle. But now the beautiful month of May 
approaches — a month which here, in Rome, is especially 
consecrated to Mary. O at that time indeed many are 
the flowers and fruits of virtue presented for her accept- 
ance. When I go to Domodossola, if the devotion of 
the * Mese Mariano ' be not already established there, I 
hope, I may be permitted to introduce it, according to 
the Roman custom ; and then will be seen what prodi- 
gìes of grace are efiected through the intercession of 
our beloved Mother, in behalf of those who take a part 
in promoting her honour. 

*' Salute our dear brother Molinari, and teli him also 
to reoommend me to the Lord. On last Holy Saturday 
I was ordained Subdeacon: at Pentecoet I expect to 
be made Deaoon; and in September next to be 
ordained Priest. Here allow me to add, on this sub- 
ject, that I received the first Tonsure on the festival of 
the Annunciation; and as our dear Mother Mary on 
that day passed to a state of Divine matemity, so did I 
exchange my lay condition, however unworthily, for 
the clerica! state. 

^^ Salute, in fine, our lay-brother, Isaja, and teli him 
not to forget me in his prayers, as in mine I shall not 
be unmindful of him. In conclusion, embracing ali in 
the Lord, I subscribe myself 

'* Your afiectionate brother in Jesus Christ, 

'*Alotsius Gentili." 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE DEPA&TUBE OF ROSìOKI — OENTIU RBMAIN8 IN ROME. 
— ^THEIB RECIPEOCAL EPISTOLAKY CORRESTONDENCB. 

XXV. The Abate Rosmini lefb bis new companion in 
Rome for two reasons. The first was, that he might 
more conveniently prosecute his theological studies; 
the second motive was, to prepare bj d^ees hia 
parents and brothers, by whom he was tenderlj beloved* 
for the paìnful separatìon. This, he thought, might be 
prudently allowed to a friend of mature age, finn in his 
vocation, and of a delicate and enlightened conscience. 
It was agreed upon, however, that his cali to the Insti- 
tute of Charity should be kept secret from his parents 
and fiiends, thus to avoid inopportune objections, as 
well as to act in accordance with those maxims of Chris- 
tian wisdom and humility, which enjoin silence where 
there is no necessity of speaking of one's own afiairs* 
When ali his preparations for the priesthood were over, 
he might find a reason for separating himself from his 
family, and then take his departure for Upper Italy. 

XXVL Withal, well knowing the weakness of 
human nature, and the snares wherewith the world and 
the devil might circumvent his absent friend, to divert 
him from his generous resolution, Rosmini did not 
wholly abandon him to himself; but from the extremity 
of the Italian peninsula, he took care to comfort him 
with long and frequent letters, and to confirm him in 
his Yocation by counteracting the first assaults of his 
spiritual adversary, A summary, or entire quotations 
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from thìs epistokiy ooirespondence, ma j noi be mac- 
ceptable to the readers of this biography, as they oc»- 
tain pTedous maxinis of Christian philoeophj, and prac- 
ticable examples of perfect TÌrtae. On hìs airÌTal at 
Domodossok, Raiwiiiìi wrote tìdìngs thereof to GcntìlL 
After descrìbìng the spiritual sweetness he had expe- 
lienoed <mì rerìsitiiig thìs asTlmn, and on nitnessìng 
the order, ccmooid, hnmilitj, fervour, and loTe of hìs 
brethren and oompanions, together nith theìr hiborions 
zeal for the welfare of theìr neìghboxiTs, the writer prò- 
ceeds to say: '* O ìf yon also vere bere! AssoiedlT', 
nith God's assistance, in hmnìlitT and retìrement, Ton 
mìght do mnch good. To me thìs lowlìness ìs hìghl j 
Taluable; and thìs letìrement I cherìsh as most deir 
and deli^htfaL One thìn^ onlv do I fear, that ìt mrìll 

be bnt of short dniation. Qn leavìng Kome» I 

confided to oor friend, the Abate Barola, a small pre> 
sent for yon, iiith the pexsnasìon that yon ironld 
xeceìre it in the same spirìt wherdn it vas offered. 
Thìs nas an advice on the manner how to propose 
instmctÌTe topics in conTersation ^th icspectable per- 
sons on obTÌons matters; that ìs, in a iray so as not 
to seem to ìncnlcate any norelty; bnt only to recali to 
notìce, for conmion edification, thinffs alreadr known to 
the company. By thìs means, hnmìlity is better 
obserred — and a deference is shewn to the knowledge 
of others« eren so &r as to admit that they aie better 
ìnfonned than ouiselres. 

^ I haTelelt a scrnple in irithholdìng thìs adrice ùxym 
yon; and at the same time I bare esperìenced sccie 
difficnlty in commnnicatìng it even when on the point 
of doìng so. Althongh thìs reluctance cn my part was 
a £inìt» becanse^ among brethren and fiiends as ire aie 
in the Lord, there should be moie freedom and confi- 
d^icc^ nerertheless, I do not conceal that the lenitencj 
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partly arose from the apprehension of getting this 
answer to my oounsel: *Medice cura te ipsiim;' *Phy- 
sician, beai thjself.' The reply, I am aware, would 
not be inapplicable. But be this as it maj, you will 
know how to profit by my advice, avoidìng more care- 
fully in conversation whatever indicates our esteeming 
those with whom we talk to be very superficially 
ìnformed on religious matters ; or at least, to offer our 
own opinions with humility, in a greater or minor 
degree." 

XXVn. In answer to this oounsel, among other 
matters, on the 25th of May, the same year, 1830, Gentili 
wrote the foUowing : " With regard to myself, I am mach 
indebted to you for the wholesome advice entrusted 
to the Abate Barola, in order to correct my silly talka- 
tiveness. But why not teli me plainly of it yourself ? 
Has not the Lord imited us for mutuai assistance ? 
After being so generous in temporal charity, why be so 
reserved towards me in that which is spiritual? If, 
according to the principle of our Institute, you wait 
for your neighbour's request, I now candidly make it 
in the name of our dear Mother, Mary, ever blessed, 
and desire you to make known ali the faults, negligences, 
and defects you must have perceived in me, begging 
also for particular rules calculated to produce amend- 
ment, since my sole wish is to destroy the old man of 
sin within me, and become more and more pleasing to 
God. Continue to send me these not little, but great 
presents, as often as possible. In fine, Domodossola 
occurs to my mind every day more frequently. Should 
this go on so, it will soon be a settled affair. 
O desirable settlement I O when shall we be united I 
Heaven grant that it may be soon. Giullari salutes 
you, so does Tarasconi, who having heard of the mishap 
to your trayelling carriage, says, he was reminded of 
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the sliaking the devil gare to the chamber of St Igna- 
tius when he detennined upaa giying hiznself up to 
God."» 

In this same letter, Gentili mentioned an excellent 
Irish ecclesìastic, his intimate friend, who manifested 
an inclìnation to foUow his example in becoming a 
member of the Instituteof Charitj; on which account 
he wished to know well the nature and rules of the 
new society. Kosmini here took occasion to give fresh 
instructions to his dear friend, wisely checking his 
proseljtising spirit. In a letter dated the 4th of June, 
he writes thus: *'The case of your Irish companion 
appears to me an act of that infinitelj good Providence, 
in which our institute enjoins us to confide. To yonr 
yonng friend pray give my kind regards. As regards 
communicating to him our constitutions, if you think 
him intelligent enough to appreciate them, let him 
haye a copy, recommending him a prudent silence. 
Wam him, however, not to read them hastily or super- 
ficially, but slowly and orderly pondering the whole, 
especially its spirit, which consists in its ascetic prìn- 
ciples. That is the essential part. As to its material 
development, hereafter, and which is described towards 
the end of the book, I observe to you, that it may 
excite the imagination, and diminish that spirit of 
humility, and of a himible hidden life in God, and that, 
instead, it may stir up a contrary spirit of enterprise, 
which being the effect of self-love, and proper to the 

* While Rosmini was travelling in company vrìth ina secre- 
taiy and senrant, uphill, near Nepi, the half-tipsy postillioa 
lo6t command of the horses, so that they fell into the Bubjaceat 
field. The carriage tombled after them, wìth the before-men- 
tioned, excepting the valet, who seeing the danger, had time to 
jump on the road. The postillion and horses were much 
bruised, bai Rosmini and his secretaiy escaped proYidentially 
unhurt. 
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world, is adverse to the sìmplìcity of the gospel and 
the grace of Jesus Christ. Wherefore, it ìs necessaiy 
to be well giounded in hnmìlily and contempt of our- 
selves, as is inculcated in the first part of the hook of 
Constitutions. Let us ever bear in mind, that our 
model, after Jesus Christ, is our dear mother, most holy 
Mary, who lived as the lowliest of poor unobtrusive 
creatures, and, therefore, 6od glorified her above ali; — 
and while she abandoned ali care of herself to God, — ^the 
Almighty operated in her manrels greater than in any 
other mortaL Justly, then, is she considered by Holy 
Church as the type of wisdom, because there can be no 
-wiser counsel than to liye quietly in God, to exult in His 
mercies, to render continuai praise and thanksgiving 
for ali the works of His providence, without exception. 
In these sentiments we are here perfectly agreed, and 
in such feelings for many to be united together is 
extremely consoling." 

XXIX. Thus Rosmini tried stili further to enamour 
his friend of the Institute at Calvary Mount, — and to 
preyent any temptation of sojouming in Rome beyond 
the appointed time. In fact, Gentili, a few days after, 
wrote a letter, which confirmed the former's suspicions ; 
for, in reply to the wishes for his arrivai, he gave equi- 
vocai reasons for delay. He urged, that it was neces^ 
sary to defer his departure tmtil a more favourable 
opportunity, — ^it was the more necessary to take'this 
precaution, since the world had already blamed as 
caprice his wish to become a Jesuit, and that the 
obstade caused by his subsequent illness had sano- 
tioned, as it were, this opinion. If ili health was an 
impediment to his admission into a cloister on the 
Quirinal, how should he be àble to enduro a conven* 
tual life at the foot of the Alps ? This, when known 
to the world would be considered a greater folly than 

3 
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the first; — ^that people wonld wonder at bis retirement 
to a solitude so remote; and that, finallj, his parente, 
if not gentlj dealt wìtb, would do ali in tbeir power ta 
prevent his departure." These nnusual expressions 
excited an apprehension in the mind of Rosmini, that 
such sophisms might produce a fatai e£fect on his com- 
panion ; wherefore, he deemed it to be a duty of Chris- 
tian iriendship to write a strong and prolix epistle to 
alarm and admonish bim of his danger. 

XXX. " The charity which I bave for you, (bere let 
me beg of you henceforth to use the same tone of confi- 
dence towards myself,) and the desire which you mani- 
fest in your letter, that, I sbould be generous, even at 
a distance, by making you, not small but large presents, 
as often as possible, induce me to comply therewith, by 
making some observations, which I trust you will 
receive with that brotherly love, with which they are 
offered. Wherefore, let me advise you to be on your 
guard against the suggestions of Satan, who will cer- 
tainly do what he can to frustrate your holy resolu- 
tions. I doubt whether I do not see in you a want of 
generosity, and cowardice instead. Mind, my dear 
friend, that I say, I doubt; therefore, I do not mean 
positively; but I wish you to make a diligent examina- 
tion of yourself, to see if the devil has not succeeded in 
tempting you to weakness and pusi 11 animi ty; in order, 
thal? if you discover anything you may immediately 
remedy the defect, and indtate the magnanimity of Sa- 
tan's conqueror — our Divine Master, Jesus Christ. If 
the infemal tempter perceives that we are resolute, he 
becomes intimidated, and withdraws after a few attacks. 
But, if he finds us cowardly in resistance, his assaults 
continue, and when we exhibit fear, he is sure of 
victory. We ought, with the royal Psalmist, constantly 
to pray: 'Salva me, Domine, a pusillanimitate spiritus 
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et tempestate.' A mental tempest is aure to be the 
result of tiinidity, just as a magnanimous resolve prò- 
duces serenity. In a generous giver only is found 
faith in Divine Providence, while the fearful are diffi- 
dent and deaf to the Divine Word. This I do not say 
because jou prefer uniting jourself vith us in the 
spring rather than in the autumn, but for some other 
reason mentioned in your dear letter. You seem to be 
greatly afraid of what the world will say. But, my 
dear friend, if we fear the idle talk of the world, we 
shall do nothing for the glory of Gk)d. Of nothing 
have I ever been less afraid than of the vain chatterings 
of the worldly minded. Take notice, however, that I 
do not mean you to understand, when two roads meet 
at the same good end, the one that is less noisy than the 
other may not be preferred. Charity sometimes requires 
it. But, I assert, that no good, howeyer trifling, 
should be neglect^d for the sake of worldly consider- 
ations; otherwise, we shall be urged to do so in matters 
of greater consequence, if we listen to the world's influ- 
ence, from which nothing but reproach, not to say per- 
secution, is to be expected. ' The disciple is not above 
bis Master.' Woe be to us if we give way to the 
world's fallacious yet subtle reasonings. 

" We are deceived and ruined if we give credit to 
its maxims: we wander from Christ's narrow path of 
righteousness, if we follow the guidance of flesh and 
blood 1 You write, ' if the world knew of my 
departure from Kome — ^it would deem it a greater 
folly than the first, &c.' But, permit me to ask (the 
terms being synonymous), is that really madness what 
the world calls folly? If it be, then the cross of 
Christ is a scandal, and the gospel a folly — ^it is mad- 
ness to expose one's self to danger and suffering like 
the Apostles, for Christ's sake, among Barbarians — ^ìt 
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is foUy io bear wìtness to the faith with one's own 
blood, like the martyrs. O enviable foUj! Heaven 
grant that I maj become thus ìncurably madl This 
superhuman folly, I desire — sigh after, and pray for 
daìly, as a most precious gìft from the Lord! I am 
sure that you esteem this folly to be true wisdom. But 
if that be wisdom which the world calls folly, why not 
leam to practìse this wisdom? Why be ashamed of 
the term applied by the world to this evangelica! 
science? Why sanction by one's own conduct the 
judgment of an insensate world? I cali it insensate, 
even including therein one's parente and friends, 
whether laymen or priests: (for these are sometimes 
imbued with a worldly spirit). At the tribunal of 
Jesus Christ shall any one be excnsed by saying: 'I 
did not promptly obey your invitation, because the world 
prononnced it to be folly?' Go then, and get a reward 
from your master the world — ^that world, which I have 
yanquished, and is no more. Such doubtless will be 
the answer of the Supreme Judge. 

" According to your statement, the world will con- 
trast the Quirinal with the foot of the Alps. But 
Jesus says, ^Yeri adoratores adorabunt patrem in 
spiritu et ventate.' 

" With regard to your health, the world, according to 
its wont, would draw a lying inference, not dis- 
tinguishing between sickness and recovery. As to 
your coming 'without knowing what you had to do 
here,' certainly the world knows but little about what 
is done in holy retreats: but they know who are called 
out of an insensate world by an impulse of the Spirit 
of God. I am pretty sure that when Christ was led into 
the desert, the world knew not what was Hìs purpose. 
But Jesus Christ did not wait imtil the world got 
Information thereof. What has the world to do with 
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this affair ? It is our business, and not the world's, 
and if we pretend not to know what we are going to 
do, we ourselves also form a part of this insensate 
world. Is it possible that jou are troubled by 
ignorance of what you shall have here to do ? I can 
teli the world what haa been toj object in coming to 
this place. I have come here to fulfil mj vocation — ^to 
obey the Toice of (jod — ^to keep aloof from a foolish 
world — ^to purify my soul, and secure salvation. That 
is what one has to do here. Both for you and for me, 
it is no trifling affair. Woe to him who knows not 
what to do in the state to which the Lord has'acalled 
him I O how remote are worldly reasonings from the 
spirit of our Institute! For charity's sake cali yourself 
to account; beware of the slightest contamination: 
without being aware of it, we inhale the world's 
pestiferous and blightìng atmosphere. 

" You say the world would strenuously oppose your 
departure; but it could not hinder you if you yourself 
were determined. The only impedìment in the power 
of the world, is to weaken and overcome your will; 
nothing more: especially considering that the govem- 
ment imder which you live places no obstacles in the 
way of religious vocations. Have not the saints been 
contradicted by the world because they despised it ? 
Have they not hated father, mother, brethren, sisters, 
and ali family connections, for the sake of Jesus Christ? 
Like Saint Jane Frances of Chantel, have they not 
walked over the prostrate bodies of those most dear, 
who debarred their passage? The already mentioned 
heroine, who felt the necessity of Christ's cali, did not 
much fear a world of whose impotence she was well 
aware, knowing at the same time that God alone has 
power to bring about or hinder whatever He wills. 
Therefore, I beg of you to ponder ali these things well. 
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and to examìne the most secret recesses of your beart, 

in order to avoid any mìstake in the w&j wherein you 

should walk. It ìs certain that, the greatest obstades 

in the path of perfection, and the most formidable to 

the Saints, are human respects — the love of relations^ 

and self-interest. When these snares of the deril are 

overcome, we can Bj on the TÓngs of diyine grace: 

but not before. The smallest tie is snfficient to bind 

US to the earth. The word^ of Jesns Christ are dear: 

no man can be my disciple, if he does not abandon 

rehitiyes in a spirit of piety, and renounce alL Those 

who think to find ont a middle road are under a 

demoniacal illusion. It was not pointed ont by Jesus 

Christ. He stands not in need of ns: His cali is a 

mercifìil favonr. One day's delay in corresponding 

with Divine Grace may be the cause of a man's 

danmation. This I do not say, let me repeat, to oblige 

you to come hither this antnmn, bnt I mentìon it^ 

fearing that you wiU be strongly assailed by the 

deceits of the enemy, according to his wont, and I 

think that fratemal charity, which I owe to you, reqxdres 

me to lend assistance, by informing you of my appre> 

hensions, and by imploring you, if they are well 

founded, to prepare a vigorous resistance for the foe. 

If you listen to the world, and wish to enjoy those 

human consolations, which are imparted by an inter- 

course with worldly relatives and friends, you 

strengthen the fetters, which bind you to the earth. 

These ties are not less fatai for being pleasing and 

agreeable. Similar affections bave not preyented me 

from cutting my bonds asunder. I am not conscious 

of twenty-four hours' delay, in c(xning to this retreat; 

were it otherwise, I should feel an eyerlasting remorse. 

It is not contraiy to the Divine Spirit that you should 

come here, for one reason more than another. It may 
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ì>e quite conformable to prudence. But to neglect to 
come through a dread of the world's displeasure, and 
fear of offending parents or friends, &c., is to be actu- 
ated bj a spirit adverse to that of Grod. I also bave a 
beloved mother, from wbom I received lettere of advice 
enjoming me not to leave home. I wisb you could see 
my answer. I bave copies of certam lettera, and to a 
world ayerse to Christ's love, I am sure tbey woiild 
appear too barsb. I plainlj told ber to desist from 
importiming me, because she bad no rigbt to do so in 
ibis affair. I moreover said, tbat in tbis matter, not 
ber will but tbat of mj Fatber and God must be 
obeyed. Hencefortb sbe ceased to urge me. ' Y ade 
retro Satana,' was tbe expression of Cbrist to St. 
Peter, and it ma j also be applied to parents. You bave 
obliged me to speak tbus imprudentlj, but I bave done 
so in my own justification, as it seems, you employ as 
an excuse, my baving said, I keep myself secretly bere, 
and contrive to let no one know my intentions. 
Assuredly it is not necessary tbat men sbould know 
tbe good we do; but it is necessary to perform 
good Works. Tbis is wbat my conscience tells 
me to say to you. Pray tben examine yourself 
tborougbly, according to tbe rule of Jesus Cbrist and 
His saints. Wben Cbrist, at tbe age of twelve years, 
remained to dispute witb tbe Doctors, He did not make 
it known to His motber. In tbis lesson He clearly 
speaks. Tbe saints also bave plainly declared tbem- 
selves. He is a jealous God: and in tbe gospel we do 
not see tbat He ever endured more tban one refusaL 
Walk, tberefore, rigbteously before Him. Scrutinize 
your sincerity, in order tbat you and otbers be not 
deceived. Tbere is no sincerity wbere tbere exists any 
affection to tbe tbings of eartb. In fine, make your 
examination by tbe ligbt of etemity, in tbe presence of 
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God, and during the silence of worldly nùnours and 
passions. This scnitiny will help you either to repair 
any defect caused, perhaps, by the devil in this mattar, 
or to confimi and increase yonr generous resolve, and 
ali other virtues united in the service of Jesns Christ. 
In this manner you will btdld on a solid foundatìon. 
There is no other solid basis but the security of the 
cross. I hope you will afford me comfort by adopting 

this advice, which I consider of the greatest importance 

• 

to your soul, not only, but also to the salvation of 
many others. You asked me for a large present; this, 
I trust, you wiU find very considerable. Certes, the 
nature of it is very serious, and the love which impels 
me to give it you is not less than the subject matter. 
Ah, my dear friend, the spirit of the Deity we know 
not, ' unde veniat, aut quo vadat.' ( Jo. iiL) We need 
not soldiers who drink water on bended knee, but 
those rathèr, who upright (like Gedeon's chosen war- 
riors) snatched a draught from the flowing stream. 
Finally, I believe that, in order to enable us to separate 
from the world, Mary, ever blessed, has obtained for us 
this retreat." 

Sacro Monte Calvario, 22 June, 1830. 



CHAPTER VL 

CONTINUATION OF THE SAME SUBJECT. 

XXXI. To Gentili, who was stili unexperienced in 
spiritual life, this somewhat bitter epistle arrived 
opportunely. It was wholesome and necessary, in order 
to counteract the before-mentioned temptations, aud to 
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Ibrtìfy Iiim against others of a sìmilar nature to come. 
Indeed, before receivìng it, he had to undergo a difficult 
trial in flattering invitations from two Prelates, viz. 
Dr. Dubois, bishop of New York, in America; and Dr. 
Baines, bishop of Siga, and Yicar-Apostolic in the 
Western district of England. Both these personages 
contended for his apostolic co-operation in their 
respective dioceses. The last-named, not oontent with 
words, wrote a long and yery polite letter to him» 
requesting that he wonld accompany some students 
from the English College, who were to return home in 
the foUowing autumn, as he wished to appoint him to 
an office in his new collie of Prior Park. He 
gare a livelj description of the beautiful site, and 
the magnificence of the buildings, with promises also 
not a little calculated to induce him to aocept the 
ofier. This truly was a temptation difficult to over- 
come, by an enterprising high-minded young man» 
naturally ìnclined to missionary duties, and whose 
warm and pious imagination opened before his eyes a 
vast field for the exercise of his talents and zeaL 
Howeyer, he had sufficient heavenly light to see that it 
would be wrong to abandon his first vocation to the 
Institute of Gharity, to run after another; because, to 
change with levity our former resolutions, is not con- 
formable to the Spirit of God, which is a spirit of 
constancy and perseverance in good purposes. Where- 
fore, writing to Bosmini on the subject. Gentili 
concludes his letter thus: '^ I am at a loss for words to 
describe what I would give to be rid of ali these 
temptations. God for ever be praised I But were He 
to permit the crown of the Chinese empire to be ofiered 
to me, I would renounce it, and prefer His Calvary. 
^Hsec requies mea in saeculum seeculi: hic habitabo 
quomom elegi eam*' I deseryed hell, and the Lord has 
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given me Golgotha in excliangel Let them offer me 
even the empire of a world, I would willingly forego it. 
Abjectioii, obscnrìly, snffering, crosses, and trìbulatìons 
are mj portìon; and not opnlence, and the dwellìngs 
of the great. Were the universe to fall, it wonhl not 
deter me from m j vocation. I cannot contain myself 
with Joy. Since you leffc Bome, the Lord has given me 
80 mnch interior light to penetrate and understand the 
spirit of onr Institute, that I would wiUinglj dwell in 
the bowels of the earth in order to lead an obscure and 
hidden life." 

XXXIL Bosminisoonwroteagain in order tooonfirm 
him in these good sentiments, and to modify, if expe- 
dient, the severitj of the preceding letter. *^ Confiding 
in thegoodness of GUkL, my last letter," he says, *' which 
I cordially and conscientiously wrote, I trust, has 
opportunely arrived to strengthen you in rejecting 
worldly considerations, and to have solely in view the 
Almighty, in whose presence we should labour only for 
eternai interests. Indeed, I thank Grod, the Author of 
ali good, who invigorates the weak, because your last 
letter contains some manly expressions, which assure 
me that you have placed a lively confidence in Him. 
With His assistance alone can we acquire true fortitude 
— overcome our naturai inoonstancies, and restrain our 
culpable and almost incorrigible fancy, which deserves 
to be treated like those labouring under incurable 
mental alienation. S. Francis of Sales termed self-love 
a great cheat. The imagination also is another great 
deceiver. Withal, they both seem often together in 
partnership. Since you appear to comprehend tho- 
roughly the spirit of our Institute, keep yourself in 
ihe greatest possible simplicity, humbling yourself 
without more ado. How I rejoice to leam that the 
Lord ^oables you to taste- the ìneffable delight of an 
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obscure and hidden life I This is the golden key of 
heaven. My heart ezults when I see our dear brethren 
adFance dailj more and more in this wisdoml Humility 
and poverty of spirit, in the grace of Jesus Christ — 
therein is ali our wealth ; my God, give us thereof in 
abundanceT' 

XXXIII. Of these sweet and affectionate words» 
Gentili stood truly in need, as the tone of the letter, 
dated 20th June, had appeared rather sharp and severe- 
On which account, he gently complained to his friend, 
if he had too harshly interpreted his phrases, and not 
in accordance with his intentionsk Nerertheless, he 
confessed that his immoderate imagination required a 
strong bridle, and that he had used certain expressions 
which justified his friend's seyerity. He avowed at 
the same time, that nothing should ever divert him 
from his vocation to the Institute of Charity — ^not the 
prattle or derision of the world, for he felt himself 
ready to proceed from Rome to Calvary, even if he 
were to be made the object of insult and scorn along 
the road — and on his arrivai, to be treated as the 
reproach and outcast of the human race. He would 
no longer be prevented by human respect, or carnai 
affection for his parents, to whom, as he might attest 
before heaven, his pecuniary aid was not superfluous. 
Indeed, so detached from them did he now feel, that 
if they prostrated themselves at the gate of the city 
to oppose his departure, he would not hesitate, after 
the example of the Saints, to pass on in obedience to 
God, who called him to Calvary. Finally, he did not 
omit to mention his fear, that perhaps, the devil, 
ìnvidious of the common good, had excited a mutuai 
distrust: and hence he begged of his friend not to 
doubt the purity of his intentions, or his unshaken 
fidelity to his vocation. 



44 UFE ùr USE KET. ALOTSIUS GKSTILI. 

XXXIV. These moomfallj cxprcsoc d sentimeiits ai 
Gentili, entìrelj tnnquìUìsed Rommini^s mind : iriiere- 
fare he made noi a moinent's deUj in sending him the 
following most cordial and beantifìil letter: 



** ALnmi Calwuy, Domodomlc^ 
''Ji^j|2. 1830. 

"^ Mt most ixjlr akd bcloved Bsotheb in Jesus Chbist, 

*^ Tour letter has consoled me. I «m thankfid 
io (mr same Lord fbr gxrìng joa sentinients of detach- 
ment fiom the world — joai òjbSìj — and sdf-interest, 
and I am stili more gratefiil £:>r the dìspositioii which 
jon evince to come this antomn, as a pfoof of the soiti-* 
ments joa express. Be jealons of these feehiigs as of a 
predous gifk finom God, and let ns praj together that 
bj Olir firalt, this yalnable and blessed treasmre be 
nerer lost. Blessed is he to whom it hath not been 
rerealed by flesh and blood, bnt bj the Hearenljr 
Father. Certainljr, as Isaìas says» in the high places 
nobody can inhabit, bnt he who, * obtnxat aores sua, 
ne andiat sangninem.' That Being, who has inspized 
ns with these sentiments, will girens the strei^th to ac- 
CQmpHah them. Between sajing and doing, the interrai 
is l<Hig9 and in the meantime Satan sleeps not. Neither 
will Christ sleep — if we watch wìth Him. Withal, eren 
OfOT Tigilance is the pare gift of Christ. Let ns thea 
become, little and hnmble, and praj nnceasìngljr. 

^As r^ards yonr ooming hither this antnmn, I do not 
mean to avail mjself of joor Tolnntarj ofier by obhg* 
ingyonto do so, bnt I willingly coment tojoor remain- 
ing in Bome nntil Spring. I am satìsfied wìth seeing 
how jonr will is affected. Withont a phancy of will, 
what can be done with ns ? Absolntelj nothing. 
NererthelesSy I acknowledge mj dread of the devil^s 
wiles, in jour regard, dnrìng this time, in which yon bare 
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Hot escaped the ' snare of the hunter.' Having read, 
as well as experienced in myself, the refinement and 
subtlety of the foe, when it is a question of disarrang^ 
ing whatever he holds in hatred* 

*^ Yoa must not on this account think that, I am 
sospicious of you: no, my dear brother. I distrust 
man — ^I distrust myself — I distrust the sin-stricken 
fiesh of this unstable heart — ^this iguorant mind-* 
and this presumptuous spirit, which I have inherited 
from my first parents, like other men — my companions 
in misery. I fear then, imdisgnisedly, for you during 
ali the time you are among so many relations and other 
seductions: especially after attaining the priesthood, if 
(xod grants this grace; because the subtle enemy may 
enlist devotion in the war against you. However, my 
fear of you is not so great as my confidence in Jesus 
Christ, in whom, by divine mercy, I so tranquilly 
repose, that, for a long time, no acddent has been able 
io disturb me. ' Confidite, ego vici mundum:' Behold 
the watchword of our humility. 

*' However, I will teli you the reason why our dear 
brethren desired to see you here so much this autumn. 
Besides the general one of seeing you far from the 
world at the foot of the cross with us, they had another* 
I carne hither on Ashwednesday, 1828, to begin in a 
certain way my Noviciate, which was interrupted by a 
joumey to Rome. At present, it must be resumed, 
and we are fdl anxious to do so. Ashwednesday next 
being the commencement of the fourth Lent, we have 
resolved to begin on that day a rather more solemn 
noviciate, and more conformable to the constitutions, 
At the expiration of the Lent, or soon after, we pro- 
pose to make a promise of future vows — ^to elect a 
Superior, and confide to him the care and direction of 
the little house. Now, they desired that you might 
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have a personal share in these transactions» But, if 
the oontrary be God's wìll, we aliali be resìgned. You 
will unite yourself, as you best can, by boly exeicises 
in Rome — and tbus, even at a distance, we maj assist 
one another. Write to me about your sacerdotal orders, 
but even in this aflfair, I would wish you to be indii- 
ferent. Excuse my wrìting in this manner, and for 
charity's sake be not ofTended. I do it because I desire 
you every perfection. Let me repeat, you I do not 
distrust — ^but our common humanity. Act in the same 
way towards me in erery thing, and you will oblige me 
etemally. Wherefore, if you are determined on being 
promoted to the priesthood this autumn, proceed calmly 
as if you would not be disconcerted, were you coun- 
selled to put it off tìll another time. I bear ever in 
mind the masdm of S. Francis of Sales, who used to 
say that he was a foe to hastiness. Whatever we do 
then, let us not be in a hurry, or anxious, or over 
obstinate. That there is any tendency of this kind in 
you, I am not willing to believe. Nevertheless, suffer 
these maxims to be repeated, though you may not need 
them. They are praiseworthy in themselves, and let 
US be pleased to be reciprocally reminded of them. By 
this means our fancies will deceive us less, because 
baste propels the imagìnation, and placidity calms 
and restrains it. We must then give no credit to the 
fallacies of imagination, the servant of self-love. Let 
US not soar aloft, but walk in the lowliness wherein 
God has placed us. The poor in spirit are the poor of 
Christ." 
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CHAPTER VIL 

GENTILI'S SOJOURK IN HOME IS PROLONQED BY AN 

ATTACK OF FEVER. ^HE IS ORDAINED PRIEST, AND 

CELEBRATES HIS FIRST MASS. SENTIMENTS ON THE 

SACERDOTAL OFFICE. 

XXXV. While opening their minds to each other in 
this manner, the two friends felt themselves drawn 
together by closer ties of mutuai affection and esteeuL 
The good and generous lore the freedom of truth as 
much as thej abhor the meanness of adulation, while 
on the contrary, the narrow-minded and the vicious 
cannot Hye together without flattering and deceiving 
one another.* The appointed time was drawing near 
for G^ntili's leaving Rome, and Rosmini had already 
given detailed instructions, and procured the necessary 
means for the desired joumey of his friend after his 
ordination. But it was God's will to disappoint both 
by delay in their mutuai desire ; for, on the Octave of 
the Assumption, Gentili was again attacked by the 
tertian ague, and other ailments. These did not, how- 
ever, prevent him from attending the usuai examination 
of ecclesiastical candidates on the day prescribed. By 

. * It i8 an orientai tradition, that Alexander the Great said to 
one of his old counsellors : ** I am not satisfied with you : 1 
know myself to be a man, and subject to error, and yet you 
bave never corrected me : if you are not aware of my faults 
yonr ignorance makes you unworthy of the post you occupy : 
if you are conscious of them, your siience amounts to high 
Treason." Such heroic language was, perhaps, affected by the 
Grecian monarch, but it is sincere in the disciples of Jesus 
Christ. 
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the use of bark, he managed to suspend the fever fbr 
some days, during which interval, he wrote to his friend, 
praising God for having, by this accìdent, tried his 
patience, and also his indifierence about holj things» 
even the priesthood. From this dignity, formidable 
even to angels, Gentili would have hiunbly withdrawn, 
in inùtation of S. Francis of Assisi, S. Benedici, and 
many other great saints, who, though gifted with 
extraordinary virtue and science, could never he 
induced to become priests. Indeed, the first-named, 
who was a deacon, thought he had attaìned too high 
a degree in the holy ministry, and in speaking or 
writing to his friends, he usedto observe that wheneyer 
in his sacred vestments, he assisted at the aitar, he was 
qiiite confounded at the idea of appearing like an 
assassin, who had disguisedly intruded himself at the 
banqnet of his sovereìgn Lord. 

XXXVL But trae hunùlity is not wont to contradict 
lawful obedience: wherefore, Gentili wonld have no 
other guide to determine his promotion to sacerdotal 
orders. He consulted the Abate AniTitti, his spiritual 
director, and other ecclesiastical superiors. He asked 
advice also of his dear friend Rosmini, who wrote 
him a letter, from which the following is an extract: 
*' Your's of the 26th of August has afflicted me aocord- 
ing to the flesh, hearing of your sickness, but on the 
other hand, it has afibrded me consolation according to 
the spirit, in which we live. I heartily thank God in 
leaming, that you consider as tender signs of His love, 
your bodily inconveniences: and you are right, my 
dear friend, in thinking so, — they are pledges of a 
singular, precious, and sublime afiection. Although I 
am rather too impatient, when I cali to mind my 
habitual infirmities, I acknowledge them, nevertheless, 
to be Divine favours, for which I cannot be too grateful 
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io Grod. There can be no better time than sickness, 
foT the exercise of patience and humìlity. To feel 
how ixmnìnent erer is the dissolution of our bodies, and 
that perchanoe suddeoly, is a great help towards com* 
prehending the divine judgments. At this thougbt, vain 
presumption is kumbled, and the mendacity of our pride 
gives place to the truth of our own nothingness. The 
slightest confidence in ourselves becomes extinct, and 
is succeeded bj a tender trust in God alone. Thus it 
18, my dear friend: it is sweet to resìgn one's self 
m the hands of Divine Providence, without curiosity 
about the ^ture. To Hye in uncertainty and per- 
fectlj tranquil in the hands of God, was the desire 
of the saints, and is a disposition most dear to heaven. 
From your last, I infer that these are your feelings, and 
I am not surprìsed if in this humble and entire con* 
formity to the Divine will, you find, as you teli me, 
great repose and constancy in your good resolutions. 
It is pleasing also to leam your equanimity relative to 
the priesthood, in compliance witìi the counsel of your 
spiritual dìrectors. The lowly feelings you experienoe 
when robed as a deacon, proceed from a heaven- 
descended light, which manifests the truth. Our 
originai corruption, ignorance, innate pride, and here- 
ditary concupiscence, render us so vile and contemptible, 
as to defy description. It is owing to God's pure 
xnercy and grace infused into our souls at Baptism, that 
our spirit is vivified, although our flesh is mortai, and 
generates death. Wherefore the more we abase our^ 
selves, the nearer we approach to truth." 

XXXVIL Having been enjoined to prepare himself for 
sacerdotal orders, he was first examined, then retired for 
a short time to a monastery near Rome, and finally on 
the 18th of September, was ordained Friest In ali 
this, Gentili piously believed that the Lord's special 

4 
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protection, and that of His blessed mother, liad been 
manìfested towards hìnu In fact, reflectìng on the 
excessive beat of the season — ^the insalabiily of tbe 
Roman atmosphere at tbe b^ìnnìng of autnnm — and 
the obstìnate nudìgnity of tertìan agnes canght at ibis 
tìme, it appeared to bìm abnoet mìracnlons that he 
sbonld bave been able to stndj enongh for bis exami- 
nations — ^to go througb ten dajs of spiritual exercises — 
and bear the fatìgae of the long ceremonial per- 
formed at an ordination, without being prevented bj 
febrile weakness. In this idea, he was confirmed bj an 
accìdent, which happened to him durìng the sacred 
ceremonj. Being prostrate on the ground, as the 
rabrìcs prescrìbe, dnrìng the Litanj of the Saìnts, the 
blood flowed fìrom his nostrìls in such abnndance, as to 
bathe the carpet on the floor. Describmg the case in a 
letter to Rosmini, he says, " I called to mind the blood 
which issued from the pores of onr Redeemer's face at 
the commencement of His sacrifice in the garden of 
Gethsemani ; and I offered mj blood to Him, as He 
had offered His for m j sake in £[is sorrowfìil passion — 
strongly wishing to die for Him as He had dìed for me — 
a martyr of love. While seeìng myself in that incon- 
Tenient posture, with blood flowing from jnj head, and 
fearìng to staìn therewith mj sacred Yestments, I 
united mjr pains with His sufferings. But, happilj, in 
my trouble I was not comfortless, and a copious 
perspiration coming on, the blood ceased to flow, and I 
was enabled to continue in choir until the end of the 
sacred function." 

XXXVIIL He wished for the sake of greater recol- 
lectìon and piety, to offer up his first sacrifice in the 
subterranean chapel at the catacombs of St. Sebastiana 
But, in compliance with the pious request of an Aunt, 
who was superìoress of a conyent, near St. Marj 
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Major's, and in accordance wìth the spirit of the 
Institute of Charìtj, which reconunends ita membera 
to second the honest exigenciea of their neighboura — 
he gave up his private inclination, and celebrated mass 
on the High Aitar of the Conrentual Church the day 
after his ordination, the 19th of September, the Octave 
of the Holj name of Maiy. The second Mass, he 
offered to Grod in behalf of his beloved friend Rosmini, 
and ccnupanions. Durìng the sacred fimction, there 
occurred a thunder storm, which was to him an occasion 
of pious thoughts, as he remembered the daikness and 
convulsions of nature accompanying a Man-God's 
sanguinary oblation on Grolgotha. Ali these deroat 
coincidences, with grateful sentiments towards Grod and 
His Blessed Mother, he penned in a letter to Rosmini, 
who receiyed these tidings with spiritual joj. By his 
confréres, the last named had been elected Head of the 
Institute, and to the afiection of a friend, he might now 
add that of a Father towards Gentili, who wished also on 
his part, to congratulate with him on his election as chie^ 
and to go as soon as possible to Domodossola to com- 
mence his noviciate, under the direction of the new 
superior. But the approaching inclemency of the 
season, and his weakness as an invalid, obliged hÌTn to 
defer his departure till spring. 

XXXIX. Having made arrangements to spend the 
winter in Rome, he applied himself to the study of 
moral and dogmatic divinity, and also to that of phi- 
losophy, in which .he was guided by Rosmini's " Essay 
on the Origin of Ideas." Writing to the author on the 
subject. Gentili says, " I have resumed the study of 
Ethics, and I leàm with great pleasure that you are 
preparing a Treatise on Conscience" (published for the 
first time in Milan, 1839). 

XLI. To these leamed pursuits, he added works of 
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charìty towards bis neigliboiir, acoordìng to the spirit 
of the Institnte. AmoBg others, as no one else was 
foiind wìllìng to iindertake the task, he engaged to gìye 
familìar instructions and spiritual exercises to a pious 
congregation of poor boys, called the IgnorantellL His 
two first discourses were on his &YOXiTÌte topic, Most 
Holy Mary — her festival recurring at the time. 

XLIL His superior, Bosmini approved and enconr- 
aged liim in this work of mercy, reminding him of our 
Divine Master's words: " Sinite parvidos venire ad me." 
Wilh r^ard to his philosophical studies, he remarked 
as follows: '* I rejoìce to hear, my dear friend, that jou 
are ìnvestigating mjr treatise ' on the Origin of Ideas.' 
It mll be verj nsefnl to ns, I am persuaded, to dive 
deeplj into that matter, of which ali scholars are much 
in need, especiallj those who apply to the studj of 
Theologioal science. I am oonsoled by letters from 
leamed personages, who assore me Ihat my work c<»i- 
tains principles that wìll become the common doctrine 
of the schools. Heaven grant it may be so, for I have 
no hope of seeing people's minds settled, nnless ccmmion 
principles of phiLosophy be admitted, and generali/ 
agreed upon among the good.'' 



CHAPTER VIIL 

FmST CALL TO THE ENGLISH MISSIOK.-*-PRELDIIKART 
DIFFICULTIES OVEBCX)H£. 

XLIIL While (jentili was ihos profitably employing 
himself dnring his winter sojonm in Bome, Satan also 
seized the opportunity of pladng fresh obstades in the 
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vay of Kis vocation. Aware that his noble prey was 
not to be entrapped by the bait of vain and earthlj 
aggrandisement, the astute enemj transformed himself 
into an angel of light, and taking advantage of his 
inexperience and fervid imagination, he tried to inveìgle 
him into his net, by inflaming the new prìest's zeal for 
the salvation of souls. Happily for him he was now 
tied by a certain religious obedience, as well as friend- 
ship, to Rosmini, who perceiving the danger in time, 
used ali his charitable vigilance, and even authority, to 
prevent those diabolical snares fìrom injurìng his impru- 
dent friend, and to tnm them to the latter^s private 
advantage, not only, but also to the general good. 

XLIV. He was stili residing as a pensioner in the 
Irish College, when the rector of that establishment, 
after dinner on the festival of St Stanislas Koska, 
commenced with Grentili a conversation to the following 
effect : I have to propose to you a work of charity cal- 
culated to produce much good, and which appears to me 
worthy of your aeceptance. A young English gentle* 
man, the son of one of England's wealthiest landlords» 
has recently arrived in Kome. He was converted to 
the Catholic faith while a student at Cambridge; and 
the principal object of his joumey hither was to consult 
about the choice of a state of life ; and being advised to 
select the matrimoniai state, and therein to promote, as 
much as possible, the spiritual welfare of his neigh- 
bours, he is very desirous of accomplishing this holy 
design. In order to make a beginning, he ha« request- 
ed me to find a leamed, pious, and zealous priest, to 
proceed forthwith to England, and to establish a mis- 
sion on his estate. With this intention I went to say 
mass this moming in the Chapel of St« Stanislas, and 
my companion also communicated, with a view to our 
obtaining light from heaven in this affair. Dxiring my 
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supplications I felt myself strongly urged to make the 
case known to you, and to beg of you not to refuse an 
undertaking which God offers you through my 
medium." Gentili, who was doubtful whether this 
proposai was an inspiration or a temptation, asked for 
time to consider the subject. The day after, he went 
to the Rector's apartment, where he found the devout 
young Englishman, who, after asking his blessing^ 
joined the Rector in entreating him to assume the 
enterprise. To Gentili the proposai was tempting and 
dangerous, having to decide whether he should prefer 
this vast field opened to his apostolic charity, or the 
humble and hidden life which he knew was reserv- 
ed for him in the religious house at Domodossola. 
Nevertheless, being divinely illumined, and faithful 
to his vocation to the Institute, he answered: that 
God was his witness how he felt for the spiritual 
destitution of poor Catholics in England, — and how 
happy he should be to become one of those who 
laboured in that vineyard; but that he was already 
engaged — considering it to be God's holy will — to the 
rising Institute of Charity, which had just commenced 
under the direction of the celebrated and pious Abate, 
Rosmini. Wherefore, he continued, I should be want- 
ing in duty to my calling, and to the obedience I owe 
my Superior, were I to accept, unconditionally, your 
proposition. However, I can say this, that I do not 
deem it impossible for the Institute of Charity to 
undertake the mission on these two conditions: viz., 
that, in the first place, its establishment be deferred for 
a year or two — and secondly, that you employ three or 
four, instead of one individuai. 

XLV. These conditions being acceded to, Gentili 
wrote to his Superior Rosmini, an accoimt of the whole 
affair, saying, among other things, ** can it be true that 
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GtKl wills me, who am so full of ignoranoe, misery, and 
vice, and without prudence, (I speak sincerelj,) to go to 
England? I, who for bo long a time acted the fool 
among die Englìsh in Bome— I, who have given them 
so much scandal — ^I, in fine, who am the outcast of the 
world, what couid I do there? Increase the number 
of sinners. Ah, mj dear father, the yeil of my 
pride and self-love is at times rent asunder, and my 
most dear Mother helps me to recognise mjself in the 
mirror of truth. Tndy, I once desired eamestly to pro- 
ceed to £ngland, and there to shed my blood. But, 
fdthougfa the desire has not, at least the presumption 
has falien, of being amoz^ those elected to remedy the 
eyils of that imhappy nation. I beg always of God to 
send thither men of holiness and leaming, and not one 
who, by his ignoranoe and sin, might do injiuy to the 
Xord's cause. Were I among those commissioned, with 
what reason might I not exdaim, Poor unhappy being 
that I am! for there, instead of being in an obscure, 
hidden position, I should be exposed to continuai war* 
fare, with heresy not only, but with its effects, consist* 
ing in corruption of the heart, and low, degrading vice. 
And where are my weapons? My own faults. But 
enough, the prospect is too distant. 'Sufficient for 
the day is the evil thereof.' " 

XLYL Bosmini answered as follows, on the 18th 
of January, 1831 : '^ I delay not a moment in answer- 
ing your letter, in which I see stili further proofs 
of our Lord and Redeemer Jesus Christ's mercy, for 
•which we ought to be grateful, shewing ourselves desi- 
Tous to suffer something for His sake, and if possible, to 
give our life-blood for His glory. Indeed this, as we 
were created expressly for it, should be the main object 
of our desires and existence upon earth.. The interests 
of the English Catholics I have much at heart ; and 
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I^ere is Httle in mj power &at I wcHld watt éo to pio- 
mote thór w€i£u«. I diinik I fl&aald ne glo e t m/f^mg 
tìwt PnmdoiDe «ahlrri aie to da ibr liior adwatige; 
weml warlMem tkoa^ it be, I mnild be md j, ftr lUv 
nke, to sìaed mj Uood. I bare pondezed ali ikmt jam 
wrcfte tome, incider tofind 1^ mnemaa d oamsptymg 
vidi Mr. FldlJi^ps' deàre as «xn » pnai^Ky^ ì&aeocKd- 
ance with tiie fsndent ndei and cemalBtaikmm ci onr 
order. K joa ftd iacii&ed to vodertake liie HisBÌaB, I 
ofóne diit jon liad better nake fint a joet's aoridaito 
vìtb aa, topxc^Bze jvnaseif £r Ibe inoak, by lea i a iag 
aad pncdsmg onr inlea. Thsa. I dnJl be leadj to 
gire joa two (naanamig aa to go aad futobBfiii a boase 
«bererer Mr. PbiUipps plenes. Iboag^ jaaandoe buA 
«ae jear'B aaviciate berc^ I do aot dwpenfle vidi tbe 
«IJ», ^dnii you im»t coDtìime «Uk bbonìiig in «3» 
Buaifitij; far we are oWged so to get oa jaat aa otber 
relìgioefl InstitateB bad to da, antil tì»i^ were final j 
setded. TrmqmDj naamato apoa ali tbese &iagB ia 
the {HCBCDoe of God, bj aiems of pndanged aad ftrrcat 
prsyer; — aad wbea jan. fed readred, eoBaanaicate the 
aiatter to Mr. FhiiHppa, as the sabject I oaafltder aa ao 
kjDger doabtfbL Be aot apfotbeoare aboot tbe 
ner of ooncbidingliiis trealy, or over soiicitoas 
ing tbe meins; Ibr jou maj be sane tbat God wìH prò- 
TÌde, and if it be Hìa waik, Hb adonide Pnsfvidaioe 
wOl arraage eveiy iLii^^ 

XLVIL Ibis aanrar, wbicb acocaded bo wàL mtb 
Gcalilì's ofwn wishes, «■»>— <^ aot oalj to cut dowa, bat 
even to upioot the teaiptatioa to sepaxvte biinfrif òom 
the Instàtiite if £>aad iaoompatible aith Ibe F^ gli^^b 
aiisoon. But findìng bis arte ddaded ia ooe dmctìoa, 
Sataa aiade anolber effort to mia Ibe eaterpiiae at iti 
eomnieooenieDt. A few weeka bad dbpeed ainoe 
Gentili bad agreed apoa Ibe biumeas vith Mr. Pbil- 
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lipps, acoordìng to the Abate Rosftnni's directioiìs. 
Rejoicmg in the hope that ihey should ineet in Englatid 
at the «id of a twelvemonth, Gentili called one daj 
upon bis friend, and was surprised to leam that hia 
mind was greatly altered conceming the Institute and 
ita memben. This was ovring to some xm&Tourable 
reports, whieh he had heard ftom a certain personage, 
and seconded (stmnge to say,) by a religious who had 
thrown dis(»^t on the new society. These discou- 
ragìng ramours had ako reached the ears of the Pope'» 
Ykar, at that time Caidinal Zurla; for Gentili hairing 
called npon him shortly after about some other busi* 
ness» and making allusion to the projected English mis- 
eion, his Eminence smilingly obserred that he already 
knew something abont it, and that he had on his table 
A descariptioiì of the Institttte of Charity, which had 
been bronght to him for examination. His Eminenoe 
added that he admired the ways of Divine Providence 
with regard to tkis new society, and concluded by ask- 
ing news about Rosmini and his establishment at Cai- 
Tary House, &c. In his narrative of these circnm- 
stances, (xentili makes the following reflections. '^ As 
regards myself, I am ready for ali; and if the Lord 
permits these calnmnies to subject me to persecution, 
I shaU offer manifold thanks to God, considering that 
His true disciples were usnally thus treated. However, 
I regret that these zealots, supposing them to be well 
intentioned, do not observe the preccpt of love towards 
their neighbonr, condemning us, as they do, through 
mere suspicion and rash judgment." 

XLVIIL Wiihal, Mr. Phillipps's good faith was not 
long imposed upon; for going to visit him again, in 
company with another pious and leamed priest. 
Gentili succeded in completely undeceiving him, and in 
removing ali misrepresentations from his mind concem- 
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ing the nature of the Institute. He moreover assured 
him that himself and companions woiild not set out on 
their joumey for England without the approvai and 
benediction of the Pope. It was gratifying to Mr. 
Phillipps to have hìs doubts entìrelj cleared np. For 
he acknowledged that he was ìnclined to believe that 
the accusatìons against the society, from the begin- 
nìng, were groundless and false. In this favonrable 
opinion, he was stili further confirmed hj a letter which 
Grentili had received about that tìme from the 
Abate Rosmini, who remarked, ^'witìi regard to the 
charges jou mention being brought against the Insti- 
tute of Charity, I do not think them worth j of notice. 
I must be satisfied with the approbation of the H0I7 
Father, God's Yicar upon earth, and without whose 
consent I have done, and intend to do nothing. For 
your particular consolation on this subject, I may teli 
you that his Holiness has deigned to write me a letter» 
of which the last words are as follows: ' As a pledge of 
our patemal benevolence to you, our dear son, as well 
as to your Institute of Charity, so piously devoted to us^ 
we aflFectionately impart our apostolical benediction.' "♦ 

* The originai Brief, in extenso^ may not be unacceptable to 
the reader. 

GREGORIUS, PP. XVI. 

Dilecte Fili, salntem et apostolicam Benedietionem. Nul- 
lam quidam proveterì tao erga nos studio Nobis erat dubinm, 
quin singulare qnoddam gandium esses ex Noetra ad summum 
pontificatum provectione perceplnnis; sed tamen valde Nos 
delectarunt litteroB tuse, quibus hoo ipsnm studium confirmas, 
et animum tuum, caetoroquin jam Nobis perspectum, Petri 
CathedrsB singulari pietate ac fide devotam proflteris. Cum 
vero nihil optemus magìs quam proraos impartanto buie qnod 
arcano divinsa providentisa judicio Nobis imposi tum est, oneri 
infinnitas nostra bononim ad Dominum precibus adjuvetur, 
inulto magis auxit jucunditatem votorum prò Nobis tuorum sig* 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

GENTIU MISLED BT THE SEMBLANGE OF A OREATEE GOOD, 

AGAIH DELATS HIS DEFARTURE FROM ROOfE. ^A LETTEB 

FROM mS SUPERIOR UNHASKINO THE DECEIT, INDUCES Hill 

HO SET oxrr on his Journet. 

XLIX. Hayìng happily oyercome this temptation, 
after fresh orders from Damodossola, Grentìli made 
preparations to tiavel thither on the first of May, witb 
an Irish companion, in apostolic fashion, that is to say, 
on foot, wìthout bag or baggage. To adopt ibis pian, 
they were led by the example of a devout EUbemian 
Lady, who, dnring the winter, had had the courage to 
make a pilgrimage from a remote part of Ireland to 
Rome, in order to obtain from the Holy See the faculty 
of introducing into her own country, the perpetuai ado- 
lation of the most holy Sacrament. Her request was 
granted by Pope Gregory XVL, who had been just 
raised to St. Peter's Chair. Gentìli's projected pilgrim- 



nifioatio. lUe enim qui de 'se dictum voluit; desiderìam pan- 
perum exaudivit Dominus ; acceptum, uti confidimus. Te 
habebit deprecatorem, cui, preter csetera, tot pauperes benefi- 
centi» tuBd testes apud thronum ejus gnXiBd patrocinantur. 
Qua propter maximas tibi prò tuo in Nos officio gratias agimus, 
ao pignus propensBB patemasque voluntatia noatne Apostolicam 
BenedicUonem Tibi ipsi, Dilecte Fili, ac tuo isti pie Nobis 
dedito IiisUtuto Carìtatis amanter impertimur. 

Datum RomsB apud S. Mariam M^jorem die 9 Aprilis, anni 
1831. Pontificatus Nostri, anno 1. 

GasGORius» PP. XVI. ^ 
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age, howerer, was thwarted bj a new temptatioiì more 
dangerous than an j of ita predecessors. 

L. Among the manj establìshments which ezìst foT 
the promotion of clurìfitìaii piety, and the salTatìon of 
solila in Rome, there waa one tenned the Opera pia 
degli fisercizj. Ita object was to asaemble tc^pether the 
poorest and most destitnte cluldren — to instnict them in 
their diTÌstìan datiea, and piepare them fcar dieÌT first 
oommiinìon. It ab» undertooEk, at atated tbnes, to 
gather together poor adtdta, ignorant or neglectfnl of 
religion, and to enable them, in retirement, to go 
through a regolar conrae of spiritual exerases. A 
pions Canon, named Muocioli, who waa the orìgìnator 
of the good worky used to engagé the beat diapoeed of 
these poor fellowa to return on Snndays and lestìTala 
to hb house and garden^ wha«, after pra jer, and the 
aingìng of cantìdes, he provided innooent amosement 
fi>r ihem, and thua suoceeded in preventing man j fìom 
Kdapaing into bad company. There existed, howerer, 
a great obstade to this pious instìtutkm working effi- 
GÌently and permanentlj £ot the public good; lliia was 
the want of zealoua and exemplaiy Priests, who 
would, aolely for the love of God, and the salTatìcn of 
souls, gratuitously assist in preadiing, adminiaterìng the 
Sacramenta, &c. Gentili was eamestly aoUcited to 
beocme a volunteer in this good work. He objected at 
first, that it waa inoompatìble^with the obedienoe he 
owed hia Superior, not to defer a joumey alreadj too 
long dda jed; but the reqnest beìng niged with gieater 
importnnity, and deluded by spedous pretexts, he gave 
waj, and promised his assistance. To a dasa of these 
tmtutored youths, sixty-four in number, he preadied the 
eternai tmths with a zeal and doquence that was natu- 
rai to him, and with such effect, that his uncouth audi- 
tors weie soon exdted to sìghs and tears of compunction. 
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They reconciled themeelves io God in the eftcraments 
of Fenaiaoe and the Eucharist, and left the retreat 
«pparently sanctified. This success was calculated to 
produce an ìmpression more easily imagined than 
described, on the heart of a Priest, especiallj young, 
ardent, and talented, and to attach hhn stronglj to the 
sacred mimstry of the warà. No wonder, then, that 
Gentili became enamoured of his reoentlj assnmed 
office, and liiat Satan made the most <^ it to divert 
him from his design of letìring to the religious soli^ 
tude of Monte Calvario. 

LI. He now began to imagine serìouslj that God 
had destined him to be the life and nudnstaj of that 
pions work, wherein was presented to his view a wide 
field of oharity to cultivate bj the conversion of obsti* 
nate sinners, and the instruetion of the most destitute 
class of society. He moreover opined that this mission 
was not inoompatible with his Yoca4ion to the Institute 
of Charity, since snch works of Christian mercy, when 
thare was a Divine and hnman cali, should be pre- 
ferred to others of a more brilliant character in the 
eyea of the world. The conditional requisite he fancied 
evident in the result of his first labours, and in the 
pressing demands of some clergjmen connected with 
the place, that he would continue his servìces. Be* 
eides, if he were to get a community of members belong* 
ing to the Institute of Charity, to take charge of this 
pious establishmait, he fancied that, like other reli-^ 
gious associations, the Institute would bave a perma- 
nent residence in the metropolis of the Catholic world, 
and thereby become more known and esteemed by the 
Church at large. Nevertheless, being stili uncertain 
whether to go or to remain was conformable to God's 
wiU, he thought proper to remove every doubt by Con- 
sulting the Cardinal Yicar, and even the Pope himself. 
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Owìng to an affectìonate esteem fo tJie Abate Bosmiiii, 
whose diiiciple and assodate they knew Grentìli to be, 
these high personages soon gianted the latter an audi- 
ence, and botli adTÌsed bìm on tìie sabject in qoestioa, 
to inform hìmself well, beforehand, of the TÌews enter- 
tained bj the present admìnistrators of the establish- 
ment about oonfiding it to the Instìtate. He was also 
reoonunended not to oommnnicate the matter to fias- 
mini nntìl the negotsation seemed likelj to prore sue- 
cessfìiL 

LIL Pleased with this reception and adTÌoe, to whidi 
more importance yns attached than was needed, he 
wrote to Rosmini a somewhat m jsterionsly irarded ìetr 
ter, apologising for his ddaj bj intimating that a reiy 
serìous affair detained the writer in Bome; and that, 
owing to the injunction of a snperior authority, he 
conld not just now enter more fullj into an explana- 
tion of the matter. Grentili afìierwards went in qnest 
of the Canon Muccioli, and informing hìm of a reoent 
intenriew with the Pope and Cardinal, he wished to 
know exactly what were the Canon's intenticms. The 
good Priest, on hearing that the enqniry carne from 
such high qnarters, expressed himself ready to oonfide 
the concem to a religious corporation, of which he him. 
self wonld wiUìngly become a member, or a guest, in 
order to spend the last years of his life in devout peaoe; 
hopìng that any opposition on the part of his fellow- 
dìrectors might be overoome by a gentle solicitation, or 
the Pope^s ìnterference. These statements were re- 
peated by the Canon to the Cardinal Vicar, who sent 
for Grentili, and gave him to understand that the key of 
the house had been giyen up, and that, to conclude the 
negotiation, it was to be r^retted that Sosmini himself 
was not in Bome, in order that this pious work might 
be speedily undertaken foi the spiritual and material 
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benefit of the poor of so great a cily. In fine, Le re- 
commended that a detaìled account be sent forthwith 
.to Rosmini; and bis £minence also gave a note of 
invitation, written with bis own band, to be Inserted 
in Grentili's letter to bis Superìor. 

LUL From tbe first enigmatica! letter, tbe pmdent 
Superìor soon inferred tbat bis friend bad been caugbt 
by a bait of tbe astute enem j ; wberefore, to meet tbe 
imminent perii, witbout delaj, be wrote as foUows: " I 
can neitber praise nor blame tbe nature of tbe busi- 
.ness you allude to, as you keep it a mysterìous secret 
to yourself. I may teli you, bowever, tbat if you are 
. sincere in giving me tbe title wbicb I so unwortbily bear, 
tìz., of your Fatber and Superìor in Cbrìst, your mys- 
terìous obscurìty appears strange. I add, tbat altbougb 
I do not blame you, tbe affair must be yery weigbty 
to make you defer your departure; because, at tbe pre- 
sent time tbe first and most important of ali afiairs is 
to train ourselves. After tbat, if God pleases, we may 
be better able to serre our neigbbour. Yes, my dear 
frìend, to speak sensibly, we ougbt to bave notbing else 
80 mucb at beart, as to consider serìously and regularly 
tbe object we bave in view. Wbatever else diverts us 
from tbis straigbtforward patb, I consider to be a temp- 
. tation of tbe deviL An act of cbarity, or a neigbbourly 
. kindness, is ali very well wben opportune ; but if called 
by God to enter tbe reHgious state, and under pretext 
of attending to bis neigbbour, a person says to bis 
Superìors, 'At present I do not wisb to make my 
novitiate, but to attend to sometbing else,' tbis 
would be to give up the reality for an appearance of 
good. For charity's sake, my dear Gentili, let us not 
be deceived. Write to me instantly, These your 
repeated delays from month to month, cause me pain 
and apprehension ; and the reason why I do not clearly 
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see. Go on more calmly. Teli me yonr whole mmA, 

without ooncealing anything. If you do not begin, jou 

can mAke no progress ; and if the English mìssion be in 

accordance with tiie will of the Lord, erery day you 

prolong your sojoum in Bome, is another day's dilatori- 

ness in the execution of tbat project I speak the trutH, 

if what you hide from me be not something eztraordir 

naoy that I dare not snrmise: you ought to dee 

quickly from Rome, getting up at nùdnight, so to say, 

in order to hasten what, to you, ought to be the moat 

desirable, tìz.« the moment of coming amongst us. 

Thus saints bave acted. Secondary considerations are 

instruments of Satan to arrest the Christian on bis road, 

and to make him deviate there£rom ¥dth injuiy and 

shame. Withal, if the Holy Father has ordered you to 

be silent, in that case I do not wish you to communi- 

cate the business to me; on the contrary, I desire yoa 

to keep it secret However, from what I bave written, 

and now write, you need not suppose tbat I am in a 

hurry, or impatient about the afiairs of our society; as, 

by the grace of God, this long time past I bave had no 

such anxiety, and I am perfectly resigned to the will 

of the Supreme Buler, who alone knows the proper 

time and place for everything." 

LIV. But, when Gentili's letter of the 25th of June 
unveiled the whole affair, and seeing how really different 
it was to the imaginìngs of bis inexperìenced friend, 
Bosmini thought it high time to conclude the matter 
categorically. Wherefore, on the first of July he 
wrote to the following effect : " Your last letter has 
caused me great affliction ; I see therein that you are 
under the control of your imagination. Into how many 
fallacies and delusions bave you not falleni However 
pious the work you aim at, you could not accomplisb it, 
because you were called to tndn yoursdf in the Instìr 
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tute of Charity. If your vocation be genuine, this is 
the good work, which now becomes you. The next is 
nought else but a distraction, misdirecting you out of 
your proper sphere. A traveller who stops at every 
little pathway to discover whither it leads, quits the 
direct high road to bis destination, which, perhaps, he 
never reaches. If, as was observed before, you are 
called to the Institute, it is levity, not to say presump- 
tion, to allow yourself to be drawn into inoppor- 
tune undertakings. Did not the Cardinal Vicar him- 
self grant you leave to depart, when he knew you had 
received the order? Why then remain? You say, that 
you felt an inspiration to do so. But I wish you had 
fewer inspirations and more firmness, and more obedi- 
ence above alL This following your own whims and 
fancies, which divert you from what is suggested by 
your superior and enjoined by your vocation, fills me 
■with pain and apprehension. You ask me to pray God 
to grant you a little humility, of which you feel the 
need; and I reply, that I will heartily do so, for 
it seems to me that you greatly require it. You 
speak in the tone of a man inspired: surely you must 
entertain a high opinion of yourself I You even talk 
heroically, saying that you are resolved to make your 
pilgrimage on foot, * sine baculo et sine pera.' My dear 
friend, I am not contented with mere words ; the facts 
are, that you bave not travelled hither; that you 
bave been building castles in the air ; and that you 
bave imprudently committed yourself in many things. 
In your letter, you heap together so many ideas, you 
bring together so many personages, that I hardly know 
with which of your indiscretions I must first begin. 
But let me teli you, that this talking with so many 
about our afiairs, and your acting as my procurator, are 
not entirely in accordance with the spirit of our Insti- 

5 
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tute, which recommends us rather to be unobtrusive, 
humble, and contented. You speak of persecutions ; 
how can it be otherwise where there is so much talk. 
ativeness and imprudence? You must not imagine 
that every persecution is for justice' sake. There are 
persecutions which a man brings on himself by his own 
folly. It was highly indiscreet of you to ask an audi- 
ence of the Supreme Pontiff for the solution of doubts, 
which proceeded from an over-heated imagination, and 
from a lack of simple Christian docility. Is not the 
right royal road befoie you when you are called to the 
Institute of Charity, and the Superior wams you that 
the time is come? To wish to turn from it is not the 
way to reach the goaL The triumphant style in which 
you apologise for seeking, without my orders, an inter- 
view with the Pope, gives me so much displeasure, that 
I must disown you, if you do not acknowledge your 
fault and inconsiderate behaviour. What temerity and 
presumption induced you to negociate so many things 
without first requesting to know my opinion ? And 
when you were doubtful, why not write to me immedi- 
ately and wait for my advice, instead of going to the 
Pope? Had you done so, how many false steps would 
you not have avoided? But you feared, perchance, I 
would give suggestions contrary to your wishes, and 
hence you desired to get the words of the Pontiff as a 
shield to protect you while acting in conformity with 
your own pleasure. But, away with these devicesl 
Let US be actuated by simplicity alone. We want no 
subtle diplomatist. Our Institute is not benefited by 
similar manoeuvres; nay, it could not exist by such 
means. The extreme kindness of the Holy Father 
towards me has induced him to be affable to you, but I 
wiU let him know, if necessary, that I had nothing to 
do with your proceeding, and that I am grieved you 
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shoxdd bave abused bis benignity, and tbat, if you do 
not amend, I sball no longer recognise you as one of our 
body. Besìdes, you say, tbat you seyeral times sougbt 
an audience of tbe Holy Fatber, since bis exaltation to 
tbe tbrone, in order to oongratulate i¥Ìtb bim in tbe 
name of our society. But, wbo gaye you tbe commis- 
sion? Wbo made you its ambassador? Your own 
fimciful notions made you tbink yoursell tbe represent- 
atiye of a society wbicb you did not even consult, much 
lesa get its autborìzation. How many mistakes bare 
we bere? I am asbamed wben I tbink of tbe pretty 
credit you procure in Rome to myself and tbe poor 
Ii^titute, exbibiting yourself as our general commissary 
and plenipotentiary enyoy. But God's will be done; 
my sìns baye, no doubt, deserred it. Let me, bowever, 
teli you plainly, tbat I adnùt no more excuses, and 
tbat I insist upon an acknowledgment of your faults. 
Moreoyer, if you baye not bitberto deceìyed me, and if 
you baye a true yocation to tbe Institute of Cbarity, I 
order you to set out on your joumey to Domodossola, 
fortbwitb, and not on foot, (as it \rould be tempting 
God witb your frail constitution,) but by coacb." 

LY. At tbe same time be wrote to tbe Cardinal 
yicar, in acknowledgment of bis inyitatìon, to found 
tbe pious work in Rome, respectfiilly repres«iting tbat 
tbe time bad not yet come to establisb tbe Institute 
tbere, botb on account of the paucity of its members, 
and of tbe obstacles tbat interfered witb peaceiully 
undertaking tbe proposed work in tbe metropolis of tbe 
Catbolic world. He also intimated to His Eminence 
tbat Gentili bad acted independently of bis advice, 
deluded by bis over ardent fancy, and ill-regulated 
zeal: for wbicb reason, be prayed the Cardinal to 
exbort bim to leave^ without delay, for Domodossola. 

LVL Tbe first mentioned letter was calcxdated to 
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put Gentili's virtue unequivocally to the test. No tree;, 
iinless deeply rooted, could have weathered such a gale. 
But the good priest had acted imprudentlj but not ma- 
UcioTisly. It was an error of the imagination, rather than 
a mìstake of the heart. There were perhaps secondary 
yiews, which rendered the abandonnient of his own 
country both painful and difficult: but these had not 
been able to supplant his piincipal end in fiilfilling the 
will of God, by embracing a perfect life in the Institute 
of Charity. No sooner, therefore, did he receire his 
snperior's letter, than he saw through the deceit of his 
own self-love, and the wiles of the deviL Stmck with 
shame and sorrow, he wrote to his snperior inunediately, 
thanking him for his forbearance — acknowledging and 
aggravating his own faults, and craved pardon. More- 
over, grieving that his defects had rendered him 
nnworthy of his vocation, he promised that as soon as 
some indispensable affairs were settled, he wonld 
quietly leave Rome for Civita Vecchia — ^thence take 
the steamer for Genoa — and finally proceed by land, to 
join his brethren at Monte Calvario. In fact, towards 
the middle of the following August, he suddenly left 
Eome with so much secrecy, that his own family did 
not know of his departure, until a letter dated the 
29th of AugiLst, announced his happy arrivai at the 
last mentioned place. 
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BOOK THE SECOND, 

CONTAINS A NARRATIVE OP GENTILl's LIFE, FROM HIS 
ENTRANCE IKTO THE INSTITUTE OF CHARITY, UNTIL HIS 
ARRIVAL m ENGLAND. 



CHAPTER I. 

DESCRIPTION OP THE VALLEY OF OSSOLA — ORIGIN OP 
THE SANCTUARY CALLED MONTE CALVARIO. 

LVIL Jotimeying along the magnificent Sempione 
road, in a north-westemly direction, the traveller no 
sooner leaves the smiling shores of the Lago Maggiore, 
near Fariolo, than he enters a defile formed bj two 
chains of mountains, which, for nearly six leagues, run 
parallel to each other. At the foot of these mountains 
is a plain about a mile in breadth, irrigated bj the 
Toce, a river, which rises in the glaciers of Formazza, 
and flows with serpentine meanderings into the before- 
mentioned lake. If in its course, it fertilizes the 
meadows, at times, also, when swollen by the melting 
of Alpine snows, it devastates the fields and pastures 
which extend along its banks. To escape these 
destructive inundations, the greater part of the 
neighbouring inhabitants build their dweUings at a 
distance from the river — either on the acclivities, or 
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midway up the mountains, changing the sunny sides of 
the hills into chestnut groves or vineyards. Neverthe- 
less, the rìchest farms are on the high road to the 
Sempione, being thus in more direct commTinication 
with the merchandize which is carried to or from 
Switzerland, France, Lombardy and Piedmont. The 
valley called Ossola, separated from the Lago Maggiore 
by Monte Orfano, which like an isolated giant guards 
the entrance, terminates in the small but elegant city 
of Domo. This is situate in a concave platform, about 
three miles in diameter, surroimded by very high and 
steep moimtains, with peaks covered with perennial 
snow. The different sinuosities and vallies of this 
range of mountains haye populous villages, of which the 
principal named Anzasca, Antrona, Yigezzo, Antigo- 
no, and Divedrò, diverge, like so many rays, from 
the head place of that district, called Domodossola. 

LYIIL Strangers usually make some stay on their 
arrivai at Domodossola, either before or after crossing the 
Alps. During the interval, those who wish to indulge 
their curiosity, are usually guided to the Calvario. 
This sanctuary stands on an isolated hill of a cone-like 
shape, towards the western part of the city, and the late- 
ral parts are covered with pines, oaks, and other forest 
trees. Here and there may be seen little meads and 
vine trellises — ^while one side of it is as steep and 
perpendicular as the Tarpean rock. On its summit 
are situate a church and a house, originally destined 
for those priests and laymen, who wished to go through 
a course of spiritual exercises in this devout solitude. 
Subsequently, by Cardinal Morozzo, bishop of Novara, 
in whose diocese Monte Calvario is situate, the buUdings 
were conceded to the Abate Rosmini, as a retreat for 
hìmself, and first companions, while laying the founda- 
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tìons of the Institute of Charìty. At this place. 
Gentili arrived from Rome, on the dlst August, 1831. 



CHAPTER IL 

HE TAKES CHARGE OF THE NOVICIATE — ^HOW HE FUL- 
FILLED THE DUTIES OF THAT OFFICE — ^HIS INTERIOR 
VIRTUES. 

LIX. It was no small disappointment to Gentili to 
arrìve at Monte Calvario during the absence of his spi- 
ritual father and friend, Rosmini, who had shortly before 
been invited by the Prince bishop of Trent, to establish 
A house of the new Institute in that city. On his 
arrivai, however. Gentili found a snudi community, com- 
posed of two priests (one of whom was vice-rector), one 
deacon, two students, and two lay brothers, besides two 
clerks, sent by the bishop of the diocese for instructioa 
in Divinity. Soon after, the absent superior sent 
orders for Gentili to undertake the charge of master of 
novices, and recommended him, by Constant vigilance, 
industry, and zeal, gradually to introduce among the 
brethren, an exact observance of ali their rules. 

LX. To be called a master, where he came to be a 
disciple, surprised Gentili, at first, not a little ; and 
his letters, at this time, to his superior, are full of 
humble complaints and pious objections on the subject: 
but afterwards comforted by faith in obedience, which 
is faith in God's wlU, wherein we can do ali things, he 
submitted to the painful yoke, and thought of nothing 
else but how to fiilfil his duty in the best possible 
way. For this purpose he deemed it necessary to 
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make a better arrangement of whatever related io 
the material department in the household, well 
knowing the influence which exterior neatness and 
propriety have upon internai order: wherefore, he 
obtained leave from the superior to provide forniture, 
linen, and other articles, whereby he was enabled to 
introduce into the dining room, and bed chambers, a 
better system of cleanliness. After this, he commenced 
preparations for the perfect life in community, by 
devoting several days to a spiritual retreat, prior to the 
Christmas festival, 1831. The result of these spiritual 
exercises was so satisfactory, that he addressed to 
Father Rosmini, at Trent, the following account: 

''Dd Calvario, January 3, 1832. 

LXL "Thanks to God and His blessed Mother for the 
favours which I every day receive — ^let the just in hea- 
ven, on earth, and ali creatures, bless and praise them 
with me, for the Almighty's infinite condescension in 
making use of an instrument such as I am, more despi- 
cable than Samson's weapon — the jawbone of an ass, 
©r, to speak more truly — to snatch me like a * brand 
from the buming,' for the purpose of moving, by His 
grace, the hearts of others. Thus, during the retreat 
preparatory to the Christmas festival, I have been so 
edified by ali, and have experienced so much consola*- 
tion, that, in the whole course of my Ufe, I do not 
remember to have passed that festive season more joy- 
fully. Our time was distributed, during the retreat, in 
the following manner: Almost immediately after rising 
in the moming at the usuai hour, we commenced the 
first meditation. This was foUowed by prayers and 
mass in the Church ; thence we went together to the 
choir for the recitation of the canonical hours ; subse- 
quently, one hour was devoted to private spiritual 
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reading of books, which I liad previously provided — a 
second meditation was preacbed — then foUowed the 
examination of conscience, and dinner. To thb meal 
succeeded two hoiirs of repose and silenoe, after which 
siiccessively foUowed spiritual reading — ^vespers, and 
complin — ^private meditation — ^visit to the Holy Sacra- 
ment — ematina; the fonrth meditation, the rosary — ^the 
subject for next day's consideration ; supper, silence^ 
visit to the Blessed Sacrament — examination of con- 
science, benediction and rest. The refectory, in which 
I preached, had been converted into an impressive look- 
ing chapel, and a raised platform answered the purpose 
of a pulpit In order not to disturb these arrangements, 
during meals, the brethren took their food, some in a 
corner, some seated on the ground with a chair for a 
table. The scene was truly edifying, because every 
thing was done in an orderly, penitential manner. AH 
abstained from wine, and were very sparing of food. 
Besides, there was a rivalry in humiliation: many pub- 
licly crayed pardon for their failings and sins — others 
prostrated themselves at the feet of their superior and 
companions, imploring forgiveness, penance, and advice. 
This devotional fervour was not evanescent, but 
lasting." 

LXII. In order to maintain and increase this fervour 
in the novices, their good master took the greatest care 
to make regularity, silence, poverty, mortification, cha- 
rity, and piety, reign in the house. He vigilantly ad- 
monished, rebuked, and punished, but always with pru- 
dence and suavity, persuaded that yirtue is never more 
Constant than when it springs spontaneously from a 
conviction of the mind, the result of knowledge and 
prayer. He sedulously held a conference with the novices, 
at least, once a week. In these meetings some mystery 
of ouT Redeemer's life, or, a rule of the Institute, was 
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dìscussed; and he invìted hìs companìons in tum to 
give therr opinions after reflecting on the subject. He 
used also to take each one apart, and affectionately 
induce hìm to open his mìnd candidly relative to his 
faults, temptations, and yictories — ^the lights and special 
graces receiyed from Grod — and then, like an expert 
physician, and faithfdl counsellor, he would suggest 
appropriate remedies, fumish them with proper books, 
determine the points for reflection, and prescrìbe the 
eelf-denials adapted to each one^s circumstances. But, 
above ali, he warmly inculcated devotion to the blessed 
Virgin Mary, towards whom, he himself was remarkablj 
dcTout. To provide himself abundantly with that holy 
knowledge, which it was his office to impart to others, 
he sought, with avidity, to procure it from scriptural 
Bources, and the lives of the saints: among the latter he 
preferred those of St Teresa and St Ignatius. The 
Works of the former he often read; and the biography 
of the penitent of Manresa, by Bartoli, he profoundly 
studied, especially a portion of the third book, which 
treats of the admirable method of that servant of God 
in the heavenward direction of soxds. 

LXIIL Moreover, he was convinced that, although 
enlightened instructions are useful, it was the privilege 
of example to triumphantly persuade the mind. Where- 
fore Grentili's purpose before ali, with the aid of 
divine grace, was to render himself a mirror and model 
of every virtue to his fellow novices. Regarding his 
exterior mortifications, I find in certain memoirs worthy 
of credit, that on his first arrivai, he gave himself up 
to such an austere mode of living, as apparently to 
exceed the bounds of a just moderation. Besides strictly 
keeping the fasts and abstinences prescribed by the 
Church, it may be said that he observed rigorously a 
contLnual Lent. His breakfast commonly consisted of 
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ft piece of dry bread— his dinner of bread, soup, and 
boiled herbs or fruit — and bis supper of bread and soup. 
From flesh meat and wine, he abstained, even when 
most laboriously employed in teacbing or preaching. 
At most, occasionallj, be would mingle a few drops of 
wine with water, for the pnrpose of rendering the latter 
less palatable, as he himself acknowledged to a confi- 
dential person. This is the more credible, as it was his 
custom to sprinkle bitter powders over his food, in 
order to depriye it of ali pleasing taste, without making 
ìt unwholesome to the stomach. This mode of taking 
nutriment he used in his travels, or when invited out 
to dine, but without attracting notice : for refraining 
from meat, wìne, and sweet pastry, he apologised by 
saying, that experience had proVed them to be obnoxi- 
ous to his health. He was ingenious in penitentially 
afflicting his body: for example, three times a week, 
from early mom till noon, he used to tie a prickly wire 
chain round his loins. Three times a week, also, dur- 
ing the recital of certain Psalms, he severely disciplined 
himself imto blood. He was sparing of repose, as he 
UBually gave only four or five hours to sleep, often it 
was limìted to two or three hours, and sometimes he 
watched the whole night long. This was not compen- 
sated by a nap during the day, according to the after- 
noon custom of Italy: this indulgence he also renonno- 
ed from a love of mortification. This method of life, 
whìch he commenced at Calvary Mount, it appears, 
he ever after persevered in. 

LXIV. With exterior, he combined interior mortifi« 
cation, the very life and soul of the former. During 
his religious retreat in Bome, while seeking to learn 
the will of God conceming his state in life, and medi- 
tating upon the mystery of the Incamation, he was 
illumined, and heard in his heart a voice which told him 
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to lay the foundation of a perfect life by a total aimihi- 
lation of self. The sacred solitude of Monte Cal- 
vario was the place, where he began the work. At first, 
these pious sentiments had not sunk very deeply into 
bis heart; but in the novitiate, he soon saw that these 
inspirations were to be reduced to practice. And 
truly bis new state of life had abniptly deprived binai 
of ali those connections and occupations without whicb 
poor human nature seems unable to exist. To be 
transported from Rome's sunny clime to the snow-clad 
Alps, and from the serene and smiling land of the south to 
a bleak and stormy region of the Nortb of Italy — ^to 
leave parents, brothers, and sisters, numerous friends, 
and relations, and schoolfellows, for the. company of a 
few unknown individuals — to exchange the brilliant 
society of the world's metropoHs for the silence and retire- 
ment of Calvary, — ^the extemal pomp and magnifi- 
cence of Church ceremonies in the Holy City, for the poor 
and meagre rites of a squalid Chapel — and instead of 
the sonorous and majestic language spoken by the polish- 
ed citizens of Romagna, to listen to the semi-barbarous 
dialect of uncouth peasants. Hence, in the pulpit and 
in the confessional, bis eloquence was often painful to 
himself, and but little relished, or understood by bis 
rude audience. In fine, bis philosophical and theologi- 
cal studies, which he had previously so much leisure in 
Rome to cultivate, were now hindered by minute, and 
almost unceasing avocations. Certainly ali these cir- 
cumstances together must bave appeared to Gentili as 
an utter annihilation of self; and also to human in- 
firmity harsh and unbearable, thus to renounce so 
many dear objects, and finally to become, as it were, 
a child. These sacrifices, however, are required by a 
Divine Master, from those who sincerely wish to 
become bis disciples. . Gentili did not seek to bidè bis 
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weakness in this respect, and acknowlcdged that some- 
times reflecting on his present condìtion and humilia* 
tìon, his grief was so great as to cause ^ìm to shed 
tears. But he said, (writing to his Superior,) " God, 
who made me pass through this ordeal, and for two or 
three days kept me immoveablj fixed in thonght, has 
deigned to recai to my mind what I had meditated 
Tipon at Rome during a spiritual retreat, relative to 
self-annihilation, and to give me very great light on the 
subject. Hence I comprehend the precious grace of 
self-deniaL I experience a joy heretofore unknown to 
my heart, which excites me to desire this abnegation 
may increase so as to destroy ali my self-love, whereof 
there stili remains an immeasurable abyss. If it be 
God's wiU, let me die bere, despised by ali, as a useless, 
unprofitable servant. Blessed be the moment, in which 
I heard of the Institute of Charity! Blessed be the 
moment in which I joined the order I Blessed be the 
moment that I arriyed bere, and the time I bave since 
remained ! For, notwithstanding the spiritual desola- 
tion, and the trials of every sort which frequently assail 
me, and a certain spirit, which I believe to be diaboli- 
ca!, that tempts me to restlessness and spite — ^that urges 
me sometimes to detest ali, and to curse ali — the most 
holy things not excepting ; nevertheless, in the citadel 
of my soul, I enjoy a species of paradise, living in a 
profound peace, which leaves me nothing else to desire, 
but more and more to love God, my only, true, and con- 
tinuai, occupation. O, that I could, once for ali, corres- 
pond with the graces imparted to me by the Lord 1" 

LXV. Gentili aided his interior himiiliation, by acts 
of exterior abjection, being convinced that, like the com- 
merce between soul and body, they influence each 
other ; and that man is often deluded in thinking that 
his naturai pride is overcome solely by internai disap- 
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probation, when, perhaps, it could not endure the slight- 

est outward rebuke. Wherefore, altbough he knew 

that true humility resides in the spirit, and that extemal 

humiliations, if arbitrary, must be practised wìth great 

prudence and moderation, in order to aToid excessÌTe 

and strange singularities ; withal, he deemed it edify- 

ing to abase himself sometimes in the sight of men. As 

soon as he was made master of novices, I know that he 

called them ali before him, and that humbly, plain- 

tively, and ahnost weeping, he acknowledged his nnfit- 

ness for the weighty office it was his duty to fulfil 

towards those, whose disciple he ought to be. Withal, 

since it was God's will, he begged for His sake that 

they would ac5cept him; and at the same time, he 

requested, they would not bestow the honorary title of 

Father, or Master, but treat him on a footing of equality, 

as a brother or a friend. Then resorting to his autho- 

rity, he strictly commanded them ali, whether laics or 

ecclesiastics, to freely admonish him of any fault, great or 

smaU, they might observe in him. At the liberty 

wherewith one of the novices scrupulously and unmer- 

cifully obeyed this order, he rejoiced as much as he 

grieved at the reserve of the others, owing to respect, 

perhaps, or some other cause. On which accoimt, he 

stimulated them again to perform this duty. Although 

he was one of the superiors, he did not, when free from 

more important affairs, exonerate himself from the 

lowest employments in the house, — such as sweeping 

the floor, serving at table, and washing the dishes, &c. 

When it happened, that his immediate superior gave him 

for some defect, a humiliating penance, he was delighted, 

and seemed to triumph within himself. This occurred 

twice: on one occasion, an order came from the Superior, 

who was at Trent, for Gentili to dine three days kneeling 

in the refectory, having suspended from his neck a pia- 
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card, inscribed wìth bis fault, in large characters. I was 
also told by a credible witness, that, in order thoroughly 
to overcome himself, he sometimes went alone on mar- 
ket-day, to the public square, where the concourse of 
people was the greatest, to buy brooms, and chamber- 
pots; and after seriously bargaining and paying for 
these elegant utensils, he would return home with them 
under his armsl Though the humble priest was 
laughed at by some spectators, there were others who 
looked upon him as a saint. I leam also from his 
letters written about that time, that he solicited his 
superiors to allow him to go through the neighbouring 
towns and villages with a sack over his shoulder, to 
gather bread and other alms for the sick and imprisoned 
poor: he also asked leaye to visit a certain sanctuary, 
on foot, as a mendicant. But, these, his praiseworthy 
wishes, for prudent motives, were not acceded to by 
his Superior. 



CHAPTER HI. 

SKETCHES OF HIS VIBTUES IN THE NOVITIATE, CONTINUED. 

LXVL Besides the before-mentioned and other 
Tirtues, (mentili was an example of tender piety 
in the eyes of his brother novices. Rarely did he fail 
to be present at the usuai exercises of mental or vocal 
prayer, prescribed by the rules or customs. He carried 
his devotion almost to an excess, passing many hours, 
and sometimes the whole night before the Holy Sacra- 
ment, and there meditating on the infinite greatness 
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and goodness, and love of Grod, he would pour out his 
heart in ardent supplications and tender affections. 
These vigils, instead of proving an inconvenience, were 
considered, by him, as privileges, saying, that he 
derived therefrom comfort and strength in ali other 
things. On which account, he deemed it weU to solicit 
his superior not to give him prayer as a penance when 
deserving reproof, because, instead of making him 
suffer, it was a source of joy ; for the Lord being so 
bountiful in consolation, the greatest happiness he 
conld experience upon this earth, was to be engaged in 
devout converse with Heaven. This was clearly mani- 
fest in the celebration of the divine sacrifice of the 
liiass, in which sacred function, it must for truth's sake 
be said, he was excessively prolix, occasionaUy employ- 
ing more than one hour, not from a motive of 
scrupulosity, but through an overflow of devout senti- 
ments and . tender affections ; so that he was obliged 
at times to pause, and abandon himself into the hands 
of Providence. Nor could he always conceal from the 
bystanders his pious fervour, which at times in a flood 
of tears, or in half-stifled sìghs, betrayed the internai 
commotion of the priest of Grod. A person connected 
with him by the ties of holy friendship, narrated to 
me that assisting one day at his Mass in the chapel of 
the holy sepulchre, she was moved to compunction at 
sight of the abundant tears, which he shed while hold- 
ing the Blessed Sacrament in his hands. Afterwards, 
when she approached the tribunal of penance to make 
her confession to him, he stili continued to weep, and 
for some space of time, he could utter no other words 
than these : " If you did but know — ^if you did but 
know." Then, like a Seraph, he spoke of Jesus in 
the Eucharist, and of His love towards mankind, with 
euch ardent expressions as to excite in her soul a long- 
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ing desire for this bread of eternai Ufe. The same person 
also informed me that Father Gentili, on Christmas day, 
owing to his prolixitj, was sent to say bis three Masses 
in the chapel of the sepulchre, and that he afterwards 
facetiously remarked that, with the effigj of a dead 
Christ before him, he had to represent to himself the 
new-bom Jesus in His cradle. Howeyer he added, it 
did not make much difference^ 

LXVIL Of ali his virtues, however, obedience was the 
cbief : ibis has ever deservedly been esteemed by the 
saints as the touchstone of perfection. When Gentili 
made known to his superiors, his prayers and mortifica- 
tions, he always oonclnded by saying, that through the 
Divine mercy, he was willing and ready to giye up any 
of them at the cali of obedience, and that if required 
to do so, he wonld take ten hours of rest instead of three 
or fonr — and to partake of ten dishes in lieu of one. 
He added, however, that it would be more mortifying 
to him than any austerity ; being certain that, he 
would then draw more profit £rom obedience, than 
from long prayers and penitential exercises. Continuai 
were his solicitations to the superior, to circumscribe 
his activity within the limits of precise 0rders, for fear 
he should be wanting in the exact - observance of 
monastic obedience. It happened, that the absent 
superior wishing to bave an interview with him 
relative to some affaìrs of the institute, wrote fpr 
him to come to Trent. Having some important work 
of chaiity in band, Father Gentili deemed it incumbent 
on him to humbly r^resent to his superior, the motives 
which prevented his joumey at that moment. The 
superior, who was well acquainted with the virtue of 
his subordinate, seized the opportunity of giving him a 
lesson, which he was not likely to forget ; and which 
was calculated to hinder him, in future^ frcnn contra- 

6 
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dìcting, for apparent reasons, the express wiU of Grod's 
vioegerent. A leproof was caaYejeà in the few lines 
ihat follow : 

*^ Yert bear Bbotheb, 

"From you, I expected more graierosity and 
simple obedience. Staj at home, if jon like : with 
snch dìspositions, it wonld be nseless to traTel hither. 
In the mean tùne, I wìll beg of God, to give jon more 
detachment and greater indifference. 

^ Yours, most affectionatelj in Chrìst, 

"EosMna." 
« Treni, 2Sth October, 1833. 

LXVJLLL God alone knows the pmn vhidi this 
blow gaye to Gìentilì, who loved his superìor not less 
than obedience : howerer, I here qnote an extract ùom 
his immediate answer : *' Yonr letter, dated October 
the 28th, has just arrived. I cannot conceal £rom you 
ihat each of the few words it contains, has acted like a 
sharp sword, pierdng me to the qnick : Ahi why did 
you not say, confide in my jndgment, and come (I wonld 
bave set out inunediately), instead of telling me to 
stop at home if I liked? I like to do nothing bnt 
the will of God; I did not come to this place to ioL- 
low my own, bnt yonr jndgment, which I deem to 
be that of God in my regard; if I make any objec- 
tion when joa consider it of no weight, giye me a 
positive order, and that will ensnre my compii- 
ance. For Charity^s sake, then, write soon, and free 
me from. the tormenting rranorse of having, J 
fear, reasted God^s most Holy will — impeded the 
prompt adTancement of His glory, and the good of sools 
— and gÌTen displeasure to yon, from wh<Mn, I haTe 
recdved so many benefits. Henoe, before God and you 
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I accuse mjself as guiltj of these faults, caused, per- 
haps, by my disobedience ; and I beg of you a very 
severe penance, in order that I may expiate my error, 
and amend for tlie future. But, qtdckly send for me, 
and dispose of me as you please. Intercede for me 
"with God, that satan and self-love may not beguile my 
imagination, and induce me to rebel against His most 
holy wilL With eyes bathed in tears, I conclude this 
letter, exclaimining, ' Ab homine iniquo et doloso evue 
me ! — contere brachium peccatoris et malignL' " Well 
satisfied with these humble sentiments, his superior 
Trrote a consoling reply, exhorting him to perfect 
docility, " without which," he said, " we cannot die to 
ourselves — and without being dead to ourselves, we 
may not live with Christ" 



CHAPTER IV. 

GENTIU PRACnSES VARIOUS WORKS OF CHARITY — 

TEACHES PHILOSOPHY AND DISCHARGES THE DUTIES OP 

PREACHER AND CONFESSOR. 

LXIX. Father Gentili no sooner became acquainted 
■with, than he esteemed and strongly adhered to that 
grand principle, which enjoins a Christian, whatever 
may be his state in life, to attend in the first place, to 
his own moral perfection and salvation ; and not to 
undertake any extemal work, unless called thereto 
by Divine Providence, whose vocation is not to be 
presumptuously anticipated, but rather seconded with 
humility. 
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This cautious principle, bowerer, did not arresi 
Gentilità ecclesìastical toils for the gloiy of God, and 
the servìce of bis neìgbbonrs, any more than an embank- 
ment binders tbe r^iilar conrse of a statelj stream. 
At tbe proper time, we sball see bow tbe imion of tbe 
contemplative, vìtb tbe publiclj actìve lìfe, ìnstead 
of diminisbing, "wonderfdlly ìncreased bis zealons spirit 
as an apostolical labonrer. Eren in tbe solitude of 
Monte CalTario, it was providentiallj designed tbat 
be sbonld do sometbing for tbe benefit of otbers' souls. 
Indeed, bere, bis gradnally accnmiilating toils were a 
prelude to tbose of far greater weigbt be was to assume 
in anotber place. In tbe meantime, witbout dwelling 
upon bis engagements as Master of novices, I will pro- 
ceed briefly to narrate otber occupations, wbicb were 
added to tbis responsible office. 

LXX. Sbortly after bis arrivai at Calvary Moiint, be 
was commissioned to give lessons in Pbilosopbj to tbe 
student novices and to tbe clerica! boarders. For tbis 
end, be nndertook to explaìn tbe ^' New £ssaj on tbe 
Orìgin of Ideas." His mode of teacbing was not 
pedantic, but placing tbis or tbat question in its most 
lucid point of view, proving tbe case witb solid reasons, 
be endeavoiired to excite an interest in bis bearers. 
Leaving to tbe disputants a discreet freedom, be occa- 
sionallj interfered to solve difficulties, and to prevent 
tbe warmtb of controversy from transporting tbem 
beyond tbe bounds of propriety, or tbe matter in 
debate. Great was bis satisfaction at tbeb: eamestness 
and emnlation in tbese studies, wbicb be deemed of tbe 
bigbest importance and utility at tbe present era. To 
enbance tbeir practical advantages, be often elevated 
tbe minds of bis scbolars from pbilosopbical to tbeolo- 
gical enquiries, sbowing tbe intimate and vital relation 
tbat exists between tbe two. He led tbem to tbe con- 
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viction that sound philosophy is not tostile, as some 
pretend, but a powerful auxiliaiy to Catbolic Divinity. 
As Hosmini at that time had published scarcely more 
than the " Nuoto Saggio" of the great number of his 
Works which have silice seen the lìght, Gentili not 
seldom made known his wish to be near him for some 
time, in order, by his assistance, to penetrate more 
deeply his philosophical system; but circumstances 
preventing the accomplishment of this desire, he sought 
for compensation in epistolary correspondence, 

LXXL Besides his little school of philosophy, Gen- 
tili had a fine field for the employment of his zeal in 
preaching the word of God, and hearing sacramentai 
confessions. For no sooner did the population in the 
neighbourhood know that the religious community at 
Calvary Mount were willing to afford spiritual aid to 
those who required it, than many carne from ali parts, 
on feria! as well as festal days, rejoicing to see their 
venerable sanctuary retuming once more to its pristine 
splendour, and to be able themselves to practise in that 
devout retirement, their former works of Christian 
piety. On which account, the members of the Institute 
of Charity deemed it proper to introduce regular Ser- 
vices on Sundays and festivals: viz. an appropriate 
distribution of the masses for public convenience; a 
conventual mass, either said or sung, at a fixed hour; 
a discourse after reading the gospel, and in the end, a 
solemn benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, witli 
musical accompaniment of the Litanies and usuai 
hymns. This order was to take place in the morning 
before the parochial service in the town. In the after- 
noon, hymns and prayers were to be sung — the people 
divided into sections — ^the boys and girls separated from 
the adults — and a master appointed to each class to 
expl&in the catechism according to their capacity, and 



86 LIFE OF THE BEY. ALOTSIUS GENTILI. 

the whole was concluded as it b^^an, witH prajer and 
devout canticles. Confessìonals also were placed ai dif- 
ferent parts of the Church^ and several confessors were 
in attendance, or within cali, at any tìme when re- 
quired. Besides the ordinary services, extraordinary 
functions were performed at intervals, snch as triduos, 
novenas, and others hereafìter to be mentìoned. 

LXXIL Besides the aforesaid offices, to Father 
Gentili was assigned that of preacher in the forenocn, 
and that of catechist, in the afternoon, to the children 
or adults, as also to hear confessions either of the men 
or of the women according to exigencies. Ihese offices 
were doublj bnrthensome, for a reason before alluded 
to, YÌZsj the great difièrence between his own Roman 
accent, and the semibarbarous dialect of the people 
bere: the continuai demand of ali these clients left h\m 
but little leisure to attend to his other duties as novice 
master. Indeed, the certainty of finding him always 
at home, his insinuating and gentle manners, his spon- 
taneous eloquence, his mortified and imposing aspect, 
and, above ali, a divine spirit which animated him in 
the sacred ministiy, attracted to him snch a number of 
penitents, that, in order not to disappoint them, he was 
obliged, excepting meal-time, to remain the whole 
moming, or the entire day, in the tribunal of penance, 
and to defer his other afiairs tillnight. Although this 
excessive concourse only occurred on Saturdays and 
festivals, yet, few were the days, in' which he had not 
some hours to give to this spiritual work of mercy, 
requested, not only by vulgar people, but also by 
respectable persons of both sexes, among whom, it was 
edifyiDg to see, many govemment officials. Neither 
did he perform this solemn office in a hurried off-hand 
manner; for I leam £rom various memoirs that, he 
attended to it with ali the considerateness, dignity, and 
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patience, it so well deservea. He prepared fbr it bj 
penance and prayer; and he aflerwards did the sanie 
to procure the conversion of sinners — the perseverance 
of the good — and the perfection of the virtuons. Ali 
were charitably received, and instructed according 
to their particular reqnirements. If a difficult case 
needed mature reflection, he was not ashamed to avow 
this necessìty to his penitents — to put off the decìsìon, 
and ask for time to take counseL When he perceired 
that excessiye timìdity, or naturai bashfubiess, made 
anj one reserved in layìng open his oonscience, he ironld 
encourage the indiridual by manifesting the weaknesses 
and faults of his own past life, adding how the Lord 
had condescended to bring about his own conversion. 
One of his penitents writes to the following effect: 
''When I made my general confession to Father 
Gentili, to encourage me to declare my faults with 
a holy confidence, he related to me some failings of 
his past life, calling himself a great sinner, although 
his faults were the peocadilloes of an innocent mind. 
The most weighty were his haying studied the English 
language, and procured a title of nobility, in order 
to obtain admission into the most distinguished 
circles. Aiìerwards, he added: but «these follies pro- 
cured me but little enjoyment — ^for the Lord, in the 
midst of pomp and worldly greatness, gare me an 
intimate sense that ali was vanity, that my heart was 
capable of higher aspirations, and that I was egre- 
giously deceived, if I supposed any true happiness 
could be found in such foppery. Hence, I used to 
return from conversation with a sad and heavy heart, 
and pensively retire to my chamber. At length, God 
was pleased to bring about a change in my desires, and 
I resolved to abandon the world." Li fact, he had a 
particular talent for guiding souls to the Lord, and it 
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was generally acknowledged, that, in the exercise of the 
racrei ministiy, he poesessed a divine unction which 
rendered ìrresistible his i^peals to the heart. Not oon- 
tent with attracting sinners to repentance, and oonfirm* 
ing the good in God^s grace, his greatest achievement 
in combatting satan, was to suoceed in drawing some 
elect soul to a perfect life in the religions state. In 
these his effbrts, he was ofben oonsoled by the divine 
f avonr. One of these trophies subsequently lelated 
with tender gratitade, that when she at first demnrred 
f or some time to her heavenl j vocation, Father GrentiH 
used to saj to her: ^'Well, mj danghter, you may 
resist, but in the end I shall be Tictorious; I wìll 
offer up prayers, and discipline myself until I obtain 
the object of my supplication.^' When later she took 
the Teil, smiling with holy joy, he said: ^' Oh, yen oo6t 
me a great deal, but let ns thank the Lord that giace 
has been granted." To secare these glorious oonqnests» 
besides his prayers and ansterìties, he resorted to epis- 
toLuy correspondence; and some of his letters, which 
bave been kindly oommnnicated to me, are fìlli of that 
charitable wisdom, which peculiarly appertains to trae 
servants of (jod. The fbllowing case may serve as a 
specimen: 

LXXIL Encoaraged by his coonsels, after beooming a 
novice in a oertain monastery, a former penitent wrote 
to aoqoaint him with the disturbed state of her mind 
at the thooght of having abandoned her dear parents, 
and at the same time to solicit his advice and consola- 
tion. In his immediate answer, among other things, he 
stated, that to him, her afiection to her parents did not 
seem blameworthy; bnt, he continaed, I b^ of yoa to 
remember the saying of Jesus Christ : '* He who loves 
father and mother more than me is not worthy of me;" 
to bear also in mind, that a trae love towards parents 
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cloes not consist in being always at home witb them, 
but much more in praying for their salvation : (this is 
never done so cordially as when one removes from 
tbem and the world in obedience to the voice of God ;) 
or in leaving them a short time on earth, with the hope 
of being re-'United with them eternali^ in heaven. 
Place before your eyes the example of the saints, and 
therefrom you will derive courage for any sacrifice. 
View the mother of the Machabees, and a Saint Felicitas, 
both of them intrepid spectators of their seven children 
led to martjrrdom, and encouraging them by words and 
sìgns to endnre any torment rather than be disloyal to 
Grod I Behold a St Aloysius Gonzaga, and a St. Jane 
Frances de Chantal I The latter did not hesitate to 
pass over the body of her son, who barred her passage 
to the cloister I But why do I adduce far-fetched 
examples? Look around, and you will see many holy 
maidens who loved their parents and relations perhaps 
more tenderly than you do, and yetfoi God's sake, they 
left them in places far more remote than yours ; and 
probably, they were more beloved, caressed, and 
ìndulged in their wishes by their parents than you have 
been 1 Ahi if the Lord has freed you from the 
slavery of Egypt, do not act like the Hebrews, who, 
disgusted with heavenly manna, reclaimed the vile food 
of their former servitude, and wished for their old 
chains because the joumey was rather long to the pro- 
mised land. The sadness you now experience will soon 
end. It will be succeeded by a most peaceful calm, 
and greater consolation than you anticipate ; and the 
longer His delay the sweeter will be the visit of the 
Lord Then shall your mind be illumined by a great 
and shining light, then shall you see the certainty of 
your vocation, then shall you feel a confidence in Supe- 
riors and Directors, and ali things will wear a different 
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aspect. Take conrage, therefore, and rejoioe in the 
Lord. Thìs ìs essential, because, if Satan can throw us 
ìnto dejectìon, then ali assnmes a dismalappeaiance: so 
ìt happened to the greatest sainta, who» in desolation of 
mìnd, were tempted to believe, that ali their preceding 
graces and celestial favours had been diabolical illu- 
sions — ^that God had abandoned them — and that thej 
had become objects of hatred ìnstead of loTe: these and 
similar gloomy ideas are pennitted hj His DÌTine 
Majestj^ to hnmiHate and pnriiy the eouls of His eleet, 
in order to ndse them to the highest degree of yirtue 
and contemplation. Take conrage, then, in the midst 
of jonr mental troubles, holding for certain that thej 
are the harbingers of the greatest consolations, and 
confLde nnreserredlj in the Disine (xoodness, with 
hnmilitj profound. Beconunend yonrself to most holj 
Mary, and saj oflai, '^ Causa nostrte Istitise, ora prò 
nobis." Bear in mind that you had the grace, like 
her, to be presented in the tempie on the Presentation 
festival It was in the tempie, that Mary knew the 
state to which Grod called her; — so mll yoa donbtless, 
leam it, and also how to banish sorrow without ceasing 
to pray. 

LXXnL Later, writing to the same religions novice 
from England, he said: " Yesterday was the festival of 
the Archangel St Michael, under whose protection 
Divine Providence has placed us, and I hope He has ob- 
tained for you abundant grace to persevere in the state 
prepared for you by the Lord's mercy, as an escape not 
only from heU, bnt also from pnrgatory, if you know 
how to oorrespond faithfully with yonr vocation. About 
a year has elapsed since you put on the sacred habit, 
which I trust you will exchange for a garment of ìncom- 
parable and everlasting beauty in Paradise. Would 
you now tum your back on Jesus Chrìst ? What, think 
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jou, ìs not the honour of being the spouse of the King 
of Glory worth the pain of siiffering oli the crosses, con- 
tradictions, and mart3rTdoins of this world? Are not a 
few years of a mild, voluntary, and honourable seclu- 
sion well spent in delivering yourself from everlasting 
fbre, and in eaming a blessed and eternai liberty among 
the children of God in heaven? Ah, my dear sisterl 
cali to mind the moments when Jesus Christ draws 
near to the heart, and from the sample of happiness 
then enjoyed, you may infer the degree of felicity 
reserved, until the time when you shall see His come- 
liness without a yeil, and be admitted to the kiss of 
eternai peace I Hence, encourage yourself to be, like 
Hioiy fastened to the cross until death. For my sake, I 
know that He descended from heaven to earth — ^that 
He passed a life of continuai sufiering — and that He 
expired in a sea of ignominy and grief 1 This know- 
ledge is enough to soothe and alleviate every sorrow. 
Here I am among heretics : alas I what a humiliation 
it is for a son of Holy Church to behold his mother 
here in the most deplorable slavery I What errors, 
vices, miseries, and folly prevail 1 Who will give tears 
sufficient to my eyes to weep over such a desolate state 
of things? God's judgments are inscrutable; but, it 
appears a divine malediction has fallen upon this land. 
It ìs a chaos, where 'nuUus ordo, sed sempitemus 
horror inhabitat.' Even nature seems to concur in 
reducing it to this condition ; for the country, generally 
speaking, presents nothing to view but hay and oak 
trees. The atmosphere is almost always cloudy, and 
whenever it shews itself serene, it appears with a 
leaden coloured veil, which weighs down one's spirits. 
O where are those evenings and days of another clime — 
when at mom, or at noontide, I could raise my eyes 
towards the sun's brilliant beams, and at night, to the 
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stany vanlt of Italy's azure sky, and feel at the same 
time, my soul, of the world umnindfal, wholly absorpt 
in God? Where, in fine, amid the warbling of night- 
ingales, I nsed to raise my voice in psahns and canticles, 
in behalf of my own necessities, and the Church's 
wants, to the Creator's eternai throne? Here, on the 
contrary, a flock of garrulous crows continually stun- 
ning my ears, render my abode stili more dismal. 
In conclusion, let me teli you that, whether I gaze at 
the heavens, or look down npon the earth, I have 
nothing left me but God. Withal, the Deity is far 
more than such a culprit as I deserve, considering that 
I have so ungratefdlly used the benefits He stili 
tmceasingly bestows." 



CHAPTER V. 

GENTILI'S SINGULAR ABILITY AND SUCCESS AS A DIRECTOR 
OF SPIRITUAL EXERCISES, ESPECIALLY IN PRIVATE- 

LXXrV. Another not less useful work of charity, 
kept Father Gentili continually occupied ; and that was 
the direction of spiritual exercises for the clergy and 
laity, who, attracted by the devout solitude of 
Monte Calvario, and by the reputation of its religious 
occupants, spontaneously carne for counsels relative to 
their choice of a state in life, or their soul's health* 
These devotional exercises were performed, not as is 
usuai in commimities, "with the accompanimentof public 
lectures and sermons ; but privately and individually, 
according to the pian of St Ignatius, to the great 
benefit of those concemed. This system prescribes 
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that each one should receive, in his ovn chamber, at 
fixed hoìirs, and by appointed persons, the corporal 
sustenance, and mental nourishinent he requires. The 
lattar is portioned out to him by the Director, with 
due legard to the circnmstances of each one's peculiar 
requirements — and care is taken that everj important 
matter under consideiation shall be carefully digested, 
in order to produce not a transient, but a permanenti/ 
good effect. 

LXXV. The qualities required, and devoutly wished 
for in a spiritual Director, were possessed by scarcely 
any one that I ever knew, in so eminent a degree, as by 
Eather Gentili. " The good Director," says Rosmini, 
in his work on the subject, " ought to be holy and wise." 
Both these qualifications were combined in Gentili: 
holiness was depicted in his countenance— -in the mod- 
est majesty of his whole appearance, — ^in the austerity 
of his life, and in the gentle gravity of his manners, 
&c. But ali these formed only the exterior bark, the 
interior substance consisted in distrust of his own 
strength, and in an unbounded confidence in Gk)d, 
while charitably undertaking the guidance of others, 
Consequently, he was not prodigai of counsels, or ex- 
cessively forward in urging to any thing, however good 
it might be. He was desirous that thoughts and 
resolutions should spring spontaneously from the heart, 
with the aid of Divine grace, rather than from one's 
own industry. And he always rejoiced at such a result 
occurring without his interference. Withal, knowing 
that in His mercy, God ordinarily makes use of 
servants, however unprofitable, for the good of souls, 
he offered his assistance, with humility, affection, and 
zeal ; and by means of secret prayers and penances, 
implored grace from the Almighty for his clients. His 
wisdom was manifest in the high esteem which he him- 
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self had formed of tlie spiritual exercises, and in the 
skill with which he employed them for his neighbour's 
advantage. He acquired a proficiency in this holy and 
useful art, by frequent and diligent practice, and first 
experienced the effects, both particular and general, on 
his own mind. He had also attentively studied two 
classica! works on the subject, viz. St. Ignatius's 
" Spiritual Exercises," and the " Directory," so dis- 
creetly compiled by order of the fifth general 
congregation of the Society of Jesus. 

LXXVL It ought not to sxirprise any one, if the 
praise of ydsdom be awarded to a skilful master of this 
spiritual science, such as was Father Gentili; for if 
men give praise to those, who by genius and study, 
acquire the art of ably representing on canvass, or in 
marble, or bronze, human forms and passions — ^why 
should commendation be denied to the spiritual artist, 
who polishes and improves the nobler part of man, 
that is, the immortai mind; by enabling it to reflect 
the sublimely beautiful and perfect image of God 
himself ? The works of the former terminate in a 
material substance, those of the latter refer to the 
spirit of a moral being. The former are subject to 
the destructive ravages of time, — ^while the duration 
of the latter is unlimited, — ^the former may fetch prices 
of gold and silver from their fond admirers on earth, 
— ^but the latter have been loved, redeemed, and pur- 
chased by the precious blood of the Lord of the 
universe ; the former are collected to adom the palaces 
of earthly monarchs, — ^the latter are exalted to the 
heavenly empyreum, and surround the glorious throne 
of the King of KingsI With regard to their relative 
difficulties, the painter and sculptor have, doubtless, an 
arduous task — ^to invent, and then to execute their 
noble conceptions, It is necessary for them to subdue 



LIFE OF THE BEY. ALOTSIUS OEKTIU. 95 

inanimate materials, wldch are almost impervious to 
the mind's lofty aspirations. They are also obliged to 
handle with ability the mnltifarious implementa of their 
professsion: it is necessarj for them to escavate and 
to laj hold of human nature, as it were, in its harmo- 
nious relationship between spirit and matter, and to 
exhibit it on a material surface, so that from what is 
visible, the inyisible may be inferred. But far more 
difficult than ali is the enterprise of him, who assumes 
to repair a divine likeness in the soul ; for he often has 
to work upon a substance, which ofiers to the operator 
not only a passive, but also an active resistance against 
its own amelioration — ^whìch hides its disorders and 
defects — ^which deceives itself and others — which, when 
immasked, is ingenious in finding obstacles to a sur- 
render of itself to what is true, just, and perfect — 
and which, with the opposition of naturai infirmity 
and malice, not seldom combines an insidious, or open 
hostility of passion and satanic power. It is here the 
skill and prudence of the Director are called for, after 
etudying well the moral state of the penitent — ^foUow* 
ing attentively his progressive or retrograde steps in 
the way of the Lord — calculating the number and 
quality of his talents in the order of natiire and grace, 
applying judiciously the proper arguments, so as to 
insist upon one truth more than another — exciting this 
afiection — suggesting that prayer, and loosening or 
drawing in the reins of bodily mortification — ^waming 
and guarding against the snares and assaults of the 
enemy — ^in short, guiding him by the hand through 
trials of darkness, ofliiction, perplexity, presumption, 
and fear, to a refuge of security and peace. This 
assiduous and admirable method of proceeding accord- 
ing to the varied character of penitents, is accurately 
detailed in the beforementioned work on a " spiritual 
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retieat." Those rules form a kind of Arsenal, wbence 
an expert conunander draws resources to ensure bis 
TÌctorj over the foe; but tbej wonld be of little or 
no use to an irresolute or inezperieneed leader. 
. LXXVJJL One of these inTalnable and clever gnides 
was Fatber Grentili, in m j opinion* Tbis may be parti j 
certified bj the good effects perceptible dnriog the short 
time of bis deyotìng bimself to tbis work of charity at 
the Holj Monnt. The first persons wbo carne to be 
directed bj bim, were so .satisfied, tbat on their return 
home, tbej sought to infuse enthusiasm into tbeir 
colleagues and otbers, and to induce them also to per- 
form a retreat in the same place, assuring them thej 
would bave no cause for r^ret. The second comers 
adopted simUar yiews ; and tbus there was a continued 
concourse of pious derotees to tbis sacred retirement. 
Among tbose wbo profited hj Fatber Gaitili's chari- 
table zeal, were some excellent ecclesìastics, wbo either 
embraced a life of perfection in the Institute of Charìty, 
and otber religious societies, or cherìsbed in tbeìr 
bearts the secret wish of so doing, as soon as they- were 
perpiitted b j extemal circumstances. 
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CHAPTER VL 

GENTILI DIRECTS THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES IN VÀRIOUS 
SEMINABIES AKD C0NYENT8 OF THE DIOCESE OF NOVARA — 
FREACHES A LENTEN COURSE OF SERMONS AT DOMODOSSOLA 

INTRODUCES THE DEVOTION IN HONOUR OF CHRIST's 

THREE HOURS' AQONT ON CALVART IHPROVES THE 

TIA CRUCIS— AND PREPARES TO REU£VE CHOLERA 
I^ATIENTS. 

LXXYIIL Owing to the reputation he had acquired 
m the diocese, the ecclesiastical authorìties invited 
Father Grentili to conduct the usuai retreats.in the 
semìnaries of Miasino, Yarallo, Gozzano, Arona, &c. 
In the first^named place, he was twice commìssioned by 
the Cardinal di Novara, to give the spiritual exercises, 
and to act as extraordinary confessor to the Ursuline 
Niins of a monastery there, as several of their novicea 
had been acquired by his charity and zeal. Conceming 
Father Gentili, one of these religious ladies wrote as 
foUows: ** It was our advantage to have him twice to 
preach the holy exercbes amongst us, to the complete 
satisfaction and edification of the whole community, as 
he lefb behind him the true fragrance of holiness, and a 
rq)utation for saintly wisdom, which will indelibly re- 
main in the memory of those who knew him. He was 
rigid towards himself while indulgent to others; he left 
those imder his guidance to ask of their own accord for 
penances and mortifications, which he was very reseived 
in allowing. He held them, withal, in esteem, and 
xnade others appreciate themhighly; so that, having tq 

7 • 
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impose a severe penance for a fault, lie ordered the 
delinquent to deprive berself of ali her usuai corporal 
austerities for a month. With those souls, howevery 
wbom he knew the Lord had called to the path of pen- 
ance, he was less dìfficult. This holj Father also knew 
how, bj persuasÌYe speech, to render sufferìng amìable 
and delightfìil for Jesus' sake. Andwhen anj obstade 
was aU^ed to the denial of self-will, he would say ia 
irresistible words: ' Courage, sister, it ìs nothing until 
you haye resisted unto blood.' FinaUj, I conclude by 
sayìng, that in m j opinion, ibis holj Father was like a 
St. Aloymns, in innocence, — a St. Francis Xavier, in 
zeal for the salvation of souls, — « St. Peter of Alcan* 
tara in austerity of life, — a St. Francis of Sales, in 
suavity of manners, — a St. Francis Borgia, in love 
towards the Blessed Sacrament, — a St. Ignatius, in 
perfect indifference — and a St. Francis of Aasiflfiium, in 
humility." 

LXXTX. In a letter to his superior, dentili mentions 
his labours here, from which it appears that, during 
ten days engaged in preaching, hearing oonfessions» 
exhorting, and other duties of his ministry, he had 
scarcely time for his meals, and the recitation of the 
divine office, which he finished at midnight, devoting 
at most, four or five hours to repose. It was to his 
noctumal psabnody, on this occasion, aocompanied by 
the nightingale's song, while beholding the majestic and 
azure canopy of the starry heavens that he alluded, 
when he wrote the before-mentioned letter £roni fo^j 
Eogland. On his joumey to Miasìno, it seems, he had 
only just half recovered firom a previous sickness — and 
retuming to Calvary in an uncovered carriage, alihough 
he was for half a day exposed to continuai rain, never^ 
theless, he retumed, by God's blessing, safe, sound, 
and oompletely restored to health. Hence he wrote the 



LIFE OF THE REV. ALOTSItIS OSimU. 99 

foUowing Cliristiaii and philosophical reflections on the 
eabject: ^' The path by which Grod has led my steps for 
6evend xnonths past, through spiritual and oorporal infir- 
mìties, has to me been troly salubrious, since I now 
really begin to be conyinced of my profound nothingness, 
and extreme helplessness. Therefore, may God be eter- 
nally blessed; may a blessìng also be on my infirmities, 
desolatioBs, and nnmberless relapses, since they have 
opened my eyes to the extent of my misery: if it 
pleases the Divine goodness to keep me on this road of 
sfiliction imtil death, I am content. But behold me 
now restored to my prìstine state, and former health, 
with the advantage of having acquired greater indif- 
ference to what I have suffered for the love of Jesus 
Christ. If, hitherto, to prolong vigils in prayer was to 
me as a truly delightfìil refreshment, it has now become 
indifferent and even repugnant, either through spiritual 
sloth or disgust. But I find therein instead, a more 
solid exercise of faith, and patience. How beautiful 
art thou, O holy confidence in Godi" 

LXXX. Father Gentili's toils in announcing the 
divine word to Diocesan seminaries and convents, were 
concluded in 1833, by a Lenten course of sermone, 
preached three times a week in the principal church 
of Domodossola. It was not without inconvenience, 
and even danger, that he executed this office, owing to 
bis weak constitution, and the inclement state of the 
weather, during which, the roads were often covered 
with ice and snow. As he left his mountain home in 
the moming, and came back to it in the evening, it 
happened that, once, on his return, he slipped, and fell 
over the brink of a very steep declivity to the immi • 
nent perii of his life, so much so, that, his priestly 
companion not being able to assist him in any other 
way, pronoxmced the sacramentai absolution. Provi- 
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dentiaìlj, bowerer, after lolliiig a short dìstanoe down 
tiie anow-dad preciptoe. Ina fìir&er desoent was stoppe! 
hj the stnmp of a tree; and nnhurt he le-aacended, 
and contìniied hìs joaincy. Thìs» perchance, iras one^ 
of the two aocìdents, in irhich, as Cren^ told a oonfi- 
dential persmi, the derìl had tried to destioj him b j 
dangerons fidk, and firom whìch, bis ^dear mammay 
Maiy," (to ose bis own expiesàon,) had so ironderlully 
presenred bìm. 

T.XXXH An ardent xeal for spiritnaD j assìatb^ bi» 
neighboarai and a most tender devotìon towaids tbe 
paaskHi €Ì oor DÌTÌne Bedeemer, enabled him, also^ U> 
find tìme to introduce on the sacied moont a new 
deTotional piactice, and to impiove anotber alieadf in 
use. The former, coaaoosàj called *^Le Tre are di 
Agonia,'' was institoted noi long ago, to aid BMxe 
sensibly the prìyate derotion of ChristìanSy in ctmt- 
memorating their Sarioiii'B kst agonising stroggles of 
mind and body, untìl bowing down hb head, Heexpired 
on the cross. For ibis pnipose, the sacred fanction 
takes place on iàie anniversaiy ci the divine tragedj, 
tbat is, on good Fridaj, nsnally fiom twelTe to three 
o'clock, pjD. Cardinal Morrozzo bad abea^ intro- 
duced into the catbedral city of Novara, ibis devoti<xi, 
at wbich he personally assìsted every year. But no 
place ooold be better adspted £sr so sorrowfiil a ectak- 
memoration tban the Calvaiy Moont, wbere aU Ae aooes- 
soTÌes reminded the spectatf»* of bis Redeemer's f«wi«t- 
The cbnreb itself was dedicated to Chrìst, of wbom a 
large and beautìfal figure afiSxed to the cross icas 
snspended OTer the aitar. When it became knovm tbat, 
on Good Friday, 1832, the "three boors' agcmy" voold 
be solemnized at Calvario, ihe crowd of people vrss so 
great, there were as many ontside as in the Cbnrch, 
irhich was crammed to excess. The following year. 
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for great^ public accommodation, the ceremony was 
performed in a spaciotis parish church of the city, and 
the method adopted was as foUows: after a few prayers, 
ledted or song, F.ther Gentili, in bis clerica! goyn 
and cap, ascended a platform on the gospel side of the 
aitar, and commenced his exordium; after which, with 
«ffectionate eamestness, he developed the first words 
that Ghrist pronounced on the cross ; vìz.: '^Father, 
forgive them, ibr they know not what they do." (Luke 
xxiiL) Then, at the end of a brief discourse, some 
stanzas are generally sung with instrumentai accompa- 
niment, which admirably aid in excitìng devout senti- 
xnents in the heart^ To give the eidiausted preacher 
time to recruit his strength, another clergyman reads 
aloud fìrom some appropriate book. When the lecturer 
ceases, at a given signal, the preacher stands up and 
<x>mments on Christ's words to the penitent thief : 
*^ This day thou shalt be with me in paradise." (Luke 
xxxiiL)* Thus, altemately, hymns, lectures, and ,i^er- 
mons, succeed each other during the three hours, which 
are concluded amid the sighs and tears of the audience, 
moved by the pathos of the subject and the speaker's 
eioquence, to tender piety and compunction, and which 
are the prelude, doubtless, to the sincere conyersion of 
not a few repenting sinners. 

LXXXIL Another devotional practice not intro- 
duoed, but improyed by Father Gentili, was the so- 
«alled "Via Crucis." From the time of the first 
foundation at Calyary, there existed a pious custom of 

* The words are usaally arranged in the foUowing order: 
(1*) " Father, forgive them, for they knoW not what they do.'* 
X2.) ^This day thou shalt be with me in paradise." (3.) 
** W<omaB, behold thy son-Hsnn, behold thy mother." (4.) ** I 
ihirst." (5.) ** My 6od, my Grod, why hast Thou forsaken me!" 
(6.) *<It is consummated." (7.) *< Father, into Thy hands, I 
éommend my spiriC 
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visiting tbis Holy Moant, not onlj thtongli corìositjiv 
but also in imitation of tbe oompossionette women, who 
foUowed onr Saviour dnrìng Hìs Bonowfol jonniey ta 
GWgotba. Hence orìgìnated the piotts castom of 
representing, at intervals, in niches or chapels along' 
the road, tbe princìpal scenes connected irith the 
passion and death of a Mon-^^od. Tfais was ihe case 
with theinhabitants of Domodoesola, when the Institate 
of Charity sought ita fint asylnm at the Monte Cai' 
vano. From the commencement ci Lent nntil the 
*' finding of the Holy Cfoss," on SnndajB and feetirals, 
ailer the erening parochìal serricey the people, divided 
into ranks more or less nnmerons, of men, women, udd 
children, would meet at the foci of calTaij, and pionsljr 
reciting prayera, ascend the acclivity, making a halt at 
everj chapel or station, while one of their niunber read 
aloud the partìcxdar narratiye connected with that por- 
tion of the Via Cruciar 

LXXXIIL ThÌ0 mode of proceeding appeared io 
Father Gentili obnoxions to 'some objections, and 
he deemed it capable of amélioration, if perfonned 
under the superintendence of some zealous and experi- 
eneed ecclesiastic. As he himself was well aoquainted 
with the method in use at the Colosseum in Bome, he 
obtained leare from the authoritieB to regniate the prò- 
cession in the following order. At the usuai hour on 
festivals, from the house of the Institute, he carne with 
a small band of religìous, preceded bj a cross bearer, 
to the foot of the mountain. Then heading the people 
there assembled, the clergy led the way in good order 
to the first station. Here Father Gentili, or a compa- 
nion, read aloud an ezplanation of the mystery theie le- 
presented. At the end of the lecture, a choir of well 
practised singers chanted .hymns appropriate to the 
occasion ; after which the people moyed on, altemately 
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Teciting prayen till they arriyed at the third station. 
Thìs mode of proceedixig was lepeated fourteen times, 
uatil they reacKed the summit ; then entering the 
Chiirch, they received a blessing with the sign of Jte- 
demption. The modestj of the religious— the devout 
harmonj — and the fervid manner of the lecturer at the 
different stations, to which the I>ÌTÌne Lamb had been 
pleased to be diagged like a sheep to the slaughter for 
man's salvation, attracted alarge multitude of ali ranks, 
«gè, sex, and condition. This yisible religious commo- 
tìon was doubtless indicative of the edification and 
pioQS sentiments imparted to, as well as received bj, ali 
piesent. 

LXXXIV. In the spring of the year 1832, afker 
decimating many r^ons of Europe, the cholera-morbus 
extended itself to Italy, where it caused the greatest 
ravages. It is in similar circumstances, that an essential 
dìITerenoe, between the mountebank philanthropy of 
worldlings, and the operative charity of Christ^s 
modest disciples, becomes manifest At the approach 
of one of these soourges of humanity, the former seem 
paralyzed with affright — and solely intent on their own 
safety, they abandon in terror their dearest relatives 
and friends ; whereas the religious Christian rises 
superior to danger, andencouraged by faith and chaiity, 
devotes his life and substance to the spiritual and 
oorporal wants of his brethren, expecting no other 
reward in this world than to fall a yictim to his com- 
passionate benerolence. Profane philanthropists may 
unite in danger together for selfish and epicurean pur- 
poses, like those recorded in the Fiorentine Boccaccio's 
Decamerone. But evangelical charity alone can pro- 
duce such Constant, pure, and heroic acts of mercy, as 
are réiated by Manzoni, in his accoimt of the Capuchin 
Father, Christopher, during the piagne at Milan. (I 
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Pitxnessi Sposi, §. 31.) Tei stnoge lo saj, while «a 
ungratefol world often i^plauds the tsìb boastiiigs oT 
phìlosophers, 8elf-«t)rled humiiiie, it traduces and per- 
secutes with ita o(»fiscatioii8, mftligiiity, and acom tiie 
good relìgious of both sexes, who are e^er tbe most 
unostentatioiis, intrepid, and g/soooos bene&ctoEB otf 
sufierìng hmnanitj. 

LXXXY. Ai the end of Aprii in the befaremoitkft' 
ed jear, tidìngs arrÌYed of the proximity of the 
dreaded dìsease to Ikanodofisola; and in the not £ur 
distant Swiss city of Biigg, it had carried off in a few 
dajs, twenty-seven TÌctims. This news alaimed the 
town conncil of the fiist-named place, and induced them 
to adopt precaxitionaij measnres. The mnmcipal seiare- 
tary, Signor Bianchi, was deputed to Calirary, to solicìt 
ìts superìors (of whom Father Gentili was the only one 
at home), to assist the cìtìc authorities in this perikyos 
emergency. Besides the aid of the farethren of charity, 
they reqnested the loan of the conrent of the Sisters of 
ProYidence, to serve as an hospital for cholera patients» 
Before giving a definite answer, Father Gentili wrote 
for instructions to his snperior, Bosmini, then in Trent, 
and received a faronrable reply, as may be seen from 
the foUowìng correspondence between them. After stat- 
ing the case in his letter, the first of May, 1832, Gelatili 
g )es on to reqnest an immediate answer, ^^becanse," he 
says, ^^we wish fi>r it cren more than they, aeeing that 
€rod presents to ns in oor own honse, a fine field for the 
exercise of spiritual and corporal charity towards onr 
neighbonr; we exult with a holy joy, and ali with one 
Yoice, derics and lay biothers, we solicit not merel^f 
permission, which will not, donbtless, be denied ns, bui 
the order of obedience to sacrifice oor whole lives, not 
only in the care of the hospital, but also in affocdin^ 
help to the sick dsewhere, if reqnired, in these 
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■tàmes. Omnia possum in eo, qtd me confortata 
Ali in the house, as well afi mjeelf, feel so much courage 
and Joy, that were it not for the detrìment it might 
biing to ouT neighbours, we would wish not to be 
exempted from this fearful visitation. In the mean- 
time, Satan, who sharpens so many tongues against us, 
has already caused a report to be spread, that, when 
the epidemie comes, we shall ali take flight I But, by 
the grace of God, we shall see, whether our detractors 
be not the very first to take to their heels. Now, we 
bave prayers and benedictions, and I bear that a peni- 
tential procession is coming to our church, where a tri* 
duo Ì0 to be performed : praise be to God, that the 
hearts of men are beginning to be moved, although not 
sufficiently, because sinners are stili indifferent about 
the matter, and flatter themselves, either that the pes-* 
tìlence will not make ita appearance» or allow them 
partly if not wholly to escape." 

To this conmiunication Bosmini answered as follows: 

" Treni, &th May, 1832. 
"Without a moment's delay, I proceed to answer 
your enquiry. If compassion for those threatened by 
the impending malady has occasioned me pain, the 
tùmnimous desire manifested by my dearest brethren at 
Calvary, of risking their lives in the serrice of the 
infirm for the sake of Jesus Christ, has filled me with 
stili greater joy and consolation. The love of Jesus 
now presents you with a fine opportunity of gaining a 
desirable crown, if you die in so charitable an office I 
O how oonsoling the words, you will one day bear: 
* Infirmus eram, et visitastis mei' Certainly, than this^ 
there can be no safer insurance for your eternai salva- 
tion. If I can, I will also assuredly come to lend you 
a helping band, and take a share in your happy labours 
for Christ. With regard to the house tenanted by me. 
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X place it entirely at tke disposai of the mtmicipalitjr 
for a public Hospital Indeed, I will make known as 
much to Signor Bianchi, in the letter, with which thia 
is accompanied. Howeyer, let us combine prudence 
with zeal, as our Guide and Master recommends ; that 
is, to take precautions both for soul and bodj: I say 
for the soul, because in public visitations of this kind^ 
the soul is exposed to more dangers than usuai, 
owing to greater freedom from restraint, and other 
causes. On which account, the greatest vigìlance is 
incumbent on superiors. Take the subject into con- 
eid^ration, and let me know the result of your 
f^c^ections, together with a provident pian for our 
brethren's conduct in the case of sickness. Praj un- 
ceasingly, and make known to ali, with my saluta- 
tions, the comfort I experience in their generous offer- 
ing. We are here, also, ali of the same mind, and 
we have alreadj offered ourselves to the Bishop. I 
wish also that you would do the same: write to the 
Bishop an appropriate letter, in which you offer your 
senrices for the care of both bodies and souls of the 
8Ìck (excepting the corporal care of females, which I 
absolutely exclude), in any shape, and in any part of 
the diocese, he may wish to employ you. TeU him, 
moreover, in your letter, that this is done spontaneously 
by each one of you, after mature counsel, with confi- 
dence in God, and with the consent and permission of 
your superior. Then let each one subscribe his name, 
b^ginnii^ with the vice superior down to the lay 
brothers inclusively. So that ali our brethr^i may be 
of one mind, in one holocaust, without any exceptioo. 
FarewélL" 

LXXXYIL But God, who doubtless accepted the 
liberal oblation of their hearts, did not will the exterìor 
sacrifice, either at Trent or Domodossola, during that 
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jriBar. To Gentili it was reserved to die a yictim of 
charity, at a kter perìod, in Ireland, as we shall relate 
in due conrse, when we treat of bis apostolic labotirs in 
Great Britain. In the mean tìme, it appears that 
hearen afforded him a pledge of his future achiere- 
ments, bj the extraordinary reception of a noble young 
English Lady into the Catholic Church. This event» 
.wiiicli happened at Domodossola, in the October, 1833, 
shall be narrated in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE WOKDEBFUL CONVERSIOK OF A TOURO EKGLISH 
LADY, FROH HEBEST TO THE GATHOUC FAITH. 

LXXXVIIL Among England's ancient and illustrious 
houses is that of Trelawney, so denominated fix)m a 
castle of the same name, appertaining to the famìly 
irom tìme immemorial. At the time of which ve are 
about to speak, the chief of this numerous and noble 
race, was the remarkable and nearly octogenarian, Sir 
Henry Trelawney, who, after having been a dignitary 
of the Anglican sect— was converted to the true 
faith, and received sacerdotal orders in the Catholic 
Church. Two of his daughters, Anna Letitia, and 
Maria, also became Catholics. This consolation was 
somewhat alloyed, by seeuig his eldest son, William, a 
member of parlìament for the county of Comwall, stili 
a protestante Howerer, the good old baronet hoped 
that the Lord in His mercy, would one day conduct also 
nis beloyed son to the true fold, as the latter was not 
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adlrerse to the Catholic relìgion, and Had co-operated in 
passing the emancipation act. Hìs yoting daughters 
were also favourably inclìned: one of these, named 
Lsetitia, perhaps as a reward for zeal displayed in a 
good cause, was called by God from error to the ortho- 
dox belief of her ancestors. 

LXXXIX. In the spring of the year, 1833, the before- 
mentioned Miss Laetitia aocompanied her aunt to Italy, 
on a visit to her grandfather, Sir Henry, who had 
taken up his abode at Laveno, on the banks of the 
Lago Maggiore. The parents of Laetitia did not fear 
the danger of her becoming a proseljrte, as she Vfns 
cordially attached to anglicanism — and remarkably 
clever and acute: they therefore did not refuse their 
consent to her travelling abroad. Her talents and 
acquirements were ìndeed remarkable. Excellent in 
drawing, music, and similar accomplishments, she Was 
also a profìcient in the French, German, Italian, Latin, 
and Hebrew languages, besides being well versed in the 
most subtle disputes and sectarian controversies, which 
distract and lacerate the varied ranks of EnglìsE 
society. In order to inforni herself better of the tenets 
of opposing sects, she had attended the sermons of 
different dissenting ministers, and leamt the aiguments 
used in support of their own opinìons, while combating 
the doctrines of their adversaries. Yet ali this while, 
she stili adhered to the Church established by law. 
But, that all-wise and merciful Being, who sometimes 
makes apparently conflicting causes tend to the same 
efiect, providentially ordained that this damsel's singu- 
lar erudition and special knowledge of Latin and 
Hebrew, instead of confirming her in the pride of self • 
conceit, and in the fancied superiority of her private 
judgment, should conduce to her humbly bowing down 
proud reason in obedience to faith. 
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XC. On her arrivBl in Italy, LaBtitia vaa naturally 
obliged as it were, in spite of herself, to breathe an 
atmosphere of Catholicism, and she viewed it in a 
different light from what it appeared to her in England* 
Liying with a fanùly of near and most dear relations, 
no longer protestants, but ferrent Catholics, — ^that 
is to saj, "with her two annts and aged Grandfather, 
she saw the Catholic religion credited, loved, and prò- 
fessed, not only vìthin domestic walls, but also in 
TÌllages, market towns, and capital cities — bj peasants, 
tradesmen, merchants, public c^cers, kings and princes, 
by rich and poor» patricians and plebeians, the ignorant 
as well as the leamed of an entire nation* She beheld 
this religion exercising a swsj supreme over the most 
beautifìil and renowned country in the world; — she 
gazed on its vast number of churches and basilicae» 
dedicated to Grod and His saints, wherein it is difficult 
to know whether one ought to admire most the pro- 
fusion of gold and Silver, or the architectural elegance 
of the buildings, or the artistic yalue of the paintings 
and statues. The Catholic Church's solemn and mag- 
nificent worship affected and surprised her; — the splen- 
did gamiture of altars on festal days — ^the sumptuous 
apparel of the sacred ministers — the hierarchical 
arrangement of the clergy — ^the dignified ceremonial-— 
the gravity of ecclesiastical music — ^the soul-absorbing 
sound of bells and organs — ^the processions of alternate 
Joy, and penitential sorrow — ali combined to make a prc* 
found impression on her heart — ^to diminish her preju- 
dices — and to convince her that Catholicism is not that 
absurd and ridiculous system so often depicted by its ene- 
mies. Hence she suspected the lattar to be either deceiv - 
ed or deceivers, and as they had calumniated Catholi- 
city in matters which she had witnessed with her own 
eyes, so she deemed it not unlikely that they had made 
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false imputations in other respects. In the mean time, 
she felt a concealed jet ardent desÌTe to act as she had 
done with the doctrìnes of dissenten, yìz. to stodj and 
examìne deeplj the foundations of the Catholic Faitiu 
Eyen when in England, in order to remore ali doubts 
on the important subject of belonging to the tme 
Chnrch, she had in vain wished to be able to make a 
just oomparison by consniting the works of the Fathers 
in the four first ages of Christianity — as these were 
held bj her to be teachers of Chrìst's trae doctrìne, 
She wished, in fine, to ascertain whether what she 
had hitherto been taught by the ministers of her 
own creed, was correct or not, viz. the assertion that 
the dogmas in which Catholic priests differ firom Angli- 
can parsons, are inventions of the former, and vere 
wholly unknown to primitive writers. 

XCL In September, 1833, whether designedly or 
acddentally, I know not, Lsetitia removed with her 
aiints to Domodossola, near which place, they khew was 
the residence of Dr. Gentili, with whom they had had 
some relationship before in Bome. After the reciprocai 
exchange of visits prescribed by urbane nsage, their 
Gonversation spontaneonsly tumed on the topic of 
religion; and Lstitia thought in her own mind, that 
her sacerdotal friend, whose leaming and piety she 
esteemed, was sent by the Almighty as an Angel from 
heayen to guide her steps in the arduous path she had 
ohosen. Wherefore, one day, she ingenuously mani- 
ifested her idea to Dr. Gentili, who strenuously ezhorted 
her to prosecute her pian, and Idndly rendered what- 
ever assistance was in his power. After this, long and 
frequent oonferences took place, durìng which the 
Catholic doctiines vere categorically defined — contro- 
verted points debated — and Lstitìa herself collated 
those passages of the Andent Fathers» whose wiìtings 
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oontain anj mention of the Saciifice of the Mass, the 
Seven Sacramenta, Furgatory, Churoh auihorìty, the 
Pope's supremacy, extemal worship, ^ For this pur- 
pose, were procured the works of St. Ignatins the 
martyr, St. Justm, St. Irensus, St. Dionisius the 
Areopagite, (or the writings which are ascrìbed to 
him), Tertallian, Si Cyprian, St. Cjril of Jerusalem, 
St. Jerom, and St. Augnstin, which she read, regarding 
the polenùcal subjecta in question. 

XCII. To avoid prolixitj, I must omit a detailed 
account of ali these controversial discussions; sufice it 
to say, that the first debate was about the truth and 
reality of the bloodless sacrifice of the aitar, commonlj 
called the Mass. Among the proofs adduced by Gentili 
for its existence and necessity, was the foUowing 
remarkable text from the ProphetMalachy: ''Non est 
xmhi Yoluntas in vobis, didt Dominus exercituum, et 
munus non suscipiam de manu vestra. Ab ortu enìm 
solis usque ad occasum magnum est nomen meum in 
gentibus: et in omni loco sacrificatur, et offertur nomini 
meo oblatio munda." 

It was not difficult for the disceming and sincere 
eatechumen to perceiye in these prophetìc words, the 
reprobation of carnai and figurative sacrifices among 

« 

the Jews, and the vocation of the Gentìles to the Church, 
and the institution among the lattei of a perennial and 
universal sacrifice, in which for the greater gloiy of 
God would be ofiered up a pure and immaculate yictùn. 
Indeed, Lstitia was so struck by the evidence of this 
prophecy regarding the Mass, that supposing some in- 
terpolation in the Latin text of the vulgate, she deter- 
mined on examining the originai Hebrew text; and 
when she found that it was an accurate version, she 
ìmmedìately acknowledged this true and fundamental 
axticle of our faith. After this triumph of grace, the 
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enquirer fixmd the other obstades less dìfficolt to 
ofHiie, 80 ihat the intellect being once oomrmoed. Urne 
onlj rentuned the difficulty af oatwaii^ manilèstìiig 
what she inwsrdly bdieved, by a solemn profeBBàan of 
her fidth in Cathf^dsni. 

XCIIL But to ihìs step, she iras noi so eaaOy led. as 
mìght at first be ìmagìned: nay, the ìnfonal eDewr« 
sabdned in the intdlectnal oomibat» sought to repair 
bis defeat bj a powerfbl attack on the irìlL He rcpce- 
sented to her fioicj that to jìeld so soon to the aign- 
ments of an obscoie prìest» iras to detiact from tiie 
lepatation die enjoyed in the irarid fin* snpenor talent 
and abìlitj. He r ev iv ed alao^ in her mind, tibe old 
prgndioe agaìnst those» irho desert the creed in whick 
they irere bom, and that it ms particakily unbe- 
ooming in a peraon of her eLerated oondìtion. Mc ii e we g, 
he magnified die probable giìef and perhi|i6 anger of 
her fkther, modier, àsters, and olher prot es l ant ida- 
thres» at the news whidi &nie iroald soon oonrcr to 
them. of her hariiig abjmed her natìre rdigion. TWse 
mnd sìmilar peipìexing temptations agitated her breast» a» 
TÌolentlT, that it ms feared she woold not bare the moni 
ooorage tooveroome theoi. But ber spìiìtoal anaóIiBnr 
iras not inactire dmii^ this terrible stmggle vidi ber 
iniiàble foe^ and aided ber miirb in brr fimi ir bii n ii ii i 
ci TÌctoiT. Beàdes demonstimting the nmeuonabSe- 
n^s of these af^arebenàons» Father GcntOi cabned and 
fordfied ber nùnd, bj ali the means an ardent cbaiitr 
oonld snsgest. He soogbt^ «pedalìr, for aid fom co. 
Hì^b. To God be cf ered np bis piaTeis and aiKtiexì- 
tìe». bodi daj and nigbt« far ber silnìTs sahratkii. Bnt» 
not so satisfied. be wiote to bis òicnds in oonnaits ani 
eiieirbere, to mute witb bini in tiùs appeal to HearesL 
He ob-tained leare 6\3n the eocL^astkal acthcfirr, 
duiisg the XoTena precedila tbe fetiTil of the 
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Rosaty, to have public prayere offered in the paro- 
chial Chnrch, while the blessed Eucharist was exposed 
on the aitar, and to implore the help of Her, whom the 
liturgy designates as " the destroyer of ali heresies.'* 
A deaf ear was not tnmed to these supplications by 
God's holy Mother, for on the Rosaiy-festiral, the 
catechnmen rose snperìor to every impedìment, ^ and 
declared herself desirous of being received as speedily 
and as publicly as possible, ìnto the bosom of her holy 
Mother, the Roman Catholic Church. 

XCIV. The Cardinal Bishop of Novara, who then 
happened to be at Gozzano, was apprised of the event, 
and was soHcited by the town authorities to grace the 
ceremony by his presence, if possible. To this eminent 
personage, who was &r advanced in years, the Tre- 
lawney family had been already recommended by 
Cardinal Odescalchi ; he therefore willingly acceded to 
the proposai, and intimated his intention of ofiiciating 
himself on the oocasion. Sunday, the 13th of October, 
was appointed; a day on which were commemorated 
two festivals ; that of Blessed Mary's ineffable mater- 
nity, and that of England's royal Saint Edward. At 
an early hour, a large conconrse of people hastened to 
the Church to be witnesses of the interesting scene. 
The Cardinal, in his episcopal robes, attended by his 
Vicar General — the Canons of the collegiate chapter, 
and other clergymen, prayed for some time in silence 
before the aitar, and then, seating himself on the faldis- 
torium, commenced the ceremony. The catechumen, 
clothed in white garments, then approached the foot of 
the aitar, where, with modest dignity she pronounced 
aloud an abjuration of Anglican crrors, and her pro- 
fession of the Catholic faith. The Cardinal bishop then 
administered the baptismal rite to her conditionally, 
as is prudently prescribed by the Holy See, in similar 

8 
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cases, owing to the well groimded fear of the fonner 
baptism being defective either in matter or form. 
After the christening, His Emìnence addressed to the 
neophyte, an affectionate and impressive allocntion, in 
which he forcibly pointed out the importance of the 
heavenly favour which had just been bestowed, — ^the 
perii' from which she had been drawn of losing ber 
soni with those who remain ont of the pale of the trae 
Chnrch — and finally, exhorted her and the assembly to 
unite in presenting glory, praise, and thanksgiving to 
God — ^the giver of every good and perfect gift. 

XCVL After the discourse, the Ambrosian hymn 
was sung, and the Eucharistic benediction was solemnl j 
imparted to the congregated spectators, who retumed 
much affected and edified to their homes, and narrated 
the above-mentioned novel scene, to those who had 
been absent. The day following, in the succursal 
church of St. Joseph, the same Cardinal bishop con- 
firmed the neophyte Laetitìa, and at his Mass she made 
her first communion. This solemnity was also con- 
cluded with a " Te Denm." Lsetitia's heart was now 
fiUed with joyful gratitude, not only towards God, but 
also towards the instruments of His mercy in her regard. 
Subsequently, in Eome, when admitted to an audience, 
by the Pope, — she related to His Holiness the circum- 
stances of her conversion, acknowledging that, under 
God, it was owing to Father GentilL Then shewing 
a miniature of the Blessed Virgin, which she had 
painted herself, she requested the Holy Father to im- 
part to it his apostolical benediction, as she intended to 
present it to her before-mentioned Instructor. The 
Supreme Pontiff graciously complied, and enriched the 
owner of it with an indulgence. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE FIRST NEGOTIATION ' ABOUT INTRODUCING THE 
INSTITUTE OF CHARITY INTO THE COUNTY OF LEICESTER, 
DIOCESE OF NOTTINGHAM, IN ENGLAND — MISUNDERSTAND- 
ING, ETC. 

XCVII. We are now iipon the ève of introducing 
Father Gentili and his companions into Great Britain. 
But, beibrehand, it may net be inexpedient to relate 
briefly the origin of this mission, as well as its pros- 
perous and adverse vicissitudes. 

XCVin. In the preceding book, it was narrated 
how Divine Providence had given to the Institute of 
Charity some signs of a vocation to promote the glory 
of God in the British Empire. My readers will no 
doubt remember the conversation in Rome between 
Gentili on the one hand, and the Irish Rector and Mr. 
Ambrose Phillipps on the other. On the return of the 
last-named Gentleman to England, in the summer of 
1831, he began immediately to consider the ways and 
means of settling a colony of charitable religious in his 
native country. But, his being stili dependent on his 
Protestant father, was a barrier to his generosity and 
zeal in furthering the interests of the Catholic religion. 
Withal, he did not omit in the mean time to promote 
the design. He had an interview on the subject with 
the Bishop of the district, the Right Rev. Dr. Walsh, 
who showed himself willing to aid in establishing the 
new Missionaries in Loughborough. AH parties seem- 
ed at first, to be pleased with this project, so that 
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m priest iras select«d, wìth the Bisbc^^s oonsiest. to 
tiiivel thiongh Engluid collectiiig alins, in order to 
f< >and a house and church for the Institate of Charitr, 
in the before-mentioned city. Bnt thia pian was soon 
altered. and the Bishop nished fìirther prooeedinss to 
be delaved until he had wiitten to Cardinal TTeld in 
Bome, for oonnsel relatÌTe to the Institute of Chaiirr. 
XCEX. Of ali thìs, Mr. Phillìpps look caie to ìnform 
his friend, the Father Bosmini in hìs frequent letters. 
These epistolaiy comninnications display admirmble 
candour, fenrent piety, and aident zeal for the gloiy of 
God, and the salvation of his countrymcii. They 
express, moreoTer, the wrìter's sorrow at not b^c? 
able to bring OTer the colony at hìs ovm expense; 
mention is also made of his nnsaòcessfVd negotiaticns 
with the Bishop and others— and finaUy, of the sinìsto* 
repcrts, which were spreading against the nascent 
society, as well as of the eril consequences lìkely to 
resnlt therefrom. With eqnal eamestness and affecticHa, 
Bosmini replied to his yonng friend; and by good 
coonsel, endeavoured to keep alire his zeal for the 
good cause, animating his confidence in God, and le- 
commending that prudence, which is so neoessaiy for 
those who tiy to second obediently, and not to antici- 
pate presumptuously. Divine Proridence in eveiy thing. 
AboTC ali, howerer, he intimated how requisite it iras 
to obtain the approbation of the Bishop, whose wise 
circTimspection he commended in not being willing to 
resolve definitively, before receiving direction and adrice 
from Kome. In his letter (dated Aprii 3, 183l?\ 
Bosmini writes thus: ^*I am glad that my Lord Bishop 
tums to Bome for counsel, becanse from thence it is 
that the Dirine will must be manifested in these affairs. 
And in onler that this nejrotiation mar become more 
unexceptionable, I deem it proper not to write as vou 
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advise, either to the Cardinal Vicar or to the Pope, 
because the less I enter into^similar business, the 
greater cairn do I experience — and the better I seem to 
ascertain the will of the Lord. In the mean time, I 
forward you a very succinct description of the Insti- 
tute of Charity, which yonr own knowledge of Italian 
may enable you to translate into English: and then 
send a copy thereof to your Prelate. Any other infor- 
mation that may be desired, shall be forthwith com- 
municated." 

C. Bosmini, besides, acknowledged that the hor- 
rible calumnies which were circulating in England 
against the Institute, gave him great pain: neverthe- 
less, he consoled himself with the hope, that God 
would soon effect the triumph of innocence and truth. 
For he opined that, on this occasion, adversaries tra- 
duced not through wilful malice, but through mental 
ignorance. If they examined more carefully the ques- 
tions at issue, and enquired attentively whether there 
was really any reasons for condemning an incipient and 
pious association of priests and laymen, who only sought 
to promote God's glory, and to sanctify their own souls, 
these parties, he trusted, would retract any injurious 
imputation, according to the rules of strict justice and 
charity. He added, finally, that it would not be diffi- 
cult to send a series of irrefutable arguments, capable 
of banishing ali suspicion concerning these absurd and 
gratuitous charges. But he apprehended that to weave 
a similar apology, would be to squander in vain much 
precious time. For his spiritual comfort, however, he 
would make known to him a brief recently received 
from the Holy Father, Pope Gregory the Sixteenth, 
leplete with benignity and affection, of which so many 
proofs had been already given. In this document, His 
Holiness, after congratulating on the foundation of the 
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Institute, in the dioceses of Xorara and Treni, diewed 
a desire to see it more largelr extended, with the appro- 
vai of the Bisliops, and to enconrage the futhfhl m 
the pious design, he bestowed on its promoters a 
treasiire of spiritual graces and indnlgencea.* 

CL Overjoyed at this news, Mr. Phillipps anxioiisly 
awaìted Cardinal Weld's answer to the bishop: as 
Lord Clifford had been wiitten to, throngh him it 

« GREGORIUS XVI. 
P.M. 

Dilecte FìG, ealntem ei apostolìcam Benedictionein. 
Bxcepixniis libenti plaoe animo littens plurìlms tose in Nos^ 
Bedemque Apastolicam obaerrantifle noUs distiociasy qvas die 
10 mensis Jaiinarii ad Nos dedisti, loquens de pia socìetate quae 
dicitur Institutnm charìtatis, quseque in teiritorìo NoTaiiensi tiiìs 
curis atqoe approbante Episcopo fondata fiiit. Ei primo qnìdem 
nimciabas idem Institutum faiase naper a Tridentino etiam 
Epbcopo in Dicecf'sim suam accorsitam, ibique nomen illi de- 
disse Ecclesiasticoa plures tìtos, ei eoa qoìdem TÌrtate, 
pnestaiUes. Qua sane de re, Nos 0eo bonornm omnium 
ancton hamillimas giatias persolTÌmns; qoandoqnìdena età 
Iijstitutum hujiismodi aoctoritate hujsa aanetae seda ctmSwmat' 
tuoi adhuc non ait, bene tamen de ilio speramns, pnnndeque 
ipsum consentientiboa Tenerabìlibas Fratrìbos Episcopis 
dilatarì kctamur. Deinde Tero qnod attinei ad sacraa indol- 
gentias quaa ejosdem Instituti aa»eclis concedi poainlabaa^ 
accipies Dilecte Fili, rescrìptum com nostrìa kisce littois com- 
plicatum ex quo intelliges quemadmodom tese hiiic petitiooi 
censuerimns annoendnm. Ad bsc certiorem Te fadmna, 
perreiiissead noe Libmm super princìpìis moralis dìsciidiBS 
ac Te editmn, ei dono Nobis missum, Tibiqne gratnm prò 
munere animum profitemnr. QoamTia antem Nos graTÌsBÌniìs 
Apostoiicia principatus cnris disienti libnun ipsnm legne ad- 
huc non potuerìmus, fiicile tamen Nobìs pasnademia cwkiet 
saniorì docirinae oonsentaneom in omnihwr esse, ei hnie iasséas 
penitilem. Age reio dilecte Fili stndiom caiasque inaa ad 
Dei honorem ecclestsqueutilitatem ixnpenderepeiKas copìosana 
deinde prò laboribua tuis accepturus in codo mercedena. 
Intere* patenue qua te in TÌsccribaa Chrìatì am] 
charìtatis pignus aii apostolica Benedictio!, qua tibi 
cordìs depromptam impertimur. — Ronue apud Si. Petrnm dìs 
27 3Iart, 1832. (Pontificatus nostri. Anno il) 



LIFE OF THE REV. ALOTSIUS OEKTIIJ. 119 

was expected the wished for information would soon 
arrive. One of Rosmini'» correspondents, an Irish 
Clcrgyman in Rome, was employed by the Cardinal to 
get the most precise and necessary details conccrning 
the said Institute. Without delay, to satisfy the 
enquireis, Father Rosmini wrote a letter, dated the 9th 
of October, 1832, from which I quote the following 
long extract, on account of the importance of the 
subject: "The enclosed leaf is a short but faithful 
description of the Institute of Charity. I beg of you 
to get it neatly copied, and to submit it in my name, 
to his Eminence Cardinal Weld, who desires an explicit 
and precise notice of this Society. 

CU. " The relationship wherein the Institute standa 
to the Episcopate, and about which the Cardinal parti- 
cularly desires to be informed, will be found clearly 
explained in the aforesaid regulation. In my opinion 
the nature of the Institute is such, that it can never 
come into collision with the bishops, because it does not 
act but in accordance, principally, with the request of 
the Bishops themselves, and is subject to them in ali 
that regards sacerdotal functions, and the cure of souls ; 
— being dependent only on its own immediate superiors 
for its internai government — the maintenance of 
religious discipline — ^the location of members — and the 
undertaking or resigning of offices, which, though 
assumed in consequence of their neighbour's solicita- 
tions, it never seeks to hold, 

" From your letter, I also infer that his Eminence 
wishes to know what system Father Grentili and his com- 
panions propose to follow in England. If it shall please 
Providence that Gentili with othersshould goto England, 
they propose to act in conformity with the annexed 
mie: thatis, to proceed quietly and calmly, andto con- 
fine themselves, in the first place, to the duties propei 
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to Christians and Priests ; and as to extemal operations, 
they would wait for the Bishop's orders, and the calls of 
their neìghbours. They would then be ready for any 
good work as long as they had strength to laboor. If 
it were desirable that Gentili and his companions 
should take charge of a parìsh, it would be aooepted, 
and administered aocording to canon law, and the 
episcopal ordinances, wìthout claiming any exemptions 
or privileges whatever. If it were deemed prefer- 
able to employ Gentili in preaching, teaching, or 
assisting the poor and the sick in hoepitals, these 
offices also would be performed. In fine, our Institute 
wìshes its priests to have no predilections, but to be 
willing when legitimately lequired, but not of their 
own impulse, to assume every sort of good work, 
because in every thing, they opine, that God is equally 
served," 



CHAPTEE VIIL 

KEW ATTEMPTS TO INTRODUCE THE INSTITUTE, FIBST 
AT TRELAWNET — AND THEN AT PBIOB PABK. 

Olii. While in this way, the negotiations for intro- 
ducing the Institute of Charity into the Midland 
District were proceeding, Providence disposed that it 
should be wished and asked for also in the Western 
district. The bands of Christian friendship, which 
united some individuals of the noble Trelawney family 
with certain members of the Institute of charity, sug- 
geeted the idea and the resolve of confiding to a little 
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colony of the latter, the mission, which the former 
maintained on their estate for the benefit of the 
Catholics in the neighbourhood. The old Baronet, 
Sir Henry, havìng made known this design to the 
locai superior of Calvary house, in Italy, the only 
difficulty that occurred, was the delay that prudence 
required for its accomplishment: for which end before 
ali, it was necessary to address formai letters to the 
Abate Rosmini, as superior general of the Institute, and 
to the apostolic vicar of the district, whereìn the 
mission was to be established. 

CIV. The Baronet, by the instmmentality of his 

daughter, wrote first to Bishop Baines, whose answer, 

dated 5th February, 1833, was to the foUowing effect: 

*' To the proposai of establishing the Fathers of Charity 

at Trelawney, I can have no objection, nay, I wiUingly 

accede to the project of your pious father, with the sole 

reserve that he be first assured by good authority, that 

the Pope approves of the Institute, or at least of its 

members : I do not mean to say that His HoHness must 

have already approved of the Institute in a solemn 

manner as a religious order; but, merely that Father 

Kosmini's associates be not disapproved of by the 

Church. While these religious, as missionaries, remain 

subject to the ordinary — ^the fact of their belonging to 

a religious corporation cannot be excepted to I hope by 

any bishop. For the religious character is an addi- 

tional merit, and a means calculated to make the 

possessor more pleasing to God, and, * ceteris paribus,* 

to render him a more eflicient minister of the church. 

Wherefore I leave the whole of this affair to the charity 

and prudence of your father, hoping and praying that 

God may aid and direct him in the accomplishment of 

this useful and praiseworthy enterprise, and also 

reward him abundantly for his good work." 
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CV. HaTing obtamed this favoiirable answer frcm 
the Bishop, they quicklj sent to the Abate Rosmini, a 
formai demand, subacrìbed by Sir Henry Trelawney 
and his two daughters. The dociiment, written in the 
French language, was to the following effect: "I take 
the liberty to write to yon conceming onr project of 
having two of yonr priests, and a lay brother, to take 
charge of the Catholic chapel in our mansion in Eng- 
land. Bishop Baines, the yicar apostolic of onr district, 
on being made acquainted with our desire, answered in 
8uch a way as to assure ns of his entire appri/bation, 
provided the approvai of Rome be obtained (as you 
may leam from the enclosed letter), the testimonial, 
which we expect from day to day, we feel snre of, 
Father Gentili beÌQg weU known in the beforementioned 
city. We therefore make bold to nrgently solicit you 
will no longer delay the fdlfilment of our desìres, in 
granting us the abovementioned. Console us, then, 
Rev. Father, console me and my daughters, who unite 
with me in this request. At Domodossola, you will 
find at your disposai tìie means necessary foi the 
joumey. Your colony on their arrivai in £ngland will 
be temporarily lodged in my mansion, where there is a 
chapeL Later, a site can be chosen for building the 
new house and church. Should I not live long enough 
to carry out this pian, I have already taken some 
necessary measures for the work to be continued by my 
Buccessors." 

evi. The reply of the Abate Rosmini, dated 17th 
July, 1833, was as follows: " I may assure you of my 
most ardent desìres to second, in their full extent, your 
noble and pious intentions directed to promote the 
interests of our holy Catholic religion in your native 
country, for the glory of God and the salvation of 
souls. If the humble Institute of Charity, whereof I 
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am the unwoithy director, be called to so good and 
holy an enterprise, I shall deem myself supremely 
happy. In proof of the interest which I take in Eng- 
land's welfare, I may teli you that for a long time past, 
in ali our houses, I have ordered common prayers to 
imploro heaven's blessing on that nation so dear to the 
Church, and once called the Island of Saints. But, if 
any of our people have the good fortune lo labour for 
the Catholic Church in England, the pian of the 
undertaking must be well settled, to be truly use fui. 
For this purpose, I recommend the foUowing mode of 
proceeding. Let the Bishop condescend to write to me 
or to Father Gentili (who is to have the principal charge 
of the mission), expressing the same benevolent dis- 
positions already stated in his letter to Miss Trelawney. 
This letter (which should be written either in Latin or 
Italian), I will get presented to our Holy Father, the 
Pope, when soliciting his brief to accompany us to 
England. Advanciug in this way, the affair will gain 
solidity and strength. It is not necessary to observe 
that our subjects dcpend on the Bishop of the place, 
in ali missionary duties, as Dr. Baines says in 
his letter, excepting, however, the internai disci- 
pline, and the constitutions of the Institute itself ; 
otherwise they could not be members of a religious 
Society. It is perhaps expedient for Bishop Baines 
to have under his own eyes the Institute's rules and 
constitutions, in order to be able to speak with full 
knowledge. If agreeable to your Reverence, I will 
promptly procure a copy for you to present to the 
Bishop in England. If these necessary preliminaries 
require too much time, you might provisionally engagé 
a secular priest, and eventually make for the situation 
those economical arrangements you judge opportune." 
evi. This answer, though not wholly imfavourable, 
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sensibly afflicted the good old Barone!, who foresaiv' 
new obstacles to bis projected mìssìon, and de- 
spazred at bis advanced age, of seeing it realìsed 
before he dìed. The answer appeared to bim abnost 
equivalent to a refusai, and it elicited complaints, and 
lamentations, wbicb caused pain to bis excellent and 
kind bearted daugbters. On wbicb account, tbej wrote 
to tbe Abate Rosmini, an urgent and affectionate letter, 
in wbicb tbey described tbeir own and fatber's grief 
at tbe postponement — and tbe not groundless fear tbat 
tbe bisbop, after baving entirely confided tbe business 
to Sir Henry, on seeing no result, migbt tbink tbat be 
bad cbanged bis inind, and abandoned tbe enterprise 
tbrougb inconstancy, or tbe fault of tbe Institute. 
Tbey intimated tbe difficulty and impropriety of pro- 
curing a secular clergyman, and otber inconreniences 
likely to arise from a balf measure of tbis kind. For 
tbese, and similar motives, tbey implored bim to sbew 
bimself a trae Fatber of Cbarity, by sending to Eng- 
land, witbout delay, some angels of Cbarity, and apostles 
of Jesus Cbrist. Tbus tbeir afflicted fatber would be 
consoled — ^great adyantages would also accrue to tbeir 
poor country; and assuring bim tbat if tbe Institute 
were once on tbe spot, every bindrance migbt easily be 
removed. 

CVIL Witb tbese sorrowfdl apprebensions of tbe 
excellent Trelawneys, tbe Abate Kosmini sincerely 
sympatbised; but as be bad really at beart, tbat, tbe 
project sbould be permanently rooted and bring fortb 
fruit, be could not be induced to jeopardise bis pian, 
by yielding to vain sentiments of pity ; wberefore, 
witb firmness, and enligbtened prudence, be replied 
from Trent, tbe 21st August, of tbe same year, as 
foUows: 

'* I feel bow reasonable is tbe solicitude you bave to 
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see jour exceUent and pious iather consoled, by gettìng 
his anxious desires about the English mìssion, promptly 
complied with. I take a share in joux good parent's 
grìef for the delay of the mission ; and most assuredly, 
I should not wait for the morrow, if it were in my 
power to execute it to-day. But we must seek to do 
the will of God in ali things ; and as you observe in 
your letter, your noble father only wishes for the mis- 
sion in accordance with God's will. Now you are well 
aware, that the Lord enjoins us to do good, not only with 
simplicity, but also according to the rules of Christian 
prudence; since, by acting imprudently, we expose our- 
selves to the danger of not attaining the end at which 
we aim, and to mar the interests of God's glory. This 
being premised, I should not be acting in conformity 
with Christian prudence, if I sent priests to England 
immediately, without sufficient grounds for hoping they 
would be useful to the Church in your country, and 
to the faithful who compose it. Because, in order that 
the fathers of charity may become useful in England, 
it is necessary for them to proceed in perfect hannony 
with the secular clergy, especially with the bishop. 
But how can this be the case, if the bishop be not fuUy 
acquainted with, and approve of, our Institute? How 
can he know any thing thereof, if he does not peruse 
its constitutions? What would happen, after the long 
voyage of our priests to England, if the bishop did not 
find our rules suitable to his views ? How disagreeable 
that would be to us, to your father, and to ali good 
Catholics. What good could we do if we were dis- 
liked by the pastor of the diocese? A misimderstand- 
ing of this kind is nothing new. You bave read 
Church history, especially that conceming the Jesuits 
in England. Therefore, ere I expose my companions 
to so long a journey, now that they are doing so much 
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good bere, it is necessary to convince me that they 
wiU do more good in the place to which they are to be 
transferred. I have, it is true, a pontificai brief, by 
which his Holiness, Gregory XVL, authorisea me to 
extend the Institute of Charity in ali parta of christen- 
dom, but, on condition, that it be approved of by the 
locai bishops. How, then, can I justify thia mission 
before the^Pope, if I have not in hand Bishop Bainea's 
approvai? It is expedient that the constitntions be 
made known to this prelate, and if, on examination, 
they be found conformable to his views, let him send 
me his express approbation, aa divers other prelates 
have already done. Hence, you see, that it is not at 
ali in my power to prescind from ali these formalities ; 
for to go on in opposition to these, would be to act 
against charity — ^because what is contrary to prudence, 
is contrary to charity. In vain I try to find the means 
of promptly satisfying your zeal, and that of the excel- 
lent Sir Henry. Withal, I hope that short will be the 
delay occasioned by these formalities, if we do at once 
what is needfuL And to demonstrate to you, and your 
noble father, my sincere wish to co-operate as far as it 
is in my power, with your pious intentions, I dare 
offer to write myself to Bishop Baines (whom I 
had the honour of knowing in Rome) and to forward 
him the constitntions, begging him to examine and 
approve them should he deem them worthy. If your 
father consents to this pian, I will send you the letter 
and the constitntions for the bishop, who may in a 
couple of months or less, give an answer. On the 
arrivai of your prelate's approbation, I promise that I 
will soon write to the supreme Pontiff, to whom the 
Institute is particularly devoted, and therefore nothing 
important must be done without consulting him, and I 
wiU solicit the desired brief. 
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''You see that I take uponmyself ali that remains to 
be done in thìs affair, and that I exonerate you and 
your father from the most difficult steps to which you 
objected. After this, I think you will be persuaded 
how exceedingly desirous I am to please you, in send- 
ing the Institute to that well-beloved nation to which 
you belong. If ali this tums out as I trust happily, 
next year, I shall send a clergyman to investigate and 
conclude every thing on the spot for the durable planting 
of a ndssion. Earlier it is impossible ; and I may add, 
that with no religious order could an affair of this 
nature be expedi ted more speedily. The Bishop, and ali 
goo(J Catholics will not be scandalised at this dilatori- 
ness; well knowing how ìndispensable it is in these 
affairs ; nay, I believe that if we wish to act in a hurry, 
and without these precautions, we shall not inspire the 
prelate, or any person of good sense, with confidence, 
Pray interpret kindly these my reasons to your excel- 
lent father, who assuredly, like a wise and reasonable 
man, will, I trust, be quite satisfied with them, at the 
same time, beg of him to accept the sincere veneration 
with which, &c." 

CVIII. This letter produced a good effect upon the 
Trelawneys, and they willingly resigned themselves to 
promote their missionary design, with that calmness 
and longanimity, which Rosmini had demonstrated to 
be so ponformable to charity and prudence. About 
this time there came a rescript from Rome, approving 
the project of Sir Henry Trelawney, which greatly 
contributed to confirm the family in their good dispo- 
sitions, as this papal document was the most essential 
condition required . for expediting the religious colony 
to their estate. 

CIX. While the Messieurs Trelawney and PhiUipps 
were rivals in zeal for the acquisition of Gentili and 
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liis companions, tbere arose a thìrd competitor in the 
person of Bishop Baines himself, who wrote to Father 
GrentUi, remìnding him of the invitation made by the 
former, so &r back as 1830» and of the hopes Ihen 
giyen of the latter's services. Hìs Lordship urged that 
the time was now come for dattili to ke^ his first 
promise, and that theare was employment for him at the 
episcopal college, Prior Park. Althongh the bishc^ 
wrote ali this in rath» a fiieQdly jocose way, it was 
evident he wished to be prefèrred to the otìier candì- 
dates. On being informed of bis Lordship's desire, 
Eosmini seemed more inclined tofaYonritthan anj other, 
becanse it assnred the Institute of episcopal sanction, 
and also becanse the cc^^ate establishment at Prior 
Park was of greater importance to the Chnrch in 
England : hence, he detenmned to acc^t the Bishop's 
ofier, as soon as the others conld be ìndiiced to with- 
draw their claims. In the mean tim^ he <»rd«^ 
Grentili to reply to the Prelate with simpMcitj and 
candonr, stating that he was bonnd bj obedience; and 
that he knew for certain his superior sought CTer to do 
what was most agreeable to the Bishop of the dìocese, 
in which the services of the Institnte^s members were 
reqnired, snch being the spiiit of their vocation; the 
writer moreover added, that if Messieurs Trelawney 
and Phillipps gave their ccmsent, he wonld place him- 
self at the Bishc^'s disposai for the saninarj. 

ex. As nothing had been definitive! j concluded with 
the last-named Gentleman, the Bishop easily induced 
him to give np his claim for the present, without 
renonncing his hopes for the future. As to the other 
obstacle in the Bishop's way, it pleased Divine Provi - 
dence to remove it soon after. Towards the end of 
November of the same year, Sir Henry, on his return 
from the baths of Lucca to Laveno, fell seriously ili 
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and died in a few dajs. His death was fatai to the 
projected mission in Comwall, for although he made 
some testamentary arrangement for its prosecution, the 
will was disputed — and law-suits and discord in the 
&mily at that time put an end to the hopes about the 
colony from the Institute, which was now entirelj at 
the Bishop's oommands. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE APPROYAL OF THE POPE AKD THE BISHOP HAVINQ 
Bl!.EN OBTAINED, THE DEPARTURE OF A SMALL COLONT OF 
THE INSTITUTE IS SETTLED — GENTIU 13 AFPOINTED ITS 
SUPEBIOB. 

CXI. Notwithstanding the greater confidence in- 
spired by having to treat directly with the Bishop, the 
Abate Rosmini did not think proper to deviate in the 
least from the prudent line of conduct he had marked 
out for himself in this affair, so that eighteen months 
elapsed before the colony of the Institute set sail for 
England. This delay was occasioned by the joumey of 
Bishop Baines to Rome, and his lengthened sojoum in 
that city, A. D. 1834, for the transaction of important 
affairs conceming his ecclesiastical district. Among 
these not the last was the introduction of the rising 
Institute of Charity, with the nature and polity of 
which, he was not yet well acquainted, owing to the 
contradictory reports which had reached him. He 
therefore reasonably argued that Rome was the most 
likely place to get at the truth regarding it, and that 

9 
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then he would be enabled to adopt a resolntion in con* 
foimitj with prudenoe and God's wilL For thìs end 
be carefìillj examined the mles and constitutìoiis of the 
new society, and not reljing on his own jndgment, he 
deferred the matter to the opinion of persona distìn- 
guished bj their leaming and anthorìty. In fine, he 
disoonrsed on the subject with the supreme PontifT 
hiniflelf, reqnesting to know whether his Holiness 
approved of the design of calling some members of the 
Institute to the seminar^ and collie of Piior Park. 

CXIL Having at length in ali these high qnarters, 
ascertained that the reports circnlated against Bosmini's 
Institute were nnwanantable and calnnmions; and 
being fullj conyinced that the rules and constitu- 
tions were sound and Catholic, he wxote a most 
honourable certificate of approbation, as may be proved 
by the originai Latin brief, which we subjoin.* 

During his homeward joumey, Bishop Baines took 
Domodossola in his way, in order to bave an intervìew 
wìth the Abate Sosmini, or Gentili, relative to the 
missionaries, who were destined for Prior Park. The 
last-named had been informed by a letter, dated Piar- 
enee, of the prelate's imminent arrivai, and had in con* 
sequence left Roveredo, to meet the English Bishop at 
Monte Calvario. During this joumey. Gentili witnessed 

* Noe infrascripti Dei et Aposiolìcse sedia gratia Episcopns 
Siganns et in Distrìctu occidentali Anglias Vicarius Apostolicur» 
perlegimns constitutiones Instituti a Cbaritate nuncupati 
nihilque in iis repeiimus, qnod sanse doctrìnaB seu bonis morìbus 
adversatur. Maxime vero mirati somus spiritum pietatis et 
charìtatìB, qui in iis ubique relucet, nec non singularem quam- 
dam discretìonem his prassertim temporibus summopereaccom- 
modatam. Quapropter easdem constitutiones approbamus, 
dictique Instituti socios intra fines nostri Distrìctns recipere et 
fòvere statoimus. BomsB die 15 Augusti, 1854. 

4" P. A. Baimbs, JBpiscopns Sigaous. 
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a scene of frìghtfxd desolation. Owìog to the continuai 
rains, the mountain torrents and livers had overflowed 
to snch a degree, that the lowlands formed a vast lake* 
Even the magnificent road of the Sempione was under 
water, above the surface of which, in some places, only 
the roofs of houses and the summits of trees coidd be 
seen. The inundation had thrown down some dwell- 
ìngs, and menaced others, nay, entire yillages, with 
destruction; so that the poor peasants were hastily 
obliged to climb the hills for safety from the over- 
whehning flood The very city of Domo was in 
extreme periL The tocsin in the Church towers was 
rung to warn the inhabitants to fly for their lives to 
the moimtainous elevations. Everywhere prevailed 
the utmost terror, misery, confusion, and dismay. 
Finally, the rain ceased, the waters gradually subsided, 
and Gentili, incurring no little danger, partly in a boat 
or carriage, and partly on foot, safely reached the thresh- 
old of Calvary House, which he had no sooner entered, 
than he cordially exclaimed : " O quam dilecta taber- 
nacula tua Domine! O holy mount! to-day thou art 
dearer to me than everl O foolish, blind, miserable, 
and unhappy world I O most sweet solitude and saintly 
simplicity reigning within these walls I Thou art more 
respectable and dignified than the refined civilization of 
towns, or rather of the haughty and sensual wisdom of 
the agel" (Alluding to a new sample of it, which he 
had experienced during his journey.) 

CXIIL Shortly after, that is to say, on the 18th of 
September, Bishop Baines arrived at Domodossola, and 
immediately ascended the Monte Calvario, where he 
was reverently welcomed by Father Gentili, in the 
absence of his superior, Eosmini, who was then en- 
gaged in taking possession of the Archpresbyterial 
Church at Roveredo. However as Gentili had full 
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power to treat with bis Lordship, it was arranged that 
in the ensuing spring, Father Gentili, with two other 
priests of the Institute of Charity, should undertake 
to teach in the college of Priór Park, French and 
Italian literatnre — ^Philosophy — Divinity, &c. The 
Bishop on the other hand, engaged to pay the expenses 
of their journey, to provide them with house room near 
the college, and whatever was necessary for their 
maintenance, but without any salary. The Bishop on 
being asked whether it was probable the Institute might 
extend itself in his diocese and elsewhere in England, 
answered and said: that " judging in a general manner 
from the spirit of your rules, which breathe only a 
desire for the greater good of the Church and of 
religion, and which are free from certain elements, that 
have, unfortunately, so often caused dissensions between 
the Bishops and the regular Clergy, and considering 
moreover the prudence and qualifìcations of the actual 
superiors, I deem it very probable that your society 
will be esteemed as eminently useful to our holy religion, 
and singularly adapted to the wants of the Church. 
In this case, there can be no doubt that it will be 
encoxiraged and spread in England, where disinterested 
labourers in the vineyard of the Lord, are more sought 
after, and better provided for, than in many other 
places." The beforementioned approvai of the Institute, 
together with an autograph letter, which contained a 
summary of the conditions agreed upon relative to the 
projected mission, the Bishop desired to be sent to the 
Abate Rosmini, in his own name. After which, his 
Lordship continued his journey to England. 

CXrV. Having received these documents from the 
Bishop, it appeared manifest to Eosmini, that it was 
the Divine wiU the Institute of Charity should be 
sent to England as soon as possible, Nevertheless, to 
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pat the seal as it were to this persuasion, he memorìal- 
ised the supreme Pontiff, and after making known the 
progress of the Institute at Trent, Verona, and Rove- 
redo, he carne to the subject of Bishop Baines's demand 
for three of its Priests to be employed in Prior Park 
College; and finally, he implored the counsel of his 
Holìness conceming this new and more arduous under* 
taking in the Lord's mystical kingdom. This he did 
for the quiet of his own conscience, and to render the 
enterprise more creditable in the eyes of the Catholic 
world. The Holy Father, with great benignity, replied 
by a Brief,* dated 17th December, 1834, which con- 

• GREGORIUS XVI. 

P. M. 

Dilectd Fili, salatem et Apostolicam Benedictìonem. Reddi 
tSB Nobis siint obsequentissimes Litter» datie a Te die 5 mensis 
proximi, et quod douo ad Nos mittere voluisti ezemplum 
Operis a Te nuper editi cuoi Titulo " Frammenti d*aaa Storia 
dell' Empietà," Agimus quidem prò munere fjfratias, essi assiduis, 
ut sumns, raaximaram rerum occupationibus distentissimi legere 
librum ipsnm non potuerimos. De reliquo gratum fuit ex 
memoratia tuis Letteris intelligere taum lastitatum Charitatis 
perho(^annos ad alia quidam loca Episooporum auctoritate 
difftisam. Quod vero rogas nostram sententiam de niittendis 
nec ne ad venerabilem fratrem Episcopum Sigensem occiden- 
talis Anglicse Districtus vicarìum Apostolicum tribus Insti- 
tuti ejusdem Presbyteris ab ipso expetitis. Nos negotiuin hiij as- 
modi relinquendum daximus prudentisa tuse, quippe cui et sacer- 
dotum comndem vires, et caetera rerum yestrarum a^junctaper- 
specta Bunt. Quod superest, Te Dilecte Fili, atque omiies 
sodaies tuos euixe in Domino adhortamur, ut pergatis in omni 
humilitate et concordia sedulam navare operain animabus sub 
episcoponim ductu juvandis. Et ìpsum luminum et misericor- 
diarum jmtrem suppliciter oramus, ut cielestis omnia gratiss 
auspicem esse trabuat apostolicam Benedictionem, quam nos- 
trad pignus benevolentiae, Tibi, Dilecti Fili atque iilis intimo 
patemi cordis affectu impertimur. 

Datum RomsB apud Sanctum Petmm die 17 Decembris, Anni 
1834. Pontificatus nostri anno xiv. Gabookius P. P. XVI, 
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tained congratulations on the progress of tlie Institute, 
but no particular advice, leaving to the prudence of 
Kosmini its further extension, and exhorting him to co- 
operate wìth the Bishop in promoting the eternai 
salvation of soids. 

CXV. Having by this means obtained eveiy desirable 
approbation, the Abate Rosmini next tnmed his atten- 
tion to the choice of proper persons for the undertakiog. 
Besides Gentili, two French Clergymen were selected; 
and he wished them to signify to him by letter, whether 
they were sincerely disposed to go on this distant and 
difficnlt mission* They ali answered, that thongh dis^- 
couraged by their naturai insufficiency, they stili had 
trust in Divine grace, and in the virtue of obedience, 
which made them rise superior to themselves. But let 
US hear how one of them, viz. Father Gentili, wrote on 
this occasion: " It is asked whether I am disposed to 
undertake, with divine assistance, the English mission, 
and to bear with the contradictions I may have to en- 
dure untildeath? To this I answer, that I am quite 
ready to go — nay to fly thither, so to speak, though I 
have a clear presentiment that my self love will there 
find its grave. If it please God that I should never 
leave it alive after having once set foot on English 
ground, I am quite contenti as I am also ready to prò- 
ceed thither with no other companion but my angel 
guardian, even were 1 to be exposed to the greatest 
crosses and inconveniences. Most holy Mary, who has 
always assisted me, will not forsake me certainly in 
that land, which was once called her dowry (Dos 
Mariae), and which may be added to that other glorious 
title of the ' Island of Saints,' through the great and 
tender devotion to Mary, as shewn by the olden 
English in their costly offerings to her sanctuaries. 
At present, I purpose going as her advocate and cham- 
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pion, to reclaim mj mother and Queen's rich domain 
from satanic nsurpation: and if I succeed not with 
divine aid in converting the whole of that unhappy 
nation, I sball at least endeayour to enkindle eyery- 
where the fire of Jesus Chrìst, and then leave it to 
His Spirit to fan it into flames of love. In fine, I 
repeat what I have said before, that you ought not to 
ask me whether I like this or that, but absolutely 
command me to do what you please, and I shall perform 
it as if it were enjoined by God and His Blessed 
Mother, in order more perfectiy to imitate Jesus 
Christ's obedience to the will of His Heavenly Father, 
&c." In conclusion, he requested leave to pass the 
winter season at Roveredo with the Abate Rosmini, in 
order to prepare himself under his immediate direction 
and advice, for the future duties of his mission. 

CXVL This reasonable request being granted. 
Gentili, at the dose of Autumn, left the Calvary 
Mount for Roveredo, where he remained in the family 
mansion of Rosmini until the month of May in the 
following year, 1835, occupied in philosophical studies, 
Tinless interrupted by some occasionai cali of charity. 
On St. Mark's day, the 25th of Aprii, Rosmini wrote 
cut the diploma, conferring upon Gentili the office of 
guperior on the English mission, and accompanied it also 
with edifying written instructions, of which some were 
to the following effect: after ^ recapitulating the exter- 
nal and internai signs of a divine vocation, the writer 
says: "In obedience to the voice of God, it has been 
decided that you our most dear brother be sent on 
that mission, having for your companions our deai 
brethren, Anthony Eey, and Emilius Belisy. You 
must therefore take courage, and implore from the 
Holy Ghost that prudence so needful for you, in 
order loyally to fulfìl the designs of the Eternai Father 
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in an cnter^ÌBe so distent and aidumiSL In tlie first 
|daoe yoa mnst be ÌDtiniatdj persoaded tbat the 
Instìtiite docs noi aeek to aggzandìse ìtssM- — or io 
attiaet pablic attentìon; naj, latlier, let it be obscme 
and even ceaae to ezist, if it can theiebj oontiibiite to the 
glorj of God. On which aoooont» be aa yonr guaid 
against moitìoning the Institate, withoot neoeasitj, <■* 
a leasonable canae; and endeaToar to impresa thìs 
«diaiaetenstic spiiit o£ IcfwlinesB <m the nùnds of jonr 
CQDipanÌQn& Stn^ caiefìilly to beocnne perfect in obe- 
dience, and be strictly dqDendent on jonr sopcnonL 
Take caie also not to ezoeed joqt special &ciiltie9L 
After attending to perfection in obedience» i^lj jovr- 
self strenoooslj to extingiiish ali eartUy adJhloYCL 
Fot, ererj member of the Institate, with oonfidenoe in 
die DiTine mercj, aspires to exenàse an unireiaBl 
«^harìtj, aoooiding to the knowledge of the Dirine wiiL 
And this cannot be d«ie except bj him in vhnn 
Divine chaiity has snpplanted ali selfish affiectìcms of a 
tenestrial nature, so that he desìres no other witneaa 
of his actions bnt Cìod alone. Fot thia end, kt joar 
disoonrse be modest and nnaffected; and aroid erczj 
expression that savonis of Tain gloij, or of anoth^a 
dispaiagement. In fine, be ingenioos in concealiiig 
yoorself from the gaze of otheis» thiongh a durala 
waitiment of joor own nothingness. 

^ Yon are constitated snpenor awer joar oompanìone^ 
who aie, however, to be jonr ooonseDora, espedall j 
-with rf^aid to the eztemal afiairs of the Institate^ la 
yonr dealiiigs with secnlars, shnnTaìa hopes and imagi- 
naiy feais, and be gnided by rectitade, Teracxtr, 
honesty, and pmdence^ Tour dnty towaids yonr 
conpanions may be dirided into two paits: first» to 
procaie thdr sanctìfiratinn; aeoondly, to regolate thàr 
chaiity aocording to the spirit of the Institate. To 
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attain botH these objects, the advìce already given 
to you will prove very useful to them also, that is, 
to completely subdue their self-lore, in order that they 
may yìeld submissively to the ordinances of their supe- 
riora, and also be well contented in equanimity and joy, 
and in unconditional readiness to sacrifice themselves 
for their neighbours, according to the known will of God. 
Obserre, howeyer, that your companions' self-love is 
not to be oyercome by irritation, but by using the 
most delicate suavity of manners. The means of ren- 
dering them victorious over self-love is to set them an 
example of humility and sacrifice— the genuineness of 
which should shine through your every word and 
action. In the instructions, general and particular, on 
the seif-sacrifice necessary for the practice of unlimìted 
charity, let there be nothing harsh and arbitrary, but 
contrariwise, let ali be compassionate and reasonable. 
In the exercise of works naturally humiliating and 
mortifying, let them see that when the occasion is pre- 
sented them by Providence, it is God himself who 
obliges the superior to impose what is, though difficult, 
not above their strength. This correct judgment is a 
gift of God — and by superiors must be solicited with 
many prayers and tears. Towards each, shew ever 
your love and esteem, and dispose of them ' cum magna 
reverentia.' In your laughter avoid every symptom of 
SGom and shadow of derision, and let your features be 
graced by an afiectionate smile and cheerful gravity, 
which ought ever to characterise a Christian — a mem- 
ber, or a superior of our Institute. 

** Do every thing in your power to comply with the 
Bishop's desires, preferring them to charitable works of 
supererogation. Charge yourselves therefore with 
nothing that can interfere with your engagements to 
his Lordship, or that is likely to give him umbrage. 
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Ai the same tìme, jon must not, to please liìm, do an j 
thìng contraTj to the spirìt, or essential mles of the 
Instìtute, TwitiTitftìTìing that independence necessarj for 
its Teij existence, and the good ìt proposes to effect. 
*^ You shonld behave towards the secidar dergy in 
snch a wa j that there maj not appear anj systematic 
divìsion between you and them; but on the contrarj, 
rather shewìng them eyeiy kindnesa and sìncerely polite 
attention. Abore ali, take care not to exhibit any dis- 
respect, or to blame therr condnct in theìr innccent 
recreations. Fox the pnrpose of not phicing a barrier 
between you and them, I should like you to obtain 
from his Lordship the favonr of being lodged in the 
college with the other professors — ^reserving the pri- 
vate house destined for yon, as a place of retirement 
dnring a spiritual retreat» for yourselres and othera. 
In the collie, never assume a criticai or magisteiial 
tone, but remain submissively, and dissimulate indul- 
gently those customs, which to you may not a{^)ear 
appropriate, and seek to gain the hearts of ali, only by 
modesty and prudence — awaiting the hour of the 
Lord." 
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CHAPTER X. 

GENTILI AND HIS COMPANIONS GO TO ROME TO RECEIVE 
THE pofe's AFOSTOLICAL BENEDICTION, BEFORE ENTERINO 
UPON THE ENGLISH MISSION. 

CXVIL Matters being arranged in this way, after 
taking an affectionate leave of bis superior and bretbren 
at Trent and Roveredo, Gentili set out for Milan and 
Genoa, wbenoe be was to navigate witb bis two compan- 
ions for Civita Veccbia, and tbence go by land to Rome. 
Fatber Rosmini deemed it proper tbat tbe first mem- 
bers of tbe Institute, wbo were going to settle a colonjr 
in England, sbould beforeband prostrate tbemselves at 
the feet of tbe Vicar of Jesus Cbrist, to demonstrate 
tbeir perfect submission to tbe Apostolic See, and im- 
plore its solemn sanction, in order to give greater 
weigbt and substance to tbeir ministry. Tbey bappily 
arrived in Rome on tbe lOtb of May, and on tbe 15tb, 
tbey were admitted to an audience. Being tbe first 
admitted, Gentili presented bis superior's letter of 
recommendation, declaring tbe object of tbat little 
embassy. Tbe Pope received botb graciously, and 
made minute enquiries concerning Rosmini, bis Insti- 
tute, and tbe new Englisb mission. His Holiness 
manifested particular satisfaction at bearing tbat 
tbree members of tbe Institute were going to teacb 
Divinity and Pbilosopby, in tbe finn persuasion tbat 
tbey would propagate and defend sound principles 
in botb tbese sciences. He also expressed surprise bow 
tbe Abate Rosmini could find time to publisb so many 
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writings, notwitlistanding bis care of souls. He re- 
joiced also to hear tbat he bad transformed bis arch- 
presbyteral house into a species of religious cloister, 
where there were no other domestics, but some lay 
brothers, and priestly assistants in bis parochial duties, 
ali living together in common, holding spiritual confer- 
ences with pious regularity and order, to the great 
edification of the good. The holy Father added, that 
the time was almost come to impart to the Institute the 
solemn approbation of the Holy See; for which purpose, 
said he, it would be expedient to send to Bome the 
&vourable decrees of the Bishops, and other documenta 
At the same time, he manifested a desire of seeÌDg 
Bosmini himself. After this discourse, he made a dgn 
for the introduction of Gentili's oompanions, to whom 
he also kindly spoke ; and when they ali knelt down 
for the Apostolical Benediction, the Holy Father said: 
" The Lord opens for you a large field to do good 
therein; be firm in good principles, and teach sound 
doctrine" — then raising bis band to bless them, he thus 
concluded: "May God bless, help, and prosper you.'' 

CXVIIL Ecfore leaving the Holy City, our three 
pilgrims devoutly yisited the Seven Churches, and at 
St. Paul's, entering the Chapel of the Crucifix, before 
the image of the Madonna, where St. Ignatius, and bis 
first companions made their solemn tows. Gentili, also. 
in the Joy and fervour of bis heart, made bis prepara- 
tory Yows as a member of the Institute of Charity — 
and renewed them the same evening in the Churcb of 
Santa Maria Maggiore. 

CXIX. On the 22nd of May, leaving Bome for 
Civita Vecchia in the aftemoon of the same day, they 
embarked on board the Sully Steamer. The vessd de- 
layed its departure till evening, owing to the unex- 
pected arrivai in the town of the Pope and bis retinue. 
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The Captaiii of the steamer went on shore to invite hia 
HoHness on board. His Holiness aocepted the invita- 
tion, and accompanied bj some Cardinals, and other 
Conrtiers, he ascended the deck amid the acclamations 
of the spectators, and the artillery salutes of the for- 
tress: While the august visitor was examining the 
eraft, one of his attendants (the present Cardinal 
Patrizi), observed the three missionaries in a corner by 
themselves, and recalled them to the Pope's notice. 
The H0I7 Father most afFablj said to them in the 
presence of many: — "Well, when do you start?" 
" Most Holy Father, we are here in readiness." " Very 
well, bave you any news of the Abate Rosmini? How 
Ì8 he? Salute him from me when you meet him." 
Then tuming to the Cardinals and others, he said: 
^^These ecclesiastics are going to England to teach 
in the seminary of Monsignor Baines." Then tum- 
ing towards them again, he said, encouragingly, 
"May the Lord bless your apostolical labours. I 
wish you a prosperous voyage. And when you see 
the Abate Rosmini and the Bishop, salute them both 
in my name." After kissing his feet, and receiving his 
benediction once more, they retired from the PontijQTs 
presence replete with joy and consolation. 

CXX. At sunset they weighed anchor, and navi- 
gating ali night they reached Leghom before midday, 
and had time to offer the holy sacrifice. Towards 
evening they embarked again, and the following day, 
landing at Genoa, they proceeded by coach to Mìlan, 
where they hoped to see again their revered superior, 
Rosmini; but not finding him there, they continued 
their journey, and crossed the Lake to Stresa. Here 
they were detained, partly by the rainy weather, and 
partly by the hopitable importunities of Madama 
Bolongaro. On Ascension day, notwithstanding his 
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prevìous fatigues, Gentili preached in the parocliial 
church, and attended for many hoim in tlie oonfeaBÌonaL 
The next day, however, in spite of the ndn, thcy went 
onward io Domodossola, where they stopped for Tefì:«shr 
ment at the house of the advocate Bianchi, Finally, 
after dinner, they reached the beloved Calvary. Here» 
the travellers made their thanksgiying io God, and to 
Hifi Blessed Mother, for special protection in so long a 
joiimey, durìng -which, they had hailed the holy city, 
knelt on the threshold of the apostles^ tomb, and reoeÌTed 
repeatedly the benediction of the Yicar of Jesus 
Christ. 

CXXL After some days^ rests on the sacred monnt» 
on the 5th. of June, our missionary pilgrims )eft the 
last confines of their dear Italy. Climbing the Sein- 
pione's lofty solitude and passing the Alpine barriers, 
they descended by Brigg, and on the following 
day to Lausanne. Here, on Whitsunday, they had the 
pious consolation to offer the Holy sacrifice, in a recently 
opened Church, surrounded by heretics, among whom^ 
fifty years ago, that sacred rite was a capital crime. 
Gentili, a twelvemonth before, had pieached in aid of 
the funds necessary for the building of this edifice. 
The parish priest, besides entertaining him most cour- 
teously, informed him of the conversion of an English 
friend, for whom Gentili had done much. After Mass 
on the morrow, early, the missionaries passed on 
through Yontarlier, Besangon, and on iintìl they 
carne to Paris, on the llth of June. In this capital, 
they were hospitably received by the Abbe "RAnTaiTi, 
Leaying Paris on the 14th, they arrived on the 
following day at Calais, where they embarked at 
midnight for London. About noon next day, they 
landed in England's mighty metropolis. Gentili, in 
one of his letters, thus describes the first impression 
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ihe sight of it made upon bis mind: *' We seemed to 
be really entering the city of Fiuto: black houses, a 
black sky, black shipping, and black looking sailors^^. 
filthy to an extreme degree — the waters of the Thames 
"were tinged with a colour between black and yellow, 
and emitted a stench highly offensive; on land, there 
prevailed a confused noise, with horses, carriages, and 
men of eveiy condition, riinning and crossing each 
others* path — ^in fine, to make a long story short, here 
the devil is seen enthroned, exercising his tyrannical 
sway over wretched mortals." 

CXXL Having a letter of introduction to Dr. 
Bramstone, Vicar Apostolic of the London district, 
they went to pay their respects. By his Loidship they 
were courteously received, and invited to dinner. At 
table, it happened that the good bishop placed a large 
portion of meat on Gentili's piate, and his companìons, 
who knew the latter had not tasted meat for years, 
where in observation of what he intended to do. But 
he edified them by preferring the mortification of the 
spirit to that of the body, and practising literally the 
advice of Jesus Christ: "Manducate quae apponuntur 
vobis." After three days' sojourn in London, they set 
out for Bath — the goal of their journey. Bishop Baines 
received them most kindly, and tried to convince them 
that they would find in him another father, and in 
England a second home. 

CXXII. As a conclusion to this chapter, we give a 
version of the Papal brief to Rosmini, concerning his 
three missionaries to England. 

"TO OUR BELOVED SON, HEALTH AND APOSTOUCAL 
BENEDICTION. 

"There carne to present themselves to us, your 
companions, and our beloved children — Aloysius 
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Gentili, Anthony Bey, and Enùlins Belisy, wlio by 
your oxder, and at the express desire of onr ven- 
erable Brother, Angustine, Bishop of Siga, Yicar 
Apostolic of the Western District of England, were on 
their way, to assist the latter by their sacred minìstrj 
in the care of sonls. We received them benerolently, 
and imparted to them our Apostolical Benediction, not 
doubting that, by their meritorìons behavionr, ihey 
will correspond with the expectations of the before- 
named prelate. We were presented by them irith 
some books, lately pnblished by you; bnt of irhìch we 
bave been scarcely able to read the frontispiece and 
title pages, hindered by most serìons occnpations inciun* 
bent on our infirmity, as you well know, and by 
solicitude for ali the churches. Neyertheless we thank 
you for the gìfl, and confirm our good wìll towards you 
with the Apostolical Benediction, which drawn from 
the bottom of our hearts, and united with a desire fot 
eveiy true prosperity, we afièctionately concede to you, 
O beloYed son, and also to ali the members of the 
Institute of Charity. 

"GREGORIUS XVL P.M." 

Dilecte Fili, salutem et Apostolicam Benedicti«iem 
yenerunt in conspectum nostrum Dilecti Filii Aloysiua 
Gentili, Antonius Bey, et ^milius Belisy, ecclesiastici 
viri sodales tui qui mundato pergebant ad yenerabilem 
Fratrem petrum Augustinum Episcopum Siganum in 
occidentali Angliae Districtu Vicarium apostolicum, ut 
quemadmodum, ipse optayerat, adjutricem ei in anima- 
rum cultura sacrisque ministeriis operam prsestent. 
Bios omni excepimus beneyolentia, et prosecuti sumus 
Apostolica Benedictione, minime dubitantes, quin ita 
se gesturi sint, ut bene de animabus mereantur, et 
memorati antistitis expectationi respondeant. Accepi- 
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mus etiam ab iisdem libros nonnullos a te in lucem editos, 
quorum quidem vix frontem titidosque conspeximus, 
prohibiti scilicet gravissimis occupationibus, quibus 
impositam ìnfirmitati nostrse omnium ecclesiarum solli- 
citudinem distringi jugiter non ignoras. Agimus 
tamen prò gratias : et nostram ergo te benevolentiam 
apostolica confirmanem benedictione, quam ex intimo 
corde depromptam, et cum verse omnis prosperitatis 
voto conjunctam, Tibi ipsi Dilecte Fili, et Pii istiua 
Instituti caritatis sodalibus universis amanter imper* 
timur. 

Datum Romie, apud S. Mariam Majorem, die 15 
Julii, anni 1835. Pontificatus Nostri Anno V. 

GREGORIUS XVL P.M. 



10 
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BOOK THE THIKD. 

WmCH GONTAINS A NARRATIVE OF FATHEB GENTIU^S 
PROCEEDINGS AFTER HIS ARRIYAL IK ENGLANB, CSTEL 
HE WAS APFOINTED TO THE OFFICX OF ITINEEAIIT 
MISSIONART. 



CHAPTEE L 

FATHER GENTILI FIRST inrERrTRieR mS XDOSTRT AT THE 
MANSION OF THE TRELAWNET'S, IK OORNWALL. 

CXXXn. After iheìr TÌsit to the Bìshop at Bath, 
the three mìssioDaries ihought thej had leached the 
termìims of their joumej, and were now to enjoj some 

dajs of rest. But it was otherwise; they had to start 
next day for ComwalL Thìs was owìng in the first 
place, to the stili nnfinished state of the bmldings at the 
Collie, and secondly to an invitation from the Catholic 
members of the Trelawnej familj to spend a short 
time with them, before the opening of the schools. Aa 
there was good to be done in that neighbonrhood, this 
request ooxdd not be reasonably denied, considering 
moreover how eamesUj and generouslj that fìunil j had 
exerted itself to get the missionaries oyer to England. 
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CXXXIIL At Trelawney house, the three foreign 
clergymen were most courteously received, not only by 
the Catholic but also the Protestant members of the 
family; although an intricate lawsuit was stili pending 
before the public tribunais relative to the last will of 
the deceased Sir Henry Trelawney. Seeing with their 
own eyes the poverty of the missionaries, they offered 
spontaneously to provide them with linen and clothes 
whenever they needed them. And this they did with 
Buch delicate benevolence, that their mode of bestowing 
almost exceeded the favour itself. For instance, observ- 
ing that Father Gentili was without a warm cloak for 
the winter, one of the ladies took from the wardrobe, 
her late father's costly mantle, and placed it gracefully 
folded and covered with flowers, near an effigy of the 
Madonna.* She then begged her reverend friend to 
accept it, as if coming from Blessed Mary's hand; and 
to wear it as a memorial of her beloved parent. 

A few days after their arrivai, occurred the festival 
of SS. Peter and Paul. The Chapel in the house was 
decorated appropriately for Divine service, a congrega- 
tion of both Catholics and protestants attended, and 
Father Gentili solemnly sung his first Mass, and 
preached his first sermon in England ; taking his text 
from the gospel of the day, it afforded him an oppor- 
tunity for descanting on the supreme authority of the 
successor of the Prince of the Apostles, so explicitly 
declaied by these words, " Thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevali against it: and I will givetheethe 
keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou 

• This pìctura of our Lady» it is said, had been for a long 
lime unnoticed in. the house, ever eince the Auglican change in 
r«ligion. 



^sn 
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shalt bìnd on eartli, it shall be bound also in heaTen, 
and whatsoeTer thou shalt loose on earth, it shall be 
loosed also in heaven.^' (Matt. x. 6.) The fame of the 
preacher being spread abroad, a much greater number 
of people carne to hear him on the following Sunday. 
For this reason he preached twice— -taking for the sub- 
jects of his discourses, the sacraments of the Chnrch 
CathoUc, and proving from Scripture and tradition, 
their Divine origin ; and the salutaiy effects thej pro- 
duce in those who worthilj receive them. 

CXXXrV. The devout attention of the people in 
hearing the word of Goà, cansed him to r^ret his not 
being able to staj among themlonger than three weeks; 
during this short time, however, the welfìu^ of souls 
was zealouslj promoted. In the aflemoon, it was 
Gentili's custom to cali at the homes of the Catholics to 
prepare them for the Sacraments. He wonld also visit 
some of the better disposed protestants to instruct 
them in the Catholic faith. He collected some bojs 
and girls together, he prepared them for their first 
communion, and also for confirmation, as the Bishop 
was soon expected. One young person whom he 
received into the Chnrch, was the first froit of his 
missionary labonr. In his efibrts to make converts, he 
was unfortunatelj without aid, as his oompanions, iin- 
acqnainted with the English language, did nothing 
scarcely bnt try to learn it, and attend to their own 
sanctification, under his guidance, by going through a 
course of spiritual exercises. About this time, giyÌDg 
expression to his own feelings in a letter to his brethren 
and friends, Grentili says: '^ At length, here we are in 
England: here we are in the Island once of Saints, bnt 
now of hereticsi Behold, at present, thrown here by 
Divine Providence, a little seed of our — ^the least of ali 
— ^Institutes of Charity. And who knows the why and 
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the wherefore? Ahi may God grant us to die to oiir» 
selves, to humble and bury ourselves in oiir own 
insignificancy ; in order that He who gives the increase 
may not find in us an obstacle to His greater glory. 
'Messis quidem multa, operarii autem pauci.' Ah! 
if the Lord deigned to send as many as are necessary 
for the work, what a rich haivest might be madel But 
terrible are the judgments of God upon the sons of 
men. This part of England wa3 once a flourishing 
garden of faith ; for, according to common report, there 
were formerly more monasteries here, than on any othei 
"part of the Island. In fact, almost every hamlet bears 
the name of a saint: but at present, faith seems here to 
ì>e in a state of greater decay than elsewhere." 



CHAPTER IL 

GENTILI AND HIS COMPANIONS RETURN TO PRTOR PARK 

^HE TEACHES PHILOSOPHY AND ITALIAN — CONVERTS A 

PROFESSOR OF MUSIC ^IS ELECTED PRESIDENT. 

CXXXV. Towards the end of July, Father Gentili 
'and his companions took leave of the Trelawneys, and 
Tetumed to Prior Park. Here, besides his duties as 
superior of his religious brethren, who carne from 
Italy, Gentili was appointed by the Bishop to teach 
Italian twice a day in St. Paul's seminary, and Philo- 
sophy twice a week in St. Peter's college. On Sundays 
and festivals, it was his office also to hear the sacra- 
mentai confessions of the greater part of the community 
— to make a discourse to the seminarists, and fìnally to 
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sing lùg^ Mass and Ye^pefs. The zealons and impr^ 
are maiuier in which he preacbed and periònned tlie 
DÌTÌne office, indaced tfae Bishop to oonfèr on libn 
other chargcSy sucrh as to mstmct the joung eodeaastics 
in sMcred doqueaoe — and to direct the oercmoiiial, mnd 
chaunt, aooc»ding to the Roman TitnaL 

CXXXYL The iast-named o^Boe. probablv hiocght 

him into leLitioDfihip wìth. a distingnished Professe»' of 

Music named Hennr Fitld. The Utter fbr some time 

fAst had been iirged to ahandoa here^ for the trae 

faitb. Bnt he used to sbt, he wìsfaed first to settle his 

tempora! aflkirs, and then he woold think aboat his 

s*>iiL Howerer, meeting one eroiing with GentilL 

both entered into friendly oonTersation together^ al 

first on the ransical compoàtions ijf the celebral^d 

Kossiniy and in particnlar <^ that air in the opera, 

kcown as the ^B&rbiere di Siriglia,^ and ccm- 

mencinsT viih the woris, ~L«i^ al Factotum CeUs 

Citta.*' This was the air which Gentili nsed to èest 

{tts he said in a lettcr describing the creoti "whea he 

was a fuol in the mid^t of the world." Bv deaxees he 

led the mimcian from profane to sacred nmsic — axid 

thence to the «ubject of reli^on. This he did so eS- 

eaciooshr* that Mr. Fiekl finished bj resolving to noake 

his general oonle^ion on onr Ladj's festiTaL the 

Presentation. a. el 1 835. He kept his word, and being 

dulv piepared, the Bi^hop receired him as a member of 

the Catholic Chorch on the fèast of St. Cecilv — the 

p&troness of mudo and of scnig. " In this m^nner,^ 

(>o Gentili concladed his beibre-mentioned letter.) 

^was Terified in me the sajing of St. Angustine: 

'Dam fuerìnt oonrerd, omnia cooperantor in bonnm — 

eti^m ipsa peccata.' The Almightj being pleased to 

make nse of mj paft follies to confonnd Satan." 

CXXXTIL Mr. Field^s conrersion ms fi>nowed bj 
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thatof some others; bui the particular circumstances 
which attend their eutrance into the fold of the Diyine 
Shepherd are Dot recorded. By means of the spiritual 
exercises which Father Gentili introduoed at Prior 
Park, an edifying improvement was soon visible. 
During PassioD Week of the year 1836, at the request 
of the Bishop, ali the Masters and students commenced 
a religious retreat under his direction. The rules laid 
down for the guidance of souls by St. Ignatius, and 
other ascetic doctors, were foUowed as much as possible 
on this occasion. He drew up a regolar horary to pro- 
mote recollection and compunction, he enjoined strict 
silence in the house. Then, with a crucifix on his 
breast, he preached several times a day, fì:om a 
platform raised in the chapeL At first, the novelty 
of the thing, and the rigid discipline, gave rise 
to murmuring and criticism in some, but soon, the 
energy and effect with which the preacher announced 
the awful truths of etemity, aided by Divine grace, 
operated upon the hearts of his auditors, and made a 
salutary impression, more espedally, peradventure, on 
those, by whom it was least expected. The good result- 
ing from it lasted for a considerable time — as the holy 
sacraments were afterwards more frequently approached 
almost by alL Pious practices, and in particular, a 
devotion to the Virgin ever Blessed, after GentiH's 
fervent example, were more sedulously than heretofore 
cultivated in the college. 

CXXXVIII. In the mean time, seeing the good 
likely to result from his activity and zeal, the Bishop 
had thoughts of conferring on Dr. Gentili, stili greater 
authority and influence. To prepare the way, his 
Loidship confidentially mentioned his intention. But 
diffident of his own strength, Gentili humbly begged 
the Prelate to forego his design. To succeed the better 
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in ìàs wìsh. Gentili wrote to ìns soperìor, in Italj, 
qnestìng him to interpose his good offioes and anthoxit;^. 
The Abate Rosmini o(»nplied, and repiesented to the 
Bishop that Gentili was too inexperienoed to be made 
Preddent of so large a ocHnmunity, leaTÌog it, howerer, 
to Ms Lordship^s option, to gire the chaige aftor a 
short delaj. Bnt the Bishop firmlj inàsted, and 
oblìged both to cede to his will; so that on the feast of 
the Presentation, in public assembl j, Dr. Gentili was 
declared TÌce-regent of the whole establishnient — Gene- 
lal Piefect of Stadies, and President of SL Paol^'s 
Seminaxy, besides retaining the offioes he previonsl j 
hdd. 



CHAPTER m. 

GEKTIU*S QUikLrnES FOR GOTEBXINC HE IS JQDSIB 

BT FRESH CX)MPAKI0K5 FfiOM ITALT EOSMDSl'S LETTOtS 

OX THE MEAXS OF KNOWING THE WHX OF GOD — AXD €SS 
JSUSkD OBEDIES^CE. 

CXXXIX. Many were the qnalificalions which Gen* 
tili possessed suitable and meet in a supeiior. With a 
grave and prepossessing appearance, he nnited great 
talents, acquir^nents, and active eneigies. These he 
directed with pure intention, and ardent zeal, to 
remove abuses, as well as to promote order, scieiioe, 
virtue, and especiallj that which St. Pani asserts to be 
profitable to ali things, — viz., Christian piety. In this 
particiilar he was oonspicnons, leading the way by the 
tervour and example of his holy life. Withal, we must 
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not dissimulate that there were certain naturai defects 
in his character, opposed to the exercise of prudence 
and excellence in a govemor. His ardent tempera* 
ment, and Uvely imagination, exposed him often to too 
much sensibilità at sight of the shorteomings of others ; 
and urged his zeal beyond the bounds prescribed by a 
cool and calculating prudence. Want of experience of 
men and things in a foreign land, doubtless, caused him 
to resort to injudicious measures, and indiscreet exigen- 
■ciea : hence, sometimes he judged somewhat hastily, cor- 
rected with too much severity, incautiously condemned 
old customs, and made untimely alterations without 
deference to the opinions of others. This method of 
acting naturally excited the opposition of many — ^the 
approvai of few. While the most pious applauded — 
the greater number contradicted him: so that his 
designs were not imfrequently thwarted, and repre- 
sented in a bad Hght to the bishop. The foUowing 
circumstance seemed to confirm the charge brought 
against him : viz., at the beginning of the next scho- 
lastic year, 1837, there was a considerable diminution 
of students. This decrease was described to the pre- 
late, who was very sensitive on this point, as the result 
of the viceregent's excessive rigour, which was likely 
to min the establishment. Alarmed by these sjnnp- 
toms, the good bishop began to depiive Gentili of no 
small portion of authority — set aside several of the 
rules, and relaxed the discipline as too severe— dimi- 
nished the number of pious exercises as excessive — 
altered some methods of teaching as unprofitable, and 
gave orders that no books, rosaries, crosses, medals, and 
other like objects, shoidd be distributed without his 
express permission, though it had been previously done 
with his knowledge. Gentili, however, had laboured 
strenuously to collect, from ali parts of England and 
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Italy, the disciplìnaiy regulatìons of sìmìlar educational 
establishments, for the purpose of amelioratmg l^ose 
of Prior Park. He had promoted reUgious devotìoii 
among the masters and students: he had ìntroduced a 
greater snbordination to legithnate authority: he had 
made ìmportant additions to the studìes, and stimulated 
also more diligence and taste for literarj occupations. 
Moreover, to add to the decorum of that ecclesìastical 
ìnstitutìon — ^to harmonìze its scholastic system — and 
to ìmproye its economical anangements, he importnned 
the snperior general to send hhn some clerica! aimli- 
aries for the teaching department, not onlj, but also 
some laj brothers to replace the hired servants of both 
sexes emplojed on the premìses. Finally, having been 
informed that complaints had been forwarded to the 
Pope in Home, against the professors and directors of 
Prior Park, (Gentili and his companions excepted), the 
bishop requested Gentili himself, to write to the holy 
Father an apologetic statement, in replj to the accusa- 
tion. In consequence the voice of the malevolent was 
silenced; and the proceedings of his lordship were 
justi£ed and commended. 

CXL. In 1837, six new companions, three clergy- 
men and three laj brothers, were sent from Italy to 
Gentili's assistance. In thus acceding to his often 
urged solicitation, the snperior general complied also 
with the desires of the bishop and his yicar general; 
for the latter had also written to him, in the first 
month of the same year, to the following effect: " From 
Dr. Gentili I leam that yonr Eeverence has determined 
npon sending ns six of his companions, three ecclesias- 
tics, and three lay brothers; but, that you entertain 
some fear about the expedition, owing to the bishop's 
absence. As his lordship is stili in London, attending 
a synodical meeting of the other bishops, and as I veli 
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know bis mind on the subject, I may not only assure 
you of his consent, but also request you, in bis name, 
to send tbem as soon as possible; for we are in tbe 
greatest need of well trained clergymen to educate the 
young ecclesiastica bere: and since so much advantage 
has been derived from the three you already sent us, 
we greatly desire otbers belonging to tbe same Insti- 
tute. Do not tben besitate sending tbem wìtb ali 
practicable speed, and if you let me know the day you 
bave fixed upon for their departure, I will immediately 
remit to you tbe pecuniary sum required for their 
joumey. In the mean time^ I avail myself of this 
opportunity to assure you bow gratified I feel in com- 
mencing a friendly oorrespondence with you for tbe 
benefit of our boly religion. Believe me to remain 

" Most respectfully, &c. 
"T. Brikdle." 

CXLL Tbe new missionaries brougbt with tbem two 
letters òf counsel from the general superior, Rosmini. 
As tbese documents are replete with wisdom, leaming, 
and useful maxims for those living under obedience, 
we deem it advisable bere to give tbe entire version. 

"To my dear hrethren serving God in England, 

" As some other brethren are preparing to join you 
I seize the occasion of addressing you a few lines, to 
remind you of your vocation in the boliness of charity. 
I beg and pray of you ali, in tbe bowels of Jesus cru- 
cified, that none desire to tum to the right or to the 
left, but to tend straigbtforwardly to what he is called, 
that is, to procure his own sanctification, which does 
not consist in any work of genius, or human glory, or 
in attaining a great success in extemai undertakings ; 
but rather, in practising those yirtues which Jesus 



156 UFE or IRE KIT. Aunracs gestbjl 

Chiisu the Satìcht and Execsf lu- ol'oor smls, esiknxicd 
in HìmsdC cspecijtEv oq the cross. These TÌrtnes «re 
hmniìirr. poTerty, abs^^tic-^i. cbedieDce. iDortfScitSis. 
jntieiice. acd an ardent chazity, vhkh coctains iìmcs 
alL Thb charirr does Dot kee itself in sctiZ^^àies^ 
bat prooeeds with simplicity; it do^ not seek its c-ws. 
but the thìcgs of God, and one*s neighboar. On lh5« 
fonndaticMi stands the Institate of Chaiìtr vhieh tv:ik 
bave embiaoed, and which Toa on^t to bare ccctiz?^ 
ali V be£>re jour eyes, in orda- to p er sj e%er e thereà 
nntil death, not in a mere bodiij, bat spìiitnal imk-e. 
in oider not to deoàre TonrselTes. losìi^ sìght of the 
trae idea and ibrm of the Institate, which sprìcgs £nna 
the Cracified on CalTarr, inasmach as front Him de-lire 
thor OTÌgìn those TÌrtaes which oonstitnte ìts end. 
Toa, mj deaiest biethroi, hare so mach the i»:re 
need of keeping joar hearts &s.eà on this end — 
esteeming the piactice of erangelical TÌrtae as the cnìr 
good (sinee ali else is Tanity) as God's serrice. in 
Yoar present posìtion, is attecded with not a few 
difficolties, perils, and distiactions» Ali these. how- 
erer, joa maj overcome bv ca-opeiatÌDg fiitiiaI!T' 
with grace which God does not refase Toa; so tkat 
thej will beocMiie as means to joar perfection, az>d 
tiophies of Toar fatare gloiy. This co-operation wiik 
giace oonsìsts in nothìng dbe than keeping erer in 
Tiew, and in beìng diiected by joar Tocatìoa. con- 
forming joar condact with perfect sabmisàon to the 
spirit and the letters of the prescribed rales. 

*^ In the first place, let each one beware of an exce»- 
sive confidence in bis own jadgment; rather let him 
be persoaded that, amcnig ali the dangers of a reiìgìoiis 
life, the most insidioas is an exclasÌTe lesort to ooe"s 
priTate jadgment, becaase man being a rational beÈw. 
is indined to reastm withoat reflecting mach, that 
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reasonings are short coming, limited, and often fal^ 
lacious — ^veiy difierent from those of God, which 
umnistakeably comprehend ali things, past, present, and 
future. Wherefore, in his conduct, instead of adopt- 
ing the result of his own reasonings, let each one 
take for his guide, the solely sublime, and most sim- 
pie rule of the divine will, in imitation of Christ, 
who, giving an account of His operations, did not 
say that He acted through this or that motive, but 
always for the accomplishment of the will of His hea- 
venlj Father, in order that the scrìptures might be 
fulfìlled, and which enclosed what had been pre-or- 
dained by His eternai Parent. Hence, our study, 
dearly beloved, should tend to acquire a knowledge of 
the divine will, and not lead to mutuai disputes, 
whether this or that thing be better or not, according 
to limited human views. Let us only be solicitous 
about discovering the signs of the divine will, in order 
to execute it with fidelity and simpHcity ; with interior 
peace, and without any intellectual contradiction. If 
you consider attentively, you will perceive that there 
are three principal signs by which we may infallibly 
recognise the divine will, if we seek it with a pure 
heart. 

" The first sign is the law of God fully and perfectly 
manifested to us by Jesus Christ, which law, for this 
reason, is called by theologians 'voluntas signi.' 
On which account it is also written: 'voluntas Dei 
sanctificatio vestra.' If, then, it be God's will that we 
should sanctify ourselves, we may be certain of work- 
ing conformably to this most amiable and most holy 
wUl, when we laboiir unremittingly to purify our- 
selves from every, even the smallest stain of sin, 
and to acquire ali those virtues which constitute 
holiness. In every perplexity of mind between twò 
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conflicting sentiments, let us prefer tliat wbich, in 
itself, is most conducive to sanctitj — ^that which has 
most evangelica! yirtue, and without furtiher hesita* 
tion, adhere to that which hest exercises our self- 
abnegation, poverty, obedience, charitj, and contempi, 
of ihose earthlj things we cheiish most. £ j acting 
in this manner, we are sure not to go astraj, and are 
certaìn of operating in accordance with tlie most sub- 
lime and most excellent mie of the divine will which 
we desire to follow, and for which reason we belong 
to the Institute. 

'^The second sign which makes known to us the 
most deairable will of God, is obedience to our supe- 
riors. I sajr this to ali, and in particular to the Father 
Bector, and the Father Minister, who ought to precede 
others in giving example of obedience to their owu 
superiors; and I repeat this injunction also to their 
subject brethren. It is well to reflect that this is the 
doctrine of the Catholic Church, which teaches, and has 
alwajs taught, that perfect obedience to superiors is the 
safest way to know the divine will, and to ameliorate 
and to save one's own soul. Let not the rash presump- 
tion of private reasoning then rebel; because such a 
rebellion would be directed not merelj against the man 
who conmiands, but against God who manifests Hìb 
will hj means of that man. It is true there may be 
error or defect in the superior's command, owing to 
the shortsightedness of human nature; but real error 
or defect there cannot be in God's will, whereof that 
command is the indubitable sign. So then it is to be 
believed, that in executing the command, although 
accompanied bj some erroneous ideas on the part 
of the superior, we are sure to fìdfil the divine will: and 
that God intends to make the superior's blunder sub- 
servient to His certainlj most wise designs, which our 
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naturai ignorance, and finite intelligence, are nnable 
to penetrate. The only exception to this mie is, when 
the command of the snperior involves any thing sinfìil. 
This case excepted, let our intellect be silent, when 
any thing is ordered to be done: let it not judge, 
crìticise, or calculate upon anj thing (or at most sub- 
missively represent to the superior the difficulty that 
may occur) but with a Hvely faith, and certainty of 
obeying God, let his obedience be prompt, simple, hum- 
ble, and entire. 

" When the wiU of God is not made known by either 
of these two signs, because neither the superior pre- 
scribe what is to be done — ^nor is it determined by the 
divine law or love of holiness ; it is then expedient to 
have recourse to a third rule very necessary for supe- 
riora themselves, and to their subjects also, when left to 
their own judgment. This third sign of the divine 
will is the voice of divine Providence, which is heard 
in extemal events and circumstances. This voice 
ehould be calmly listened to, and examined by, the 
light of reason, aided by that of faith, but qtiite logi- 
cally excluding every thing of a fanciful, superstitioue, 
and arbitrary nature. To do good in outward occur- 
rences not sought after by us, but presented by divine 
Providence. To perform it without unjust preference, 
and with beooming order. This is what, in such cases, 
God certainly requires of us. God is essentially the 
supreme good, therefore He wishes from us every possi- 
ble good, and it is that which, being presented to us 
by His Providence, is not chosen by our, but His wilL 
This third sign is subordinate to the second, as the 
seoond is subordinate to the first; that is to say, if the 
law of God oblìges us to any thing, to that we must 
adhere; but if it be not obligatory, then we must keep 
to obedience. If even this does not determine what is 
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to be done, then we must try to know the will of God 
bj the light of reason, and that of grace, which ought 
to accompany it. Moreover, in order that tliis light 
may not mislead, it should not anticipate, but foUow 
Providence in extemal events. 

" From the first and second of these three signs, arises 
the necessity you ali have (when you desire to adhere 
closely to the will of yonr God) of meditAting with. 
attention and love, the rules of that Institute which 
you have embraced, since they are an abridgment and 
application of the gracious law of Jesus Christ; to 
these rules, in fine, both superiors and subjects are 
equally bound to be obedient, 

" Wherefore let each one of you endeavour to live 
with great confidence in God, closely united with his 
own superior, in whom he should behold the image of 
God Himself. Be united also, ali of you, together in 
the strictest bond of perfect charity, hearing with one 
another's defects out of an abundance of heart-felt love, 
having great care not only of self improvement, but 
also of that of the other brethren, edifying them, and 
co-operating to promote their perfection, according to 
the spirit of the Institute, and the will of superiors, 
If you comply with this advice, your humble brother, 
who, with ali liberty in the Lord, writes it to you, 
hopes also to participate, hereafter, in the plenitude 
of your merits and prayers, which, with pure and 
upright hearts, you ought to present unceasingly at 
the throne of God. The writer loves you ali much in 
the Lord, whom he implores to bestow upon you every 
blessing, grace, consolation, fortitude in affliction, and 
in the end, a crown of imperishable glory." 

Here follows another letter on blind obedience, which 
Father Rosmini wrote on the same occasion* 
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" The intimate knowledge of the exceeding excel - 
lency of blind obedience, paid to superiora for the love 
of Jesus Christ, is a thing altogether divine, and only 
to be attained by those to whom the Holy Spirit com- 
municates this supematural wisdom. Therefore, I 
would exhort you, my dear brethren, to pray with the 
most intense eamestness for this heavenly illumination, 
annihilating yourselves before the throne of the majesty 
of God, and beseeching Him most fervently to make 
you understand the lessons which His Son, our cruci- 
fied Lord Jesus Christ, has given us from the bloody 
aitar of the cross. 

" An intense love of our Lord Jesus Christ, would 
lead US to the understanding and the possession of this 
treasure of blind obedience, for this buming love 
would make us understand the wonderful teaching and 
example which He left us regarding it. An example 
and a teaching which none can comprehend but they 
who love Him devotedly: and which, on the other 
hand, has ever been and ever shall be, ffentibus stuUitia, 
* Unto the Gentiles foolishness.' 

*' Another way by which to attain and to comprehend 
the preciousness of this virtue of blind obedience, for 
which the spiritual man is ready at ali times even to 
die, is a firm and lively faith in the authority of 
Holy Church as the pillar and ground of the truth, 
and in the example of the saints whom the Church has 
canonised, For he, who has this lively faith in the 
spirit and the teaching of the Holy Church his mother, 
will be most fiilly persuaded, without any further 
reasoning, that blind obedience is an act of most ex • 
quisite virtue, and of the highest merit before God. 
Holy Church, most undoubtedly, has ever taught this 
truth in ali ages and in ali places, and glorified the 
heroes of obedience. And therefbfe, he who believes 
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the wisdom of the saints to be the trae wìsdom, mll 
not doubt that the blind obedience which thej ali, 
withont exception, practised, is light, reasonable, and 
most holy. Or if a doubt of it should cross hìs mind, 
he wìll condemn hìs own blindness and folly, and pros- 
trate himself in sìlence before the wisdom of the saints, 
listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit speaking by 
them, and well nnderstanding the force of those words 
of Christ, *• Qui yos audit me audit.' ^ He who hears 
you hears me.' 

" These words of our Divine Master areindeed a finn 
foundation of blind obedience. For they were spoken 
by Christ to the Church in the person of His apostles, 
and the Church speaks and acts by her ministers, and 
chiefly by the superiors of holy congregations and 
religious orders. So that there is the same reason for 
obeying superiors blindly as for blindly believing Christ. 
The man who believes Christ blindly, renounces indeed 
ali inferior reasons, but only to attach himself to the 
hìghest and only trae reason. Thus also, the man who 
obeys blindly his superiors, renounces indeed in one 
sense his own individuai reason, and gives up his own 
private judgment; but at the same time he is, in 
another sense, following his own reason, because it is 
the reason of him who obeys, which being illuminated 
by the grace of Grod, convinces the truly obedient 
man that it is most reasonable that he should obey 
his superiors, without seeking any other reason than 
the very excellence of obedience. 

" Observe here, then, my dear brethren, the error of 
those who say that there are only two authorities which 
can command us, our own reason, or the extemal supe- 
rior. For they thus leave out the principal authoiity, 
which is God Himself, Who speaks by means of the 
superior. An authority far more to be tiusted than 
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our own individuai reason, which is liable io be de- 
oeived, sud does in faci deceive itself whenever it 
Te^ses to obey blindly the Divine Will, manifested by 
the mouth of the religious superior, whois His minister 
and representative npon earth. I say that onr indi- 
viduai reason always deceives us, when it persuades us 
not to obey, Forwhenis it that we deceive ourselves? 
When, instead of seeking afber that which is best 
adapted for our true end, that is, for the acquisition of 
virtue, of perfection, of humility, of self-abnegation, 
of moitification, of penance, in one word, of the imitai 
tion of Jesus Christ crucified, we stop short at some 
kuman consideration, atsomething of altogether another 
order fiom that of tiie evangelica! virtues. For instance, 
if, when that celebrated hermit and great teacher of 
perfection commanded his disciple to biing daily a 
quantity of water, in order to revive a plant which had 
long been dried up from the root, that disciple had dis- 
obeyed on pretext of foUowing his own reason, he 
would have deceived himself, and acted who]ly against 
reason. For though it was indeed true that the act 
commanded him — ^to water that plant — ^was useless and 
unreasonable as considered only in reference to the end 
of reviving the plant, yet let us but take into consi- 
deration the other more exalted end, which consisted 
in calling forth the act of humility, self-abnegation, 
mortification, in one word, of obedience (for ali these 
virtues are contained in obedience), and then we shall 
see clearly that obedience to that unreasonable com- 
mand was an act most reasonable, most wise, and most 
holy. So holy, so acceptable to God is this blind obe- 
dience, that He not unfrequently testifies His approba- 
tion of it by miracle, as in this very case of which I 
am speaking; for as the history teUs us, the withered 
plant revived and flowered again, under the hand of the 
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obedient man. And now who does not see, that in 
every act of obedience, paid for the love of God to our 
own superior, there is always included abasement and 
abnegation of self, humility, and the love of God ; and 
that these virtues are in greater perfection in pro- 
portion as the thing commanded is most repugnant 
to our own sense and judgment? And if Jesus Christ 
has taught us that our perfection consists in this 
annihilation of self, for His love, and after His ex- 
ampie, is it not plain that there is always a reason 
for obeying every command whatsoever, and that this 
reason is the more sacred, the more unreasonable the 
command appears, and that this reason is the hìghest 
of ali reasons, to which aU other reasons must give 
way ? Because the reason of making ourselves perfect 
by annihilating ourselves for the love of Jesus Christ 
is so great, that there is not nor can be any greater, 
It is the sun of reasons which exceeds ali the stars. 
For what greater reason can there be for an action 
than to attain the end for which we were created, and 
to attain it in that most perfect way which Christ Him- 
self has taught us? 

"Blind obedience is then a most enlightened obedience, 
and by it we renounce ali vain and frivolous reasons, 
to follow the one only true, solid, and most blessed 
reason, But by whom can aU this be understood, but 
by him who loves Jesus Christ? By whom can it be 
felt, but by the simple and humble of heart ? On whom. 
does such light shine, but on the poor in spirit, on the 
little chnd whose eye is single and pure? 'Gratias 
tibi ago Pater quia abscondisti haec a sapientibus et 
prudentibus et revelasti ea parvulis.' Therefore, that 
we may attain to the understanding of these treasures 
of the wisdom and knowledgeof God, Ictus prostrate our- 
selves before the throne of His Majesty, and with our 
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mouth in the dust pray to the Father that He would 
draw US to Christ our Lord, for undoubtedly that must 
be true which the oracle of Divine truth haa spoken, 
that * nemo ad me veniet nisi Pater traxerit eum.' For 
if the Father, hearing this prayer rising from the 
depth of our hearts, in the name of His beloved and 
only begotten Son, shall open the eyes of our mind and 
free them from the cataract which our passions have 
spread over them, then we shall not only see the in- 
trinsic and inestimable worth of the evangelical yirtue 
of blind obedience, but we shall see also what would 
bave been the fate of our poor bark, if it had had no 
better pilot than ourselves, and our miserable wills and 
reason. We shall see that the light of our own 
unaided reason, would have only served to shew us the 
hopdess state into which we had thrown ourselves. 
We flhali see that the only star by which we can 
safely steer is not poor useless human reason, but the 
one only light which is ever bright, changeless, and 
benignant, the Will of God. And that the pilot who 
can steer us most closely by this auspicious star, is the 
superior actually given to us by the mercy and Provi- 
dence of God, in that religious order, whatever it be, 
in which we are. For whatever he may be (unless he 
command us to sin), he is always the ambassador of 
God, the interpreter of the Divine Will, and the minis- 
ter of the Divine mercy. 

*' We shall see ali this with respect to ourselves, but 
we shall see much more if we are visited by the light 
of Christ's lovely wisdom, with regard to the good 
which might be done by us to our neighbours or for 
God's holy Church. Because it is God the Father of 
ali men who cares for ali, and it is Jesus Christ, the 
Head of the Church, which He purchased for Him- 
self with the price of His own blood, who cares for 



mmmimm^K^mm^mmmmmK^mmmmmm^,^^ — ^pu.^.i...i _ ■._■.. , i_-.._!«^. . i^ 



■■^w 



166 LIFE OF THE REV. ALOYSIUS GENTILI. 

His Church. And God the Father and Jesus Christ 
His Son, do not choose any to work for the Divine 
gloiy, and the good of the Church, but such as con- 
forming themselves to the example of Christ, crucify 
themselves, and die to self .by virtue of holy obedi- 
ence, self-denial, hiimility, and love of the cross. 

" It is the follower of holy evangeHcal obedience alone 
who tnily and completely offers himself to Christ and 
the Father. And he alone, as I have said, is raised by 
them according to their good pleasnre, to minister to 
them in ali those great works, to which from etemity 
they have predestinated him. Let us then cling more 
and more to holy obedience, renotmcing self once for 
ali, and let us strive after so perfect a grace, with the 
assiduity of humble and uninterrupted prayer. This, 
my dear brethren, is what I expect of you ali, 
I expect that you be so enkindled with Divine love, as 
to be able to set fire to the four comers of the world ; 
I expect that you will come forth full of the lovely 
wisdom of Jesus Christ, which is foolishness to the 
vain reasoners of this world, obedience, docile, meek, 
enlightened, dead to the world, alive to God, glorying 
in knowing nothing but Jesus Christ and Him cruci- 
fied, from whom I beg for you health and benediction» 
now and for ever. Amen." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SOME ENGLISH PRIESTS ASK TO BE AGGREGATED TC 

THE INSTITUTE GENTILI VISITS THE TRELAWNEYS ^IS 

BEMOVED FROM PRIOR PARK — ^MAKES HIS VOWS A3 A 
SPIRITUAL COADJUTOR — ^ANO CEASES TO BE SUPERIOR. 

CXLIL After good intelligence and peace had been 
established between the Bishop and the members o£ the 
Institute at Prior Park, there oocurred another sub- 
ject o£ discord. This was owing to the foUowing 
circumstance. In the year 1838, it happened that 
some of the best among the superiors and professors of 
the college, manifested a wish to join the Institute of 
Charity, and expressly demanded the consent of the 
Bishop, and that of the Institute's chief Snperior. 
Now, although from the beginning, his Lordship had 
promised to cherish and protect the Institute, as well 
as to grant leave to any of his ecclesiastics to become 
members thereof, if called by God, when it carne to the 
point, it was not easy for him to give his sanction to it ; 
for it was represented to him that it might prove fatally 
detnmental to his establishment not only, but also to 
the entire district. Among other things it was urged, 
that if by degrees the best and major part of the 
clergy were withdrawn, the Bishop in consequence 
would be rendered indecorously dependent on the 
Superiors of the Institute; or, if he discharged the 
latter, it would carry away from him in his utmost 
need, many of his most efficient labourers. 
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CXLIIL At the end of the scholastic year, 1838, 
Fathei Gentili received a pressing invitation to spend 
a few weeks with the Trelawneys, in ComwalL It was 
hoped he might be able to reconduct some members of 
the family, from the stray paths of error to the right 
road of Catholic truth. He went, in fact, with the 
Bishop's license for this purpose, but was suddenly 
recalled by the Prelate, who ordered him to proceed as 
speedily as possible to Blandford, in order to settle a 
very important affair in a Cistercian convent, situate a 
few miles from the beforementioned city. In the 
mean time, the Bishop had come to the determination. 
of depriving Father Gentili of his office at Prior Park, 
for reasons aiready known to the reader. .To accom- 
plish this, in the same year, His Lordship remoTed 
Father Gentili to another convent, at Spetisbnry, in 
care of Augustinian Niins. It was intimated to him, 
however, both by letter and by word of mouth, that 
his removal was temporary, and that it was required 
for the greater advantage of religion and his own 
benefit. Withal it must have been no small humiliation 
for Gentili to see himself banished, as it were, to an 
obscure corner of the Diocese, far from his religious 
brethren, of whom he was the superior, — and the more 
so, as the motives or pretexts alleged to justify his 
removal, seemed not a little mysterious, and excited 
some imfavourable suspicion relative to his past con- 
duct. He bore it, however, with great humility and 
patience ; blessing the Lord, and attributing the event 
to his own demerits. 

CXLIV. At this time, the Lord was pleased to mix 
something sweet with the bitter in his chaUce of affile - 
tion, by the joyful news, which Father Gentili received 
in January, 1839, of the solemn approvai of the 
Institute of Charity, by the sacred congregation of 
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Bishops and regulars, on the 20th of December in the 
preceding year ; and of this approvai having been also 
confirmed by the Vicar of Jesus Christ. After receiv- 
ing these tidìngs, he went to prostrate himself at the foot 
of the aitar before the Blessed Sacrament, and recited 
the Ambrosian hjmn nine tìmes — ^inviting the choirs of 
angels and saints to thank the Blessed Trìnitjr for this 
sìgnal favour. On communicating the intelligence of 
the happy event to the mother superioress, ali the nuns 
were soon assembled in choir to sing the Te Deum — 
and Father Gentili imparted the Benediction of the 
most Holj Sacrament. Later, his consolation was re- 
doubled, when, on the 25th of March, the festival of 
the Blessed Virgin's Annunciation, in the conventual 
chapel, he pronounced his religious vows as a spiritual 
coadjutor of the Institute: the ceremony in use, on 
similar occasions, was peformed by the Rev. J. B. 
Pagani, delegated for the purpose by the supeiior 
generaL 

CXLV. Some months had elapsed since Father 
GentUi's removal from Prior Park, and during this 
lime the Bishop kept him engaged in the spiritual 
directi(fn of v€irious convents in the district, and there 
seemed to be no prospect of his recai. To the General of 
the Institute, this prolonged separation of the superior 
from his brethren, was a source of complaint; and to 
remedy it, he thought of remonstrating with the Prelate, 
or of choosing a new Rector from among the other 
members of the Institute resident at Prior Park. At 
length, he judged the latter course the more prudent of 
the two: consequently, heselected as Gentili's successor 
in the office of Religious Superior, the before-mentioned 
Father Pagani. This change in the direction of the 
small community was duly notified to Father Gentili, 
and he was requested to give, in person, or by letter, 



170 UFE OF THE KET. ALOTSI0S 6ENTILL 

ihe instractions he deemed opportune in ibis aliered 
state of tbìngs. Althongh to oomply personally wìth 
this request was rather mortifyìngto tlie naturai sense, — 
yet Father Gentili preferred it, and the day after his 
arrivai at Prior Park, the brethren being assembled 
together, with a countenance expressive of inward jojr 
at his freedom fì-om a great responsibOity, he him- 
self read the decree of his own deposition, and the 
election of a new superior. Then he addressed to the 
brethren present, a brief but edifying discourse, ex- 
horting them above ali to the exercise of charity, humi- 
lity, and obedience; of which yirtue, without saying so, 
a beautiful example was just set before them. After his 
exhortation, he knelt down, and asking pardon of God^ 
and of his brethren, for ali defects conunitted during 
his govemment, he concluded by requestìng the new 
superior to impose a penance on him, before rising; 
also, he kissed the feet of ali his brethren. At these 
humble and edifying sentiments of the ex-superior, the 
by-standers were tenderly mored, and riyalled each 
other in imitating him in lowliness. 

CXLYI. On his almost immediate return to Spetis- 
bury, Gentili wrote to the Father General, a letter, in 
which, among other things, he said: *' In order that you 
may not imagine I bave ili taken my deposition, I may 
teli you in the first place, that I consulted Father 
Pagani before making my professìon, whether the tow 
of obedience comprised also the acceptance of the office 
of superior, and being answered in the affirmative, I 
hesitated more than once to pronounce my yows, and 
this was the sole temptation agaìnst my profession. 
Secondly, that were it not that you might haye sup- 
p)sed me ofFended by some preceding events, I should 
bave solìcited, before now, what I had several times 
intended ; tìz., to be exonerated from a weight superior 
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to my strength. Thirdly, that your decree amved 
bere, on the last day of the month consecrated to Mary, 
ever Blessed, and that I esteemed it as a favour coming 
from her sacred hands. Fourthly, that I loudly 
thanked, and stili thank God, His Blessed Mother — 
and also your patemity, as the instrument of their 
merciful kindness." 



CHAPTER V. 

FATHER GENTILI PKOCEEDS TO ROME WITH OTHER 
COMPANIONS, AND PRONOUNCES HIS VOWS AS A PRESBYTER 
OF THE INSTITUTE. 

CXLVIL In the year, 1839, the Father General had 
resolved to do personally in Rome, what he had already 
perfomaed by letter, viz., to offer his humble and filial 
thanks to the Supreme Pontiff for the Apostolic sanc- 
tion given to the Institute. At the same time, under 
the eyes of God's Vicar, in the capital of the Catholic 
world, he wished to pronounce those vows prescribed 
by the rules of the Institute to certain members of the 
Society, whereby they bind themselves in a special 
manner to be obedient to the Holy Apostolic See. On 
which account he selected seven other priestly members, 
of whom three were in England — and among them, 
Father Gentili.* In the spring of the year, he wrote 

"* BesideB the Father General Anthony Rosmini, and Father 
Gentili, there were the Rev. Charles Gilardi,— J. B. Pajjani, — 
G. R. Setti,— G M. Toscani,— Francis Puceher,— and Emiliua 
Belisy. 
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to the three elected at Prìor Park to ask the Biskop^s 
lìcense for their jouiney to Bame, and to arraDge iritli 
his Lordshìp abont the most conTenient tìme. It was 
then settled that their d^parture might take place 
durmg the schoLkstic Tacation at midsummer. They 
set cut about the middle of Jul j, and after pasaàng 
throngh France and Switzerland, and croesing the Sem- 
pione Alps, they arrÌTed at Monte CalTaiio on the 29th 
of the same month. After a few da js' rest, together 
with the Father General, and the other elect, they con- 
tinned their Eomeward jonmey, and at length safety 
reached the Holy city, on the yigil of the Assiimption. 
CXL VllL By means of his Eminence Cardinal Ca&- 
tracane, a prÌTate audience was solicited of the Holy 
Father, who was pleased to grant it on the erening of 
the 17th. The Abate Bosmini was the first admitted 
to the presence chamber, and after half an hoor the 
others were called in, and receiTcd with patenud bene- 
Tolence and singular affability, especiaDy Father 
Crentili, who was known to His Holiness. After taking 
leaye of the Pope, the octare of the Assnmption was 
the day fixed upon — and the place selected was a sab- 
terranean chapel near the catacombs of Saint Sebastian, 
for the making of our tows as Presbyters of the 
Institute of Charìty. The preceding time was spent in 
visiting the seren chnrches, and in other devont pre- 
parations. On the appointed moming, the 22nd of 
AngxLst, Father General offèred the Divine sacrifice at 
ihe aitar in the crypt, attended by the presbyters» 
with no other witnesses save a good Franciscan lay- 
brother, the Sacristan of the Basilica. At the coio- 
munion, the celebrant holding the consecrated Host, 
-first prononnced his yows with a loud Yoice on the 
aitar: then he tumed towards his companions, stili 
haying the holy sacrament in his band, while they one 
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after another, pronounced the same votive formula, 
Finally ali sealed their profession with a sacramentai 
communion. After Mass, and a thanksgivìng to God, 
and the saints and martjrs, and after visiting the 
venerable tombs of the latter, we returned to the city, 
and prepared to separate: some for upper Italy — and 
some for England. The Father General, however, with 
one companion, remained in Rome to urge the expe- 
dition of the ApostoHc letters approving the Institute, 



CHAPTER VI. 

FATHER GENTILI IS DETAINED IN ITALY HIS TRIALS 

IS RE-DEMANDED AND DESTINED FOB ENGLAND. 

CXLIX. Before parting, the Father General took 
Gentili aside, and after tenderly embracing him, gave 
him to understand that probably he would not have to 
return with the others to England, but to remain in 
Italy ; and that until further orders, he must take up 
bis abode at Monte Calvario. The superior came to 
this determination for the three following reasons: In 
the first place, he wished to reHeve from embarrassment 
Bishop Baines, who seemed averse to the recali of 
Gentili to Prior Park ; and on the other band, to em~ 
ploy him exclusively in the direction of convents 
would not prove agreeable to the members of the 
Institute. In the second place, it was considered that 
Gentili might be more usefully occupied in charitable 
Works in Italy; or in founding a new mission in Eng* 
land, as certain providential signs indicated as soon 
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lìkeiy to k&ppen. Thìrdlj, it wms intended aJso io 
affbrd Father Grentili an occasion of exercisìng those 
TÌrtnes so becoming a Telìgìons man; yìz^ hniniHtT, 
indifference, and obedience. 

CL. In this trial, the TÌrtne he dìsplayed was the 
more solid and genuine, inasmnch as the interior stmg- 
gle he had to endnre iras great and yìolent. Althongh 
at the first annonncement, he answered the saperior 
that in ali things he wished onl j to please Grod, nerer* 
theless, man's infemal foe assanlted him with a orowd 
of tronblesome thoughts, which threw him for some 
days into a melanchol j depression of spìrìts. For 
instance, the astute enemj snggested, '^Whence this 
nnexpected resolve of thj superior? Among ali the 
members of the Institate, art thon not the man, to 
whom Grod gave the most certain signs of a cali to 
labonr in Hìs English yinejard? Naj, wert thon not 
in some manner called to that mission, before being 
aggr^atedto the Institute? Hast thon not been par- 
ticiilarl j invited for the pnrpose hj Bishop Baìnes, and 
the Messienrs Fhillipps and Trelawney, and, on this ao 
connt, sent as the snperior of thj colleagaes into that 
country ? And thjr commission, was ìt not also sanctioned 
and blessed by the Supreme Pontiff? And then, what 
fault hast thou committed to merit this recai ? Didst thou 
not work hard to remedy abuses, and to promote every 
salutary measure at Frior Fark, and elsewhere? Didst 
thou not labour under and endure ali sorts of contr»- 
dictions and humiliations; there to uphold the Institute 
and to extend the kingdom of God? Didst thou not 
promptly give up to others the field sown by thyself 
at Frior Fark, to live almost like an excommunicated 
and banished person elsewhere? Didst thou not pati- 
ently and joyfuUy yield thy office of superior? Why 
then are ali these thy merìts forgotten, so as to offer 
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thee nougHt but the cup of bittemess and grief, instead 
o£ rewarding thee with praise and consolation? After 
having conceiyed such great hopes, and heard snch 
prosperous tidings of thj actions in that remote part of 
Christendom, what will thj brothers, friends, and 
acquaintances, now think of thj recali and deposition? 
The 7 will suspect that thou wast unequal to the assumed 
task ; and that either through ìgnorance or imprudence, 
thou hast committed some grievous fault, which 
renders thj presence there either useless or unsafe? 
In case thou art held in such estimation as this, 
what good canst thou do to thy neighbour, or the 
Church in Italy? Wilt thou not be loooked upon 
by ali, with apprehension, as a man of blasted or 
questionable character ? And even thj own supe- 
rior himself, could he bave adopted so extremelj 
painful a resolution, if the most unfavourable reports, 
either verbal or written, had not reached Hm concem- 
ing thj affairs? Wherefore, what esteem or affection 
canst thou expect from him, and thj other brethren in 
religion? What, in fine, is to be thj lot in life for 
the future?" 

CLL These sorrowful ideas began to disturb bis 
mind during the night previous to bis departure from 
Rome, and thej also continued to molest him so exces- 
sively during the joumej, that on bis arriyal at Civita 
Vecchia, he might, it seemed, bave exclaimed in the 
words of our Divine Saviour: "Tristis est anima mea 
usque ad mortem." But remembering the Apostle 
James's advice for the afflicted to seek for comfort in 
prayer: " Tristatur aliquis vestrum oret," (v.) he left 
bis travelling companions behind, and entering the 
cathedral Church of the city, he prayed prostrate 
before the aitar for a long time, and with a contrite 
and humbled heart, implored Jesus Chrìst to pity and 
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pit>tect liim from the assanlts of the wìcked one. 
After this pniyer, he expezienced a TÌTÌd ligfat in his 
soni, which clearly exhibited to the eye of memoiy ali 
his nnfidthfblDess and negligence in the IHTÌne serviee; 
and pioTed to him that he onght to look opon himsdf 
in the presence of Eternai Tnith, Hke salt that had kst 
its saTonr; and as onlj fit to be cast awaj and trodden 
nnder foot by men; or like that tree, which after the 
third and fourth year, had by the DiTine Master been 
fonnd nnfimitfnl, and therefore was only fit to be cut 
down, and cast into the fire. Hence it appeaied to him 
to gire way to sadness or complaint, for any present or 
future humiliation, must be the efiect of Tain piide; 
or biindness, whidi prerented him from seòng God'^s 
mercy, in exchanging a brief mortification £>r the pains 
of hell, that he had deserved for his sins. These locid 
sentiments xestored in some degiee seremtj to his 
mìnd; but he had scarcely left the church, whea he 
fell again into a fit of desolation almost eqnaUing the 
former in Tiolence. He therefore retumed again to 
the church both before and after dùmer; but each 
tàme experiencing similar Ticissitudes: tìz. a cahn after 
prayer, and a return of the tempest after leaTÌng the 
church, as if that was the time for the power of dark- 
ness. In this state of mind he set sail from CiTÌta 
Yeodùa, and on the 24th of August landed at Leghofm, 
where he remained the foUowing day, which happened 
to be the fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost; and dedi> 
cated to the Sacred Heart of the Blessed Virgin Marr. 
In the company of his brethren, while Tisiting ^e 
churches of the city, he entered the Armeiùan tempie, 
wherein a beautiful image of the Queen of Angek hap- 
pily attracted his attention. Prostrating himself bef<»e 
it, and shewÌDg to his dear mother his own afflicted 
heart, with humble and fiilial confidenoe, he begged to 
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remind her, that the present festival in honour of her 
sacred heart, bad been first introduced at Rome, by bis 
own patemal uncle — ^tbe pious Abate Marconi, and tbat 
in consequence, be boped to be freed on tbat day from 
bis many temptations, in order to execute cbeerfully 
in every tbing, tbe will of ber Divine Son I Wonderful 
to relate, be bad no sooner finisbed tbis devout prayer, 
tban be felt bimself profonndly moved to compunction 
— and a torrent of sweet tears soon flowed from bis 
eyes. Tbus bis beart be felt bad become durably 
cbanged; and replete witb consolation, be was enabled 
to tbank tbe Lord, wbo, after permitting Satan to 
depress bim so frigbtfuUy, bad at lengtb fiUed bim witb 
sucb spiritual fortitude and joy, as to render pain and 
confusion not only toleiable, but desirable even, * usque 
ad mortem.* 

CLIL Gentili, also, bad soon to experìence tbe trutb 
of tbat inspired sentence of St. James tbe Apostle, (iv.) 
** HumiHamini in conspectn Domini, et exaltabit vos." 
For sbprtly after be bad passed witb resignation tbrougb 
tbe beforementioned ordeal, and was preparing to 
resumé tbe works of cbarity be bad formerly exercised 
in tbe Calvary bouse of retreat, pressing letters about 
bim came from England to Fatber General Rosmini. 
In tbe name of Bisbop Walsb, Vicar Apostolic of tbe 
Midland District, Mr. Pbillipps, of Gracedieu, solicited 
most eamestly, tbat Fatber Gentili migbt be sent back 
to England witbout delay. " Tbis boly man," (to use 
tbe words of tbe writer,) "tbis man of God, tbis truly 
apostolic man — tbis man, wortby of carrying tbe faitb 
of Cbrist: apud gentes, coram regibus et principibus." 
He beld out great promises, and offered tbe use of bis 
own family mansion and table to the edifying mission- 
ary, wbose company be wished to enjoy. The Bisbop 
wisbed to confide to Gentili's spiritual care, our Lady's 
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Church at Gracedieu, and that of Holy Cross at Whit- 
wick; as there was for both only one priest, occa- 
sionally assisted by the Religions of St. Bemard's 
monastery. But as the assumption of parochial dutìes 
is inhibited by the rules of the Cistercian order, the 
monks were desirous of attending solely to a contem- 
plative life. Father Pagani also wrote from Prior Park, 
in behalf of Bishop Baines, who stood in great need of 
clerica! labourers ; for two of his priests had fallen ili 
— and two others had retired from the District, — so 
that some convents at that time were deprivedof spiritual 
Directors. At length the Bishop himself wrote with his 
own hand to Eosmini, in order to induce the Father 
General to allow the return of Gentili, whom his Lord- 
ship designated as ." a priest of much virtue, who had 
done much good in his District, and who it was hoped 
would do stili more for the future." 

CLIIL Having maturely considered these requests 
in the presence of God, the Father General perceived 
in them unequivocal signs, that it was Go<ì's will 
Gentili should be again employed on the English mis- 
sion. He moreover deemed it would prove more 
advantageous to the Church, if Gentili's services were 
given to the Bishop of the centrai instead of the 
western district. However, as his companions had 
already taken their departure for England, and as Gen- 
tili had suffered not a little during his voyage from 
Rome, it was deemed advisable for him to rest unlil 
the Spring of the following year. He went during the 
ìnclement season to Stresa, where he was hospitably 
entertained by Madama Bolongaro. Indeed he stood 
much in need of this kind Lady's charitable attentions, 
owing to an obstinate cough and other ailments, which 
molested his health during the winter, so that it was 
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feared, he would not be able to under take a long jour- 
jiey, for some time, without danger. 



CHAPTER VII. 

FATHER GEXTILI'S SAFE ARRIYAL AT GRACEDIEU — ^HIS 

HISSIONART TRIALS. 

CLIV. His weak state of health induced him to 
procrastinate his departure from Italy, nntil the mild- 
ness of the season diminished the perii of a journey to 
England. At length, after fresh solicitations from his 
English correspondents, and an assxirance that the 
strength of the traveller was equal to the task, the Father 
General gave his consent for him to depart. Gentili, 
therefore, took leave of his superior and friends, on the 
5th of May, and crossing the Alpine barrier, called the 
Sempione, he travelled through France on his way to 
Great Britain. Speaking of this voyage, he used to 
say, that he had anticipated it would tum out prospe- 
rous, because reciting every day, the hymn, "Ave 
Maris stella," he asked this favour of most Holy Mary 
with these words : " Iter para tutum," and also because 
the goal of his joumey was a sanctuary named (Grace 
Dieu) or the Grace of God, and dedicated to our "Lady 
of Grace." 

CLV. In fact, in the chapter of accidents more or 
less inevitable in a long joumey, he met with no un- 
toward encounter, and his health also improved visibly 
While passing through France, he was gratified by 
seeing the advance of religion — and of its ministers in 
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public estimation: he observed that the desecrated 
emblems of human redemption had been restored, and 
embellished in several places — ^that the ecclesiastics 
appeared more edifying in their outward deportment, 
by wearing the clerical costume — ^that the churches 
were more frequented — and that there was more 
modestj, in dress, among the people. At Paris he met 
with several of his literaiy countrymen and acquaint- 
ances. With these he had some long conversations on 
philosophy, Belles Lettres, and the Institute of Charitj. 
In this new society, great interest was taken by some 
of them, who leamt its object and rules, and especiaUy 
its tendency to promote harmony between seculars and 
regulars. 

CLVI. Quitting the French capital — Gentili pro- 
ceeded, via London, to Prior Park, where arriving on 
the 20th of May, he joyfully embraced several of his 
former companions. He, however, grieved to leam 
that Bishop Baines was absent in Kome. At Prior 
Park, in a spiritual retreat under the direction of 
Father Pagani, Gentili prepaied himself during a fort- 
night, for his new and arduous mission. Among other 
good purposes, he resolved for the future to be on his 
guard against dissipation of mind— to consider that his 
duty as a member of the Institute, was in the first place 
to sanctify his own soni, no matter what the extemal 
circumstances might be in which Providence might place 
him: — to shew himself more sincere and obedient to- 
wards his lawful superiors, and carefully to examine his 
conscience in this respect — ^to dive deeper into his own 
nothingness, and in the desire of holy obscurity and of 
the world's contempt — ^to meditate constantly on the 
maxims of Jesus Christ — ^the life of His blessed Mother, 
in order to conform himself thereunto — and finally to 
love poverty as an inseparably dear companion. 
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CLVII. From Prior Park he went to Cannington 
on a visit to a devout Catholic lady, who had requested 
his spiritual assistance, through the medium of the 
vicar general. Hence he proceeded to Birmingham 
and Oscott to get Bishop Walsh's blessing, and the 
necessary faculties for his ministry. He also paid his 
respects to the president and vice president of that 
episcopal college, who were both bishops elect — and 
his good friends. After a very cordial reception he 
took his leave, and set out for Grace Dieu, where he 
airived on the 12th June. At this centre of his new 
toils, he was heartily welcomed by his host and friend 
Mr. Phillipps, who accommodated him in his house 
aa much as possible, in accordance with Father Gen- 
tili's well-known pious and frugai tastes as a religious 
man. The first thing which he did after his arrivai 
was to pay a visit to the aitar, and to pray before the 
Blessed Sacrament. And in order to be able to exer- 
cise freely his devotion towards so great a mystery, he 
had a chamber assigned him near the chapel. 

CLVII I. If Gentili had looked at the new field con- 
fided by Providence to his culture, in a naturai point 
of view, there was in the prospect enough to make him 
soon disgusted with his task ; and to induce him to 
carry his zeal and splendid talenta to a place where 
they might be more usefully employed. But, behold- 
ing this mission with the eyes of faith, and animated 
by an apostolic spirit, he sought not his own glory 
or satisfaction, but solely to promote, according to 
God's will, the reign of Jesus Christ upon earth — ^to 
save souls created in the divine image and likeness, 
and ransomed by the precious blood of the world's Re- 
deemer ; consequently each one of these souls appeared 
to him equivalent in value to an infinite treasure. 

Assuredly nought else but this faithful wisdom, 
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deep rooted in the soni of the Catholic prìest, can 
inspire him with that conrage, patience, constane^, and 
Joy, which characterise apostolic men, eren when the 
result but ili oorresponds with theìr toìls, and when the 
rinejaid, for a long lime, prodnces to the hnsbandman 
little or no good frnit. Withal, the Lord in Hia mer- 
cifìil Providence ordinarilj disposes that a year of 
sterìlity should be sncceeded hj a jear of abnndance; 
and that the mystic fishers of men, after labonring ali 
the night in vain, shonld, at length, find their net so 
oTercharged, as to require the help of others to drag it 
in safety to shore. This was the case with Gentili in 
a certain sense. 

CLIX. The mission confided to his care at first 
extended fix)m Grace Dien, to Belton, Osgothorpe, and 
Sheepshead. The only Catholic chapel was situate in 
the centre of Mr. Phillipps^ estate, at abont two miles 
distance westward from Osgothorpe, four miles east 
from Sheepshead, and two good miles northward &om. 
Belton. Of the surrounding popnlation, nnmbeiing 
abont 6000 sonls, only twenty-seven were Catholics, 
the rest were dirided among difierent Protestant sects. 
Of the Catholics, four lived in Sheepshead, nine in 
Osgothorpe, two in isolated places, and the remainder 
formed Mr. PhiUipps's household. Of this small 
Catholic flock, eìght were children — ^three of them 
sick, and the whole of them poverty-stricken, with the 
exception of Mr. Phillipps, and one of the Sheepshead 
inhabitants. Great, moreoTer, were the prÌTÌleges 
possessed by heresy adrerse to the true faith in this 
part of the country. The latter had only one derìcal 
champion, and he a foreigner — ^the former scTeral native 
ministers: Gentili was poor, and restricted to one 
little church — the parsons had several churches and 
were well endowed with pecuniaiy means for making 
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proselytes: Gentili had to train bis neophytea — they 
had every where public and private schools for educa- 
tion: Gentili was protected by Mr. Phillipps, jiin. — 
tbey, by the opulent Mr. PhiUipps, sen., and other 
Protestant gentlemen : Gentili had to preach the word 
of God in ali its austere truth — ^they taught doctrines 
tinged with a christianity flexible to ali the fancies of 
the mind, and the passions of the heart. Under these 
circumstances, a missionary placed at the head of a 
handfol of Catholics, could not be exposed to many 
temptations of vanity, selfishness, or human respect, in 
the exercise of his sacred ministry. It may be easily 
imagined the danger was the other way, that is, of 
losing courage at sight of so many obstacles and hard- 
ships. But Gentili took heart in the Lord, who com- 
missioned him, and set to work with alacrity, and we 
shall bave occasion ere long to be edified by his patient 
diHgence, no less than comforted by his happy suc- 
cess. 



CHAPTER Vili. 

HIS ORDINART OCCUPATIONS OPPOSITION FROM PRO- 
TESTANT MINISTERS — CONVERSIONS TO THE CATHOLIG 

m 

JAITH, &C. 

CLX. The ordinary occupations of Father Gentili in 
his missionary character, it may be as well bere briefly 
to describe. In general, they may be reduced to those 
duties incumbent on parish priests towards their own 
parishioners, besides the means which an enlightened 
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charity suggested to gain Protestants over to the 
Catholic faith. In particular, as regards the Church 
Services at home, he adopted the following oouxse: 
Every morning on ferial days, he recited altemately 
vfìth the people, the Litany of Loretto, except Thurs- 
day, when, by the Bishop's orders, certain prayers 
were eaid for the conversìon of England ; after which, 
}ie gave benediction with the Blessed Sacramenti at 
eight o'clock, he offered the holy sacrifice of the Mass. 
On Sundays and festivals, after some English prayers, 
there was a procession previous to the high Mass, 
which, with Gregorian accompaniment, was celebrated 
w^ith ali possible solemnity. At the end of Mass, a 
sermon for the adults was followed by a catechetica! 
instruction for children. At three o'clock in the after- 
noon, vespers were sung, and a discourse, or homily, 
given on the gospel of the day ; every first Sunday in 
the month, the services concluded with a solemn bene- 
diction of the most Holy Sacramene At night, before 
retiring to rest, the missionary also recited family 
piayers, and briefly read on some spiritual subject in 
Mr. PhiUipps's domestic chapeL Each day of the week, 
when not prevented, he made the circuit of his mission, 
to visit the infirm, aid the poor, instruct the ignoiant, 
make peace among those who were at variance, and to 
perform other similar works of charity in Catholic 
families. With regard to Protestants, he proposed, in 
imitation of our divine Saviour, not so much to seek 
in an arbitrary way, as prudently to seize the occasions 
presented by the Providence of our heavenly Father, 
for attracting them to the true faith. On "Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, two hours were fixed for doctrinal 
instruct ions to catechumens, and he patiently continued 
this pian, although at first, and for some time, only 
two candidates attended these Church meetings. 
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Wliile visiting a sick convert at Osgothorpe, he got 
leave to explain the catechism once a week to seven or 
eight Protestants, who voluntarily carne to hear him in 
the sick man's house. Mr. Phillipps having succeeded 
in hiring a spacious room in one of the inns at Sheeps- 
head for six months, it was soon converted into a 
little chapeL On Wednesday evenings, Father Gen- 
tili used to attend at six oVlock, and after singing 
the Lord's prayer, he gave instructions for about an 
hour, and concluded with the before-mentioned hymn. 
At first he had about twelre hearers, but soon the 
number considerably increased, so that, at times, there 
was not room inside for the crowd. Some of them 
manifested a desire to become Catholics, and were pre- 
pared by Father Gentili for reception into the Church. 
As the number of the latter began to augment, he was 
obliged to separate the children from the adults, and 
to give instruction on difierent days — ^that is, on Mon- 
days to the former, and on Wednesdays to the latter, 
in order to adapt his discourse to the intelligence of 
both classes — and avoid the inconvenience of an over- 
crowded room. Seeing this hopeful morement towards 
Catholicism, he bought with money collected among 
his friends, the remaining two lives on a piece of ground 
belonging to the PhiUipps family, for the purpose of 
building thereon a more decorous place of worship. 
Shortly after, he succeeded in hiring two rooms — one 
at Belton, the other at Osgothorpe, and converted 
them into public chapels. He commenced the exer- 
cise of his sacred ministry in one during the Novena 
of the Blessed Virgin's presentation; and in the other, 
on the octave of the Inmiaculate Conception. 

CLXI. These favourable advances towards Catholi- 
cism, gave great umbrage to the Anglican ministers, 
who endeavoured to recover their lost ground by their 
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usuai brow-beatìng system. For not satisfied with 
prevìouslj calumnìating the Catholìc Cburcb and ber 
missionaries from tbe pulpits of error, tbej also sougbt 
out tbose wbo bad received from Grentili anj Catbolic 
books, and took tbem away. Tbey promised employ- 
ment, witb land to grow potatoes, and beld out otber 
advantages to induce tbem to renounce Catbolicity 
and adbere to Protestantism. Tbe parson at Sbeeps- 
bead in particular, distinguisbed bimself by bis mani- 
acal zeal: and did wbat be could to prevent parents 
from permitting tbeir cbìldren to attend tbe CatboKc 
cbapel: be sent emissaries to distribute tracts calcu* 
lated to excite ridicule against tbe Catbolic belief con- 
cerning sacred images — ^indulgences, prayers for tbe 
dead — ^tbe real presence, &c He engaged a curate to 
assist in opening a scbool for cbildren, to wbom lessons 
were given to leam at tbe precise time tbat Fatber 
Gentili came to give bis instructions, and tbus tbey 
were prevented from bearing bim. At tbe same time 
also appointed by Gentili for tbe adults, tbe parson 
began to give a no-popery lecture. But tbe Almigbty 
confounded tbe devil and bis agents in tbeir designa 
against His boly religion. For tbese artifices created 
suspicions, and excited curiosity in tbe Protestants to 
see and bear bim wbo bad aroused so mucb bittemess 
and jealousy among tbeir ministers. Hence, old and 
young followed bim in greater numbers tban before, 
wbicb so mortified tbe parson, tbat be desisted after 
one lecture. 

CLXIL Tbis bappy progress filled "witb joy tbe 
beart of tbe good Fatber Gentili, wbo after only six 
montbs' culture of so apparently barren a field, bad 
already gatbered into tbe granary of tbe Cburcb sixty- 
nine souls — ^viz., fifty-seven adults, and twelve cbildren, 
some of wbom — eitber tbrougb tbe indolence or igne- 
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rance of parents and ministers, had not yet been bap- 
tised. Of one of these converts, the first fruit of Gen- 
tili's charity in the Grace Dieu mission, some particu- 
lars may here be not nndeserving of notice. About 
two miles off, from the dwelling of the missionary, 
there lived a protestant young man, aged twenty, who 
was in the last stage of consumption. Indeed, he was 
so far gone, that he had more the appearance of a ghost 
than a human being, and even the doctor affirmed that 
he had never before seen any one so like a living 
skeleton. Father Gentili thought that, however 
unsightly he might be in the eyes of the world, stili, 
in the merciful piesence of God, he was, doubtless, 
worthy of compassion, and destined for eternai life. 
Almost every day dnring a month, the pious priest 
TÌsited and instructed the patient in the Catholic faith. 
At length, the dying youth abjured error, — embraced 
the truth — ^received the sacraments, and, in fine, piously 
breathed his last sigh in the peace of the Lord. This 
eyent Father Gentili looked upon as a signal favour 
from Heaven; for although the Protestant mother of 
the deceased was violently fanatical, yet she kept qmet 
during her son's sickness, and always received the 
priest with courtesy. But her son had no sooner 
expired, than, like an absessed person, she fell into 
transports of rage, and even threatened Father Gentili 
in her fiiry, declaring, that before her child became a 
Catholic, he had been sanctified by the blood of Jesus 
Christ, through the ministry of the methodists, to 
whose sect the youth once belonged. Finally, nothing 
could induce her to allow the corpse to be buried in a 
Catholic cemeteryl 
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CHAPTER rX. 

FATHER GENnU^S COMPASSION FUB THE IGKORASTT, AKD 

THE FOOB ^THE HEBETIGS BUBH HDf IN EFFIGT ^TH£ 

BESULT OF mS LABOUBS ^IHE OOmnElBSIOH OF AH ANGU- 

CAN MDnSTEB. 

CLXin. In the midst of these consolations, liowerer. 
Olir missionary had his share of those affllctioiis which 
are the usuai lot of the saints. Havìng, in the exer- 
cise of his mìnistiy, mach ìnteroourse wìth Teij poor 
aad ìndigent people, seeìng their mìseiies and hearing 
their piteous comphdnts wìthout having it in his power 
as a poor Beligions, except in an ìnadeqnate way, to 
relieve their extreme distress, nrnst have been a con- 
tìnnal torment to his sensible heart. In one of his 
lettera to his superior general, he sajs: ^' I havenot the 
power which the prince of the Apostles had, when he said 
to the lame beggar: * Argentnmet Anmmnonestmihi: 
Quod antem habeo, hoc tibi do. In nomine Jesa 
Christi Nazareni sorge et ambula.' Withal, great as 
maj be the means of assisting the needj and infinn 
possessed by him, who has the power of working 
mrracles; nererthdess, I dare assert, that the simple 
gif^ of healing the sick, were it granted bj the Divine 
mercy, would not soffice, in certain cases, to uprùse 
these poor people from utter destitution — manj, aiìter 
seeking for a livelihood bjdaj and night, cannot get it; 
and many afier finding employment with great difficulty, 
do not eam enoogh from day to day to satisfy their 
honger. Hence on Sondays and festivals they are 
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asliamed to appear in Church with their ragged apparel 
— and thus, they remain in ignorance at home. This 
is the case with not a few among my converts. Strange 
to say, there are some in prison for want of a few shil- 
lings to pay the poor law tax, because they are them- 
selves so poverty stricken, as to have scarcely bread to 
eat, or clothes to put on. The good gentleman here 
does what he can — ^living with the greatest economy — 
and depriving himself of every expensive amusement 
to aid the poor; — ^he has even recourse to the charity of 
his friends — ^but it is ali comparatively little for sudi 
an indigent multitude." Father Gentili wished not 
only for means to feed and clothe the poor, but also to 
provide them with devout medals, rosaries, and pious 
books, to keep alive their piety at home, as well as in 
Church — and also, by similar presents, to attract the 
children, especially to school and catechism. 

CLXIV. Another source of affliction to him was the 
arrivai of summer, when old and young are employed 
from moming till night in country labour, so that they 
could not attend either at Church or at School, on those 
appointed days when the Missionary carne. And the 
distance to Gracedieu was too great for many of them 
on festival days. So that in the harvest season, he fre- 
quently lost the fruit of much previous toil. 

CLXIV. Another cause of annoyance was the inju- 
tìous power wielded by the protestant ministers, who 
sometimes succeeded in destroying a work it had taken 
him months to accomplish. They hindered him from 
getting an assembly room at any cost at Belton. After 
hiring one for six months at Osgothorpe, their influence 
over the Landlord prevented a renewal of the lease. 
In the same village, some of the people, urged on by 
the furious declamations of the parsons, undertook to 
frighten the missionary from the place in the following 
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way. They dressed out a grotesque figure in priestly 
costume, resexnbling that wliich Father Gentili usually 
wore, and after parading the effigy about for some time, 
it was contumelìously shot at and set fire too: at length 
the burning remains were thrown over the bridge into 
a rìvulet, amid yells and shouts of vulgar derision. 
However, this serio-comic event did not intimidate the 
gòod shepherd, for the day after, he went intrepidly 
alone to the yillage, much to the surprise and conster- 
nation of the busiest actors in the scene, perchance, 
thinking he had come to menace ihem with legai 
vengeance. But on hearing that he treated the matter 
jokingly, and excused its authors, some were so edified 
by his forbearance towards his enemies, that their eyes 
were opened to the truth of the religion which inspired 
him with such charitable sentiments, and soon became 
xeconciled to the Church and her zealous minister. 

CLXV. After this, Father Gentili commenced the 
custom of going processionally on Sundays and singing 
the Litany of the Holy Name of Jesus, from the chapel 
at Gracedieu ali the way to Osgothorpe, where at a 
certain spot, he used to preach in the open air to a 
crowd of hearers, who listened with remarkable atten- 
tion and order. At first he spoke on the necessity of 
baptism, inveighing against the negligence of those 
parents, who allow their children to reach manhood, 
Bometimes, without having procured for them this 
essential blessing. He exhorted them not to overlook 
this sacred duty — offering to christen the unbaptised at 
any place or time, without remuneration. Hence many 
availed themselves of the offer — and brought their chil> 
dren to him for sacramentai regeneration. Others kept 
at home, by the inclemency of the weather, or other 
causes, he baptised in their own cottages. 

CLXYI. In spite of many dificulties in Osgothorpe, 



LIFE OF THE REV. ALOYSIUS GENTILI. 191 

he opened also two schools for Children— one on Sun- 
days — the other on week-days — and for want of a 
chapel, with the Bishop's leave, he preached at some 
convenìent spot in the open air. But, as a church was 
necessarj foi the greater deconim of public worship, 
he succeeded in obtaining from some Catholic Grentle- 
men, fdnds sufficient to erect one at Sheepshead, the 
principal village. In the mean time, he said mass, and 
administered the sacramenta to the faithful, in an apart- 
ment of a poor shoemaker's cottage: the humble owner 
himself and familj were but lately converted. In this 
squalid and confined place of worship, it was consoling 
to Father Grentili, to think of primitive Christianity, 
when Pontiffs and Bishops were obliged to celebrate 
the august mysteries of religion in the garrets of pri- 
vate houses, or in the cavems and crypts of the 
Catacombs. 

CLXVIL Notwithstanding the unfavourable cir^ 
cumstances under which he laboured, the result of hìs 
ìndustrious charity and apostolic zeal was far from 
being insignificant. Sixty-one adults had already ab- 
jured their errors — sixty-six children under seven years 
of age, were baptized for the first time — and twenty 
others conditionally. At the same time he had the 
comfort to finish the conversion of an Anglican Clergy- 
man, the Rev. Francis Wackerbarth. This gentleman 
with another ex-protestant minister, entered a spiritual 
retreat, under the direction of Father Gentili at Grace 
Dieu. The meditation of eternai truths in solitary and 
prayerftd retirement, operated wonderfully, by the aid 
of Divine grace. The case of the new convert was made 
known to the coadjutor Bishop of the District, Dr. 
Wiseman, who came to Gracedieu to receive his solemn 
abjuration, and to give him conditional baptism. The 
next day, the Prelate also administered to both converts, 
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the Holy Sacrament of Confirmation. It was doubtless 
a moving sight to see these two distinguished membera 
of the Anglican clergy, hmnbling themselves with 
faithful childlike simplicity, to receive the sacrameiits 
from a Catholic Bishop. 



CHAPTER X. 

A PREDICTIOK, AND OTHER REMAEKABLE OCCURRENCES, 

CLXVIII. In the difficult mission confided to his 
care, God was pleased to reward the zeal of His servant 
not only by the before-mentioned success, but also to 
increase public reverence towards him, by some other 
remarkable events. Simply narrating them as historical 
facts] recorded in his biographical memoirs, I leare 
them to be qualified by the competent authority. A 
few days after his arrivai at Gracedieu, Father Gentili 
paid his first visit to the Cistercian Abbey of St, Ber- 
nard in Charnwood forest. On this occasion, he made 
a prediction to the present Abbot of the monastery — 
the Very Rev. Father Palmer, who, although far 
advanced in age, was at that time a mere monk, not 
even in priestly orders. As Father Gentili was about 
to enter the carriage, he tumed to Father Bernard 
who accompanied him, and said: "You will one day 
be a priest, and you will say your first mass on a fes- 
tival of the Blessed Virgin Mary." This prediction 
was exactly verified, for Father Bernard, some time 
afterwards, became a priest, and celebrated his first 
mass on the solemnity of the Assumption. 
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Fatlier Gentili was once asked to go to Belton, in 
order to visit there a sick youth, who having previously 
received some instructions about the Catholic faith, 
ardently wished to be better informed on the subject. 
As he coiild not safely leave his home, owing to 
tenible epileptic fits, into which he was liable to 
fall, he was visited by Father Gentili, who exhort- 
ed him to place confidence in the intercession of Blessed 
Mary, the good Mother of the afBicted; and on leav- 
ing, he promised to bring with him at his next visit 
some devout memoriaL In the mean time, ignorant 
of what had occurred, a pious Catholic lady called 
to visit the poor sick person, and suspended from his 
neck a medal of the Immaculate Conception. The 
youth, though stili a Protestant, gladly received this 
religious gift — and had no cause to regret it afterwards ; 
for he was henceforth freed from his horrible infirmi ty, 
and was enabled to attend to his laborious out-door 
employments. 

CLXIX. Preaching one day in the market place of 
Sheepshead, to a large assembly of Protestants, Father 
Gentili was interrupted by a drunken feUow, who 
scandalised the by-standers in giving utterance to ali 
sorts of blasphemies against Holy Church. This 
wretch's impiety did not wholly escape unpunished; 
for the same day, he dreadfully wounded his own hand, 
and was thus, during several weeks, in great pain, and 
hindered from eaming his bread. The guilty man 
himself, it seems, considered it as a manifest chastise- 
ment from heaven — for he sent to crave pardon for his 
,i fault, and attributed it to his being in a state of 

! intoxication. 

CLXX. The following anecdote is stili more fearfuL 
At Osgothorpe, a protestant woman, who occupied a 
room contiguous to the hired chamber in which Father 

13 
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Gentili was giving instructions, resolved to give him 
some annoyance. For this purpose she made a large 
fire, and invited some idlers who bappened to be on tbe 
road near at band, to come by ber fire side and make 
merry. Tbe uproar tbey made was so loud, as to dis- 
tnrb not a little tbe good missionary and bis audience. 
Tbe woman's rioting, bowever, was followed tbe same 
nigbt by a serious and painful fever, wbicb kept ber ili 
for some montbs, and tben terminated fatally. 

CLXX. During tbe two years tbat Fatber Gentili 
remained at Gracedieu, be never omitted going over to 
Sbeepsbead tbree or four times a week. In tbe midst 
of snow and rain be went just tbe same, and many a 
time as be was retuming late at nigbt, be would slip 
into some ditcb, from wbicb be extricated bimself witb 
difficulty. His attendant, a convert fìrom Sbeepsbead, 
bas related bow be never seemed more joyous tban 
wben, after a bard day's working, be bad a difBcult 
joumey bome. Often as be walked about tbe streets 
of Sbeepsbead was be insulted, not only by words, but 
by baving tbe most disgusting tbings tbrown after bim. 
One day, be came into tbe bouse of a Catbolic, witb 
bis cassock (for be wore tbe ecclesiastical dress tbe 
wbole time be was at Gracedieu) covered from top to 
bottom witb every sort of filtb. Upon tbe poor woman 
expressing ber regret tbat be sbould bave been so 
sbamefuUy treated, be answered smiling: "Ob tbis is 
notbing in comparison of wbat my Saviour suffered for 
me, I could most willingly lay down my life for His 
bonour, and sbould consider myself too bappy to do 
it." I may conclude tbis cbapter by observing tbat 
Fatber Gentili did not limit exclusively to tbe Gracedieu 
mission tbe aid of bis services. Tbus, for instance, be 
went to preacb at tbe opening of our Lady's Cburcb in 
Staffordsbire. At anotbei time, at tbe Bisbop's re- 
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quest, he went to Oscott College, to give spiritual 
exercises to the candidates for Holj Orders. 



CH AFTER XI. 

FATHER GENTILI UNDERTAKES THE MISSION AT LOUGH- 

BOROUGH ^HIS LABOURS AND SUCCESSES IN THIS NEW 

FIELD. 

CLXXL When Father Gentili undertook alone the 

care of souls at Gracedieu, it was with the sanguine 

hope that ere long a small house might be formed in 

the neighbourhood for the reception of novices belong- 

ing to the Institute of Charity. After trying various 

Tinsuccessful plans, the Bishop, through the good offices 

of Mr. Phillipps, offered to the Institute the Mission 

House at Loughborough. This episcopal offer was 

willingly acceded to by the Heads of the Institute, and 

the Rev. J. B. Pagani, in May, 1841, left Prior Park, 

with a few religious companions, destined to form the 

nucleus of a new community. The year after, how- 

ever, the aid of Father Pagani, and some of his piiestly 

colleagues, as professors, were urgently requested by 

the Bishop, at Oscott College ; on which account it was 

decided to transfer Father Gentili from Gracedieu to 

Loughborough. He carne to his new destination in 

October, 1842, in order to cultivate a larger vineyard, 

with two other priests to assist him in the work. He 

commenced by making an improved and methodical 

arrangement for the services. In Loughborough 

and at Sheepshead on ali Sundays and festal days, 
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the Divine services were celebrated with solemnitj; 
moming and evening. In the poor chapel at Bairow, 
for want of proper Chìirch fiimìture, the senrice was 
at first limited to instructions for the people — and 
the singing of devout hynms; but thej, also, were 
soon enabled to have full services. Dnring the week, 
that is to say on Wednesdays — ^there was a disconrse at 
Sheepshead — and a similar sermon at Longhborongh, 
on Thursdajs, with Benediction. Besìdes, attention 
was to be paìd to Siinda j sehools in ali the three before- 
mentioned places. The children were tanght how to 
read and write, and to leam their catechism. The boys 
and girls, clothed in iiniform, charìtably provided for 
them, went processionally throngh the pnblic streets, 
from their respective sehools, to the chapel, singing 
along the waj the Litany of the Holj Name of Jesus: 
on their return, they sung the Litanj of the Blessed 
Virgin. About Christmas tide, Father Gentili intro- 
duced the Koman custom of publiclj examining the 
pupils in catechism. The experiment gave so much 
satisfaction, that the number of leamers was soon after 
considerably increa^d. The major part of the par^its 
being protestants, it was gratifying to see them also 
coming to the school to hear their children answer, and 
hj that means getting to know the doctrines of the 
true faith. Another, perhaps, stili more pleasing and 
impressive scene, took place at Sheepshead, when prizes 
were distributed to the most diligent among the school- 
children. As the chapel was not deemed sufficienti/ 
spacious for the concourse of people, the meeting was 
held one fine day in an ampie meadow. The premiums 
awarded to successful competitors— consisted of books, 
pictures, and artides of clothiog. 

CLXV L As ignorance is one of the greatest obstades 
to the progress of true religìon among the poor, Father 
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Gentili laboured hard, and suceeded in improving the 
Catholic school for boys and girls at Loughborough. 
The school for boys was intrusted to a member of the 
Institute of Charity, and managed according to the 
method of the brothers of Christian doctrine; — the 
school for girls was confided to the sisters of Providence, 
who had been recently, and for the first time, introduced 
into this country from Italy, by Father Pagani, aided 
by the generous piety of the late Dowager Lady 
Arundel. This illustrious Matron, after the demise of 
ber husband in Rome, devoted herself more than ever 
to good Works ; thus preparing herself for that reward, 
exceeding great, which we doubt not she has since 
received in heaven. 

CLXXIIL It may, however, be unhesitatingly af- 
firmed, that the most beneficiai of Father Gentili's 
efforts for the spiritual advantage of Loughborough's 
inhabitants, was the course of religious exercises given 
in the chapel to the pubUc, during eight consecutive 
days. On the last day, the Vicar Apostolic of the 
Yorkshire District, Bishop Briggs, was present, and 
imparted to the geople, Benediction, with the Most 
Holy Sacrament. Besides the number of Catholics 
who were induced to reform their lives on this occasion, 
sixty-three protestants were received into the Church. 
As the exercises had done so much good in Lough- 
borough, Father Gentili wished to extend the same 
advantages to Sheepshead. Here also a great change 
was operated for the better, and various conversions 
took place. Lideed, so strong was the desire to bear 
the missionaries, that at the end of the week, a depu- 
tation waited upon them to request they would kindly 
prolong the exercises for a few days more. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

FATHER GENTIU IS INVITED TO A TEMPERANCE MEETING — ► 
HIS DISCUSSION WITH A PROTESTANT MINISTER. 

CLXXrV. Father Gentili and his coUeagues introdnced 
both into Loughborough and Sheepshead, ramifications 
of the well known temperance society. In the former 
place about one hundred joined — and half the number 
in the latter. At one of the annua! meetings of this 
association, into which persons of ali religions persua- 
sions were admitted, Dr. Gentili was invited to attend 
— and in compliance with the protestant Chairman's 
request, he made a speech to the assembly. The pre- 
vious speaker had commenced by observing • that so 
many members of varions creeds had met together to 
promote the noble cause of temperance, it augured well 
for their being ali one day united in the possession of 
the same true faith. Father Gentili seized this idea of 
unanimity in the cause of virtue and truth, as a provi- 
dential suggestion for guiding them to religious concord, 
and endeavoured to shape his discourse into an ampie 
development of this principle, as may be seen from the 
foUowing outline: " Ali good men," he remarked, " must 
take pleasure in seeing persons of every rank, age, sex, 
and condition, throughout the kingdom, promoting in 
public and in private, one of the cardinal virtues, viz^ 
temperance. It was to be hoped that men who agreed 
together on this important point, would also soon feei 
the necessity of being united in other serious matterà, 
about which there existed differences of opinion, but 
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•which at the same time were essential to man's tempora! 
and eternai felicity. A God of infinite love had pro- 
vided means for this union of mankind ; but Satan had 
done much to render men disunited — ^hateful— and 
injurious to one another. For this end it was that the 
common enemy, after the universal deluge, availed him- 
self of the involuntary intemperance of Noah, to 
occasion discord in the human family; for the patri- 
arch, with just and prophetic rigour, pronounced a 
malediction on Cham's descendants, and contrariwise, 
a blessing on the posterity of his brethren; whence 
arose an interminable warfare between the fratemal 
races. On the other hand, in the fulness of time, as 
the precursor of His only Son, the Saviour of the world, 
God sent a singular man, who by celestial command, 
abstaining from wine and strong dnnks, and preaching 
more by example than by word, mortification and tem- 
perance, prepared mankind for union under one Shep- 
herd, Jesus Christ, in the profession of the same faith 
and law of charity. Wherefore, if in this country, the 
Lord has raised up an extraordinary man (Father 
Mathew), who was then attracting thousands and 
thousands to his scriptural flag of temporanee — that 
must be a manifest sign that God was preparing to 
impart some great blessing to the people. It was 
known to ali that the population of Great Britain was 
tormented and oppressed by many evils, and that the 
principal, if not the only cause of the physical, moral, 
and intellectual sufi^ering of multitudes, was religious 
discord. The well disposed should therefore rejoice, 
that temperance was rapidly aiding to unite men to- 
gether, and might thus gradually prove the means of 
putting a stop to religious dissensions. This yeaming 
after unity was expressed in the publications daily 
issuing from the press in England, especially in those 
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"Works written bj Anglìcan and sectarian mìnisterB; 
and was manifested, also, hj the prayers to God of 
both CatholicB and Protestants, wlio sìghed after this 
mach desired nnion.^' 

CLXXV. After speaking in this sense for about «n 
hour, Dr. Gentili sat down amid much apphinse. The 
Chairman then proposed a vote of thanks to the orator 
for his discourse; but this was opposed by a dissenting 
mìnister present (belonging to the sect of Independents)» 
who said that the only praiseworthy thing in Dr. Gven- 
tili^s Bpeech was the ose he made of the Bible; as for 
the rest, in a protestant assembly, his conscience wonld 
not aQow him to retnm thanks to a speaker, who, 
instead of keeping exclusively to the subject of tem- 
perance, had insidiously trìed to instìl popi&h doctrines 
into the minds of his auditors. In this strain, with 
violent gesture and language, the minister went cu 
endeavouring to weaken the efiect prodaced by iJie 
Catholic missionary: and at length he worked hinriBelf 
iato such a passion, that he abnost choked his utter* 
ance. The minister's indecorous attack excited the 
surprise and displeasure of the meeting, and especially 
of the Chairman, who tried more than once to cali him 
to order, but in vain, nntil he had exhansted his fhzy. 

CLXXVL Ali now tumed their eyes towards Dr. 
Gentili, to see the effect it might bare had upon him. 
In fact, he felt at first, as he afterwards acknowledged, 
rather irritated, and somewhat inclined to repay the 
minister with his own coin; but recollecting the dig- 
nified mildness becoming those whom Chnst sends as 
sheep among wolves, he quietly asked leaye to say a 
few words in reply. This being granted, he briefly 
recapitolated the Chairman^'s words at the commence- 
ment of the meeting, and which served him as the 
theme of his own harangue. Wherefore he oontended 
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that he had scrupulously adhered to the subject pro- 
posed for discussion, as he always did, whenever he had 
the honour to address them in public. This explana- 
tion disconcerted the minister, who having arrived 
late, had not heard a syllable of the Chairman's speech, 
and in his fanatical zeal was far from imagining it to 
be the very topic Dr, Gentili had more amply de- 
veloped. Encouraged by the cheers of the meeting, 
Dr. Gentili continued his remarks by saying, that as 
Biblical arguments were not unpalatable to the minister, 
he begged to inform him that the discourse He found 
80 much fault with, was a commentary on that gospel 
sentence, " Omne regnum in se divisum desolabitur." 
As to the vote of thanks proposed by the courtesy of 
the Chairman, at the same time that he was grateful, 
he wished them to know that he sought not to win 
applause, but to promote the welfare of his brother 
man, the cause of truth, and the glory of God, from 
whom alone he hoped for reward. In fine, they might 
perceive that the minister's bitter taunts had not made 
him angry, or diminished his aflfection for any one 
present, and that if it was agreeable to the majority, he 
would be as willing as ever to assist them at future 
meetings. 

CLXXVIL Every body seemed pleased with the 
temper and discretion of this defence, if we except, 
perhaps, the independent minister, who, however made 
a sort of apology for his objectionable deportment. 
Then Dr. Gentili came forward, and shook hands with 
his retracting opponent, and the assembly was dissolved 
amid great cheering. A few persons, however, stili 
remained behind, with Dr. Gentili and the minister, in 
friendly conversation, which soon tumed upon religious 
topics. While the minister was warmly insisting that 
faith was not to be placed in any thing unread in the 
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Bible, a countryman, who happened to be listening to 
the dìscussion, pointed to a Bible tliat was near at hand 
and said, " Well then, Sir, shew me, if you can, in the 
Scriptures, the word ' Independent,' and then l'il believe 
in yon." This frank and unexpected nonplus annoyed 
the minister not a little, and served to keep up the 
hilarity of the company on their way home. 



CHAPTER XIIL 

FATHER GENTILI CONCILIATES THE BENEVOLENCE OF THE 

ENGLISH PRELATES TOWARDS THE INSTITUTE HIS GOOD 

WORKS AT LOUGHBOROUGH — ^THE CONVERSION OF AN ANG- 

LICAN GENTLEMAN SPIRITUAL RETREATS GIVEN IN VARI- 

OUS PLACES, ETC. 

CLXXVIIL Father Gentili's successful labours in 
the mission of Gracedieu and Loughborough, by de- 
grees, had earned for the Institute of Charity, the 
esteem and affection of the good in general, and of the 
ecclesiastical authorities in particnlar. Most of the 
English prelates at this time deigned to enter into cor- 
respondence with Father Gentili and his companions, 
and to honour them with visits at their house in Lough- 
borough. These were not idle compliments, but had 
for their object to elicit information respecting the new 
Institute, which had been recently sanctioned by the 
Apostolic See, as well adapted to the wants of the 
present age, and therefore highly recommended to the 
notice of ali the Bishops of Christendom. The English 
prelates were inquisitive about the origin, advance- 
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ment, and rules of this new Religioua Order. They 
wished to see with their own eyes how it answered 
practically, and to leam how they might avail them- 
selves of its members for the spiritual profit of souls 
confided by God to theii care. Some remained in the 
house to go through a course of spiritual exercises, 
under Father Gentili's direction. Being satisfied with 
these experiments, some asked to be ascribed to the In- 
sti tutes as tertiaries — and requested that some priests of 
the Order might be sent to give extraordinary missions 
to the Clergy, people, and religious, in their respective 
dioceses, and also to undertake fixed parochial offices. 
CLXXIX. In fact, Father Gentili's memoirs record, 
how, in 1843 and the foUowing year, he commenced 
this apostolic work, which was henceforth not restricted 
to any particular Vicariate in England, but extended 
also to Ireland's metropolis, where, as we shall narrate 
in due time, his exertions and his life finally terminated. 
In this, his new career, it will not be possible to par- 
ticidarise very minutely, the efforts of his zeal, we 
must therefore be content with little more than a 
nomenclature of the various places where he exercised 
his special ministry. But before we accompany him in 
his pilgrimages, it may be as well to notice a few more 
of the good Works he accomplished while superior of 
the Mission house at Loughborough. His usuai occu- 
pation at home was to direct, himself, the course of 
spiritual exercises for whoever came to make a retreat 
— ^whether Bishop, Priest, religious, or layman. He 
was not only skilful in the discharge of this office, but 
Tras also very expert in drawing gently into a religious 
retreat,*those who had no previous notion of it. A 
case of this kind happened in September, 1843. One 
of the Rev, Dr. Newman's friends, coming from Oxford, 
called on Father Gentili to pay a short visit. Now 
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thìs gentleman, at first, had no intention of stopping 
more than a few hours at Longhborongh, bnt he was 
induced bj liis host to remain till the morrow. Then 
he was persuaded to go in his company to see the 
neighbouring Cistercian Abbey at St. Bemard's Monnt, 
and after that, to the new Church of St. Winefrìde at 
Sheepshead. During these excnrsions, he acqnìred 
sufiicient influence over his devout Anglican companion 
to convince him how usefuL the spiritual exercises 
would prove to his soni. Father Gentili's offers of ser- 
vice were accepted, and the resnlt was, that his guest 
happilj abjured ali Protestant errors, and embraced the 
Catholic faith not onlj; but also became a profèssed 
member and Priest of the Institute of Charity. 

CLXXX. In 1843, also, Father Gentili had the con- 
solation to help in the settlement of a r^;ular noviciate 
foi the Sisters of Providence at Loughborough, and 
also that of another similar establishment for the 
Fathers of Charitj at Ratclifie. About the same 
time also, the Bishop of the Midland Distri et, as a 
mark of his esteem, appointed Father Gentili Kural 
Dean of the Clergy at the Leicester conferences. But 
deeming it incompatible with his other duties, he 
obtained leave of his Lordship to be exonerated from 
this honourable office. 

CLXXXL Before the end of the year 1844, Father 
Gentili went successively to Derby, Liverpool, Coventry, 
and Leicester, to preach in behalf of tlie Schools for 
poor Catholic children in these cities. In the two 
former, invitations carne from the Benedictines, and in 
the last named town, from the Dominicans. The good 
missionary rejoiced at these opportunities of^cement- 
ing a mutuai benevolence between evangelical work- 
men of different religious Orders, and of strengthening 
thdr union in the common bond of faith and charity. 
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Later, he went to give the spiritual exercises to the 
secular clergy of the York and Northern districts. 
The two Vicars Apostolic, Bishops Mostyn and Briggs, 
edifyingly assisted at the whole retreat, which gave so 
much satisfaction, that Father Grentili was asked to 
repeat the same conrse the following year. Before 
leaving York, he also gave the spiritual ezercises to a 
convent of Nuns in that city. 

CLXXXIL At Whitwick, he preached a course of 
Sermons on the great truths of Religion, in the open 
air, preparatory to the festival of the Holy Cross. To 
leave a lasting memorial of the event, he obtained the 
Bishop's leave to bless a large crucifix, and then erected 
it on a rocky eminence near at hand. At the foot of 
this cross, hisfervid and piousappeals to a large concourse 
of spectators, made a deep and efficacious impression. In 
the month of September, Father Gentili and his 
Missionary colleague Father Furlong, were invited to 
Alton Towers, by the munificent Earl of Shrewsbury, 
in order to preach the usuai course of exercises to the 
Catholics on his estate. Thence they went to Liver- 
pool, Bambury, and Grantham, promoting the great 
spiritual advantage of both Catholics and protestants, 
who carne to bear them. To do away with some peo- 
ple's pretext of not being able to attend the sermons, 
on account of their daily work — the missionaries com- 
menced prayers in church at a very early hour, preach- 
ing twice in the moming — and twice in the evening. 
The intermediate time they devoted to others who had 
more leisure, and to the school children, in order to 
prepare them for the sacraments. Great was the afflu- 
ence of ali classes, so that the Priests were some days 
unable to find time to say Mass and to recite the Divine 
office, being kept constantly engaged in the confessional 
till beyond midnight. Some poor penitents waited for 
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their tam patientlj from momìng till night, some per- 
liaps not having approacHed the tribunal of penance 
before, duiing the space of ten or twenty jears. Not 
to mention the nnmber of converted dnners admitted 
to the sacraments, the missionaries, in Tarions plaoes, 
Teceived the abjuratìon of eighty-thiee protestant 
adnlts, and conferred baptism on fiflj-seren ìn£uit8. 
This religious ferronr was not a mere igwu fahm^ 
which Yanished with the disappearance of the mission- 
aries, for meeting with the resident priest of Bambmy 
some months after the pnblic mission, Father Gentili 
was assored by him that the great increase in weeklj 
sacramentai commnnions stili continned. 

CLXXXIIL In addìtion to the beforementioned, 
Father Gentili, partly with the assistance of Father Fur- 
long, and parti j by himsel^ directed, as he had done the 
preceding year, the spiritual retreat for the Clergy in 
the Yorkshire and Northern districts ; he did the same 
afterwards for the students of Ushaw College; whence, 
on a similar errand he proceeded to conventual communi- 
ties at York, Nottingham, Liverpool, Birmingham, and 
Loughborough. In 1845, he presided, for the first 
time, at the request of Bishop Griffiths, oxer the 
annual letreat of the dergj at St. Edmund's college, 
in the London District. On this occasion, an Anglican 
clergjman was receiyed ìnto the true church. After 
the missionary's departure, the ecclesiastics who had 
profited by his instructions, spontaneously collected £20, 
which they sent to Father GentUi as a proof of their 
gratitude, as well as a small aid to the building fund of 
Batcli£e Collie, at that time in course of erection. 
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CHAPTER XrV. 

FATHER GENTILI FALLS INTO A SERIOUS ERROR — HIS READY 

AND MOST EDIFYINQ REPENTANCE CORRESPONDENCE ON 

THE SUBJECT. 

• 

CLXXXIV. Considering the success wliich had 
hitheito attended his missionary enterprises, Father 
Grentili's temperament must bave been superhuman, had 
it been proof against temptation to some vain glory and 
self complacency. Withal, God, who affectionately 
watched His servant in the perii to which he was ex- 
posed, provided an antidote for the venomous bite of 
the proud serpent, by permitting Gentilli to fall into 
a grievous enor, but from which he was immediately 
upraised, more humble, pure, and contrite than before. 
The case happened thus. The superior of the Institute 
in England, the Rev. Father Pagani, with the sanction 
of the Bishop, had undertaken to provide for a very 
ìmportant mission in Birmingham, and ali that remain- 
ed to be done was to send the appointed labourers from 
Loughborough. 

But apprehensive that this undertaking might check 
the work of extraordinary missions, which he deemed 
of paramount importance, not to mention his other 
fears, and deceived by the appearances of a greater 
good, Father Gentili so warmly opposed the Birming- 
ham negotiation, that it miscarried, much to the 
displeasure of his superiors, and not a little also to their 
discredit. To justify his own conduct in this affair, he 
wrote a long letter to the Father General. This wise 
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snperior, wto soon perceÌTai bis coirespocdent*? m»- 
takcy pc ìnied it cut to Lim in m replj of vkich ve gire 
the Tersivi! entiie. 

CLXXXT. ** I bare receired toot letter of the %d 
ApriL ^1S44; in irhicli, for tbe dÌ5chai^ of ycor coo- 
science, jou mppiìfe me of what joa Ììatc smid and 
done rtlatire to the mifsioaarr affair mt Bincìi^rbain, 
in order that I mar gire tou a dae penitentiìl peprimand, 
in case I £nd von fauìtr. Ah, mv dcmr òieid, to mr 

« • « • 

sreat grief and iniaite sonow, I do ficd ^jAx irith 
TOU indeed- The sutstance of Tonr letter is this^ that. 
for the gocd of the Instirate in England, Toa haTe 
managed to defeat the conip>!eted pian of a vork ahneadj 
arrangt^ bj yonr snp«rior. Xow, praj teli me. do 
Tou peichance adniit the pTÌncipIe« tbat snboidinates 
may biing about the &ilnre of tbòr siipenor*s regi»- 
larlj ccncerted operations, vhen thej opine tbem to be 
injuricns to the society to irbieb they belon»? If yo<i 
lefiect on this princ:p!e. you must see that it coctains 
the d^truction of relisions obedience — the odIt basis 
of true TÌrtae, and vithont irhich hcliness becomes 
illnsory and nngodly, and there can be no wefl- 
gronnded hcpe that the Lord irill proeper the Insti- 
tate. Xcw, teli me, haTe you not acted accoiding to 
thÌ5 de5tructÌTe principle? How could your cc-nscieoce 
sug^zeìt such a irar against the vork of your superior? 
Tou say l'pierhap?} to saTe the Institute &om a thicat- 
ened mistV-rtane- Had tou the authoritr? TTere Toa 
chai^L-d therewith bT a leeitimate ccmmissioa fin^oi 
God? Why did you not hold firmly the principle of 
faith, that he vho obeTs does not err, and that he who 
submits^ without leaTing bis own sphere, is assured ot 
God's assistance? Does not the HoIt Ghost saT. tv 
obediens loquehar riciarias? How much greater gocd 
would you not haTe done the Institute^ by placing 
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trust in obedience — a virtue so dear to the Lord, and 
by steadfastly believing that in this way God would 
not fail to reward you, and blesa the Institute, and 
draw good out of evil, even snpposing the superior had 
made a mistake. How deplorable, then, is the illusiont 
But herein does not consist the whole of your guilt. 
To succeed in what was not your business, not satisfied 
with openly thwarting your superior's judgment, you 
resort to blameworthy means for succeeding in your 
ìntent, disapproving of what your superior had con- 
cluded with respectable parties, diminishing thereby his 
credit and authority, and, while worthy of much esteem, 
making him appear to be a man of little prudence I 
Oh Godi Who would bave tnought that to such a 
degree Satan could bave deluded you, ^stib specie 
honi?^ I greatly deplore the real injury you bave 
done to the Institute by this bad example ; and I grieve 
that you bave become the instrument of discord, while 
you ought to be the centre of union — ^the model of 
perfect obedience, and the cement of fratemal charity. 
Ah I my dear brother, open your eyes to the impru ^ 
dence committed, and to the violation of the virtue and 
spirit of your vow. Ask, therefore, pardon of God, 
and promise Him a true amendment ì desire you not 
to appear holy in the eyes of man, as this often imperils 
a man's eternai salvation; but rather to be truly a 
Saint in the sight of God. Withal, you will never 
attain to holiness, if you do not make it consist in a 
total abnegation of your own judgment, and in a per- 
fect obedience to your superiors. Do then, my dear 
friend, afford me the consolation of seeing you re-enter 
yourself, and draw profit from my words, which are a 
waming which God sends you, through my unworthy 
medium. Promise me in writing that you wiU never 
fall agaia into»errors of a similar nature, that you will 

14 
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do nothing more imknown to, or agamst the will of 
your superiore, and that, to carry out your own TÌewa, 
you will not rely for support on the ìnflnenoe of others 
out of the Institute. In fine, wrìte to me in such a 
manner ss to prove that your error, though senous 
and ìmprudent, was accidental and transitory. £e> 
nounce for ever your own will to follow that of God; 
then shall I bless the Lord for having enlightened you, 
and entertain the hope of your being a worthy son of 
the Institute, which has for its foundation obedience, 
* usque ad mortem, mortem autem crucis.^" 

CLXXXVL The profound impression which this 
epìstle made upon Father Gentili^s mind, may he in- 
ferred from the humble lettera which he wrote, one 
after the other, to the superior generaL To avoid 
prolixity, the foUowing extracts may suffice. In that 
of the 23rd Aprii, he says: " This moming I received 
your most esteemed letter of the 13th instant. After 
having profoundly humbled myself before God, in 
consequence of the many grievous faults which 
you have pointed out, and the truth of which I hesitate 
not to avow, I hasten to answer it. I assure you, my 
dear Father, that 1 did noe act upon the principle that 
subjects may counteract the operations of therr superi- 
ors, even when disadvantageous to the Institute. This 
idea did not occur to me, neither if it had occurred woxdd 
I have adopted it; but I let the devil deceive me wìth 
the idea that you would not permit the execution of that 
treaty had you known our actual circumstances ; if I 
had had time to write to you, I should not have spoken 
to any one on the subject. I do not advance this as an 
excuse, for I acknowledge myself as culpable as you 
judge me to be; but only to assure you, that the pnii> 
ciple which you ascribe to me, has not been, nor ever 
ehall be mine, with the help of the Lord. In the mean- 
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time, I promise before God and your paternity, even 
were it to cost me my death, that I shall never suffer my- 
self, in a similar way, to be deluded again. Your mildly 
written letter is to me a no light penance, weightier, per- 
haps, than any other you could impose upon me. The 
thought of having violated the virtue and spirit of that 
holy obedience promised in my vows to God, is an 
affliction impossible for me to express, and what adds 
to its gravity is, that my deficiency nerer entered my 
mind till this moming, as my intention always was to 
obey. But now I am aware of my wretched fall. 
My dear Father, the semblance of sanctity I estimate 
as nothing ; but a true saint I really wish to become, 
and I well know that without absolute abnegation, and 
profound humility, sanctification cannot be obtained. 
This I ardently desire, but not to place myself in oppo- 
sition to my superiors ; and believe me, dear Father, 
that I have failed not in wishing to oppose them, but 
through weakness, pusillanimity, and want of confi- 
dence in God, feeling myself unequal to the difficulties 
to be encountered in assuming that new enterprise. 
More than once I have had a mind to write to your 
paternity, requesting to be exonerated from the charge 
of superior over the mission, and the house at Lough- 
borough, feeling myself every day more incompetent, 
and wishing to retire to the lowest and most laborious 
of our missions. But I refrained, as the pains and 
humiliations to which I was exposed were, it seemed, 
better adapted to my continuai and perfect abnegation. 
Now, however, it seems evident that I have not the 
talents necessary for the performance of two such im- 
portant charges ; wherefore I eamestly beg of you to 
grant my solicitation. I have already said that your 
mildly written letter was to me a hard penance, though 
I deserved a correction much more severe, and worded 
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80 as to make me tremble. Neyertheless, I hope jou 
wìll in£ict a condign penance for that one, not only, 
but also for my many grievous mistakes, &c." 

After the lapse of two days, before he had received 
any answer, he penned, as an appendix to the preceding 
letter, the following: "Pardon me, ì£ in the state of 
depression I am labonring under, I so soon write to 
you again. Neither yesterday, nor to-day, have I dared 
to celebrate mass. I haye not been able to preach ; I 
can scarcely pray, and am good for nothmg. I am 
always fixed in the thonght of the evil which I have 
done to the Institute, and to my own souL This idea 
wakens me in the moming — accompanies me dnring 
the day, and leaves me helpless. Therefore I beg of 
you to teli me if I have committed a grievous sin 
against the vow of obedience, as I cannot discover the 
depth of my conscience, and this makes me stili more 
fearful, &c." 

CLXXXVIL To console him, the superior general 
wrote a most afiectionate letter, commencing with these 
words: " Filioli mei, haec seribo vobis ut non peccetis; 
sed etsi quis peccaverit, advocatum habemus apud 
patrem Jesum Christum justum, et ipse est propitiatio 
prò peccatis nostris, non prò nostris autem tantum, sed 
etiam prò totius mundi" (1 Joan. iL) He then con- 
tinued: "Your dear letter has withdrawn a heavy 
burthen from my heart. For what had happened I 
was truly afflicted, but now I am fully comforted. 
Your promises to me are as true balm. To hear that 
you are more than ever disposed to die rather than 
disobey, is ali of what is most excellent that I can 
desire of you, but I certainly wish for, and expect 
nothing less. O blessed simplicity of obedience — which 
is the same as simplicity of faith ; it is the practical 
faith to which may be applied these words of Christ: 
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Beati qui non videmnt et credideruntl O blessed 
abnegation of one's own judgment, wliich obtains bless- 
ings for our Institute, and changes the evil, even by 
superiors inadvertentlj done, into good. *Talibu3 
hostiis promeretnr Deus.' Yes, my very dear friend, 
by tliis means we shall arrìve at the true justice and 
holiness desired by us. Justus enim meus ex fide 
vivit. Wherefore I embrace you tenderly in the cha- 
rity of the Lord, and am grateful for the consolation 
afibrded me; I require from you no other pena^iice, 
while the sincere sentiments expressed in your letter, 
are by me valued more than any penance. Let us 
bave an upright intention. Let us trample self-love 
under foot; and even when affairs get on well, let 
US sincerely seek contempt for ourselves, and give glory 
and honour to God alone. Our defects must not dis- 
courage us, because we have a merciful Lord who can, 
and will free us from them if we ardently pray : ' cor 
contritum et himiiliatum Deus non despiciet, &c.' " 

To this kind letter Father Gentili was impelled to 
reply as foUows : " Eeplete with confusion, sorrow, and 
lowliness, I thank you for your letter dated the third 
day of the beautiful month of Mary. This letter has 
produced on me an effect not dissimilar to that made 
by our Saviour's glance on St. Peter, and if you inflict 
on me no penance for my unfaithfulness, I must impose 
one on myself, and especially repair my error by perfect 
obedience. I now renew the promises made in my pre- 
vious letters; and I trust, by the intercession of my 
most sweet mother Mary, that God will grant me grace 
never to violate them, and henceforth also to begin a 
new spiritual life of true humility and perfect abnega- 
tion. You have ever been to me as a guardian angel 
sent by the Lord, shortly after my conversion, to show 
me the way in which I should walk. The forgiveness, 
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vrhìch joa impari with 90 mudi charitir. ìs fc*r me £3 
assnruice that God wìll mko pardoa, nay, has alrea rx 
pardoned, mj grìevoiis ikulu I t^ir«l: tLat Jxl£ì^ 
would bare obtained mercy liad he hiiml'ied ti::i>rli 
before Jesus Christ, aad mploied the aid of HÌ5 cÌTÌrie 
mcther. At present we are in the month <^ M&iy. ani 
I shall place mj oonfidence in her irho has nerer al&n- 
doned. and I hope nerer will ibrsake me. Alr££Ì]r. 
&ome da j3 before the anÌTal of jour letter, she ìaì 
le^red serenity to mj troubled mind. Xow. I titizik 
God for ali the anxietj I hare expeiieiiced, as I zrcsi I 
shall nerer more forg^et mj dutr." 
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BOOK THE FOURTH. 

CONTAINS A NARRATIVE OF FATHER GENTILl'S LIFE FROM 
THE PERIOD OF HIS APPOINTMENT TO THE OFFICE OF 
ITINERANT HISSIOKAEY UNTIL HIS DEATH. 



CHAPTER L 

REASONS FOR APPOINTING FATHER GENTIU AND HIS 
COLLEAGUE, FATHER FURLONG, TO BE ITINERANT MISSION- 
ARIES THEIR GENERAL MODE OF ACTING. 

CLXXXIX. In the year 1845, Father Gentili was 
exonerated from the care of souls in a fixed mission, 
and was appointed with another companion, exclusively 
to the office of Itinerant Missionary. The continuai 
and increasing demand for his services, by episcopal, 
conventnal, and other authorities, at length persuaded 
the superiors of the Institnte, that these extraordinary 
occupations were ìncompatible with his ministry as the 
House-Rector and Incumbent at Loughborough, as he 
coiild not attend with exactitude to engagements 
abroad without injury to afiairs at home. The expo- 
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rience of twelve months had shown, that oftentimes 
Catholics and Protestants, of high and low degree» 
carne to cali on Father (rentili at Loughborougli, on 
important business, and hearing that he was absent, 
they complained, not altogether unreasonablj, of being 
disappointed, although there were other priests who 
might and were ready to supplj his place; but those 
who from his fame for pietj and eloquence were 
inspired with confidence in him, ordinarilj wished 
to speak with him and no other. Moreover, the 
locai upholders of heresy made inroads into the sheep^ 
fold when the shepherd was away. Thus it hap- 
pened at Loughborough, where the jealous parscms, 
ìrritated by the prosperity of the Catholic mission, 
studied various means to check its progress, by spread- 
ing defamatory tracts, and employing spies to watch 
the movements of the Catholic priests; so that, as soon 
as any one of the ktter carne out of a house, measures 
were taken to counteract whatever good he might have 
there effected. Sometimes the unblushing emissary of 
some fanatical association was invited to repeat in 
public a tissue of oft-refuted calumnies and lies against 
God's Church and her ministers. They sought also to 
Iure the school-children, by promising money, clothes, 
and protection, to them and their parents, if they 
would but adhere to Protestantism. Ali these reasona 
evidently proved the need of a pastor constantly dwell- 
ing in the midst of his £ock, to shield them from the 
attacks of wolves in sheeps' clothing. 

CXC. On the other hand, much importance was 
deservedly attached to the extraordinary missions, 
which, by the bishops, and the good people in general^ 
were considered most efficacioils means for reforming the 
lives of Catholics not only, but also for converting the 
Protestants to the true faith. On which account, in 
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cumpliance with the wisHes of some prelates, the Supe* 
riors of the Institute resolved to set apart two 
of its worthiest priests, with the title of Itinerant 
Missionaries, who, in imitation of Christ and His 
apostles, were to be exclusively employed in travel- 
lìng from one place to another to which they were 
invited, and there to preach the word of God, ac- 
cording to the method in use among the popular 
missionaries in Italj. Father Gentili and Father 
Fnrlong were not only the first members of the Insti- 
tute, but also the very first evangelical workmen, 
whether native or foreign, ever deputed legitimately to 
that high office, since England separated from the 
Catholic Church. Although at the commencement, the 
novdty of the enterprise publicly excited some secta- 
rian fury and noise, stili, through the divine mercy, 
the work proceeded with such marvellous success, as to 
make the virtuous very thankful to God. 

CXCL While succinctly narrating in chronological 
order Father Gentili's labours in this new apostleship, 
I foresee that the reader will not, perchance, feel an 
interest like unto that which is excited by a continuai 
variety in the events described, even when he is not 
tempted to ennui by a repetition of nearly the sama 
things, viz.: church meetings, sermons, conversions, 
commimions, and similar sacred fimctions. However, 
I pray the pious reader to consider, by the light of 
faith and reason, what I am about to imfold, if he 
wishes not to think slightly of God's blessings and sin- 
gular mercies to sinners in this generation. Let him 
then beforehand reflect, that the marvels of Divine 
Grace about to be narrated did not take place among a 
chosen people in a Catholic land, but in a nation hor^ 
ribly disfigured by schism, heresy, and immorality, and 
where many deep-rooted prejudices, and anti-Catholic 
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feelings predominate in the great bulk of the popnla- 
tion^ where Christ's few scattered sheep are snrrounded 
by an immense Protestant majority, to whicb the sore- 
reign, the great officerà of state, the xmiYersities, and 
most of the wealthy hmdlords, belong. Add to this 
the yigorons antagonism of nnmberless sects agaìnst 
the progress of Catholicism. He who dispassionately 
considers ali these adrerse circamstances, mnst admit, 
that the conyersion of a few indiyiduals in a country thns 
situate is a greater wonder than the reformation of 
many sinners in more faTonred lands. Moreorer, if he 
calciilates the freqnent occnrrence of these conrersions 
in the different localities to which onr missionaries 
annonnced the awfiil tmths of religion, he will, doubt- 
less, feel moTed with the prophet to exclaim: *'Mira- 
bìlis Deus in sanctis suis." 

CXCn. To avoid wearisome repetitions, it may be as 
well here, once for ali, to state the nsnal method or 
order of a public mission, leaving exceptional cases for 
^ture notice. The sacred fiinctions on the appointed 
day were oflen commenced by the bishop, or his coad- 
jutor, in person, who after the solemn mass, addressed 
to the congregation a sermon relative to the nature and 
object of the spiritual exercises of which they were 
invited daily to arail themselves during the course; 
the missionaries, then, at stated hours, altematÌTely 
preached, so that, between them both, during the day, 
four or ^YB discourses were given, of an hour's dura- 
tion each. The subjects treated were the principal 
doctrines of the gospel dogmatically and morally 
viewed. One of the speakers undertook the derelop- 
ment of the mysteries of redemption, and the four last 
things — death, judgment, hell, heaven ; and the other 
expounded the commandments of God and the precepts 
of the Church, deducing therefrom the bighly 
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reaponsible duties of eveiy Christian. The existence 
and justice of an Almighty Judge; man's origin, fall, 
and destiny; the malice of sin; the tormenta of hell; 
the certainty of death; the awfuUy strict account mor- 
tals will have to render in another world ; the incarna- 
tion of a Divine Saviour; his death and resurrection ; 
the beatific vision reserved everlastingly for the peni- 
tent as well as the innocent. Ali these truths elo- 
quently explained at the foot of God's aitar, in the pre- 
sence sometimes of prelates, dignitaries of the Chnrch, 
and before a crowded aoiditory, by a divinely commis- 
siòned sacerdotal orator, whose example was as impres- 
sive as his words, ali these, I say, could not but pro- 
duce in many a lively emotion, awaken from their 
lethargy the most hardened sinners, and reconcile more 
than one repentant child to his offended Father. 

CXCIIL One of the principal things at which the 
missionaries aimed, was to instruct their hearers how 
to free themselves from sin, to overcome temptations 
to vice, and to persevere in virtue. To accomplish 
this important object, the most efficacious means was 
obviously the power fui grace to be derived from a 
worthy use^of the sacraments of penance and the holy 
Eucharist, which formed the closing scene, or crown, as 
it were, of the mission. Hence, to the administration 
of the sacrament of penance, especially, the two mis- 
sionaries devoted almost the whole time that intervened 
between their sermons. So great, usually, was the 
concourse of people to their confessionals, that they 
were kept occupied during eight or ten hours a day. 
It sometimes happened, even, that the confessors 
remained in church, hearing confessions, ali night long, 
without leisure to say Mass, to recite the Divine Office, 
to take any repose, or even to take bodily nourishment, 
except in a hasty manner. The labours of the mission- 
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«ries were not inteinipted, but 011I7 yaiìed, for weeks 
ftnd months together. Thej bad to attend to the pie- 
paratoiy training of children for thdr first commnnion, 
to remove the difficnlties of postuhmts for admissioiì 
into the Catholic Chnrch, to restore peaoe to distmited 
fàmilies, and factìons in discord, to legalise the cohabit- 
ation of certain parties» and to promote works of educa-- 
tion and piet jr. In fine, among other derotional obser- 
▼ances, they intioduced processions, erenìng Benedic- 
tion, wìth the most holj Sacrament, and the fortj 
hours* prajer dniing its exposition. In the next 
chapter we shall enumerate the principal towns TÌsited 
by the missionanes, with some other particulars. 



CHAPTER n. 

inSSIONS AT BULL, LEEDS, SHEFFIELD, LEAMIX6T0X, 
MEWFOBT, BUDDEESFIELD, BRAI»F0RI>» AND OOVENTBT. 

CXCIY. From Febiuary to June, in the year 1845, 
Father Grentili and bis colleague successivelj gave mis- 
sions for ten or fifleen dajs together, in the cities of 
Hull, Leeds, Sheffield, Leamington, Newport, Hudders- 
fidd, Bradford, and Coventry. The general lesult of 
these missions may be inferred partly firom one of 
Father Gentili's own lettera to the Father General 
of the Institute, in which he writes thus : *' It irould 
be difficult to descrìbe ali that God deigns to operate 
on these missions; nevertheless, to give due glory to 
Him, I may teli you, that hundreds and thousands 
of sinners, who had entirely abandoned the prac- 
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tice of our holj religion, and had remained for years 
wìthout confession and communion, bave been recon- 
ciled to God; and that, a great number of yonng and 
old persons, bom of Catholìc parents, bave approached 
the sacraments for the first tìme; and that manj who 
were living sìnfully together, bave either separated or 
got married; some bare restored ìll-gotten goods, 
others bave given up pernicious books; many who for 
some time past were at enmitj with each other, and 
not even upon speaking terms, bare asked and obtained 
mutuai forgiveness. Althougb the two missionaries, 
without taking time either to saj Mass or Office, bave 
been engaged in the confessionals till two or three 
bours past midnight, thej bave been obliged to ask 
assistance from the neighbouring priests in hearing the 
confessions of such a multitude of penitents, and in 
forming a sort of guard, or clerical police, to check any 
possible disorder from the pressure of the crowd; for it 
bas ofben bappened, to see the church so crammed with 
people as to make it dificult to effett an entrance; of 
tbose who succeeded, some were kept either standing or 
seated for several bours of the day or night, without 
being able to move, while waiting for their tum to 
confess. On the day of general communion, for which 
preparation was made, (by appropriate meditations and 
hymns,) the number that presented themselves at the 
Eucharistic table was so great, that it was puzzling to 
guess from whence they ali came. In particular àt 
Sheffield, the bishop who came to celebrate Mass was 
consoled to see so large a number prepared for commu- 
nion, for besides tbose who already fiUed the church, 
several were humbly prostrate on the steps outside, 
while in ordinary times, even on great festal days, the 
congregation of old and young, Protestant and Catholic 
together, did not fili more than one half the church. 
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The faithful offered so many wax candles, that the 
aitar on which the most holy Sacrament was publicly 
exposed for three days, was as splendidly iUuinined as 
Ì8 usuai in Rome and Italy on similar occasions." 

CXCV. The subject on which Father Gentili wrote 
io Father Rosmini, is corroborated by two other letters 
inserted in the "Tablet" about that time: 

"THE PREACHING OF THE MISSIONS AT LEEDS. 

" To the Editor of the Tablet. 

" Dear Sir, 

"The attention of your readers was called 
last week to the preaching of the missions by that 
zealous order of men, the Fathers of Charity. Toc 
much praise cannot be given to their noble efforts to 
revive the spirit of religion in this unhappy country. 
I, for one, anticipate the most glorious results from 
their labours, after witnessing for the last fortnight tlie 
success of their preaching to the largest congregation in 
Yorkshire. The mission had been announced and its 
object explained to the Leeds Catholics a month before 
it took place, and its benefits were again further 
imfolded in an impressive sermon by the good Bishop 
of the district, the Right Rev. Dr. Briggs, on the 
Sunday of the opening of the mission — the first Sunday 
of Lent. A crowded congregation assembled in the 
evening in St. Anne's church, to leam the terms of the 
sacred embassy biought by the anxiously expected 
missionaries, the Rev. Dr. Gentili, and the Rev. 
F. Furlong, nor were they disappointed. The earnest 
and fervid eloquence of the preachers, their bold and 
withering castigation of vice in every rank of life, the 
charms in which they set forth the beauty and lustre 
of virtue, insisting upon the life of Christ as the indis- 
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pensable rule of every Christian, ali engaged for them a 
breathless atteution, and caused such a feverish emotion 
in eyery breast, from a sense of their vast shortcomings, 
that the interest never seemed to abate during the 
whole succeeding fortnight. It certainly was a cheering 
spectacle, to behold a church of spacious dimensions 
fiUed to the veiy threshold, night after night, by a 
dense mass of people, who listened with the most 
intense interest to the thrilling tniths of religion, as 
they carne clothed with fire from the burning lips of 
these zealous and energetic men, pLercing, as they did, 
every hidden corner of the heart, and subduing the 
stubbom spirit of the most obstinate sinner. Scarcely 
was there a single listener, man or woman, who did 
not feel himself berne, as it were, irresistibly, into the 
stream of penitents hastening to the confessionals, and 
though it was usuai to wait eight or ten hours before 
they could reach the feet of the priest, they were well 
contented to submit to such a trifling inconvenience in 
order to disencumber their consciences of what they 
now felt to be a heavy and insupportable burden. The 
different confessionals, always four, and sometimes six, 
were thronged from six o'clock in the moming until 
twelve at night. Oh, that these missions were given 
through the length and breadth of the land, what a 
different tone of Catholic feeling might we expect to 
see produced, and how many of " the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel" reclaimed I Is not this the right way 
to commence the conversion of England, setting first 
* our own house in order,' and practising the sterner 
maxims of the Gospel ourselves, ere we pretend to Iure 
others into the fold of Christ ? The mission had con- 
tinued eight days, when a fresh attraction was given to 
it by the commencement of the Forty Hours' Devotion. 
The Blessed Sacrament was exposed on three succes- 
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sive days, and a part of a fourth, to complete the 
fortieth hour. During the whole of this period, it was 
evident what effect the mission had produced, by the 
multitude of adorerà flowing ìnto the church the 
whole of the day, and thus almost reminding us of the 
beantifiil scenes in a Belgian church, on the days of 
her greater festivals. I should trespass too long on 
your time by detailing the procession of the Blessed 
Sacrament, which took place on each day of the expo- 
sition. It is snfficient to say, that this solemn and 
beautiful ceremony was much heìghtened by the pre- 
sence of our pious and amiable Bishop, who had been 
the principal promoter of the mission, and who took a 
most lively interest in everything that could contribute 
to its success. To him we are iadebted, next to Grod, 
and the good missionaries, for the rich harvest that has 
been produced. May its fruits be of long continuance 
amongst us." 

Follows the second letter inserted in " the Tablet," 
on the llth of March, 1845. 

" SHEFFIELD — ^THE LENTEN MISSIONS. 

" To the Editor of the Tablet. 

« Sm, 

" From one who has written so strongly on the 
subject of 'setting our house in order,' it will be 
hardly necessary to solicit space for the following 
notice of the 'Mission' just concluded in this town. 
The providential results, communicated by a Leeds cor- 
respondent in a recent number of * the Tablet,' bare 
been, if possible, exceeded amongst us; but the true 
value of that which we bave so recently witnessed, 
is to be found in the altered feeHngs and dispositions of 
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thepeople. The Rev. Dr. Grentili and Bey. Father 
Furlong, of the Institute of Charìtj, anived here from 
Leeds, their coxning being announced, and the object 
of the mission preyìously explaìned and enforced bj the 
Bey. C. Pratt, and subsequently by the Bight Bey. Dr« 
Briggs, wìth that affectionate solicitude which always 
distingxiishes his Lordshìp's addresses to his people. 
But though thus prepared by oux good Bishop and 
pastors, the first appeal of the reyerend missionarìes 
fell on the ears of an astonished people with the most 
unexpected effects; these effects continned to increase 
throughout, and each succeeding exposition of Catholic 
doctrine, and each feryent inyitation to new exertion, 
fixed the resolution of some wayering spirìt, and con- 
firmed hìm in the conyiction, that only one path of 
strict and well-defined discipline was left for him to 
follow. Through the entire of these proceedings, our 
venerated Bishop remained, eyidently, one of the hap- 
piest spectators of the success of that labour in which 
his introductory address showed him so deeply inter- 
ested. I cannot here ayoid remarking, how happily 
the peculiar style and language of the reyerend Fathera 
seemed suited to the objects of their mission ; reason 
and feeling were altemately appealed to, in a manner 
the most irresistible, and while a kind of personal 
admiration for eloquence of the first order drew the 
distant sinner nearer to his God, the heart was gained 
and the mind conyinced by the cleamess and simplicity 
of practical instruction. The Bey. Dr, Gentili made 
the Commandments the subject of seyeral discourses, 
dwelling at great length upon the passions, motiyes, 
and habits of life, which in a greater or lesser degree 
tend to a yiolation of the fundamental laws of God, and 
awakening ali to a recognition of daily sins, which, 
from want of reflection or due knowledge, generally 

15 
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pass unlieede(L In the oourse of the week, ten Pro- 
testants were conditionally baptised and received ìnto 
the Catholìc Church, and twelve others are now 
receivìng the necessary instructions. On Sunday, 
which nominally finished the ' Hetreat,' six hundred 
communicants rewarded their pious labonrs, and three 
succeeding days, (as an extensìon of time,) added two 
hundred more to the former gratifjìng niunber. The 
remembrance of the past week wìll long continue in this 
localitj, and will fix its forcible impressione during life 
in the hearts of many who mixed in its proceedings. 
Let me assure your readers who have not had the 
blessings of a similar visitation, that they have little 
conception of the peculiar character, self-denial, phy- 
sical endurance, abilities, or zeal, of these pious ambas- 
sadors of Divine Providence; and let them pray for the 
opportunity, when the testimony of their own senses 
shalL corroborate the feeble description which I and 
others would endeavour to convey. 

"lam, Sir, 

" Yours, &c." 

Here, also, may be mentioned some interesting par- 
ticulars connected with these missions. The first is, 
that both in Hull and Sheffield, Father Gentili saw 
that there were not a few Italiane, who, while engaged 
in commerce, were placed also in dangerous predica- 
ments as regards their morals and faith, owing to their 
being destitute of those spiritual aids which abound in 
their own country. He, therefore, paid particular 
attention to these foreigners, fixing a proper time and 
place for their assembling together, and preaching to 
them in their native tongue ; so that ali availed them- 
selves of the opportunity to approach the sacraments, 
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and thus gave a public example of that fervent piety 
which has ever distinguìshed the Italian people. 

CXCVL At the opening sermon of the Hudders- 
field mission, the paucity of the audience caused pain 
to the preacher; wherefore, in order to excite a salu- 
tary dread in those who might neglect God's visitation, 
before concluding his discourse, he mentioned a temble 
event which had occurred the preceding year. A 
young man, careless of the welfare of his soul, and 
neglecting to go with the other faithfiil to the Church, 
where the mission was to be given, set off on horseback 
for a distant cattle fair ; but it happened, nobody could 
teli how, the unhappy rider was found dead on the 
public road, while the borse was grazing quietly in a 
neighbouring field. Two days after this fact was pub- 
licly narrated, it happened that a merchant of Hudders- 
field, who for years had not attended to his religious 
duties, while going to the town of Dewsbury on some 
mercantile business, was struck by an apoplectic £t on 
the road, and died without receiving the sacraments. 



CHAPTER III. 

FATHER GENTILI, DURINO SUMMER, GIVES A COURSE OF 
SPIRITUAL EXERCISES TO THE CLERGT AND RELIGIOUS 
COMMUNITIES IN VARIOUS PLACES. ^HE RESUMES HIS PUB- 
LIC MISSIONS AT LEICESTER, WORKSOP, BIRMINGHAM, YORK, 
MALTON, SCARBOROUGH, WHITBY, NEWCASTLE, ETC. 

CXCVII. As the labouring classes are busily occu- 
pied in the rural and manufacturing districts during 
the summer season, Father Gentili suspended his 
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public missìons until autmnn — ^his own toils, however, 
were not intermitted, for Julj, August, and part o£ 
September, lie spent in preacbìng to a great portion of 
the English Catholic prìesthood; for instance, a doublé 
course of exercises to the clergy of the London Districi 
at St. Edmund's College; — one course to the clergy of 
the Midland District at Oscott College; — one course to 
the clergy of the North at Ushaw College; — one course 
to the clergy of the York District at the Bishop's resi- 
dence; and, finally, 0, doublé course to the clergy of 
Lancashìre at Liyetpool; in ali seven courses, at each 
of which, some Bishops occassionally, and about thirtj 
or forty secular priests, with several regulars, prindr 
pally Benedictines, attended. Besides ali these, he 
gare the spiritual exercises to some couTentual com- 
munitìes; as, for example, to the Dominicanesses at 
Atherstone, and to the Sisters of Mercy at Dublin and 
LiyerpooL In the last named city he preached at the 
opening of St. Mary's Church, as well as ihat of Cop- 
peras HilL In Dublin and Manchester, also, he 
preached charity sermons with extraordìnary success. 
At the Sardinian Chapel in London, he twice preached 
both in the English and Italian languages, for two 
consecutive iSundays. It being the first time he was 
invited to exercise his ministry in the metropolis, it 
was gratifying to hìm, as a member of the Institute of 
Charity, to begin it in a place of worship appertaìning 
to that pious Sovereign, whose kingdom had been the 
cradle of the Institute. 

CXCVIIL About the middle of September, Father 
Gentili rejoined his colleague to recommence together 
a series of public missions, that had been akeady agreed 
upon by their superiors, and the respective diocesan 
Bishops. Wherefore they proceeded to sow the evan- 
gelical seed successively in Leicester, Worksop, Bir- 
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mingham, York, Malton, Scarborough, Whitby, Egton 
Bridge, and Newcastle, with which they closed the 
year 1845. Thus, during the elapsed twélve months, 
besìdes the special exercises given to clerìcal and reli- 
gìous communities, the missionaries had preached 
seventeen public missions: a few remarkable events 
connected with the latter, we subjoin for the edification 
of the reader. At Leicester, among other conversions, 
that in which the power of divine grace seemed most 
conspicuous, and which afibrded to Father Gentili 
particular consolation, was the case of a Trappist monk. 
He had absconded from his cloistered abode, and pub- 
licly abandoned his religious profession, to the great 
scandal of his monastic brethren, and the good in gen* 
eraL But having assisted at the sermons of the 
missionaries, he was moved to compunction for his sins, 
and retuming to his religious home like the prodigai 
son, he confessed his faults, and implored the superior 
to receive him as a simple servant of the monastery, 
employing him, even without the habit, in tilling the 
earth, or in any other laborious office. His request, 
though not yielded to at first, was, at length, granted 
at the Bishop's solicitation; and he was allowed to 
re-enter the community, where he has «ince exem- 
plarily persevered. 

• CXCIX. In another large town, Father Grentili was 
grieved to leam that there was a party among the 
Catholics not favourable to devotion towarda the blessed 
Virgin Mary. A pretext, not less silly than untrue, 
was alleged: viz., that such a devotion alienated here- 
tics from the Church, and urged even Catholics them- 
selves to superstitious practices. As Father Grentili, 
in his sermon, on one occasion, frequently alluded to 
the Blessed Virgin, it happened that a factious mem- 
ber of the congregation, repeated loud enough to be 
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heard bj those near, '* Blaspbemy, blasphemjl" nntìl 
he was indignantlj remonstrated wìth hj another 
Catholic. Bishop Riddell, the vìcar general, and divers 
otber priests present, not only approved of wbat the 
missionarj had said in honour of the Blessed Virgin, 
but encouraged hìm and bis companìon, to continue 
tinflinchinglj exhortìng to a proper deyotion towardfi 
the mother of God« Thus supported, on the following 
Sundaj, when the conoonrse of hearers was immense, 
Father Gentili preached on the sublime prìvileges of 
Maiy: and her pan^yrìst was comforted hj seeing 
that bis spiritual harvest this time exceeded that of 
anj- preceding mission. Withal, the opposing party 
were not jet subdued; after the last mentioned ser- 
mon, a lady called on Father Gentili, and questioned 
bis scriptural inferences in honour of the Blessed 
Virgin. But it was not dìfficult to convince ber of 
ignorance, even if he did not convert her. On the 
morrow, he received an anonjmous letter, in which 
it was stated that a great number of citizens 
were scandalised at bis bayìng dared to place the 
Blessed Viigin aboye the angels, whìle the Churcb 
had not defined her position. It was remarked that 
the religious state of the continent showed to wbat 
extremes this devotion of the Madonna might lead; 
that the heresies of Germany, and the borrors of Spain, 
&c, were the consequences of Marìanism in those 
cpuntries. Father Gentili made known the letters to 
the Bishop and vicar general of the dìstrict, and by 
their adyice, he replied to the bostìle party from the 
pulpit, and zealously refiited their crroneous notions. 
He demonstrated that these were in accordance with 
the tenets of the heresiarch Nestoiius, who denied 
Mary's divine matemity. Wberefore he vehemently 
denouneed the anti-catbolic upholders of such doctrine, 
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ezhorting his hearers to separate from tbem, and to 
beg of Christ and His blessed Mother, the grace of 
their return to the oithodoz faith. This invective fell 
upon that powerful faction lìke a thnnderbolt; the 
number of Mary's devotees henceforward increased — 
the weekly recitation of the rosary was introduced — 
and a beautiful statue of the queen of ali the saìnts 
was exposed to public veneration. The assertìon that 
Protestants were deterred from becoming Catholics bj 
our supposed adoration of the virgìn, was confìited bj 
the fact, that almost immediately after the just men- 
tioned sermon, six Protestants, of good family, applied 
for admission into the Church ; thus proving the truth 
ofwhatis said in her lituigy: Grande, Maria virgo, 
cunctas haereses sola interemisti in universo mundo. 

ce. Travelling once from York to Malton, Father 
Grentili happened to enter into familiar conversation 
with a Protestant merchant, who was a passenger in 
the same railway carriage, and going to some distant 
place on commercial business. However, he was so 
impressed by what his companion said on the impor- 
tance of preferring the soul's salvation to ali other 
interests, that, changing his direction, he accompanied 
the missionary to Malton, where, after being duly 
instructed, and conditionally baptised, he became a 
member of the Catholic Church, He then, with joy, 
continued his journey. 

CCI. Among the conversions which occurred during 
the mission at Scarborough, the foUowing, perhaps, is 
the most worthy of notice. A girl, whose mother was 
a protestant, being ardently desirous that her beloved 
parent should participate in the grace of that faith to 
which alone is promised eternai salvation, was advised 
by Father Gentili to offer to God humble and fervent 
player foi her mother's conversion. The good child 
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cordially did so; bui not seeing that any effect liad 
been immediately produced, she retumed to the mia- 
sìonary wìth tears in ber eyes, and, wìtb marvellons 
simplicity, complained that " ber mother was not yet 
convertedl" But tbe Lord was soon pleased to grant 
ber supplication ; for towards tbe end of tbe missìon, 
ber motber asked to be received as a member of tbe 
Catbolic Cburcb. 

CGIL At Wbitby also, tbere oocurred a memorable 
eircumstance during tbe mission. To dìstnrb tbe pious 
vork of tbe missionaries, tbe Protestants cbose to make 
\ display of fireworks in tbe square opposite tbe Catbo- 
lic cbapel, precisely at tbe bour appoìnted for tbe ser- 
inon on tbe last judgment, in wbicb faitb, bowever, 
was to represent a fire moie appalling tban any eartbly 
epectacle. Tbis reflection, tbe good sense of tbe audi- 
ence, and tbe grace of Grod, operated so far upon a large 
congregation, tbat not one, even of tbe young, left tbe 
Cburcb to gratify a naturai curiosity. Tbis self-denìal 
was tbe more edifying, as in tbat city pyrotecbnical 
sigbts were very seldom exbibited. 

CCIIL At Newcastle tbe two missionaries found a 
vast field for tbeir apostolic zeaL Tbe foUowing letter, 
written by a Catbolic in tbat city, and inserted in tbe 
Tablet, gives a statement of tbe immense good tbe 
mission produced among tbe population. 

" N^/ocastiU'Oti'Ti/ne.—To the Editor of the TàbleL 

"SlR, 

** During tbe last eigbteen days tbe Bevs. Dr. 
Gentili and Fatber Furlong bave been preacbing a 
mission in tbe town of Newcastle- upon-Tjme, a brief 
account of wbicb cannot &il to prove interesting to tbe 
tbousands wbo now look witb eamest eyes on tbe 
rapid strides wbicb Catbolicity ìs every day making 
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amongst us. Although the season of the year is so 
unpropitious, ali the services were well attended. To 
(e early mass and meditation were seen hurrying along 
Le wet and dìmly-lighted streets, the stalwart artisan 
and tender ladyr— high and low, rich and poor. How- 
ever severe the weather, no matter, there was the con- 
gregation ali devoutly assembled. At the eleven 
o'clock meditation, the labourer had disappeared, he 
had gone to his daily toil, and the audience was now 
principallj formed of the wealthier members of the 
congregation. At three o'clock the benches of the 
Church were fìlled with many hundreds of children, 
whom a gratuitons education saved from ignorance and 
vice; at seven in the evening it cannot be described 
how the Church was thronged. The mother was there, 
her helpless burden in her arms; the soldier, the 
tradesman, the labourer, the gentle and simple — ali 
gathered to listen to as eloquent, as devout, as moving 
discourses, as it ever fell to our lot to hear; and 
although the Church was densely crowded, the strictest 
silence and decorum was observed. During the two 
first days the confessionals were comparatively empty, 
the waters were not moved, but ever since the patient 
labour of the confessors, and the determìned zeal of the 
penitents, have been most edifying. 

" From early dawn till after midnight, not one day, 
but day after day, and night after night, have the good 
Fathers sat in the confessionals patiently and kindly 
listening to the sorrows of the loaded bosom, when out 
of many hearts thoughts were revealed ' advising, pre- 
scribing, comforting.' Gro to the Churches at what 
hour you might, crowds were quietly waiting their 
tum to enter the confessionals; people stayed six or 
seven hours before their tum carne round. And 
though the mission closes this evening the tide stili 
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flows OH. I write at one o'clock at night, and the 
confessors and penìtents are stili in the churches. 
About 1,800 have already received the holy commnnion. 
Many and many have made their peace with God who 
had abandoned Him for long long years, and forty-six 
Protestants have been guided by God's grace into ' the 
one fold of the one Shepherd.' The duties of the first 
week closed with a general commnnion on the fourth 
Sunday of Advent, and those of the second opened with 
one of those beautiful and touching ceremonials that 
are found nowhere save in Christ's Church — ^the forty 
hours devotion to the blessed Sacrament. The munifi- 
cence of the congregation enabled the clergy to conduct 
the ' forty hours devotion' in a style of splendour and 
magnificence that has never been equalled in this 
country since the ' Ages of Faith.* For four whole 
days the Lamb sat enthroned on the high aitar, on and 
around which 220 candles bumt unceasingly, exclu- 
sively of those carried in procession, which amounted 
to upwards of seventy. Since the closing of this devo- 
tion, solemn benediction of the blessed Sacrament has 
been given every evening, attended with the same 
grandeur and glory. I rejoice to live in these days 
when the spirit of Catholicity is being so happily 
restored. i speak not of candles, and of incense, and 
of outward ceremonial; I speak of the great people 
tuming to God, by frequently and devoutly attending 
the Holy Sacraments ; by ' living soberly, justly, and 
^iously.' 

" We cannot conclude this notice without paying a 
tribute as sincere, as it is weU deserved, to the un- 
rivalled exertions and zeal of the two holy missionaries 
who have conducted the letreat, Their words were 
powerful, but their example no man can ever forget : — 
and how they can endure their continuai labour of 
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mind and body — ^the unceasing attendance in the con- 
fessional day by day, month by month, and year by 
year, is more than any one who has not witnessed it 
can comprehend. Their exertions bave awakened a 
new spirìt in the Catholics of this town; abuses had 
crept in, many duties had been forgotten; but now a 
move has been made in the right direction, and we 
trust in Grod it will prove as lasting as it is at present 
full of fervent and Catholic feeling." 

A Sunderland correspondent adds: — 

" Lnmediately after leaving Newcastle, without allow- 
ing themselves any repose after their late severe labours, 
they commenced a second mission in Sunderland, and 
for ten days we ha ve witnessed bere a repetition of the 
same magnificent functions ; of the same apostolic zeal 
and eloquence on the part of the missionaries, of the 
same devotion and overflowing attendance on the part of 
the people, which were described by your Newcastle 
correspondent. Thank God, I may add with perfect 
truth, that bere also the most striking and abundant 
fruits bave been produced. During the last seven days 
of the mission, the confessionals wer6 crowded from 
moming until a late hour at night; and although in 
addition to the missionaries and the resident clergy, 
priests were sent for from the neighbouring places, 
numbers were deprived of the consolation of approach- 
ing the sacraments, by the want of time and confessors. 
Twenty protestants were converted; and there bave 
been excited in numerous quarters a feeling of respect 
for the Catholic religion, a spirit of enquiry and mis- 
givings of conscience, which, if seconded by the zeal, 
the prayers, and stili more the good example of the 
Catholics of this town, promise an abundant harvest 
for the future. The mission closed on Sunday, January 
11, with what every one will legard as the most beau- 
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tifili and the crowning portion of ihe mission — tlie 
General Commiinìon. The order usnally followed in 
Rome was observed here by the misàonaries. While 
one of them said Mass, the other, clad in snrplice and 
stole, repeated aloud devont piayers, containing the 
usuai acts preparatory to coinmiinion; and dniing the 
interyals of these prayers, ihe choir sang the different 
verses of the ' Pange Lingua.' Upwards of five hun- 
dred persons approached at the same time to the Sacra- 
ment of peace and love. Never, certainly, since the 
days of England's fall into heresy, did this town fit- 
ness a scene so calculated to move a Catholic heart. I 
beg to offer my trìbute of gratitude and thanks to the 
venerable Bishop of the Yorkshire District, Dr. Briggs, 
to whom belongs the glory of originating in this 
country, a system which is better calculated than any 
thing else to advance the conversion of protestants, 
and stili more to rekindle the fervent spirit of devotion 
in the Catholic body." — J. B. 

ceni. These happy proceedings at Newcastle were 
clouded by a fidghtfiil case, in which it was visibly seen 
how Divine Justice sometimes punishes obstinacy in 
ungodliness and vice. There was a poor Irish Catholic 
who for years had given great scandal, by his habits of 
drunkenness and impurity: his being deprived by 
death of his sinful accomplice, was a supemal waming 
without efiect. The missionaries tried in vain to re- 
claim him, and on the last day of the mission, to the 
terror of many, he died suddenly — ^passing without 
sacramentai assistance from time to etemity, there to 
render to the Judge Supreme an account of His proffered 
and despised mercies. 

CCIV. As we have already stated, the Newcastle 
mission closed Father Gentili's labours for the year 
1845, of which the beneficiai results were extraordinary. 
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in the memoranda of that year, it is reoorded how thìs 
zealous missionary received two hundred and fifìty 
protestant adults into the church — ^baptised some hun- 
dreds of children bom of protestant parents — admitted 
to the sacramentai confession, and to the Eucharistic 
table thousands of Catholic penitents — and reformed 
a great number of sinners — among whom, the cases of 
some, ìmmersed in vicious ìmpiety, seemed ahnost des- 
perate. Now, if his preaching efiTorts during ten 
eeries of spiritual exercises to elencai and religioiis 
communitìes, and also the eighteen series of more 
arduous missions to the public be considered; the wear 
and tear of body and mind incurred in traveUing irom 
place to place, and in performing his other duties as a 
priest, confessor, and religious, be abo taken into 
account; Father Gentili must assuredly appear a won- 
derfìil man, and be gratefully regarded as a gift of 
FroYÌdence to the Church in England. This surprise, 
perchance, will increase, when it is stated that such 
immense labour was bome by one whose constitution 
was delicate, and whose countenance was of death-like 
paleness. He always abstained from meat and wine-~ 
drinking nothing but water — except during the last 
two years of his life, when he was forced by obedience 
to take more care of his injured health, by drinking a 
little wine.* 

CCV. Bearing ali these circtunstances in mind, it 
must doubtless afford edification to read in his letters 
to superìors, the humble sentiments with which he 
mentions his successful ministry. 

To the Father General Rosmini, he wrote as fol- 
lows : " In the midst of my successful exertions, 

* His only relaxation was to retire to a holy and tranquil 
solitude for eight or ten days, once or twice a year, to refresh 
his own soni with the spiritual exercises. 
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God is pleased to make me feel mj own notbingness in 
80 lively a manner, that I can onlj deduce therefìrom 
an internai con^sion for my many sins, and a profound 
practical knowledge of the infinite benignitj of Him 
who deigns to employ one unworthy of ali good in a 
work of so much importance to His gloiy. Sometinies 
I cannot satiate mjself with blessing and thanking 
Him for it. And so great is the peace I ezpenence in 
this sentiment of confusion, that I onlj ask of Gt>d to 
increase it eveimore, and to pnrify stili fnrther ali mj 
intentions, in order thereby to obtaìn for once the gifb 
of perfect charity, which is the aim of a Christian and 
of our Institute." 



CHAPTER IV. 

A NEW SERIES OF HISSIONS TO THE PEOPLE, AN]> 
EXEBCISES TO THE GLEBGT, AT SUNDEBLAKD, BBEWOOD, 
MANCHESTER, NEWPOBT, NOTTINOHAIC, EOTON, UGTHOBFE| 
LONDON, TOBK, DUBLIN, WATEEFOBD, UVEBFOOL, &C. 

CCVL Father Gentili's professional laboors in 1846 
were not less productive of fruit than they had been the 
preceding year. Although the missions and exercises ai 
this period were somewhat fewer in number, yet, in some 
cases, they considerably exceeded those of the former 
epoch in duration. Howeyer, we may as well state, 
first, the toils of our missionary in his apostolic pil- 
grimages, according to chronological order. On New 
Year's Day, 1846, he and his fellow-labourer com- 
menced their first mission in Sunderland« From this 
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place, towards the middle of Januaiy, tliej proceeded 
to Durbam ; and thence, at the end of the same month, 
they went to Brewood. Here the two missionarìes 
separated; Father Gentili going to give a course of 
exercises to the community of St Giare, at Scorton, 
while Father Furlong went to preach a mission at 
Middlesborough. In the middle of February, the two 
coUeagues met again, to preach a public mission, which 
lasted fiflteen days, in St. Augustìne's parish, Man- 
chester. Thence they went to Newport, in Wales. 
After this mission, they again separated; and on the 
18th of March, Father (mentili alone commenced a mis- 
sion at Sir Edward Yavasour's seat, at Hazlewood, 
while his colleague did the same in the city of Abber- 
ford. Once more unitii^ their strength at Notting- 
ham, they preached a mission, which proved so 
exhausting to Father GentUi, that his superiors ordered 
him to take some repose. But, on the Srd of May, he 
returned with his companion to the mission work, first 
at Egton Bridge, where he had been the preceding 
winter, and to Ugthorpe, in the Yorkshire District. 
And the end of May, their services were required in 
London, where the mission lasted fifteen days. During 
July, August, and part of September, for the reason 
before mentioned, the public missions were suspended, 
and Father Gentili employed himself in giving spiritual 
exercises to the clergy and religious. He commenced 
with the Sisters of Providence, in the centrai house at 
Loughborough. Some pious secular ladies also 
attended, and of these, three decided upon renouncing 
the world. One entered among the before-named 
sisters; a second took the Benedictìne habit; and the 
third joined the nuns of the Good Shepherd. On the 
fifth of July, he began two series of exercises to the 
clergy of the London District. Thence he went to 
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York, to gire another oonrse to the ecdesiasacs of tbmt 
districi in the presence of their exonpLuy zealoos pre- 
late» the Sight Ber. Dr. Biiggs. Fram York» Gentifi 
letnmed once more to London, to perfonn a sìmikir 
good work for the Sisters of Meicy in Bermondsejr» 
Hence he trayelled to Darlington in the north, to 
repeat the same to the Teresian nnns of that place. It 
may be here remarked, that in some of these con- 
Tenta the spiritual exercises had nerer becn preached 
before» and that some relazation of mie had crcpi in. 
Bnt, generally speaking, these imperfections weze 
owing more to ignorance than malice, asms prored bj 
the docility with which these good leligions receÌTed 
the Word of God, and acted np to Falher Gentiira 
adyice in adopting a striet obserrance of the mlesL 

CCVIL Towards the middle of September, Father 
Gentili accompanied Biahop Briggs to Lreland, as he 
had done the preceding year. After armìng in Dnblìn 
he witnessed an anniversary festxral in thankagiring 
to God for the aid affarded by the Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Faith. On this occasì<nì, he made the 
acqnaintance of Archbishop Murray, by whom he was 
inyited to dine, in company with the Archbishop of 
Sydney, Dr. Polding — the Bishop of Adelaide, Dr. 
Murphy, and other prelates. There also he met nith 
some Hibemo-Boman acqnaintances among the prKsts^ 
with whom he renewed his ancient pions friendshipc 
On the followÌDg Snnday, the 20th of September, he 
left the Irish Metropolis for Waterford, where he 
preached in the cathedral to a hurge concourse of pestile 
in behalf of the schools directed by the Brothers gì 
Christian Doctrine. 

CCYIIL Betnming to England, he rejoined his odr 
league at Manchester, where they preached public mis- 
sions in the chnrches of St. Wilfrid and St. Patrick. 
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These exercises lasted nearly two months. The mis- 
sionaries, however, met with iinasual contradictions 
and difficulties, as shall be narrated in due lime. At 
the end of November, they proceeded to Liverpool to 
preach a mission in the Benedictine chnrch of St. 
Peter's. In the middle of December, they were 
recalled to London for a mission at St. George's. So 
that, this year Father Gentili had given thirteen public 
missions, and eight courses of spiritual exercises to eccle- 
siastical and religious communities, besides charity, and 
other sermons, amounting altogether, at least, to seven 
hundred discourses. To these exertions must be added, 
his fatigues in the confessional, which used to be sur- 
rounded by numerous penitents, especially Italians, in 
Manchester and Liverpool. Countless conversions of 
sinners crowned his efforts. Not a few of the reclaimed 
had been only Catholics in name, having been chris- 
tened solely. Without enumerating the public and 
private enmities put an end to, the illicit unions legai- 
ized, the schools opened, the newly baptised, and the 
thousands of faithful communicants, suffice it to say, 
that the converts from heresy this year alone exceeded 
seven hundred. 

CCIX. After this general review of Father Gentili's 
labotirs for twelve months, we may now cali attention 
to some particular facts calculated to edify the reader. 
Li the city of Durham, for instance, the following, 
which occurred during the mission there, demonstrates 
the efficacy of solemn extemal worship so prudently 
èncouraged by the Catholic Church, while by secta- 
rians it is unwisely blamed and proscribed. Among 
the many sinners moved by God's grace to conversion, 
there was one who had long been unmindiul of his 
soul's eternai welfare, and had become utterly depraved. 
Seeing such crowds of people going to the church to 

16 
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hear the missionaries, he was also induced to go one 
evenìng, to see what was going forward. Strange to 
Telate, he had scarcelj entered the house of the Lord, 
when the brilliant sight of the Most Adorable Sacra- 
ment, enthroned on a splendidlj illumined aitar, with 
the devout attitade of the assembled worshippers, made 
8uch a powerful ìmpression on hìs mìnd, thàt, before 
hearing the sermon, he was moved to compnnction and 
grief ; then he speedìlj ìnquìred for a confessor, htunblj 
avowed his ìniquìties, and resolyed henceforth to lead 
the life of a good Christian. 

CCX« Durìng the mission at Brewood, there was a 
Catholic who had led a wicked life, and who cared not 
to avail himself of the acceptable time, which Provi- 
dence then presented to him. But one day, bj the 
sudden discharge of a loaded gun, which he was carry- 
ing, he grievously wounded himself. Confined to his 
bed, he began to consider his misfortnne as a manifest 
admonition from heaven. Then he was induced to 
send for the minister of God, to admìnister to him the 
sacraments. Thus, in affliction and sickness he did 
that which he was unwilling to perform when strong 
and healthj. In the same town, there was another 
person who carne one evening to hear the missionaiy 
preach. The sermon happened to be on the tremen- 
dous existence of hell, with its jaws continually open 
to devour sinners who tum a deaf ear to the voice of 
the Lord callingthemto repentance. For when obsti- 
nately wicked and rebellious, they are usually surprised 
by death, which has no respect for the age, sex, or 
condition of any person. This individuai retnmed 
home greatly alarmed at the awfdl truth he had heard, 
so much so that his troubled conscience prevented him 
from going to bed, fearing that divine vengeancemight 
overtake him in hìs state of sin. Wherefore, restless 
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and terror-stricken, though it was past midnight, he 
sent to implore the priest to come and hear his confes- 
Sion, and thus deliver him from the dread of eternai 
damnation. 



CHAPTER V. 

EVENTS RELATIVE TO THE MISSIONS GIVEN AT ST. 
AUSTIN'S, ST. WILFRID'S, and ST. PATRICK'S in MANCHES- 
TER, ETC. 

CCXI. During the three missions given this year in 
Manchester, there occurred certain events which we 
think not imworthy of record. With the usuai solem- 
nity, on February 15th, the mission was first opened 
in the Church of St. Augustin. It had been previously 
Tumoured in the city, that the missionaries denounced 
balls from the pulpit: now whether to anticipate their 
opposition, or to deter them therefrom if intended, we 
cannot positively state; but the fact is, that just before 
their arrivai, a splendid baU was advertised in the 
papers, with the names of the most distinguished among 
the company present. The missionaries were, more- 
over, informed of the opinions prevalent among many 
Catholics, and were advised to be moderate and reserv- 
ed on the subject of balls. They answered that they 
did not absolutely condemn dancing as sinful; but 
knowing well the scandalous circumstances, and grievous 
perils, to which Christians were exposed in similar 
pastimes, they should be wanting to their duty if they 
did not admonish the faithful thereof. Certainly, at 
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present, by availing themselves of the epiritual 
cises, Christians would promote the interests of 
souls better than bj a jealous attachment to the 
recreatìon of dancing. Jesus Chrìst had enjoine 
followers to part with hands, feet, and ejes, when 
limbs proved a stnmbling block to salvation. If, 
the doctrine of a preacher, who anìmadverts npc 
amusement, on account of the serious dai 
with which it is accompanied, be deemed excess 
severe, what will be thought of Christ's max 
This their evangelica! view of the case seemed e 
cially confirmed bj Providence in the following a* 
event, which left an impression of terror on the m 
of not a few of the party. On the second day oi 
mission, the news spread that a lady who had 1 
invited, and who came from a distance, to take a 
in the beforementioned ball, fell ili, and shortly i 
died; so that her joumey which had for its obj( 
Joy fui feast, ended by a summons to the tribuni 
Godi After this the sermons of the missionaries 
better attended, the number of applicants for 
sacrament of penance increased to such a degree, 
fifteen confessors, assiduously engaged, scarcely sui 
for the demand. One hundred and twenty-seven 1 
testants abjured their errors; nearly nine thousand 
persons communicated; and such was the pious zeal 
displayed for adoming the aitar of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, that more than three thousand wax candles were, 
for this purpose, offered to the Church. 

CCXII. The next mission towards the end of Sep- 
tember, was preached at St. Wilfrid's. From the com- 
mencement the number of people assembled to hear 
the word of God was so great, that the missionary 
was occasionally induced to transfer the pulpit from 
the Church to the public square, in order to address a 
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crowd of more than 6000 persona. The penitents were 
so numerous, that some waited for days in tlie Church 
until their turn came to enter the confessionals, and 
seeming like the Biblical multitude in the wilderness, 
not to heed the wants of nature. This inconvenience 
occTirred, notwithstanding that several confessors were 
engaged from six or seven in the morning, till twelve 
o'clock at night, if we except the intervals necessary 
for their refreshment. It even happened that one of 
the missionaries on leaving the pnlpit in the evening, 
"went direct to his confessional, where he remained ali 
night unceasingly occupied till G-ve o'clock next morn- 
ing, when he was again called to the pulpit, to address, 
as usuai, a meditation to the assembly. When Father 
Gentili made his concluding discourse, the vast audi- 
ence was so moved to compunction, that the preacher's 
voice was almost unheard amid the sobs and sighs of 
the pious multitude. 

CCXIII. Immediately after the mission at St. Wil- 
frid's, a similar course of instructions was commenced 
at St. Patrick's Church, situate in the most populous 
Catholic parish of Manchester. Father Gentili, how- 
ever, found this the most difficult mission he ever 
had to conduct in his life. The why, and the where- 
fore, will be better understood after some prelimi- 
nary details conceming the deplorable state of this 
congregation, which the missionaries had to reform. 
The vicar apostolic, Bishop Brown, had thought proper 
to remove the senior clergyman of St. Patrick's, and to 
appoint as his successor, the Rev. Dr. Roskell, who had 
been educated in Rome, and who enjoyed, deservedly, 
a reputation for prudence, learning, piety, and those 
other virtues which should adorn a pastor of souls. 

Although the Bishop had weighty reasons for making 
a change in the parochial administration, his arrange- 
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ments dissatìsfied seTeral of the flock, who, ìnstead of 
yidding wìth docility to their prekte's orders, endem- 
voured to obstruct its execution. They accused the 
Bishop of arbitraiy proceedìng towards their late in* 
cmnbent, whom they considered as an ìnnocent TÌctim, 
they blamed and derided bis successor-^threatened to 
appeal to Rome — ^refused to pay the Chnrch dues — and 
hinted at more YÌolent measures ìf their former pastor 
was not reinstated in his office. In fiict, they did not 
confine themselTes to mere menaces ; for when on the 
Sunday the new incnmbent was b^;inaing to addiess 
words of peace to the congr^ation, with the ìkofie of 
condliating the re&actoiy, and putting an end to the 
scandal gÌYen by their disnnion, alìke to Catholics and 
Protestants, he was most shamefuUy interrapted 
by the adverse party. Seeing how Tain it wonld be to 
insist with men blinded by obstìnacy and passion, Dr. 
BoskeU hnmbly knelt before the aitar in silent piayer 
for those scandalous agitatore Then rising, he tnmed 
towards the people to give his parting benediction. Bui 
he was again ìnsulted by the fiMstioaSy who rociferated 
that they did not want his blessing, but the retom of 
the pastor who had been taken from them. By oblìg- 
ing the incumbent in this manner to leaye the Chnrch, 
the rebellioas party hoped to bave gained their point ; 
but they were mistaken in their calculations: for the 
Bishop having performed a conscìentious duty in 
making the alteration complained of, wonld not be 
coerced into a retiaction by these misguided menu 
who were violating canonical law, and unscmpnloosly 
attacking ecclesiastical jnrisdiction. 
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CHAPTER VL 

CONTIXUATION AND SUCCESS OF THE MISSION AT ST, 
PATRICK'S, MANCHESTER. 

CCXrV. Under ali the lamentable circumstances 
mentioned in the preceding chapter, the Rev. Dr. 
Boskell carne to an understanding with some members 
of bis flock, and it was agreed upon to request the 
t\TO Rev. missionaries, Gentili and Furlong, after they 
had finished at St Wilfrid's, to lend the aid of their 
sacred mìnistry to St. Patrick's parish, in order to try 
the efficacy of those means, which a regular course of 
the spiritual exercises obviously presented, for banish- 
ing the demon of discord. 

Accordingly a deputation of nine respectable Irish- 
men carried an address, signed by Dr. Roskell and 
themselYCs, to the beforementioned missionaries, and 
solicited them to favour St. Patrick's congregation with 
a series of sennons, at their earliest convenience, ac- 
cording to the usuai method. To this proposai Father 
Gentili acceded, and expressed how pleased he was at 
their application for a course of religious exercises, in 
the hope that now the scandalous strife which had 
lasted so long, would soon cease, and that ali, he 
trusted, would make their peace with God and man. 

CCXV. The foUowing Sunday aftemoon, in honour 
of the Blessed Sacrament, a grand procession took place 
in St. Wilfrid's churchyard. An invitation havùig 
been sent to the yarious Guilds, they ali attended with 
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the exception of St. Patrìck's, although on the moming 
of the same day, when annoimciiig the promìsed extra- 
ordinaiy mìssion, from the aitar, Dr. Eoskell reminded 
those belong^ng to the Giiìld of the intended proces- 
sion, which had been officìallj intimated three days 
before. Grìeved at this new scandal given to the town 
by the absence of a confraternity at such a conjunc- 
ture, the missionaries were convìnced that whìle one 
part of the congregation was peacefidly ìndiiied — a 
section continued adverse toconcilìatoiymeasures; and 
doubtless, it was the more disheartening to see the 
Guìld, which is nsually composed of the most pions 
among the people — ^thus manifestìng so public an 
opposition. 

CCXVL Withal, as soon as the mìssion at St. Wil- 
frid's was ended, that of St. Patrick's commenced. 
Eeading a portion of the tenth chapter of the Gospel 
according to St. Luke, where it ìs said that our Divine 
Bedeemer, sending His disciples two and two, told them 
to annoiince peace at the entrance of every house; 
Father Gentili took occasion to proclami peace to his 
hearers, in the name of Gud and the whole court of 
heaven. He then explained the object and importance 
of his sacred mission — ^the plenary indulgence granted 
by the Church to those who worthUy participate therein 
< — and invited ali to participate in this season of grace, 
by repenting of their past misdeeds, and asking for 
pardon and reconciliation of their offended yet stili 
merciful Almighty Father in heaven. Notwithstand- 
ing this temperate introduction, there were symptoms 
of disquietude among the auditors; and it caused no 
little alarm to the missionaries to leam that about two 
hundred persons had refiised to pay the usuai admisaion 
penny for their seats — a tax which had been customary 
ever since the foundation of this chapeL Thus the 
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refìractory shewed that they were stili obstinate in 
adherìng to a resolution passed several months before, 
at a meeting held in the churchyard, by those hostile 
to the new pastor, of no longer paying bench rent, 
which was the main support of the churclu Their 
object in this withdrawal of supplies was to compel 
the Bishop to reinstate their late parish priest. 

CCXYIL The next day there was also much dis» 
order in the church, both moming and evening, so that 
Father Gentili was obliged to interrupt his discourse, 
and request those who were talking to adjoum their 
conversation to another time. On Tuesday morning, 
at the children's service, there was a fresh disturbance, 
and alzàia at the night service for adults. On Wednes- 
day evening, after two days had been already spent in 
instructing the people on the first commandment, the 
preacher went on to explain the gravity of the sin of 
sacrilege, when observing that impertinent conversation 
was stili carried on, he changed the direction of his 
remarks, and told the parties present that he had been 
invited to preach to them a gospel of peace, and that 
ìnvitation had been complied with. He had anticipated 
that the profanations of God's house would ere this 
have been repaired by the tears of the repentant. 
Then taking the crucifix from his breast, he impres- 
sively continued, as foUows, his appeal : ''I carne 
amongst you with the ensign of peace — ^the image of 
your crucified Saviour, whose blood was shed for your 
salvation. If you do not wish to make peace with 
Him, I have no other alternative than to substitute for 
the symbol of peace, the emblem of penance ;" and so 
putting aside his black mantle and cross, he robed him- 
self with a purple stole, one of the insignia of a 
sacerdotal judge at his spiritual tribunal. At this 
sight the spectators were moved to tears, and excited 
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to a degree unnsual in this countiy. Tlien Father 
Gentili resumed his disconrse, and advised those who 
had yielded to the impulse of grace to pray for the 
rest, in order to their conversion from evil wajs. 
Moreover, on account of the sacril^oas examples that 
had been publicly gìven for some time past, he prò- 
posed a fast of three days, and begged them to join 
with him in making this little atonement for their 
offences. However, the apparent calm produced by 
this appeal, was but the prelude to a more idolent 
storm. 

CCXVm. The following night the Church was 
besieged by the whole party. The shouting of per- 
sona outside were signals of no friendly import, and 
Father Gentili no sooner commenced Divine service, 
than he apprehended some disturbance would occur. 
Shortly after, towards the end of the Church, a female 
raised her Toice as if quarrelling with some others : 
the missionary then addressing the group of women 
from whom the noise proceeded, reminded them of St, 
Paul's injunction to females to be silent in church. 
Quiet was then preserved until the dose of the sermon, 
when, not far from the preacher's platform, one woman 
struck another, who wanted to pass and go home. 
This blowhad an almost electrical effect: the assembly 
uprose in a fiightfdl uproar. Vainly did the preacher 
cali upon them to respect the house of the Lord — he 
conjured them in the name of Chiist to be tranquil; 
but amid the confiision and noise his voice had become 
inaudible. At length some were opening the doors 
with the intent of dispersing both priest and jìeople; — 
but Gentili declared it to be useless: he would not suc- 
cumb to fear, and he loudly repeated, " I will not move, 
I will not move." By degrees the clamoiir subsided, 
and the agitators seeing that they were not likely to 
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succeed agùn in browbeating the missionary, desisted 
from fdrtlier efforts. At lengtli tliere set in a reaction, 
and this last iinsuccessful attcmpt to break up the 
mission brought over many of the insurgents to a 
sense of their misconduct. Indeed, so great was the 
number of penitents, that it was fonnd necessary to 
cali for the aid of additional priests, who, to the 
niimber of fourteen, were engaged day and night in 
the confessionals, sometimes till two or three o'clock in 
the moming. 

CCXIX. While lectnring the congregation of St. 

Patrick's, on the anti-Catholic principle of interfering 

in ecclesiastical matters, Father Gentili shewed that 

the inducting and removing Pastors of souls is an 

episcopal right, over which the laity have no control: 

and that the Church is so jealous on this head, as to 

menace with an interdict those who attempt to frustrate 

by fraud or violence, the ordinance of lawfdl authority. 

On this subject, he quoted canons and decrees referred 

to by St. Alphonsus Liguori, to prove that lay-usurpa- 

tion of a judge's office between bishops and their 

clergy, is utterly anti-catholic, and contrary to the 

Church's ancient discipline. If such a principle be- 

came general, there would be an end of Pontificai 

supremacy, and schisms would be inevitable. Moreover, 

as this principle had gained ground — and as many sin- 

ful precedents had been lately asserted in Manchester, 

Father Gentili recommended the priests of various 

churches in that city, to state their opinion, whether it 

would not be necessary to check the evil and repair the 

scandal by a solemn declaration against lay interference 

in ecclesiastical airangements of this kind; and also 

whether a formai apology ought not to be made to the 

Bishop for the recent attacks on his privilege. The 

clergy having unanimously agreed to the proposai, a 
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declaration was speedily drawn up and presented. The 
Vicar Apostolic, too, prohibited, under pain of inter- 
dici to be inciirred "ipso facto," ali bis snbjects 
from attending any meeting beld bj the partÌ2ans of 
the ex-incumbent, relative to Church affairs. The 
following circìimstance, also, contributed to decrease 
the nnmber of the more obstinate rebeb. A leader of 
the faction fell dangeronsly ili, and recognising his 
8ickness as a pnnishment from heaven, he sent for a 
priest to prepare him for death. In sorrow for the 
past, he charged his confessor to publiclj ask pardon 
in his name of the bishop — ^the Bey. Dr. Roskell, and 
the people, for ali the scandal and annojance he had 
given. 

CCXX. The memorable mission at St, Patrick's, 
which began on the 27th of September, was not con- 
cluded before the 12th of November, haying lasted 
nearly seven weeks. To the missionaries, it proved a 
task replete with difficnlties and trials ; but thej were 
however consoled bj the happy resnlts of their labours. 
This assertion is confirmed by the following letter in • 
serted in the " Tablet," the 21st of November of the 
year 1846. 

*' After the turbnlent scenes which have recently 
taken place in Manchester, we are delighted to have to 
announce the favourable termination of the St Patrick's 
mission, on Sunday last^ at the half-past six o'clock 
service. 

"We say 'the favourahle termination,' becanse, 
though during the course of this mission much has 
occTirred to afflict and disedify ali who have any regard 
for religion, yet on the whole, the laboiirs of Dr. 
Gentili and Father Furlong have been eminently success- 
fui in the results, These good men, had not simply 
to preach the known and ordinary truths of the Gos- 



UFE OF THE REV. ALOYSIUS GENTILI, 253 

pel; not siinplj to kindle a fire in lukewann souls; to 
encourage the frail to resist temptation ; and to bring 
back to a sense of bis duty the sinner drowned in 
forgetfulness and sloth. They bave bad to deal not 
merely with worldly minds, requiring a fresh impulse 
from above, but with hostile minds possessed with a 
distorted and perverse spirit of enthusiasm, and obsti- 
nately resisting the invitations of God's ministers, as 
if there were some previous question to be adjusted 
before they could lawfìilly be called on to attend to 
the concems of their own souls. They bave had to 
deal not merely with the private scandal of rebellion, 
but with conduct savouring of schism. In their 
addresses to protestants, they bave had to pieice through 
the obstacles which the unseemly behaviour of pro- 
fessed Catholics placed between the truths they 
preached, and the souls they laboured to save. These 
circumstances, together with the excitement by which 
this kind of discord is ever attended — so unfavourable 
to that practice of meditation and internai recollection 
•which it is the very aim of Missions to encourage— 
presented difficulties of no trivial character. And yet 
— Almighty God be thanked for it — the result has 
*been far otherwise than might bave been expected; 
and it has been shown that in St. Patrick's congrega- 
tion, the genuine and wholesome religious zeal of the 
larger part, has been more than a match for the false 
and pemicious enthusiasm of a few bewildered 
agitators. 

"At the dose of the mission, the number of protes- 
tant converts, amounted to about one hundred and 
ninety; of Holy Communions, to about 9,000. The 
whole of last Saturday and Saturday night, the con- 
fessionals were crowded by persons anxious to make 
their peace with God, Some remained in the Church 
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mll nìglit, waitìng fbr their tam io approach the holj 
trìbimal; and when the Prìest at six o^dock on San- 
day rnonung, iras obliged to cease the laboms of the 
oonfessioiial and betake himself to other dnties^ he had 
to dìsmiss fremì the Sacrìsty door, manj who had 
mdted ali night for him. Others, again, haTÌng made 
thdr oonfèsaions, had watched ali night in pra jer befbre 
the aitar, as a prepaiatian fitting far the reoepdoii of 
tiie erer adoiable Sacrament.^ 

But what more tfaan anjthing dse shows the won- 
derfìil success which Father Gìentili and his oompanions 
obtained in the mìssion which thej preached at Man- 
diester, and espedallj at St. Patiick's, ìs the foDowing 
memorial, bj which the Cleigj of Manchester and 
Salford presented in a bodj to Father Gentili, as a 
public testimon j of their respect and gratitnde to him 
and to his fellow labonrer. 



A MEMOEIAL 

FRESEKTED BT THE CLERGT OP MANCHESTER ASD SJLLFQSD, 

TO 

THE VERY EEVEREND DE. GENTILI, 

On occasion of bis condnding the Mìssion gìren bj 

him at St. Patrick's, 

Kaven^)er the 12th, 18^ 

"Yeet Eev. Father, 

'^Sensìble of the great benefits which bare 
resnlted firom the missions which jcfa bave given in 
Manchester and other important towns, we cannot 
snffer yoa to^go from amongst ns, wìthont endeaTonr- 
ing to acknowledge the fayonr which jou bare 
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conferred upon us, in devoting so much of your time 
to the spiritual welfare of the souls committed to our 
charge. In their names and our own, we beg leave to 
thank jou most cordially. The immense mnltitude of 
degenerate Catholics who have been reclaimed, and the 
stili more remarkable number of converta which have 
been received into the Church, during the exercises 
which you have conducted, convince us that the hand 
of God is with you, and that the practice of giving 
missions, which you have recently introduced into this 
country, is one of the greatest blessings which has 
accrued to religion in modem times. 

" When we reflect on the profound leaming, the prac- 
tical skUl, the prompt decision, and the invincible 
oourage with which you h*ye encountered and over- 
come the peculiar difficulties which surrounded the 
mission of St. Patrick's, we feel that a stili more ampie 
tribute of admiration and gratitude is due to you 
for your charitable and most disinterested exertions. 

*' We are aware, Rev. Sir, that these diJEculties were 
of no ordinary magnitude, and that, consequently, a 
more than ordinary cali upon your zeal and charity has 
been required to overcome them. We know how for- 
bearingly you watched the storm of rebellious opposi- 
tion with which you were threatened by a party of 
undutifiil children of the Church, on the very ève of 
your departure from St. Wilfrid's, where the seed of 
the Word of God had happily fructified and brought 
forth an abundant harvest. We know how, not- 
withstanding, you repaired to St. Patrick's, and there 
began the work of peace and reconciliation. But, alas, 
for this unhappy town, the storm which had been for 
a long time brooding, and gradually gaining strength, 
soon burst upon it, and displayed a most melancholy 
schism in the Church. 
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*' In this 3ad emergency it was, Rev. Sir, that we so 
effectually experìenced the powerfiil assistance of jour 
talented exertions. Bj means of them, and the well- 
timed ìnterposition of the Bishop, the inflnence of the 
factious opposition has been nearlj destroyed, and 
peace and reconcìliatìon are once more beginning to 
gladden our hearts» Thongh the people are stili suffer- 
ing from the effects of their own foUy, yet, we hope, hj 
the judicions counsels which you, Bey. Sir, have sng- 
gested, we may be able to complete the work of recon> 
ciliation which you have so happily begun ; and that in 
a short time they may ali return to the one fold firom 
which they have strayed. Allow us then, once more, 
to express our gratefol sense which we entertain for 
the Services which you have rendered to religion ; nor 
must we forget the brother and companion of your 
labours, the Rev. Father Furlong, who, by bis powerful 
sermons in the various churches of Manchester and 
Salford, and by his prudent, charitable, and patient 
zeal in the sacred tribunal, has entitled himself to the 
gratitude of many, and to the love and esteem of alL 
May God who ever watches over His Church, and who 
from time raises up light anddst darìcnesty stiU bless 
your imited labours with abundant success. May He 
bestow upon you long life, that you may continue to 
labour for His glory, for the propagation of the Faith, 
the salvation of souls, and for the perfection of that 
crown of glory which we feel persuaded is laid up for 
you in His heavenly kingdom. 

" In conclusion, Reverend Father, we hope that yoxir 
absence from us will not be long, and that amidst the 
£elds of labour that lie before you, you will occasiona 
^y remember us, and pray that we may be strength* 
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ened, and enabled to water and to brìng to perfection 
the precious eeed ivhich you have sown. 

*' W. TURNER, N 

" John Eemmeb, ( St Augustine's. 

" Thomas Unsworth, ) 

*^ Robert Croskell, \ 

" Geo. Green, ( St Chad's. 

** W. J. Sheehan, ) 

" MaTTHIAS FORMBY, ) _ -. 

« Thomas Smith, } ^t. Maiy's. 

" R. B. Roskell, X 

" Edmund Cantwell, ( St. Patrick's. 

" Edward Unsworth, ) 

« J. F. Whitakeb, ) st. wilfrid's. 






" Joseph Meany, 

*' James Boardman, St. John's." 



CHAPER VIL 

father gentili's apostolical labours in the years 

1847-48, &c. 

CCXXL In this cbapter, we purpose passing in 
review the last sixteen months of Father Gentìlì's life; 
that is, firom January, 1847, till the end of Aprii, 1848, 
when he went to the capital of Ireland, where his mortai 
career terminated« There are many interesting things 
recorded, at which we must give but a cursory glance, 
in order to avoid a wearisome repetition of similar 

17 
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detail& In the jeor 1847, the first fidd wherdn the 
mìssionarìes began publicly to sow the Word of God, 
was Cheadle, in Staffordshìre, whei% a magnificent 
Chorch has been recentlj erected hj the Earl of 
Shrewsbniy. Besides his daily ìnstmctions to the 
people, Father Gentili managed to find tìme, on two 
Sondays dnring the mission, to preach in the Chapel 
at Alton Towers, the seat of the noblepeei before-men- 
tioned. He also contiiyed to give spiritual assistance 
to the Benedictine Nuns at CaverswelL 

CCXXIL On the 17th of Jannarj, he departed for 
the Northern District, where he successivelj preached 
missions at North Shields, Stockton-on-Tees, and 
Hartlepool, bj the reqnest of Bishop Biddell, who was 
not only present, but always shared the toils of the 
missionaries. Great was the result of their nnited 
labonrs. The poor Catholics hastened with nnconmMm 
assiduity to hear the Divine Word, and to approach 
the Sacraments, which bj manj of them had been n^- 
lected foi years. A stìmnlns was giyen to their zeal 
bj the following fatai accident. One of the fidthfìd 
who had been to his dnty in the moming, after 
retnming home to his work, was killed bj a sudden 
fall of earth. This event spread snch constemation 
among his fellow-workmen, impressing them with the 
tincertainty of life's diiration, and with the urgency of 
beìng prepared for an inevitable judgment hereafter, 
that fifky of them ran to the chnrch, and b^ged to 
make a confession of their sins. Althongh it was the 
late hour of midnight they were admitted into the 
chnrch, and the missionary conld not bnt gire them 
some instructions how to prepare for the Sacraments 
on the moirow. Independently of the spiritual advan- 
tages which the Catholics deriyed firom these missions. 



LIFE OF THE REV. ALOYSIUS GENTILI. 259 

they were also beneficiai to Protestants, of whom nearly 
a hundred were converted to the true faith. 

Towards the end of February, the two missionaries 
joumeyed to London, where they preached four succes- 
sive missions : at the Sardinian and Spanish chapeis ; 
at St. Mary's, Moorfields; and, finally, at St. Mary's, 
Chelsea. At the last-named place, instead of the 
series of sermons usuai during a mission, was delivered 
a course of devotional instructions for " May," com- 
monly called "the Month of Mary." This was also a 
congenial theme for Father Gentili, who was always 
delighted with opportunities of publishing the glories 
of the ever blessed Mother of Grod. In the meantime, 
his companion, Father Furlong, went alone to preach 
missions in the north, at Houghton-le-Spring and Dar- 
lington. With the London missions Father Gentili 
felt pleased, so splendid and sumptuous were the 
public Benedictions to the Most Holy Sacrament. 
Having to address mixed audiences of English and 
Italian, he sometimes spoke in their native tongue to 
his own countrymen. The services, also, were attended 
by some of the nobility and prelacy ; of the latter may 
be named, the Bishops of Olena, Adelaide, and Mon- 
treal in Canada. The spiritual harvest no doubt 
-would have been greater, both among Catholics and 
Protestants, had there been suf&cient accommodation 
in the chapeis, and more confessors. Withal, the 
fruits of repentance among many were discemible in 
the numerous peace-makings, restorations of ill-gotten 
goods, destructions of bad books, aJmsdeeds, &c. 
Besides the return of thirty Protestant converts to the 
Church, among the penitents there was one remarkable 
on account of his sacerdotal character, which he had 
unfortunately disgraced. During the religious exer- 
cises at the Spanish chapel, he was moved to compunc- 
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tion, and redolred, wìtli the bdp of God's giace, to 
leaye England, and to go to Belginm to do penance 
for hÌ8 sins. 

CCXXIL The 23id of Maj, Father Gentili rejoined 
his companion at Preston. Among the memoranda of 
this mission, "which lasted fonr weeks, may be men* 
tioned, that after the forty honrs^ prayer, there was a 
magnificent procesdon with the Blessed Sacramente 
publicly, in the open air; thegnilds with their banners 
and music walked in the processionai line, accordìng 
to the Roman cnstom. This was repeated fiye times 
druing the mission. So great was the conconrse of 
people to the sermons, that it was three times necessaiy 
for one of the missionaries to preach to the crowd in the 
cemetery ontside, notwithstanding the rain; the other 
was similarlj engaged within the chnrch. 

Among Catholics the spiritual crop was abun- 
dant. Eighty-two Protestants also were converted to 
the ancient faith. A correspondent of the Tablet, 
dated June 26th, 1847, writes thus: *^ After amonth's 
duration, the mission at St. Augustine's was conduded 
last Sunday. At the end of the Te Deum, and the 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, the two mission- 
aries warmly exhorted the people to perseverance, and 
then took an affectionate leave. The church was 
crowded; and though the rain fell heavily, there was a 
large number lìstening outsìde to Father Furlong's 
sermon. At the end of Father Gentili's discourse, 
there was scarcely a tearless eye in the church. The 
congregation wept, prayed, and blessed the man of God 
who had come amongst them to announce pardon, 
peace, and reconciliation. But although the mission 
bere is over, we firmly trust its advantages will abuiH 
dantly remain, because, .what was broken has been 
repaired, and what was weakened has become strong." 
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CCXXIIL Taking Egton Bridge in tbeir way, in 
order to sermonise at the opening of its new church, 
the two missionaries retnmed to London a second time 
this year. On their arrivai in that immense metro- 
polis, they preached in two of the before-mentioned 
chapels charìty sermons in behalf of the society of St. 
Vincent of PanL The llth of Jnly, they conunenced 
a regular mission in the newly opened church of SS. 
Peter and Paul, Rosamond Street, Clerkenwell. 
Besides the good effected by their exertions among 
the Catholics in that populons neighbourhood, twenty- 
one Protestants abjured heresy and retnmed to the 
faith of their forefathers. But the conversion most 
gratifying to the missionaries, was that of a minister 
of the Anglican Church, with his wife and family. To 
omit, for brevity's sake, other accessory labours in 
London durìng the month of July, let us, once more, 
accompany Father Gentili to the North, where, in the 
month of August, he gave the annual exercises to the 
clergy assembled at Ushaw College, in the presence of 
the Bishop and his Yicar-GeneraL Subsequently, he 
went on a similar errand to the Sisters of Mercy, at 
Liyerpool, to the nuns at Scorton, and to the religious 
ladies at York-Bar. 

CCXXIV. About the middle of September, he left 
York for DubHn, to advocate in the Jesuit's church of 
that city the claims of the Christian Brothers' poor 
schools. Afterwards, on the anniversary festival of the 
society for the propagation of the faith, he preached at 
the metropolitan church in the presence of the Arch- 
bishop of the city, the Archbishop of Corfu, the 
Bishops of Bombay and Hobart Town, many ecclesias- 
tica, and an immense concourse of people. Finally, he 
gave a series of spiritual exercises to the studente of 
Ali Hallows college near Dublin, 
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CCXXY. After leaving the Hibemian capital, and 
crossing the channel, he proceeded to Manchester, 
where, in St Chad's church, on the 26th of September, 
he and his companion conunenced a mission, which 
lasted a fortnight. Among other blessed resulta nmst 
be specially mentioned, the conyersion of no less than 
sixty-one Protestants. From Manchester the two inde- 
fatigable missionaries next bent their steps towaida 
Bristol. Here, after fifteen dajs' labour, amid a sea of 
errors, these fishers of men caught in their apostolica! 
net fifty-three Protestants, and succeeded in landing 
them on the shore of Catholic truth. Father Gentili, 
unaccompanied, once more set sail for Dublin, to preach 
there in behalf of the public hospitals. The inteiests 
of the sick poor were dear to his compassionate heart, 
and he pleaded their cause so eloquenti^, that a large 
collection of money was made on the occasion. Some 
of the charitably disposed being deficient in the current 
coin of the realm, offered whatever they had valuable 
at hand; thus, for instance, one gare a watch, and 
another a purse. Hetuming to England, he preacbed 
similar sermons with equal success, in the cities of 
Sheffield and York. It was in the last-named place 
that he nearly closed his labours for the year 1847. 
Withal, before the end of December, he again rejoined 
his colleague, Father Furlong, at Huddersfield, where 
they preached a mission which lasted four weeks. 
During this time they greatly ameliorated the morak 
of the Catholics ; among other crying disorders in the 
town, they managcd to shut up two houses of ili fame. 
Fifteen converts were received into the Church, and 
one hundred and fifty boys and girls were prepared for 
theii first communion. After this mission, Father 
Gentili and his companion proceeded togetber evan- 
gelizing various congregations in the Yorkshire Dia- 



LIFE OF TH£ BEY* ALOTSIUS GENTILI* 263 

•trict, until the middle of February 1848, when they 
went again to Bristol to preach a mìssion which lasted 
fonr weeks. Thence they went to give a similar course 
of instructions at Batli. The iinited nmnber of con« 
verts in both these towns exceeded one hundred* If 
we sum up Fathei Gentìli's apostolical labours for the 
•past sixteen months, or the third year of his office as 
an Itinerant Missionary, we shall find that he preached 
fifteen missions: of these some lasted a month, others 
only a fortnight: besides giving five courses of spiri- 
tual exercises, and several charity sermons: so that, 
diiring this time, he must altogether have delivered 
not less than eight hundred discouises. The benefits 
which accrued thereby to his Catholic hearers, it is not 
easy to calculate; but of his Protestant auditors it is 
reckoned that, at least, four hundred were induced to 
enter the one fold of the one Shepherd — Jesus Christ, 
to whom be ali the honour and glory resulting from 
the labours of His anointed ministers. 



CHAPTER Vili. 

LETTERS OP SPIRITUAL ADVICE TO A MARRIED LADY, 

CCXXVL The singidar talents wherewith it pleased 
the Almighty to endow Father Gentili, and the 
marvellous effects produced by his saintly life — 
his zeal — ^his prudence — and his charity, tended, in a 
short time, to elevate him in public estimation. 
Hence, not only regular, but many secidar persona 
also, not unfrequently, applied to him for counsel as to 
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the best method of fùthfullj and perfectly accomplìsh- 
ing their professional duties. 

From the yarìous lettera of ihìs zealons missionarj 
to indìviduals who had plaoed themselTes under his 
spiritual guidance, we select seven, addressed to the 
pìous mother of a large familj, as thej oontain some 
wise and practical maxims well adapted for general use. 
Of these epistles, the first dated on the feast of St. 
John Chrjsostom, 1846, encourages his correspondent 
to despise temptations to vanity, to persevere in doing 
good, and to avoid the snares of the wicked one agaìnst 
her soul's welfare. 

"Dear Mss, 

"When St. Gregory the Great was about to 
wrìte his celébrated work on morals, he was strongly 
tempted with vanity and pride, and, in order to con- 
quer the temptation, he resolved to give up the work, 
and not to write it at ali; but on a second thought, he 
found that this was a temptation greater than the 
other; that there was no need of yielding to the temp- 
tation; that by resisting it one gains a greater merit 
than by avoiding it: and consequently he wrote the 
work, and obtained the doublé merit of the good he 
did to the Church by so leamed a work, and of having 
resisted the temptation of vanity. Have it then as a 
principle that toe must never give up any good for any 
temptation» of pride whaUoewer. The intention of the 
enemy is either to discourage us from our good resolu- 
tions, or to deprive us of the merit we may gain by 
the good we do: but I must teli you that St. Philip 
Neri says, that there are three kinds of yanity. One 
which he calls ^ mistresSy'* another, ' oompomon,' and 
another, '«erooitt' The mistreu is that one which 
commands a good work, goes before it, and therefore 
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corrupts it, and makes it sinful. The companion ìs not 
that for whìch we act or do any thing, but cornea to 
associate, and steals in while we do some good work, in 
order to deprìve us, at least, of a part of the merit. 
The seroani is that one which comes when the good work 
is already done; and coming after it is done, it canno^ 
deprire that good work of its meiit, but can only make 
US fall into pride for what has been already done. Now 
the Saint sajs, that if we have no pride for our end 
when we do any good work, there is no fear for the com- 
panion and the servante because we, though importuned 
by them, may teli them repeatedly that we do not want 
either their company or their Service^ and banish them 
away Irom us. P<xtience, then, with ali your tempta- 
tions, calmness of mind andheart; andrecoUect always 
that the edifice of Christian perfection cannot be built 
in a few days or weeks. That to destroy old habits 
and to acquire new ones, is the effect of Ipng and 
repeated efforts. That we have to put our trust in 
God more than in our own exertions, and that if we 
will be firm in our good resolutions, and persevere in 
the work, we shall certainly succeed. To become a 
professor in virtue, is a work more difficult and longer 
than to become so in music, or in any other mental 
acquirement. Do not then omit your prayers at alL 
Do not care about what others will say: and if the 
enemy tempts you with importunity, it is a very good 
8Ìgn, and you must be very glad of it, because the 
same St Philip says, that when God Almighty intends 
to enrich a soul with the gifts of some virtue, He 
permits her beforehand to be tempted with the con- 
trary vice. Make, then, Constant acts of humility, but 
with calmness, and sweetness, and patience. Ask con- 
stantly humility from Gk)d, and Christ, and His blessed 
Mother, and repeat often the three prayers which you 
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vili find in the end of the Missal, among the roanf 
prajers there added for the grace of humìlity. 

"Pray for me always, and beliere me your obedient 
«errant, 

*'Alotsius Gentill" 

Havìng thus instmcted his peniteli how to perse* 
rere in doing good without beìng discouraged by temp- 
tations, he passes to recommend her a spiiìt of discre- 
tion in her spiritual exercises, and a great care in the 
fulfihnent of the dnties of her state. The letter which 
vas written on the feast of the Tirgìn and martyr, St. 
Bibiana, is as foUows» 

"Mr Deàb Mrs. 

" Yonr letter is fidi of petitions, andpions sonls 
are rery ìndustrious in fìnding reasons to forward 
them. St. Anthony decided once in a great conference 
with his monks, that dùcreHon is the first of ali Tirtues, 
and to oyerload oneself with prayers, may offend 
against that virtue in many ways. I will, however, 
grant you, Ist, that you shonld màke the five visits in 
honour of St. Joseph, provided they be not longer than 
a qnarter of an honr each, and do not follow yonr 
other Tisnal Yisits to the Blessed Sacrament, so that 
you do not remain for half an hour continually before 
the aitar. 2dly. That you should perform the novena 
for the Lmnactdate Conception by saying twelve Hail 
Maries, adding to each, ' Regina sine labe concepla ora 
prò ncbis,'* and no more. 3dly. That you should per- 
form the three days retreat. But you must pay atten* 
tion not to neglect any of your domestic duties, not to 
prolong any exercise beyond the half hour, viz., that 
neither reading, nor meditation, nor any other spiritual 
exercises, should go beyond that time; and that if yoa 
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feel it afìter the first or second day to be too much for 
you, you give it up altogether. As to the hour watch- 
ing before the Blessed Sacrament, I do not see that I 
can grant it for the present. The first time I bave the 
pleasure of seeing you, I will talk the matter over 
with you, and then we shall see what you can do 
about it. 

"As to your distractions they are not really so, 
because the fulfilment of your duties as the mother of 
a family, is the fulfilment of God's will; and Christ 
has said, that not every one vrho says ^Lord Lord ' 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but that he who 
does the will of our Father who is in heaven, he shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven. If God Almighty per*» 
mits you to be distracted with the care of your family^ 
He wants you to perform a little more the part of 
Martha, than that of Mary; and the former has 
brought a great many to heaven as well as the latter* 
You bave to fear nothing, then, from the many cares 
of your family. Offer them often to Almighty God in 
union with those of the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph, 
and every thing will be right. Be not discouraged at 
your ili temper or spirit of contradiction, but recoUect 
always the advice I gave you of having a little patience 
with your own defects and faults, because it is not an 
easy work to become a saint, and to get out of our 
misery. You are not to imagine that the saints 
become so in a few days, or by resolutions only, but 
by persevering in a desperate battle against their self 
love and corruption. So you are not to think yourself 
privileged above them. Have patience with yourself, 
and you shall in the end obtain the victory. 

" Remember me kindly to ali your good family, and 
believe me always 

" Your most obedient servant in Christ, 

"A. Gentili." 
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The next letter wliìch he addxessed io the same 
person on the feast of St. Aloysius, is dìrected to teach 
her in what solid Christian perfection does reallj confiist, 
and how a soid attains to yirtuous habits. 

" My dear Sister in Christ, whose holy grace, light, 
and charity, be always with us. Amen. 

" Now I begin to say for yonr consolatìon, that / do 
reàUy hdieoe that the day will come when you shall be 
recdly good, But I must repeat to you what I have 
already said other times, namely, that goodness is the 
resnlt of possessing ali Christian virtues, but that 
virtues are habits, and habits cannot be acquired in a 
few days or weeks, that we cannot expect consequently 
to become gòod in a few days, or months. You may 
recollect that when you were at school, you did not 
acquire the habit of playing on the pianoforte, or sing- 
ing, or of any work in a few days, and that sometimes 
you thought, perhaps, that you could never succeed in 
leaming several things, which afterwards you did 
leam. Now I must teli you that it is much more 
di£icult to learn how to practise humility, patience, 
charity, &c., than to leam any art or science. So have 
patience with yourself. To wish to become good at 
once, in order to redeem the lost time, would be the 
same as to pretend to leam a language in a few days, 
because one has been negligent in his lessons for several 
months or years. You say that since you saw me you 
have done '' no good at aUJ*^ But I say, first, that we 
do a great deal of good tvithout Us heing hnown; and 
secondly, that if you have not fallen into mortai sin, 
you have done a great good indeed, and if you have 
not fallen into voluntary venial sins, or but into a few 
of them, you have done a greater good, even because 
the real good is not to ofiend the It^imte Good. How- 
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erer, to feel so unhappy, because you do not ali things 
that you imagine Almìghty God wishes from you, is a 
temptation, and a little self-love. I say you imagine, 
because, for instance, I do not believe that Almighty 
Grod wishes from you that you should always eat what 
you Wse Uast. This may be a great indiscretion in a 
married lacfy, not to say that such a practice may 
gradually spoil your appetite and stomach, and ruin 
your health. That sometimes you shoidd mortify 
yourself in such a way is very commendable, but so to 
do always, / mwt decidedly forhid it you, Thus you 
see that your grief has no ground, and so likewise the 
fear that ali this i^ill be for your greater condemnation. 
' Do not believe,' says the Holy Ghost, ' every spirita 
bua try the spirits whether Ihey are from GocC* It is one 
of the arts of the enemy to make people believe many 
things to be from God which we cannot do, in order to 
disturb our mind, and discourage us altogether from 
serving God. Again, "when persons are not quite well, 
they have already their mortification sent to them by 
God, which is better than any voluntary one, and the 
saints during any illness gave up ali their penances. 
And I must add, that the marriage state for women is 
a sufficient penance, and for the most of the time a 
sufficient mortification, and that not little. To expect 
that you shall neve» be humble, arises from too much 
confidence in yourself, and it is against the virtue of 
hope, If you put your trust in God, you will find 
that what is impossible to nature is not only possible, 
but also easy to divine grace. 

" Believe me, always, whilst I implore over you and 
your family, the choicest blessings, 

" Yours in Christ, 

"A. Gentill" 
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For a greater confirmation of what he had stated in 
this letter respecting the manner of attaining the vir- 
tuous habits, on the feast of St. Lawrence he wrote to 
her again as follows, 

*' My dear Sister in Christ Jesus, whose holy gracet 
peace, and charity, may be always with us. You may 
write to me whenever you like, and propose any ques- 
tion whatever you like, but you must always recollect 
that sanctity is not the work of one day, nor of a reso- 
lution, and that discouragement many times arises from 
expecting to acquire habits, which must be purchased 
with great expenditure, at a very low price. The 
habit of any virtue cannot be acquired, but by many 
and many acts ; hence we are not to think that we 
may become Saints by resolving on becoming so only. 
And if we, finding after a few days that we cannot 
keep ouT resolutions, should conclude that we shall 
never be able to do so, we should be as wrong in our 
conclusions as if we should say that we shall never be 
able to become professors of music, because after a few 
days that we bave b^on to play or to sing, we cannot 
succeed in playing or singing like the best professon. 
Consider how ' the earth bringeth forth fruit, first the 
biade, then the ear, afterwards the full com in the ear.' 

" Now from this you see, first, that things must grow 
in the soul gradually, first the biade, then the ear, 
then the full com in the ear ; and, secondly, that there 
is a growth which we do not know, and which cannot 
be perceived till after many years. Now you would 
not feel yourself inclined to say that the filli com shall 
never be in the ear because it is not to be found in the 
biade. Moreover, Christ says, in the parable of the 
seed which is cast into the good ground, that they who 
are figured by this last shall bear fruit, not at once. 
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but inpatience, Have patience then. You must bave 
your ' sleep' and your ' rising,' and in tìme, fruit 
shall be found in abundance. 

" I insist always upon one point, because I know 
that the enemy disconrages many by this very impa- 
tience to do eveiythinff at once. 

** Pray for me, and believe me always, 

'* Yours in Christ, 

**A. Gentili.'* 

On the Sexagesima Sunday of the next year, 1847, 
-whilst he was engaged in preaching a mission at Stock- 
ton, he thus wrote to the same person* 

^'Stoekton, 
" Sexagesima Sunday, 1847. 
"Mt bear Sister m Christ, 

*' Now that the whole storm is passed, and I 
suppose that you are already up, and quite well, let me 
congratulate with you for the little angel the Lord has 
given to you. I hope that He will make him grow in 
grace and wisdom, as His Beloved Son, before Him and 
before men, that he, the little angel, may one day be 
one of the happy citizens of heaven, and increase the 
number of the subjects of the Eternai KingI I hope 
that you are quiet, and free from ali anxieties, either 
conceming your prayers, or any other thing that you 
would like to do better, or to be able to accomplish. 
Eecollect always that sanctity does not consist in 
praying, but in loving Grod above ali things, and our 
neighbour as ourselves, and that the love of God does 
not consist in feelings, or in keeping ourselves always 
in prayer and recollection, but in doing His will by 
keeping His commandments. Christ says, " he who has 
my commandmenis and keep$ them, he it is that loves mey 
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and he MU he laved hy my Faiker, and We mU eoms 
and moke omr abode in hmJ* He, then, wbo endeaTours 
to keep the conunandinents of Chrìst, advanoes in 
eanctity, becattse he adyances in the lore of Grod, which 
being, as divines teach, a laee cf prefereMe^ does noi 
consìst in bare affections, bnt in a determined will 
rather to lose ererjthing than offend Him in any way 
whatsoever. From this 70U will see that two great 
elements of Divine love and sanctitj are, first, the 
ayoiding erery occasion of sin, and, second, the fhlfil- 
ing ali the duties of one's own state. Now the chief 
duty of your state is the sanctification of your little 
iiock, and God Almighty has now sent to you another 
little lamb. It is very important that you shoold 
recoUect how fortìtude is the first virtue and praise of 
a saintly woman in yoiir state. So we read in the 
lesson for the Mass of married saints. ^ Mulierem 
fortem quis inveniet? procìd, et de ultimus fimbue pre- 
tium ejtu.^ Now f ortitude is to be employed, first of 
ali, in hearing our own defects; in never being dis- 
conraged, and in gradually overcoming ourselyes, that 
dying to ourselves, we may live to God, and find our- 
selves agaìn in Him. To bear our miseries without 
impatience and discouragement, is a great virtue, and, 
if we bave no virtue, let our first virtue be to bear 
with humility and patience our poverty and destitu- 
tion of every virtue. 

" Pray for me, and believe me always, 

" Yours in Christ, 

"AiiOTsros Gentiu." 

The last two letters which Father Gentili wrote ix> 
the pious lady, who used to set the greatest value upon 
his advice, tend to comfort her in her tribidations, to 
keep her finn to the point of fulfiilling the duties of 
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ber state with everj possible perfection, and to urge 
her aboye ali things to the practice of sincere Christian 
humilìty. The first of these bears the date of the 
feast of St. Lawrence, 1847, and is as foUows. 

" My dear Sister in Christ, whose holy grace, peace, 
and charitj be always with us. Amen. 

" If Grod Almighty has visited your children with 
infinnities it is a good sign; because, first, as it is 
written, virtue is perfected in infirmity; and secondly, 
we read in the lives of several holy mothers, that 
Almighty God visited them very often, either with the 
infirmity or with the loss of their children. He 
deprived holy Job of them ali, and so also the mother 
of the Maccabees, and St. Symphorosa, and St. Feli- 
citas. Those, however, were eminent and extraordi- 
nary saints, and we are not treated like them, because 
we have not yet arrived at their great perfection. Let 
US, neyertheless, thank God for the little progress we 
have made, and if sometimes we find ourselres to have 
paused a little in the way of sanctity, or gone back, 
we are not to be discouraged. The people of God went 
backwards and forwards in the wildemess several 
times, but those who persevered entered at last into 
the promised land. The resolutions you have made in 
behalf of your children are very good, since it is cer- 
tain that mothers are blessed by the generation of chil- 
dren, if they persevere in their fidelity to Grod; and 
this depends a great deal on the care that mothers 
take to initiate them in the way to sanctity, and to 
fulfil this great mission they have from their state of 
sanctifying them and bringing them up for heaven. 
Now in order to begin to answer the many things you 
say concerning your soul, I must begin to lay down 
this principle, which you must never forget, viz : " that 
sanctity and progress in sanctity does not consist in 

18 



274 UFE OF THE UEV. AL0T81US GBMTIIJ. 

bavìng onr minds in a continuai act of remembiance or 
contemplation of GocL When we are in heaven we 
shall never be distracted, becaose we shall see Grod 
Almighty faceto face; but here on earth, we must at 
times feel the reaction of our infirmity and weakness, 
that we maj be humble, which is the foundation of ali 
sanctity. Christ has said: *He tcho hot my command- 
ments and heeps theniy he it is that loves me.' He, then, 
who does not break the commandments of God is the 
true lover of God, Now jou saj that you belicTe that 
you do not really wilfully do anything that you know 
displeases God, at least seldom, and in only small 
things. This ought to satisfy you for the present, and 
if sometimes, because of the distractions of the world, 
you canno t meditate, and pray, and walk in the pre- 
sence of God as you do at other times, you are not to 
think that you go back, that eyerything is lost, that 
you have no merit, and that you feel as if you had 
done no good whatsoever. The maxims of perfection 
say, in the beginning, that a Christian must not be 
vexed or discouraged if esternai things make us, at 
times, feel their power, and distract us for a little ; but 
that he must return to himself, and repair his union 
with God, and continue his journey. You must know, 
moreover, that as long as you are so afraid of going 
back as you say, there is no real danger whatever of ìt ; 
and as to your wish and prayer that you might some 
day be ready to suffer anything rather than not do in 
the smallest thing what God wishes, if you will haye 
patience with yourself, you will, no doubt, God 
Almighty assisting you, accomplish it. As to humi- 
lity, which you mention oyer again and again in your 
letter, ask it constantly from God and from His Blessed 
Mother, and if you will persevere in begging for it. 
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yon will obtain it, and will obtain it when your 
charity for God shall begin to be perfect, 
" Pray for me always, and believe me, 

" Yours truly, in Christ, 
*'A. Gentili." 

Here foUows the last letter which he addressed to 
ihe same persoiu 

" Bradford, 1848. 
" Feoèt of the Purification of the B. F. M. 

" You are always pilfering permission for prayers, 
but now you must recollect that you have got enough. 
Nothing better than prayers, but we must recollect, 
that huraility is the great ingredient of ali sanctity ; 
and a sincere act of humility is more valuable before 
God than many prayers, and more calculated to obtain 
patience, calmness, and every Christian virtue than 
many devotions read in books for our consolation. 
There is a great difference between knowing the theo- 
ries of Christian virtues and practising them, This we 
must do and not omit the other. He who is humble is 
a Saint, and few prayers are necessary to him in order 
tò be heard by the Lord. We see it in the prayer 
that the woman of Canaan made to Christ. She 
prayed first and was not heard ; she humbled herself 
and repeated her prayer in a very humble manner. 
Christ, who had seemed to despise her, heard her at 
once. So likewise He did with the Centùrion. He 
said, when Christ offered to go and visit his ser- 
vant, that he was not worthy to receive Him under his 
roof, and Christ performed instantly the requested 
miracle; and so the prayer of the crucified thief, and 
that of the Publican were heard, because coming from 
a profound sense of their humility. Endeavour then 
while you are so anxious about your prayers, to be so 
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likewìse in laying down more every year the great 
foundation of ali sanctity, that you may build its 
edifice on a finn rock. He who is hiunble has ali 
graces, and he who is hmnble has patience, meekness, 
self-denial, and every Christian yirtue ; he soon arrives 
at the perfection of charity, and begins to foretaste on 
earth the calmness and the happiness of heaven. 

*' Pray for me, that I may obtain so great a blessing, 
lest, while I preach to others, I should become a 
cast-away, 

" Your humble servant, 
" A. Gentill'» 



CHAPTER IX. 
father gentili retubns again to ireland — ^Husr 

SICKNESS AND DEATH IN THE IBISH METROPOLIS. 

CCXX VIL Although he had several times crossed 
the Channel on his way to various parts of Ireland, 
Father Gentili had never sojoumed long, as a mis- 
sionary, in the Irish capitaL Towards the end of 
Aprii, he and his coUeague, Father Furlong, retumed 
thither with the intention of making a lengthened stay, 
in order to preach missions similiar to those which had 
already taken place in the principal towns of England, 
and thus comply with the eamest wishes and entreaties 
of several persons, both lay and ecclesiasticaL In St. 
Audeon's parish Church, Dublin, on the first of May, 
they commenced their first mission, which lasted till 
the end of the month. After a short interval, they 
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'began another mission, of equal length, in the parish 
of Rathiniiies. Incredible were the exertions of the 
zealous missionaries, and according to written memo- 
rìals, prodigious were the operations of divine grace, 
as well as most extraordinary the beneficiai effects 
among the people. The confessionals were surronnded 
bj crowds desirous of approaching the tribunal of 
penance: some had the patience to wait at the Church 
door ali night, in order that, at the re-opening of the 
Church in the moming, their tum might come first. 
Many who had been for a long time enemies, and not 
even upon saluting terms, were seen to ask for mutuai 
reconciliation ; stoien goods were restored — ^houses of 
ili fame were closed — ^bad books and pictures were 
bumt — ^persons sinfulljr cohabiting together were 
united in lawful wedlock — and an end was put to not 
a few scandalous and sacrilegious disorders. Divers 
persons were moved to renounce the world altogether, 
and to consecrate themselres to the Lord's service. 
About a hundred Protestants were converted to the 
true faith ; and among the Catholics there was such an 
increase of fervour, that, during the two missions, it 
is calculated there were not less than forty thousand 
communions. A public and triumphant procession, in 
which the most Holy Sacrament was visibly carried 
for the first time since protestantism had commenced 
its reign in the island, was particularly impressive, and 
concluded the spiritual exercises. 

CCXXVIIL However useful these extraordinary 
toils might prove to the souls of others, they were 
evidently not calculated to promote Father Gentili's 
bodily welfare. It has been already observed more 
than once, that his constitution was naturally delicate, 
and that the frequent aUments through which he had 
passed, were any thing but presages of a long life. 
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Neither was it to be expected that in tlie process of 

time his health might become more sound and vìgorous ; 

since, from bis youtb, he had accustomed bbnself to a 

scanty diet, and that not very nutritious, abstainìng 

from tbe use of flesh, and wine. Moreover, the 

fervour of bis spirit induced bim to weaken bis body 

by sucb voluntary mortifications and penitential auste- 

rities, as disciplines, bair sbirts, vigils, and fasts. It 

was, tberefore, easy to predict tbat bis weak frame 

would not bold out long under tbe weigbt of tbose 

many labours and exertions, wbicb we bave already 

enumerated; witb grief bis superiors bebeld tbe deteri- 

oration of bis bealtb, and tbat bis strengtb of body did 

not keep pace witb tbe vigour of bis mind. Tbey bad 

several times endeavoured to persuade bim to go on 

witb greater moderation; and to give more rest and 

solace to bis attenuated frame. But eaten up by zeal 

for tbe salvation of souls, be eitber felt not, or cared 

not, for bis own perii and suffering; nay, be desired to 

lay down life for bis bretbren. Before bis last voyage 

to Ireland, tbe Fatber Provincial baving represented to 

bim bis need of repose, Fatber Gentili, witb cbaritable 

warmtb, replied, tbat feeling bimself quite well, be 

required no rest, more especially since Heaven bad 

invited bim as it were to redouble bis efforts, by fre- 

quent ofiers of new missionary undertakings : and so 

saying, be exbibited a long list of towns and places 

from wbicb requests bad come for tbe prompt exercise 

of bis evangelical zeal. Anotber time, bis superior 

tried to induce bim to dispense witb tbe Lenten fast 

during tbe mission; but, witb a boly dexterity, be 

eluded tbe suggestion of bis spiritual fatber, wbo 

somewbat reluctantly yielded tbe point. 

CCXXDL Notwitbstanding bis weak state of 
bealtb, about tbe commencement of September bis 



•UFE OF THE SEV. ALOTSIUS OENTIIJ. 279 

ardoiir nrged him to iindertake a third Dublin ndssion 
in the Parish Church of St. John. This edifice was 
situate in the poorest, and most insalubrious part of 
the city. In that particnlar quartei, there then pre- 
vailed the typhus fever, which had already carried oflf 
not a few victims, especially among the lower classes* 
On which account, several benevolent and discreet per- 
sona tried to dissuade him from preaching a mission in 
so wretched and dangerous a place. But the pious 
missionary, instead of givìng way to their advice, 
replied, that in mournful as well as in agreeable locali- 
ties, there were souls to be sayed, and he went on 
sermonizing, instructing, and administering the sacra- 
ments, as if his body had the strength and durability 
of bronze. Withal, on the 16th day of the aforesaid 
month, while seated in the confessional, he suddenly 
felt a yiolent febrìle attack, and finding himself un- 
equal to the attention required in the discharge of his 
ministry, he retired to his lodgings in the conventual 
abode of the Augustinian Fathers. Enyeloped in his 
cloak he reclined on a sofà until the return home of his 
coUeague, who, on leaming the symptoms of his indis- 
ppsition, yiz. shiyering fits, head ache, and debility, 
adyised him to go to bed without delay. With this 
counsel the sick man complied, in the hope that a night' s 
repose might restore his wonted energies. Howeyer» 
this expectation was not realized, for next day the 
patient grew worse: he was thenyisited by aphysician, 
who did not, it seems, think the distemper yery danger- 
ous. After a few days, without any remarkable 
alteration either for the better or the worse, an inflam- 
mation in the throat began to deyelope itself : but this 
was soon checked by medicai remedies, so that on the 
24:th, the patient appeared out of ali danger, and 
nearly conyalescent, to the great joy of his acquaint- 
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ances and fHends, who were alarmed at the perii <^ 
losìog 8o great a man* 

CCXXX. Alasi liow yainare human hopesl On the 
evening of the same dajr, the feyer vìolentljr retnmed, 
and renewed the giief and despondency of the assistants, 
for the sick man's pnlsation beat so rapidly, that ali 
the nerves and fibres of his body were kept in con- 
tinnal motion* His colleague, Father Furlong, was 
prevented from remaining with him dnring that day, 
owing to his being obliged to attend to the spiritual 
vants of some poor people, vho were on the point of 
emigrating to America. His place, however, was amply 
snpplied by a pious Matron, who, out of respect for the 
sick missionary, joined the Infirmarian in snpplying 
his wants, with matemal and religious afiection. As 
the distemper increased in maligni ty, a medicai con- 
sultation, to which was invited a Doctor of great repnte, 
was held, and it was nnanimonsly decided that, either 
amelioration or death would take place, in a few honrs. 

CCXXXL While every possible assistance was 
afforded to the ailments of the body by fresh remedies, 
which seemed to relieve, the care of the sick man's 
soni was not n^lected. The reception of the last 
sacraments was proposed, and to this proposai he most 
cordially acceded. To Father Furlong, with singnlar 
sentiments of piety and compunction, he made a gene- 
ral confession of his whole life; after which, the most 
Holy Yiaticum and Extreme Unction were adminis- 
tered. Although he had been in a delirium the whole 
of the previoua day, during the performance of the 
Divine mysteries, he recovered, and retained unto the 
end his presence of mind. While his in&rmity lasted, 
his attendants remarked the three folloiKÓng circum- 
stances: first, that he never gave a sign of disgust, or 
uttered a word of impatience: and when asked if he 



UFB OF THE KEV. ALOYSIUS GENTIU. 281 

felt pain, he alwajs answered that "he suffered no- 
thing," although ìt clearlj appeared that his sickness 
must haye afflicted him not a little. Secondly, he was 
as docile as a chìld in eyerything prescribed, whether 
for body or souL Thirdly, that even in his ravings, 
his expressions alv^ays referred, either to his Superior 
General Bosmìni — or to his missions — or to other simi- 
lar pious occupations. Mrs. Dolan, the beforementioned 
charitable matron, relates how the night preceding his 
deathy he imagined himself addressing a congregation 
assembled in the Church, and that, though his voice was 
weak, yet he continued to talk with a certain energy, 
for a long time, on the inefiable ways of Divine Provi- 
dence towards men; also how he declared the doctrines 
of the Catholic Church relative to the Theological vir- 
tues, Faith — Hope — and Charity, as well as to the grace 
of Jesus Christ; and how he concluded with words to 
the following efiect: "Let us ever bear in mind the 
prime end for which we were created, and direct there- 
unto perseveringly, ali our thoughts, words, and 
actions, whether of commission or omission." Then, as 
if about to bless his audience, he raised his hands, and 
with his right he made the sign of the cross: aftei 
which his arms fell as if lifeless on the bed. 

CGXXXIL Although he did not give vent to any 
complaint, he must have been greatly tormented by the 
buming fever which agitated his body during the night. 
At break of the following day, there appeared evident 
sìgns of approaching dissolution — such as a cold sweat 
sujflPusing his hitherto hot hands and face. Father 
Furlong, who had retired for a little rest, when ap- 
prised of his friend's condition, hastened to his bed- 
side, and no doubt felt his heart acutely pierced at the 
thought of his soon being left alone to labour in the 
vast mystic vineyard, by the departure of his beloved 
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companion for paradise. Seeing that mere human sno- 
oour was useless, he went ìmmediatelj to afièr up the 
Hol j Sacrì£ce, in arder to obtam irom on high, the 
grace necessary for hìs Mend's hist stmggle with the 
enemj, and to facilitate his transit firom earth to 
hearen. fietuming after Mass, he fonnd Father Gen- 
tili stili alive, bnt speechless — and motionless, except 
his ejes, which were occasionally lifted heaTenward, 
with an expression of faith, hope, love, and confidenee 
in God. The prajers for the agonizing were then 
recited, and the last absolntion with plenary indnl- 
gence in articulo mortU imparted to the dying. Ali 
these pions rites being accomplished, and having in a 
tranqnil dignified manner composed his members, the 
expirìng missionary, whose respiration had become diffi- 
cult, at length sweetlj breathed his last sigh, while the 
Augustinìan friars and other priests were prajing for 
him in the Church. 

*' The angels (as Mrs. Dolan adds in her account of 
Father Gentili's sickness and death) who watched 
around his bed, and the Queen of Angels (who was 
doubtless present) received his pure soni enriched with 
merits, and presented it to Christ for its crown of 
eternai bliss. For him I coidd not pray, but I peti- 
tioned the blessed spirits then assisting his soni, to 
succour me also at the teirible moment of mj departure 
from this wurld. Oh I felt myself to be in great and 
glorious company at the hour of that Sainfs death I 
To me it proved a great consolation, and it ever will be 
a subject of perpetuai Joy, to bave assisted that saint 
in his last moments. It was an honour and a privilege 
which many persons would bave coveted to enjoy, but 
the Lord in His mercy leserved it for me— -for me 
alone." 

CCXXXIIL Thus from earth's tearful ralley d^- 
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parted the Bev. Aloysius Gentili, on the 26th of 
September, 1848, at the age of forty-seven years, three 
months, and 12 days: of his mortai oourse, seventeen 
years had been consumed in the Institute of Charity ; 
thirteen years of his life had been spent as apostolic 
missionary in England; and about four years in the 
last office with which he was invested, as Itinerant 
Missionary. As far back as the year 1833, Gentili 
once said to a pious friend: " You will see, dear sister, 
that I shall terminate my days in England. Beg of 
the Lord that I may have the grace to die a martyr. 
01 what a consolation would it not be to give my 
blood for the conversion of souls redeemed by Jesus, 
and to die by the hands of the executioner 1" These 
words, if not literally, were partly veriiied; for com- 
bating valiantly against error and yice, he fell on the 
battle field of apostolic labour, with spiritual arms in 
his hands, sinking indeed, prematuiely under continuai 
toils, endured for charity and faith. 



CHAPTER X. 

LETTEES AND TESTIMONIALS CONCEKNING FATHER GENTILI. 

CCXXXIV. Before proceeding to describe the mag- 
nificent obsequies, and funeral honours publicly awarded 
to the deceased missionary, the insertion bere of cer- 
tain testimonials may not be irrelevant, to show the 
general sorrow elicited by Father Gentili's demise, as 
well as the esteem in which he was universally héld. 
Pividing them into two classes, we propose to give in 
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the first place, a select number written by devont lay 
persona; reserving for the second division, some episto- 
lary documenta from the Clergy, both secular and 
regular. We will begin with Mrs. and Miss Dolan's 
lettera, which vere addressed to the Mother Supe- 
rioreas of the convent at York, and which are replete 
with that tendemesa of sentiment, which ia so com- 
mendable in Catholic Ladies. 

''Dvblm, 2m Septeniber, 1848. 

"Dear Mother, 

" Although I am not just now in a fit condition 
for writing letters, yet I cannot refrain from sending 
these few lines, which I bave written under the tre- 
mendous tribulation with which it has pleased the 
Lord to afflict us in punishment for our sins, We were 
too unworthy to possess that great treasure — ^that dear 
Saint, upon this earth. O that we could begin at leaat 
to practise what he taught and preached at the cost of 
injuring his precious health — and even with the loss of 
his lifel That dear saint was discouraged by ali his 
friends from giving missions in St. John's church, but 
he nevertheless made a beginning. The day on which 
he commenced it, before leaving our house, I said to 
him: *That horrible place will kill you.' 'Killme? 
No:' he replied, ' there are souls to be saved in horri- 
ble aa well as in agreeable places.' That dear angel 
had no strength to resist the attacks of disease. He was 
a man of wonderful talent — a perspicacious mind — and 
of a warm and noble heart; but his body was wretch- 
edly weak, and wom out, &c" 

CCXXXV. "XHtòZtn, 21th Sepiember, 1848. 

"Dear Rev. Mother, 

'* my dear Mother, what shall I say about our 
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loss ? It has struck me in such a waj, that I can 
hardly believe it truel Wliat shall we do without 
him? Where shall we find another Abate Gentili? 
There is not another being like him in the world I 
What an affliction it is to think that he should be 
deprived of life in an age stili yigorous, in the midst 
of a career which stili seemed to hold out to him a 
long eidstence. But is it right that we should grieye 
because a saint is gone to receive his crown? and 
O what a crown I His toils and sufierings are now at 
an end; and I feel that if we bave lost a guide and 
friend upon earth, we bave acquired a powerful prò- 
tector in heaven. 

" My father, sister, and the other little ones, bave 
just returned from seeing the deceased. The body was 
vested with clerical robes, covered with flowers, and 
the countenance was placid and beautiful to behold. 
The bier was conveyed over the heads of the multitude 
by ten or twelve men, and the pressure was so great 
as to resemble the waves of the sea, and the expressions 
of sorrow are indescribable. I would bave undergone 
any privation to join the others, but I thought it was 
more than I could endure, &c." 

The next letter is from Mrs. Washington Hibbert, 
addressed to the Rev. Dr. Pagani. 

CCXXXVL " Bilton Grande, Od. m. 

"My dear Rev. Father, — I bave been wishing to 
write to you ever since the death of dear, saintly, Dr. 
Gentili, but I bave been so deeply grieved and afEiicted 
at our irreparable loss, that I bave not had the courage 
to do so ; but I am sure yow will believe how warmly / 
sympathise loith you in this heavy affliction. God ordy 
knows the extent of the loss / and aU my family bave 



286 LIFE OF THE BEV. AL0T8IUS GENTILL 

sttstained in otir saintlj dìrector^s deatL We Ofoe liiin 
so much ; and under God, he was entirelj the means 
of my dear husband's conversion ; and ever since he 
has been received into the one Holy Catholic Church, 
he has been longing so ardentlj to see his dear, valued 
friend to whom he was so mach indebted, and to con- 
siilt him on manj points ; but this blessing was denied 
him. Howerer, we must be grateful to Almightj God 
ali the days of our lives for having, in His infinite 
mercj and goodness, permitted us the inexpressible 
grace and farour of enjoying the iriendship of so great 
and hoìj an apostle as blessed Dr. Gentili. Certainly 
England has lost its brìghtest omament, as far as reli- 
gion is concemed. 

"We had a solemn Requiem Mass celebrated fbr 
dear Dr. Gentili, on Monday; not that I think he 
requires ùur prayers, (for I firmly believe that he is now 
interceding for us, his poor disconsolate children and 
penitents, at the throne of mercy and grace,) but it is 
the last act of respect and gratitude we shall erer be 
permitted to pay him in this world, and this is what 
Mr. Hibbert and I seem most anxious to do. 

" Many thanks, my dear Rev. Father, for your kind- 
ness in allowing Father Hopkins to come here on Satur- 
day ; it is a favour for which we are most obliged, and 
we are delighted with him, he is so good and so humbley 
he always gives us great edification. 

" I am very anxious to know if the holy relics of 
this 8econd ' St Ahr/sius* have been brought over to 
this country. I do hope you will not allow them to 
remain in Ireland ; and if you should translate them to 
RatclifTe to be deposited there, Mr. Hibbert and 
I would consider it the greatest privilege and blessing 
to be permitted to attend the funeral service. But 
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IhU we must submit to your indulgence and good 
judgment 

'^ Believe me always, my dear Rev. Fatber, 
** Yonrs sincerelj grateful and respectfuUj in Christ, 

'^ Julia Hibbert." 

The following was addressed to the Rev. Father 
Pagani by the Superioress of a convent, distinguish- 
ed for pietj and discipline: 

CCXXXVIL " Setivm + Mm 

"A.M. D. G. 

^'Thoughts penned as a tribute of gratitnde to the 
memoiy of the beloved, revered, and ever to be 
lamented, Father Aloysius Gentili. 

'' Though ali Christian and religious yirtues groxmded 
on profound hmnility and rigid self-denial, were con- 
spicuous in the character of this yenerable servant of 
God, it seemed that ardent charity to God and his 
neighbour, and extraordinary devotion to the glorious 
mother of God, shone most brilliantly in him. 

" The fire of divine love which burned in his own 
breast animated each word of the heavenly instructions 
he so often gave us. He had a singular talent for 
enlightening and convincing the minds of his hearers ; 
floods of light seemed to pour into the soni when lis- 
tening to the words of life that fell from his lips. His 
first retreats made so lasting an impression on the 
mind, that it seemed as if the Sun of Truth had been 
previously eclipsed, and that it had been reserved to 
this holy missioner to disperse the cloud which had 
enveloped it. For God alone he lived and breathed, 
and to extend the reign of His pure love in ali hearts 
seemed his only aim. It may truly be said of Father 
Gentili, that Uhe zeal of God's house devoured him;' 
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that burnìng flames consumed hìm. The evìls that 
were caused by heresy, schism, and infìdelìty, weigbed 
heavily on bis mind, and fot tbe last few montbs of bis 
mortai career, bis prolonged exile seemed to bim a mar- 
tyrdom. £ut bow express bis ardent filial loye for 
Mary? Tbis revered Fatber seems to barebeen raìsed 
up in tbese latter days to revive solid devotion to 
beaven's lovely queen. He maintained ber prerogatives 
witb dignity and unwearìed ardour; on her praises be 
loved to dwell; it was always sweet to bim to speak of 
bis dear Motber, (as be said,) to wbom, under God, be 
was indebted for ali tbe graces be bad received. Tbou- 
sands may bless tbe day tbey first beard bis exborta- 
tions to take Mary for tbeir motber. Tbe great devo^ 
tion and love for tbis Blessed Motber, now so remark- 
able in one of tbe principal coUeges in tbis country, 
owe tbeir origin to Fatber Gentili's first retreat amongst 
tbem. Tbis tbe members tbemselves acknowledge; 
and, moreover, add, tbat every blessing bas followed; 
tbat tbeir present bappiness and prosperity, are, under 
God, owing to tbe labours of tbis apostolical man 
amongst tbem ; for never was be weary in incnlcating 
solid devotion to tbe Immaculate Motber of God. A 
Superioress of a religious community once asked tbe 
boly Fatber to preacb in tbe convent cbapel; be 
instantly assented, and dwelt for a very considerable 
lengtb oftimeonbis favourite subject: 'Devotion to 
Mary.' Tbe Superioress afterwards discovered tbat 
the good Fatber was suffering from indisposition; sbe 
humbly apologised for having asked bim to preacb, 
and expressed ber regret tbat he should bave fatigued 
bimself by giving so lengthened a discourse. He 
replied: * Oh, bow could I feel tired when I bad such 
a subject to speak onl' Tbrough the Motber, be con- 
ducted souls to ber divine Son Jesus, in whom ali bis 
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love, ali his liopes were centei^d; and, Oh, who can 
forget the reverential conduct of this lamented Father 
in the presenoe of the most adorable Sacramenti The 
tone of his voice, every action, spoke of that lively faith, 
that ardent love vith which he was anìmated. In how 
many plaoes has he not renewed the custom of frequent 
often, of daily commiinion! Ali who heard him, ali who 
saw him, may ever bless our boimtiful Creator for snch a 
boon I Bnt if ali ranks and conditions have reason to 
be thankfìil, religious persons should be foremost in 
their nnboxinded gratitude. What zeal, what charity, 
did he not display in his efforts to lead them to the 
perfectìon of their sublime vocationl A perfect reli- 
gious himself, living on this earth more the life of an 
angel than a human being, the old man as completely 
crucified and dead as is possible on this side of the 
grave; ali felt and knew that he practised ali that he 
preachedl Time only permits one sentence more to 
hundreds that might be added. May the seeds by his 
hands sown, fructify and bring forth iruit that may 
multiply a thousand fold; and thus, till time shall be 
no more, may new gems be daily added to that never- 
fading crown of glory, which, doubtless, has now long 
been the portion of this venerable servant of Christ ia 
the reabns of bliss above." 

The following letters were written by some nuns to 
the said Superioress: 

CCXXXVIII. " A. M. D. G. 

" Words cannot express how profound, how lasting, 
was the impression made upon the minds and hearts of 
those who had the happiness of assisting at the spiri- 
tual exercises of the deeply-lamented, and never to be 
forgotten, Dr. GentilL 

"While listening to his sublime instructions, the 

19 
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mind seemed transported into some new regìon, 
whence viewìng, in the clear and beautiful picture his 
masterly band had drawn, tHe grandeur of our hoìj 
religion, the majesty of its dogmas, and the sublimily 
of the end of ever j Christian soul, it was constrained 
to acknowledge that its yocation was indeed an exalted 
one. The most striking thing in the saintly Doctor's 
eloquence, was the divine inspiration that breathed 
throughout. He presented the truths of faith in a 
new and ahnost dazzling light; he spoke to the under- 
standing; fìilly convinced and satisfied that faculty, 
and then the will, as if constrained hj some irresisti- 
ble power, felt unable to withhold its consent from 
what he proposed. Yet in the midst of ali this, the 
preacher did not appear; or if he did appear, it was 
only as the inspired organ of the Holy Ghost speaking 
the truths of religion, and laying down the maxims of 
the gospel with the authority of one invested from on 
high. His utter contempt of human applauso and 
human respect, showed that he preached not himself 
but his Divine Master. His retieat was calculated to 
leave an indelible impression. He sought in his 
various discourses, with ali the deep persuasiveness of 
his extraordinary eloquence, with ali the force of his 
cogent reasoning, and with that unction of spirit so 
peculiar to him, to show* forth the end of our being, 
dwelling with great energy on the yearnings of the 
human heart after happiness, and bewaìling with deep 
pathos the blindness of those who falsely imagine to 
find that happiness in limited goods; then he would, 
with playfiil sarcasm, hold up to contempt the follies and 
vanities of the world, dividing its votaries into three 
classes: those who sought happiness in power, wisdom, 
and pleasure. He showed the utter impossibility of 
those things, though possessed in the highest degree, to 
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satisfy the heart of man, which infinitude alone could filL 
Then with that authority and power which notbìng conld 
resist, he would insist on the necessity of the souPs seek- 
ing ìts happiness in God alone. There was something 
deeply impressive in the manner in which he spoke of the 
sublimity of man's souL The soni, he said, was created 
to share the very attributes of the Divinity; ita ambi- 
tion should be satisfied with nothing less than the pos- 
session of the power of God omnipotent, its desire of 
knowledge gratified with the veiy wisdom of God, and 
its love of pleasure fuUy satiated in the enjoyment of 
the eternai beauty, and riches, and bounty, and good- 
ness of that Being whose infinite perfections alone 
could fili the soul's capacity. So yividly did he seem 
to feel the eternai truths he uttered, and so deeply 
penetrated was he with the unsubstantiality of ali 
created things, that he imparted something of his spirit 
to those who heard him. There was nothing studied 
in his words or manner; he seemed rather to be speak- 
ìng under some divine infiuence, yet the clearness and 
beautiful arrangement of his discourses made it ahnost 
ìmpossible to forget them. He was accustomed to 
recali, in few words, the preceding discourse ; then he 
would continue to develope his subject, illustrating it 
with beautiful examples and striking sentences from 
the sacred Scriptures and holy Fathers with whom he 
was perfectly familiar. The good seed which the holy 
Doctor so abundantly sowed in his retreat was not 
destined to fall profitless. It produced a rich return 
of fruita. A complete change was wrought, not only 
in the sentiments and ideas, but likewise in the con- 
duct of many. To some even it was doubtless a means 
of eternai salvation, for they died soon after in most 
edifying sentiments of piety." 
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CCXXXIX. 

"Deakest Rev. Mother, 

" It is under sensations of no ordinaiy nature 
I liBsten to comply with the desire you have expressed 
in reference to our beloyed, deeplj lamented, and 
saintly Dr. Gentili, feeling as I do tbat saints onl j are 
competent fitlj to treat of saints, and conyinced as I am 
that whatever can be said will fall far short of the 
reality. I do not deem it an easy task to convey any- 
thing like an adequate idea of the many virtues and 
qualifications of this eminent servant of God. From 
the happy period of his first blessed yisit to St. 
Mary's there has been but one idea dwelling amongst 
US with respect to dear Dr. Grentili, the impression of 
his eminent sanctity. Who could inhale the sweet 
odours of the many virtues that fiourìshed in him, and 
not participate in the feelings which the diffusion of 
their fragrance was naturally calculated to inspire? 
Who could behold him in almost prostrate adoration 
before the Blessed Sacrament, and not feel the inward 
lamp of their faith re-enkindled and increased? Who 
could see him kneeling in private prayer, and not feel 
themselves forcibly drawn into the presence of that 
Divine Being in whom his whole soul seemed centred 
and absorbed? Nothing but obedience could tear me 
from the Chapel when Dr. Gentili was there; for to 
see him in prayer was more to me, and did more in 
reality for me, than the study of the most lengthened 
treatise on the subject could do. Who could look upon 
him otherwise than as one eminently gifted, both by 
nature and grace — one in whom qualifications and 
endowments of the highest standing were united with 
the most attractive engaging condescension and sim- 
plicity of manners? Always cheerftd, afiable, easy of 
access, gentle, and humble in his whole deportment. 
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such it evidently was bis study (with the great Apos- 
tle,) to become ali to ali, that he might gain ali to Him 
vrhose minister and servant it was his own happy privi- 
lege and glory to be, An utter stranger to self, he did 
not seem to know what it was to consult, for a moment, 
his own ease or convenience ; always ready to sacrifice and 
lend himself to the cali of charity, deeming it a happìness 
and glory to spend himself, and be spent, for the good of 
his neighbour. In private he was a true Father, a kind 
consoler, an able physicìan, and experienced guide; 
insìnuating, meek, and engaging, he conld draw the 
whole soul to unburden itself with ease to him — could 
elucidate the most obscure points with the utmost 
facility, drawing the heart by the powerful attraction 
of sweetness, gentleness, and tranquil charity, to the 
relish and pursuit of ali perfection. Dr. Gentili was 
not only humble, but a lover of humiliation, which he 
considered as the solid foundation and support of that 
lovely, but difficult virtue, as also the shortest road 
to its attainment. He told me he had made an abstract, 
or practical compendium of Rodengue's Treatise on 
Humility, for his own use. 

" I wish I could fitly paint Dr. G.'s angelic modesty, 
his religious recollection, his easy reserve, his custody 
of senses ; the guard he kept on his eyes I particularly 
remarked. With what pleasure can I recali the delight- 
ful hours he passed with usi So gentlemanly, yet 
so saintly, his conversation full of instruction, of pious 
anecdote, and stimulus to ali virtues, in tum always 
cheerful and rejoicing, but evidently in the pre- 
sence of God. Telling him, in course of private com- 
munication, of the extreme difficulty I perceived wìthin 
me to contradiction, or a slighting word here and there 
received, he would immediately descend to a level with 
me, detail his own repugnances for my encouragement. 
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and then show me so sweetly what method he pursued, 
in order to overcome, thus seizing an opportunity of 
practising the virtue he was endeavouring to foster in 
me. Of his sublime eloquence scarcely a tnie picture 
can be drawn. In Dr. Gentili eloquence did not seem 
the result of studj, or an acquirement, but as naturai 
to him as to breathe or walk, &c No preparation was 
needful to him. After being engaged for hours in the 
Confessional, he could enter the Chapel, invoke the 
aid of the Holy Spirit, and deliver some of the most 
exquisitely beautiful discourses that were ever given to 
human lips to utter, seemingly with as much ease as if 
he were in [merely common conveisation — sublimity 
and extent, weight and importance of subject. His 
delivery so pleasing and attractive, every expression so 
admirably chosen. Not a word of poetic prose; ali 
pure Gospel style, beautiful beyond description. Sub- 
limely simple. And then the dignity and grace of his 
action. Some competent excellent. judges said that 
Dr. Gentili's every action was fit for the pencil 
of a sculptor. Indeed, this impression was so preva- 
lent, even among Protestants, that in the Retreat 
given at Blake Street, the conductor of the school 
of design, sent his pupils to the Chapel, for the 
express purpose of seeing the grace and beauty of 
his action. If miracles be required for this dear 
saint's canonization, we have the most unquestionable 
miracle before us in the immense amount of good 
effected by his instrumentality. Who was it that first 
enkindled that flame of devotion to our sweet blessed 
Mother, which is now increasing and spreading its 
sweet influence over the whole of heretic England? 
Had the dogma of her Immaculate Conception ever a 
more zealous defender and propagator than dear saintly 
Pr. Gentili? And who was it that first stood forth as 
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the iindaunted champion, defender, panegyrist, and pro- 
moter of the Religious state? How manj spouses 
of the Lamb will shine as brilliant gems in his crown, 
and acknowledge that to him, under God, they owe 
their snrpassing dignìty and happìness for etemity? 
In Dr. Gentili the Church lost one of her brightest 
omaments, and ablest supporterà in this country. Did 
not faith assure us that the blessed will of our good 
God is best for us, and our only real good, one might 
be inclined to repine and grieve that so bright a lumi- 
nary had set for ever to our horizon. He might bave 
exclaimed, as he finished his course, I bave fought the 
good fìght, I bave kept the good faith, &c. Cut off in 
the filli tide of his glorious career, hewn down in the 
yery zenith of his might, he fell in his proper place, the 
battle-field, with his arms in his band, and his armour 
by his side. Since we were to lose him, I can rejoice 
that he fell as he did, a yictim to his buming charity and 
zeal, amid and for the poor of Jesus, he laid down his 
precious life. May my soul die of the death of the 
just, and may my last be like unto bis." 

The foUowing is from Father Gentili's pious and 
intimate friend, Mr. Ambrose Lisle Phillipps, of Grace 
Dieu. 

CCXL. ^^ Bdton Grange^ 

" Feast of the SUgmas of St. Francis, Od. 4, 1848. 

"My vert Dear Father Pagani, 

" Inscrutable are the ways of God. The death 
of our beloved friend and Father in Christ, Dr. Gentili, 
was what, of ali things, I least expected. I should 
bave thought that his career was rather beginning than 
ending. At least, when one thought of the spiritual 
wants of England, and of his wonderful power to 
relieYe them, I flattered myself that he woxdd bare 
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been spared, for many and many years, to gain souls 
to Christ But alasi we were not worthy of this 
blessed Saint, ' Consummatus in brevi explevit tem- 
pora multa.' He had won bis own crown, and we 
were not worthy to detain him from wearing it. His 
I088 to England, and to the Order of Cbarity, is quite 
irreparable; but to myself personally it is a dreadfùl 
blow, a terrìble affliction. In losing him I haye lost a 
spiritual Father, a most sincere and afiectionate friend, 
and a most kind adviser. N^othing can ever replace 
him to me in this world; and my only comfort is to 
invoke his prayers. I now continually ask our Lord 
for grace; 'per merita carissimi Patris Aloysii et per 
intercessionem ejus;' and in doing so I feel that sweet 
cairn that gives assurance of my dear friend's love and 
protection being stili youchsafed to me. Yes, I am 
convinced that he who took such a lively interest in 
US when he was on eaith, will not forget us now that 
he is in heaven. . My dearest Laura is quite inconsola- 
ble at his death; she did nothing but shed tears for 
several days after she heard of it. It was, and ever 
will be, a sad thought that we should not bave seen 
him once more. 
** I am ever, 

" My very dear Father Provincial, 

" Your affectionate Servant in Christ, 

"Ambrose Lisle Phillipps,'* 

In another letter Mr. Phillipps thus describes Father 
Gentili's method of life at Grace Dieu: — 

CCXLL " Garmdon Park, 

''Aprii 20, 1850. 
My dear Father Provincial, 

Nothing could be more edifying or more truly 
apostolical than the whole tenoni of Father Gentili's 
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life, and every thing about it sayoured of perfection and 
of a TÌrtue of no common d^ree. What particularlj 
Btruck me, was the perfection with which he performed 
aU the daUy routine of bis ordinary actions: never 
omitting anjthing, however oppressed with business, 
or wearied with fatìgue, and doing everjthing so weU^ 
the least no less than the more important acts of duty. 
What was yery stiiking in that good man, was, that he 
never seemed to forget himself, nor the great end which 
ought always to be uppermost in our hearts: hence, 
though a most agreeable companion in conversation, 
quite able to enter into every question of Literature or 
Folitics, or Science, with more than common ability, 
he yet never spoke on these subjects in the way that 
mere men of the worJd do, bnt his discourse was always 
that of the man of God, the man of Faith, who saw 
his Grod ever present, and who perpetually felt that he 
had a great and good Master to serve, and that he 
could do so not only on great occasions, but in little 
ones, and that the object and end of Christianity was 
to sanctify the whole man, and to pervade every portion 
of his nature, and to influence ali its acts. This was 
why, while people loved Father Gentili, they also 
revered him, and that ali, who shared his conversation, 
felt not only the happier but the better for it. His 
words and his look, and his whole deportment, brought 
God home to ali around him, and made them feel at 
peace, becaùse it made them draw nearer to God, who 
is the only source of true peace. The life of Father 
Gentili was truly a sublime life, a life of perpetuai 
self-sacrifice. The more it is known to the faithful, 
the more will it stir up in their hearts the love of God 
and of ali goodness and virtue, &&" 

The following is extracted from an article inserted 
"by Mr. Lucas in the Tablet 
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" We half repent our last .week's promise, to say a 
few words on the death of this iUustrioiis priest, so 
unequal to the subject do we feel ourselYes ; and jet it 
would hardly be becoinìng, to allow so important an 
event to pass by, even with the appearance of neglect 
or indìfTerence. We confess, however, that we approach 
the subject with distnist, and feel in part disqualified 
for the task that falls to us, even by the personal know- 
ledge we had of the deceased, and the respect and 
regard we bore him. We estimate too highly, both 
his peculiar function, and his character, to feel quite at 
our ease in touching what we so much reverence. 
What a change to tum from the current events of the 
day, from politicai strifes, to the graves of men, whose 
meanest actions are gilded with celestial fire. Of snch 
an one, the Church says, * This is the man, who before 
God, worked great works, and with his whole heart, 
offered up praises to ihe Lord. He shall intercede for 
the sins of ali the people. A man without reproach ; 
a true worshipper of God; keeping himself from every 
evil work; and dwelling in his innocence.* Truly for 
Buch a man, it is better that his works should praise 
him, than that unhallowed tongues should break silence 
on his behalf. But indeed it is not on his behalf we 
must speak ; nor in the yain hope of adoming a great 
name with a few idle and transitory words. If we 
wish aright, we can only wish to point, as best we 
may, the moral of a pure and holy life, and by making 
it, — ^if we could be so fortunate, — live one day longer 
in the memory of some, to co-operate with the noble 
aspirations which made the being of his days. What 
we would do, if it were possible, would be to prolong, 
if but for one hour, the strain of heavenly music, 
which from his lips and life has entered into the souls 
of thousands; and by speaking of his worth to those 
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in whom it has not entered, to stir up even them to an 
imitation of one whom they may at least foUow after, 
if they cannot hope to equal. The life of Dr. Gentili, 
with his brethren, marks an aera in the history of this 
corner of the Church. We have many Italian priests 
amongst us, thank God, of different orders and com • 
munities. But we speak of them as one body, and of 
him who is dead, as one whom from that body God has 
singled out by death as a representative of the whole 
class, thiis drawing our attention to their labours and 
their ftinctions. When we think of him, onr mind 
wanders back to the Italy of other days. We think of 
twelye hundred years figo, when another idolatry pro- 
faned this island; when the faith of Christ «was not 
knownhere; when the spiritual empire of St. Peter 
included not this island in its embrace ; when onr fore- 
fathers bent down in worship to devils and not to God; 
and when from a distant shore 'Augustine and his 
companions, being as it is reported nearly forty men,* 
hallowed the Isle of Thanet with their foot-prints, and 
planted the tìiristian mysteries among a barbarous and 
untaught people. What then took place amongst us, 
is now beginning to be repeated. The true faith ex- 
pelled, spit upon, trodden down, martyred, and to the 
utmost limits of man's power extirpated by the sword, 
by fire, by prisons, by treachery, by torture, by ali evil 
acts, now raises its head, and begins once more to be 
heard among the fierce people of the North. The 
Saxon once more begins to understand, that the wor- 
ship which blind men haye taught him blind, is not the 
worship of God; that a lie has filled his soul; and that 
he has grasped falsehood with his right band ; that the 
beliefs, the hopes, the fears, the hatreds, the loves, the 
prejudices of three hundred years, are false and idle ; 
that^all is Yoidwithin him; that he has been fed ali 
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tliis while wìth the east wind, and tliat his sotil lias 
become lean and barren wìth such unprofitable food. 
The cycle of trinmphant error has run its conrse. 
The fdlness of time has come upon us, and Gk>d once 
more sends us the heralds of His faith from the same 
land, across the same mountains; from the same city; 
from the same See; from a Pope, bearing the name, 
and swelling with the thoughts of hhn, who twelve 
hundred jears ago laid the first stones of the English 
Apostolati The fulness of time is proved, not only 
by the coming of the mìssionaries, but by the success 
of their labours; by the readiness of their reception; 
by the deep attention with whic];^ men give ear to their 
words ; by the sinners whom they have converted, and 
whom they convert daily ; by the zeal which they stir 
up; by the fire which they everywhere enkindle in the 
souls of men, whom, predestined to salvation, the Lord 
mercifuUy addeth to His Church. And when after 
great labours and mighty conquests over sin, God 
gathers to his fathers, though in a dìstant land, one of 
the foremost of this band of missionaries, who can help 
looking back to the former time, and bethinking him of 
that day of mouming, when from the just converted 
Angles, Grod withdrew their earliest instructors? And 
if this ìs so in the general, how has it been in the 
particidar ìnstance now more specially before us? 
Surely, he too, has borne a noble part in this great 
task. He càme amongst us from anoth^ country, 
another speech, other manners and habits of mind. 
He came among classes of men eaten by divìsions; 
split into parties and coteries; filled with jealousies, 
envies, scandali He found amongst us difierent races, 
many hatreds, and, is it so? few loves. In what he 
saw, and in the naturai prepossessions of an Italian 
ecclesiastic, trained up £fteen or twenty years ago, he 
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found everytliing to confuse people, and misdirect liini. 
Happily from the begìnning we imagìne he saw the 
tmth. The very order of which he is a member, was 
a sort of instruction to him, to see the true bearings 
of the social problems of the day, on the interests of 
religion wìthin and without, in this country, as well as 
in other portìons of the globe. Hence it was, that 
from the beginning, the members of his Order bave 
spoken to the people; bave endeavoured above ali 
things to reach the hearts of the masses; conscien* 
tiously or unconscientiously, bave spoken to the sym- 
pathies of the poor, not as absolving them from law 
and necessary restraint, but as raìsìng them up to the 
dignity of law, and freeing them from ali other fear; 
speaking also to the rich, rebuking the luxuries of the 
time, denouncing mammon worship, and tearing them 
down from the high places of their selfish enjoyments, to a 
more proper understanding of their dignity, duty, and 
position, Dr. Gentili is to be considered, not only as a 
preacher, but in his influence upon those with whom 
he conversed in private, which was not sHght. In both 
characters the eamestness and fervour of his manner, 
the firmness, courage, and rectitude with which he 
urged the truths or opinions he had to utter, gave 
them the greatest weight. His unflinching honesty of 
purpose, his evident resolution, to teli the whole truth, 
where necessary, however, or to whomsoever, it 
might be harsh, or unpalatable; the courage with 
which he faced mobs when they were wrong, as weU as 
the opinions and prejudices of society, when he knew 
them to be pemicious, or dangerous; the conviction 
which every one felt who heard him, that he was not 
playing a part, or trying to eam favour, or careni 
about losing favour, or afìraid of man's censure, or 
anxious for any thing but to bring the truth home to the 
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heart and conscience of his hearers ; thia, jomed with the 
holiness of life, of which he had a trae report, wliich 
spoke in ali his features and gestnres, and was cariied 
upon the very tones of his voice, gave him, in the pul- 
pit, an influence such as we remember to have been 
enjoyed by no preacher in this country, in our time, or 
as far back as our enqniries extend. 

" Though a foreigner, and speaking with an accent 
-which, uritil the hearer was used to it, rendered neces- 
Bary a little unusnal attention, it is wonderful how he 
touched the hearts and consciences of the poor. Indeed, 
if -we must speak what we think, we should say, as a 
general statement, that he was more heartily loved by 
the poor than by those who cali themselves their bet- 
ters- The instinct from which, and to which he spoke, 
lay, as ali trae things do lie, deeper in the hearts of the 
poor. No doubt, rich, wealthy, and comfortable peo- 
ple, may have great holiness ; but to the poor the gos- 
pel is preached; they need it; they long and thirst 
for it; they can least endure a counterfeit gospel; 
they must have it in ali the awful plenitude of 
ita love and teirors; and that very destitute condi- 
tion which places them in such fearfiil proximity 
with the facts of this life, and with the Providence of 
God, makes them keen to detect any sham, imperfect, 
mutilated, unearnest, or merely scholastic or theoretic 
gospel that may be unhappily propounded to them. Eich 
people are pleased when they are flattered, when their 
consciences are soothed, when oil is poured on the fluc- 
tuations of their half awakened souls. For them life 
is a comfortable thing, fiom which hardships and aus- 
terity are carefully banished. But for the poor life is 
a terrible reality; either fidi of hardships, or with suf- 
fering at the next door; separated from purgatory, if 
at ali, by a very thin partition; and therefore little 
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tolerant of half truths, or half eamestness; capable, 
Grod knows, of being stone blind to relìgion, and bar- 
dened against its truths ; but net so capable of occupy- 
ing, with content, that miserable, lukewarm, interme- 
diate, position of indifference between good and evil, 
which is the infemal golf, that swallows up even more 
than the aristocracy, the purse-pride, mammon-wor* 
ship, and selfishness of the middle classes. 

^' New Dr« Gentili addressed himself directi j to this 
eamest and deep feeling of the poor. He spoke to 
them no half truths, no mere formai utterances, no 
vroids of oourse, no scholastic doctrines leamed by 
heart, and repeated by rote, no mere rhetoric, no fine 
sentences, no prepared discourses; but plain, homely, 
weighty truths poured out of a heart which studied 
them in the midst of austerities at the foot of the cross, 
and with a trenchant eloquence smote them into the 
hearts of those he addressed. Comfortable people were 
not always pleased with what he told them; and in 
London, the special abode of comfortable people, where, 
of aU cities on the face of the earth, the Churchès 
bave the least accommodation for the poor, and the 
poor the least means of coming to bear the word of 
God, and to save their souls — ^in London, we say, the 
inhabitants of the shilling pews held him, we believe, 
in less esteem than the hungering and thirsting poor 
who hung upon bis lips in other cities of this empire. 
Of this at least we are certain, that in London he felt 
bis missions to be not exactly failures, but yet failures 
compaiatively to bis success in other places. This we 
bave from bis own lips. Of course, to our Catholic 
readers, we need not say that, in speaking of ' suc- 
cess,' we do not mean human applause, the numbers 
of bis auditory, or the mere sensible gratificaiion pro- 
duced by bis discourses. He spoke of something far 
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more important and practical; of the fruii in the con^ 
fessional; of the evidence that carne before him, as to 
repentance, and amendment of life; of the numbers 
who seemed, for the moment at least, to be snatched 
from their evil ways, Tried by this test, his -visita 
to London gave him a certain disappointment, of 
-which he made no secret at ali to the present writer. 
His last efforts were in Ireland — in Dnblin. Of these 
vre bave heard in general terms; but from what we 
bave heard, there seems no donbt that in Ireland he 
was likely to bave enjojed a far greater influence than 
even in England. The private letters we bave 
receiyed from Ireland, show the high admiration of 
him that was entertained there, and the deep and bit. 
ter regrets that are felt at his nntimely death. 

" We bave spoken of Dr. Gentili's influence out of the 
ptdpit; and on this subject yre bave only a word to 
add. In his conversation abont public Catholic 
affairs, there was nothing so remarkable as his firm 
and invincible enmity to every kind of state interfer- 
ence with the Church, and to every encroachment on 
Canon Law, from whatever quarter it proceeded. In 
truth, on these questions, as well as on ali others, he 
was no respecter of persons ; and when there was neces- 
sity, he knew how to rebuke multitudes, as well as indi- 
viduai transgressors. But he had an habitual anxiety 
and dread of state interference with education, with 
charitable funds, or whatever else might be the matter 
in dispute. His whole weight in society, his entire 
ìn£uence on individuai minds, was in this direction, to 
resist the beginnings of evil, to excite alarm as to the 
intentions of worldly men; and he was eamest in 
pointing out how the Reformation itsélf was merely 
the summing up of successive encroachments like those 
which we are now advised to welcome; the inevitable 
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result of state aggression, wHich, havìngaucceeded mfact^ 
had in eack state acquired axithority over the consciences 
of the faithful, so that at least there needed onlj one 
firm and vehement impulsion to break off England from 
the Church of Grod* In this respect the dear Dr. 
Grentili wìll be deeplj felt; and we, in particnlar, shall 
feel, and, do feel, more than we can express, the loss 
of one whose opinions we were foimd to share, and 
from whom we haye alwajs received the warmest sym- 
pathy and encouragement in the conrse which it has 
been our lot to take. 

"May Grod have mercy oa his soult And may he, 
from his place in hearen, look down upon us struggling 
bere below, and by his prayers and intercession, give 
help a hnndredfold to the souls from whom he has been 
taken, and more especially to the community of which 
he was one of the most distingnished ornaments/' 



CHAPTER XI. 

C50NTINUATI0N OF THE SAME SUBJECT. 

Entering now upon the second series, we commence 
with the letter addressed by the deceased's inseparable 
companion, Father Furlong, to the Provincial of the 
Institute of Charity. 

CCXLIIL « DfMn, 26* Sepiember, 1848, 

"Mt deaely beloved Father m Christ, 

" Our venerated and holy brother slept calmly 
and sweetly in the arms of Jesus and Mary, this mom- 

20 
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ing, about twenty minutes after seven. Requìescat in 
pace. He laid down his life in the service of bis blessed 
Lord, standing on the battle plaìn with aims in his hand. 
Little did I anticipate ihat his labonrs were so soon to 

end. ' Fiat voluntas tua Deus meus et omnia P 

OuT Lord called him, the first of his brethren, over to 
England, and hath now been pleased to cali him, the 
first of ns, to the land of true existence. O what a 
felicity to be in the holy order of Religioni It will be 
consoling to hear from you or some of the brethreiu 
*' Asking yonr patemal benediction, 

I remain yonr most faithftd Son in Christ, 

"Moses Fdblong." 

The foUowing is from the pen of the Eeverend 
Emilius Belisy. 

CCXLIV. ''MeUoHy October, 1848. 

"Very deab Father Provincial, 

" It is not possible for me to express in words, 
how much I have been moyed and grieved by this 
morning's unexpected news of the death of our very 
revered father, Aloysius Gentili Up to this late 
hour of the day, at which I am writing, I have not 
been able to check my tears. No member of the 
Institute of Charity, with the exception perhaps of 
Olir dear father Fnrlong, lived so long with him, and 
under his guidance, as myself. Nor can I believe that 
any one could love and respect him more sìncerely than 
I did. My heart seems ready to burst at the idea of 
his death. My hope is firm that he is now in heaven. 

^' He had a perspicacious mind, replete with taste 
for the fine arts. He was uncommonly prone to mor- 
tifìcation, abstinence, fasting, and pious vigils: tena- 
cious of religious poverty, most devout towards God — 
his Blessed Mother, and the Saints, . He always spoke 
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of his supeiiors with great respect He tenderly pitied 
and relieved the poor as far as possible, cherishìiig for 
them a sincere and religìous sentiment of esteem. His 
defects (considering tbat he was a man) were ratlier 
excesses of zeal and fervour, than moral deficiencies. 
In fine, he ardently loved every object appertaining to 
Christian perfection. O my dear Gentili! what a loss 
for US I It is difficult to form a man so profoundly and 
so sublimely spirituaL When will the Institute pro- 
duce his equal in England? How difierent from our 
ways and judgments are the ways of Providence! 
Our poor father Furlong must feel himself half dead 
with grief. Now that I am writing, I do, what I per- 
ceive I haye been doing ali day long: that is, I can 
scarcely keep my attention fixed upon any thing. I 
am scarcely able to think, but of the great misfor- 
time that has befallen us. But God's most holy will 
be done, &c." 

To the Father General Rosmini, the Rev. J. B. 
Pagani wrote to the foUowing purport. 

CCXLV. ''Batcliffe CoUege, 

"28fA September, 1848. 
" Very Reverend and Most beloved Father General, 
"Half an hour ago, I received from Father 
furlong a letter announcing the death of our dear 
and saintly father, Aloysius Gentili. For the present 
I cannot write more, as tears fall from my eyes, my 
hand trembles, and my heart is most acutely pierced. 
At one and the same time I heard of his dangerous 
illness and death. Until yesterday, I had only heard 
of his slight indisposition, which the doctor thought 
would be succeeded by perfect health in a few days. 
This is an awful event for us, especially as the excellent 
deceased had acquired great experience, and notwith- 
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Standing the opposition of some, was generallj regarded 
as an object of admiration. Bnt patience is necessary : 
we bave always a Fatlier in God, who caimot impart 
but wbat is good to Bis cbildren, &c.^' 

In anotber letter, dated October 9tb, be says: 
" From ali sides, I bave received letters of condo- 
lence. But wbat affords me tbe greatest consolatìon is, 
tbat fiye EngHsb Bisbops bave written to me on tbis 
occasion, in terms of great esteem for tbe excellent 
departed. Tbis day's Tablet, also, contains matter 
sufBcient to compile a small book to bis memory. If 
bis biograpby were written as soon as possible, I tbink 
it would certainly tend to tbe glory of Grod, owing to 
tbe edification wbicb tbe Clergy and faitbfnl would 
derive tberefrom. Botb bere and in Ireland, tbere are 
tbousands, wbo sbew tbemselves desirous of seeing bis 
publisbed life. 

" Considering attentively bow our very dear deceased 
fatber gradually became so weak as to be tom from 
US after a few days of fever, I see clearly, tbat it must 
be attributed to tbe following causes ; first, to immense 
and unceasing labour. Principally of late years, bis 
toil was measureless ; not only because of bis continuai 
preacbing and bearing confessions, but also on account 
of bis extensive correspondence. Secondly, to bis very 
short repose, wbether by day or night, for a great part 
of tbe latter was spent in writing and praying. For 
my part, I did not fail to exhort and conjure bim to 
moderate bis labours, and to take a little rest; but tbe 
zeal wbicb devoured bim, made bim believe bimself 
stronger than be really was, and bindered bim from 
yielding to my requests. Tbe same day tbat I received 
tbe doleful news of bis deatb, I bad prepared a letter, 
in wbicb I strongly recommended bim to come home as 
soon as possible — and to rest bimself for some time. 
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Nay, I was thùiking abotit writing io your patemity, 
to request tbat he might be recalled to Itally, at least^ 
for a few montlis, in order to recover strength by the 
aid of his native air. But Father Furlosg's fatai letter 
has thwarted my designa, and has forced me to conunit 
the aforesaid letter to the flames. Thìrdly, to scanty and 
weak nourishment. His diet was always meagre, of 
which he eat yery sparingly. Seeing how necessary it 
was to keep up his strength, I dispensed him from the 
observance of the last lenten fast But he did not 
ayail himself c^ the disp^dsation, as he thonght him- 
self equal to the effort of fasting. 

'' However, in the midfit of great discomfort resulta 
ing from this nnexpected event, it is consoling to think 
that in the end, he died a yiotim to his zeal and fervent 
charity: 'Majorem charitatem nemo habet, ut ftTìiirìftTìì 
Buam ponat quis prò amicis suis.' His career, then, 
and its consummation, are worthy of a eoa of 
Charity, Humanly thinking, it would have been 
apparently a great blessing for us, if the Lord had lefb 
US Father Grentili for a few more years, until our affairs 
had become arranged and settled. But God knows 
what befits us: our duty is humbly and patiently to 
Bubmit to the disposai of His Providence, which is ever 
most wise, and regulated by an infinite charity." 

In answer to this communìcation, General Rosmini's 
Secretary, Father Toscani, wrote as follows. 

^ CCXLVL ''Bm^ 6* Octobefy 1848. 

^'Deab Father FROymaAL, 

" Our Kev, Father General has received your 
favours, dated the 3rd, 28th, and 29th of September, 
and the 2nd of October; of these, the first but one 
brought US the sudden and i^ctmg news of the 
death of our beloved and highly esteemed father, 
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Aloysius Gentili Ali who knew him were s truck' 
with profound grief at the tidings. Cardinal Franzoni 
also, on hearing the case, manifested sorrowftd surprise, 
Mrith an act of resignation. It fell to my lot to make 
known the event to his family: with what effect I 
leave you to imagine. His brothers and cousins carne 
afterwards to Father General to give vent to their 
feelìngs, and to seek for consolation. As regards the 
members of the Institute in Italy, they were greatly 
dejected, as if an irremediable calamity had befallen 
them. Oh heavensl A brother so amiable, by the 
sweetness of his manners and his yirtues, and by his 
efforts for the good of sonls and of holy Church. At 
a time when the Master of the evangelical yineyard 
seemed to haye opened a new field for an abundant 
harvest of souls in iinfortnnate Ireland, how awful to 
hear that the scythe of death had suddenly mowed 
down his life, to leam his death before the tidings of 
his danger, or of the illness that was to conduct him 
to the tombt 

"Great and unexpected is snchaloss! O Lord, 
accept the oblation of our sacrifice bathed with so 
many tearsl Yes, my dear father, here we can 
only say : ' Dominus dedit, Dominus abstulit : sit 
nomen Domini benedictumi The loss of Father 
Gentili to our poor little society, is no small loss, for 
it would be great even for a society moie strongly 
developed. But Gk)d knows what He is about — ^pati- 
enee—' sit nomen Domini benedictum.' However, the 
dear brother whom we deplore, is not whoUy lost to us; 
for it is credible that at his departure, he bequealiied 
his spirit to US, and certainly he has left us his example 
— ^precious examples of religious abnegation, penance, 
charity, and especially zeal in seeking for those who 
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had strajed into tHe by-paths of erroz and corruption, 
and bringing them back into the secure way of God's 
beavenly truth. Hence bis surviving brethren may 
derive no smaU encouragement and support in the 
Lord's vineyard, on the field of religious combat, and 
on the great desert of sin, where so many erring sheep 
are dispersed far from the mystic fold, and in imminent 
danger of eternai perdition. Yes, the spirit and ex- 
ampie of Father Gentili, may conduce more and more 
to prosper our Institute, and make it flourish in good 
Works and holiness, to the greater advantage of holy 
Church — the more so if we add, what is not to be 
doubted, his favour from heaven; where a hope induces 
US to contemplate him before the throne of grace. 
Thus, like the Divine chief of our religion, he in his 
death, we trust, was the seed, which, when sown, was 
to bear much fruit ; and the destruction of his corporeal 
frame was like opening an earthly prison door to the 
soul, which was enabled to fly unfettered to the place 
of its eternai reward — and to the company of the 
blessed, there to be our powerful protectoi. 

" Wherefore, let us desist from weeping over his and 
our lot, if we have any true love for him or the Insti- 
tute. Nay, let us rejoice at our own gain — ^while we 
congratulate with him at his exchange of austerity for 
Joy — of labour for reward — of the combat for a crown 
— of mortai misery for immortality — of humiUation 
for glory— of exile in a foreign and heretical country, 
for the society of angels and saìnts in the supemal city 
of Christ's glorious kingdom." 

Here foUow letters from English ecclesiastics, of 
which the first was written by the Rev. Father 
Newman, superior of the Oratory in England. 
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CCXLVIL '^MairyfxOe, Pern^, 

** October 3, 1848, 
^*Mt dear Father Pagaki, 

" I write to convey to you tHe great concem 
boih of myself and of our community, at the afflicting 
event which has befallen you and yours. 

*' It ìs very mysterious that any one should be taken 
away in the midst of a career of such holy and impor- 
tant Services as Father Gentili was rendering to 
Catholicism in this countiy. But may we net be,con- 
fident, that in prc^rtìon to the greatness of the 
visible loss, is the real gain which will accrue both to 
religion and to your own Institute in particular, by 
the removal of so holy a person, who doubtiess is able 
to do more for you and for the Church, where he now 
is by his prayers, than he could do by even the greatest 
exertions on earlh? 

" I am, my dear Faliier Pagani, 

" Very sincerely yours in Christ, 
"J<fflN H. Newvan, 

" Gong. Orat. Soc" 

The following is from a Professor of Philosophy at 
Ushaw. 

CCXLVHL "5fc CvMerfs CóOe^ 

'' Feast of JSt Miehad. 

**My deab Dr. Pagaki, 

** I write to you with many tears. But if my 
tears are numerous, what must yours be after the 
severe loss you have sustained? And yet in writìng to 
you, I find that I am impelled by the desire to seek, 
rather than to afford consolation; for it would indeed 
be presumption in me to attempt to condole with or 
console you, who no doubt will reject every kind of 
consolation but that which One alone can give. O may 
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our blessed Jesus comfort you under thìs severe trial, 
may He now manifest Himself to you, and speak to your 
heart, and teli you, what I firmly believe to be the 
case, that your dear brother, that my dear friend is in 
heaven. Oh I he died exhausted by charity, hence he 
will now revel with delight in God, who is- charity. 

*' Might I ask for one little short line fìom you, for 
I feel as if I had lost a Father, Brother, and Friend in 
Dr. Gentili Wouid it were not true that he is dead* 
I shall say mass for him on to-morrow. 

*^ Believe me, dear Dr. Pagani, 

^' Most gratefìilly yours in Christ, 

« S. C." 

The fbUowing was written by an Irish Parish Priest, 
to Father Furlong. 

CCXLIX. " Fems, Octóber 3, 1848. 

^*Mt deab and Revekekd Fbiend, 

'' I never reccived such a shock as I did, on 
reading *• the death of Dr. Gentili,' in the newspapers. 

"Alasi what a loss tothe Chuyh of Ireland! to the 
Church of Godi He was not fiire months in Ireland, 
yet I am persuaded that he accomplished more good 
during that short perìod, than ordinary priests would 
during a long life, or extraordinary ones in the course 
of many years. 

"When I recommended his sainted soul to the 
prayers of my congregation on Sunday last, there was 
a thrilling sensation throughout the Church. 

" I regret deeply that I had not the happiness of 
being one of the piiests who attended his funeral, but 
am giad that I was well represented by my respected 
Curate, Mr. Mayler. 

" AU who knew Doctor Grentili, are morally certain 
that He ita Saint So cheer up, my dear Sir, under 
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ibis bereavement, and beliere me to be, witb the 
highest respect, 

" Your ever devoted, 

"James Eoche.'* 

Here follows a letter of the Eev. Matteu Collier. 

COL. " Bathmines^ Dvblin, 

" Hie Fecut of S. Jerome. 

"My very Eev. and dear De. Pagani, 

" Little did I think wben I last saw you, that my 
first letter to you after the happy days I spent in your 
saintly College, should be one of condolence. May the 
holy and adorable will of Grod be done. From the 
utmost recesses of my heart I deplore the loss, which 
we bave sustained in the death of our dear and beloved 
friend, and venerable servant of Grod, Father GentilL 
I knew him from the time I was a student in Eome, 
and I now ask him to obtain for me ali the graces 
which he knows I stand in need of. 

"Father Gentili entered the Iriàh College at the 
beginning of 1830. ^Whilst residing in the College, 
he attended, together with the students, the lectures 
of moral and dogmatic Theology, in the Eoman College, 
under the direction of the Fathers of the Society of 
Jesus. His life in the College was that of a most per- 
fect Saint; he was most anxious to teach the Students 
the Italian, to enable us, as he used to say, to translate 
the many beautiful and useful works in that language 
for Ecclesiastics. His devotion to the Holy Mother of 
God was great indeed, and his ardent desire to inflame 
US ali with the same; hence he formed a class, for the 
purpose of teaching Italian, to which he devoted several 
days in the week ; as I had the happiness to be one of 
the number, I remember well the books which he 
selected, namely, ^11 devoto dì Mariay* by Father 
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Segneri, and ' The Glories of Mary,' by St Alphonsus 
de Lìguori, and he made use of these books, more for 
the pnrpose of inculcating what was so dear to bis 
heart, devotion to our Blessed Lady, than for any thing 
else. He was most anxious to introduce among the 
students the recital of the five psalms in honour of the 
Holy Name of Mary, and he always manifested a sin- 
gulai devotion towards our Lady of dolors. 

" I remember a little fact from which we considered 
that God had given him the spirit of foretelling future 
events. It was when the Cardinals were entering the 
Conclave to elect the successor of Plus the VlIIth, 
he emphatically declared that Gregory the XVIth 
would be his successor, and it tumed out most true. 
His great exactness in observing the rules of the 
College, his spirit of prayer, his abstinence at table, 
and his devout recollection, made such an impression 
on my mind, as has never been effaced. 

"I always considered him a great Saint, and I 
humbly ask him to obtain for me, those graces and 
blessings which he was so anxious to procure for 
Priests. I feel my utter incapacity to express the 
many edifying facts of his humility and charity, whilst 
in the College. 

" I remain most affectionately yours, &c. M. C." 

From the President of the Foreign Missionary 
College of Ali Hallows. 

CCLL " DuUln, May 27, 1850. 

"Very Rev. Father Paganì, 

" In the year 1847, good Dr. Gentili had the 
charity to give the Spiritual exercises, for eight days, 
to the members of our College, professors, and students. 
We had reason to be very grateful for the alacrity with 
which he undertook to render us this service, and for 
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the zeal with which he performed it. Doring the 
time he spent in our house, his habit of life was a 
•ource of singolar edification. His mind seemed to be 
incessanti^ occupied about his Master's business, and 
to his body he gave no repose save what was absolutel j 
essential, and we have now reason to fear that during 
his znissions in Ireland, his toil uras greater than nature 
could endure. Apparendy, he added austerity to 
labour. But I do not wish to speak of these things, 
of which €rod alone can estimate the vaine. What 
was evident to us was his ability, his great usefidness, 
and his very ferrent zeaL He seemed endowed with 
great naturai talents, and he combined in a high degree 
acute reasoning power with strong and rich eloquence. 
What an apostolic preacher he must have been when 
he spoke his own sweet native tonguel By his death, 
our institution lost a sincere and devoted Mend, and 
we had to lament in common with ali the Catholic 
inhabitants of this city, a great spiritual benefactor. 
^'Accept, very Rev. Father, the assurance of the 
very great respect and este^n, with which 1 have the 
honour to remain, 

" Your devoted in Chrìst, 

" D. MORIABTT, 

" President, &c &c" 

The following was sent to the beforementioned Pro- 
vincial, by the President of one of the first Catholic 
Colleges in England. 

CCLIL " Although I had not the pleasure of héng 
80 intimately acquainted with Father Grentili as many 
others, 1 can safely say that, as far as I knew him, he 
ezhibited most edifying and convincing proofs of fep- 
vent piety, and an unbounded zeal for the glory of Grod. 
He seemed in ali that he did to forget himself^ and to 
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look only to the interests of bis Master. His eloquence 
was such as the Spirit of God alone could inspire. 
Hence there was a force in his words which spoke 
directly to the hearts of those who heard him, as if the 
Holy Ghost were exhorting by his mouth. His power 
of fixing the attention even of the most wandering 
minds was quite extraordinary. The striking and pro- 
found views which he took of every religious subject, 
the liveliness of his imagination, and the inexhanstible 
power of illustration which he possessed^ contributed 
not a little to aid the effect of his discourses. At the 
same time he possessed in an eminent degree, those ex* 
ternal qualities which are essential to an effective 
speaker. Yet the music of his Toice, and the singular 
grace of his impasàoned delivery, though powerful in 
adding to the effect of his words, were almost forgotten 
in the nnction which accompanied ererything he 
said ; so that I have kuown some deeply afiected simply 
by hearing him repeat a sentence of Holy Scripture. 

'^ He evinced also a remarkable mortification of the 
senses. In evidence of this, I have heard from an eye 
witness, that on one occasion, when dining, some food 
was placed upon the table by mistake, of a quality 
extremely nauseons and unfit to eat. Some of this 
was served to Father Gentili, who began to eat it with- 
out exhibiting the least sign of repugnance ; and when 
the mistake was discovered, the holy missionary 
appeared reluctant to allow it to be removed. 

" His zeal made him no respecter of persons, so that 
when the glory of God was concemed, he spoke boldly 
and without disguise; and regardless of what men 
might think of him, he urged upon ali, both high and 
low, the duties of their respectiTC states. 

"May God, who has been pleased to remove him 
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frc>m amongst us, at a tìme when we so much needed 
the example of bis zeal and charity, deign to animate 
the souls of those laboorers whom he has left bebind 
him in the vineyard," 

The followìng letter is from the Vicar- General of 
the Diocese of Birminghanu 

CCLIIL 

*' Deab Fatheb Pagaki, 

*' It is with great delìght that I leam yonr 
intention of publishing the life of our valued friend, 
the good and saintly Dr. Gentili Whaterer tends to 
perpetuate his memory, will not fail to influence bene- 
ficially the fervour of the Clergy, and the piety of the 
faithfuL To his zeal and untinng labours we are 
mainly indebted for the origination amongst us of the 
* Spiritual Exercises' which, both in Betreats and prò- 
tracted Missions, he so successfully developed during 
the short, but brilliant career that Providence permit- 
ted him to run. I deem it an honour and a happiness 
to bave known him, and to bave enjoyed the benefit of 
his lights, of his counsels and example. He pos- 
sessed, in my humble judgment, an admirable tact in 
the regulation of consciences, a quìck discemment for 
the solution of difficulties, a prompt and practical casu- 
istry to decide correctly in perplexing doubts, and a 
cheerful, generous piety that warmly sustained and 
animated his penitents. His ready eloquence was of 
the hìghest order, and his mortified habit and disinter- 
ested sentiment gave it an energy and persuasion that 
drove forcibly to the heart. 

" I believe, dear Father Pagani, that you have his 
mantle amongst you. May it long adom your zealous 
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Institute, and train up discìples adequate to the reli- 
gious wants of our clouded country. 

"I remain, Dear Father Pagani, 
" Your faithftd friend, 

" And brother in Jesus Christ, 

" Henry Weedale, 
"/S*. Mcmfs Presh/tevy, Handsworik, 

" Octave-day of St John the Boftist, 1850." 



CHAPTEE XXL 

LETTERS OF SEVERAL BISHOPS ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 

Finally, to these honourable documenta may be 
added the testimonials of the English Prelates addressed 
to Dr. Pagani, with the exception of the foUowing 
from the Bishop of Beverley, which was addressed to 

Father Furlong. 

* 

CCLIV. " York, 2^ih Sept, 1848. 

" Mt dear Father FuRLÒka, 

"I very sincerely condole with you, and 
mingle in your deepest giief in mourning the loss of 
poor dear Dr. Gentili, so truly dear to me, and so valu- 
able to the Church. Eeligion has reason to weep over 
his loss, and lament the loss of one of her most talented 
and zealous champions and defenders. The sad 
tidings reached me yesterday, just before I began Mass, 
which I offered for the repose of his souL Poor dear 
man, he spent a good deal of time with me last winter, 
and as we sat together at the fire each eyening, 
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I admired, more and more, liis talenta, and his strong 
love for the Churcli, whose independence and Hberty 
was almost the continuai subject of our conversations- 
I cannot teli how much I valued poor dear Dr. Gen- 
tili, both as a friend and adviser in matterà of difficultjr 
and of general importance. 

" Anyhow, I should be glad to have any trifling thing 
belonging to my dear lamented friend, as a memento of 
hinL I would prefer anything which I had been accus- 
tomed to see with him, or about him. 

" I beg to be most kindly and affectionatelj remem- 
bered to the good family with whom you are staying. 

" Beliere me to be, as always, 
" Truly yonrs, 

4- " John Briggs." 

The following is from the present Cardinal Arch- 
biahop of Westminster, &c. 

CCLY. ''St CuMert's College, 

" Dv/rham, Oct. 3, 1848. 
" My dear Dr. Pagani, 

" Allow me to add my CQndolence to that of 
the many who, no doubt, have addressed you on occasion 
of the heavy and afflictin^ loss which you have sus- 
tained. In faot, it is not you, nor your Institute, 
that has been bereaved, but the whole body of Eng- 
lish Catholics, who have so long known the zeal, 
eloquence, and exemplary life of your late confrère. 
The news of Dr. Gentili's death took me quite by 
surprise, on taking up the Tablet -ai Darlìngton, on 
my way hither; for I had not even heard of his illness. 
However, he died a martyr to his zeal for the salvation 
of souls ; and God, no doubt, has amply rewarded his 
labours. Stili he will have the suf&ages of ali who 
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knew him, and of none more fervently than mine, .in 
the Holy Mysteries. 

" Believe me ever, 

" Yours very sincerely, 

+ " N. WiSEMAN." 

From the present Bishop of Minevia, &c. 

CCLVL " Bilton Grange, Od. 6, 1848. 

" My dear F. Pagani, 

"Only late on Satnrday evening last, I 
heard from Dr. Ullathome of the great Iosa your holy 
Institute, and Catholicity, in the United Kingdom, has 
to sustain by the departure from us of that zealous 
and edifying servant of God, and missioner, Father 
A. GentilL Ever since I have been anxious to sym- 
pathize with you thereon; but imtil this moment I had 
not the least leisure for doing so. Accept now the 
expression of my heartfelt condolence, though our sub- 
lime faith suggests to us most powerful motives for 
submission to the Divine Will, which, to you, I need 
not develope. Thus viewed, indeed, the departure of 
our venerated Brother in Christ seems to claim our 
congratulation with him at the happy dose of his 
labours and exile, and the assurance that the charity 
which glowed within him, and consumed him on 
earth, secures to us in heaven a powerfdl intercessor. 

" Understanding that you desire to collect the most 
striking traits of his holy life, I offer, as my contri- 
bution, the memory of one most striking act of heroic 
humility, known to Father Furlong as well perhaps as 
to me. Bad health, the consequence of too severe mis- 
sionary labours, confined Dr. Gentili to his bed for 
several days after the opening of the mission at New- 
port, about two years since. At length he was able 
to get up, and his zeal would allow him no faither 

21 



322 UFS OF THE BET. ALOTSIUS GEKTILL 

repose. Twìoe, iherefore, he addressed a crowded 
audience of 1,500 persons, in the large. Chnich at 
Newport; bnt owing to his weak health, he oould 
ficarcely be heard far down the Chiirch, and he was 
unable to make those effbrts whìch had riveted so 
man j ears and hearts. Hence a depntation of Catholics 
and Protestants waited upon me, to say that Father 
Furlong had won the approvai, naj, admiration of ali 
that had heard him — ^that no other preacher conld 
be so aoceptable-— and especìallj that thej were so dis. 
satisfied with Dr. Gentili, that thej wonld not attend 
at any more of his sermons. The mission being within 
a few days of its conclusion, I thonght it best not to 
risk the conseqnences of opposing this general expres- 
sion of feeling, but knew not how to break so deli- 
cate a subject to the zealons Dr. GrentilL At first I 
sought to induce him to spare his convalescence; but 
every suggestion to such effect was rejected by his 
ardent zeal urging him to make up now for his past 
silence, and trusting in GUkL that each day his strength 
would improve. At length I used expressions, the 
meaning of which flashed for the first time on his 
mind, and he replied, that ' perhaps the congr^ation 
did not wish to hear him preach any more.' On tdj 
preparing to make this harsh truth as little grating as 
possible, he anticipated my explanation by saying, 
' Ohi I thank God that he humbles me. Never has 
any mortificatìon been so trying to me; but I require 
to be humbled, and thanks be to God, that he sends 
me this humiliation. I will not try to preach any 
more; only I will aìd the mission in every other pos- 
sible way.' 

In fact, giving up the idea from that moment, he 
zealously applied himself to aid the mission in other 
ways, such as superintending the exposition of the 
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Blessed Sacrament, directing the processiona, and mak« 
ing other sìmilar arrangements. Any one acquainted 
with Father Gentili's solicitude in misaionary preachìng, 
which he regarded as the essence, nay, the very life 
and soni of his ministry, vrìH alone be able to form 
an estimate of the acute sacrifice made on this 
occasion." 

The foTirth letter is from the present Bishop of 
Liverpool to the same Father Pagani. 

CCLVIL ''Bùhop Etan, May 20, 1850, 

" Deab Rev. Sie, 

'* I haye great pleasnre in adding my testi- 
mony to that of others in praise of the zeal and 
Tintiring energy of the late Eev. Father Gentili. I 
have had some opportunities of witnessing the talenta 
and eloqnence with which he enforced the great truths 
of salvation; and I have been gratifLed and edified in 
the highest degree with the plentìful harvest of souls 
that he gained to God and the Church by his incessant 
exertions in the vineyard of the Lord* 
" I remain, 

" Dear Rev. Sir, 

" Yours sincerely in Christ, 

+ "G.Bkown.'» 

The last letter is from the Right Rev. William 
Bernard Ullathome, Bishop of Birmingham. 

'< Bishop^s Hùusey 
^^ Birminghxm^ Jvly ^ih^ 1850. 
" My bear De. Paqaki, 

" I not only comply with your request, but 
consider it a privilege to send for your use in the 
forthcoming Ufe of Dr. Gentili, a few traits of the cha- 
racter of that elevated and fervid, yet gentle soul, as in 
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the last years of bis life I ìntiinately knew Imn. 
Shoiild you find an jthing in mj remembrances of use, 
you will make tliat use of them. Sbould tbey bave 
been anticipated, you wiil, witbout any scmple, lay 
tbem aside. 

" In tbe year 1844, wben a missioner at Coventry, 
I invited Dr. Crentili to preacb a sermon to my congre- 
gation. Tbis began onr closer acqnaintance. We 
spoke mucb and oonfidentìally togetber on tbe state of 
religion in England. One idea tben ruled bis mind, 
tbat England wanted an Apostle. He observed tbat 
ahnost ali great restorations of faitb and cbarity wbicb 
bad taken place in tbe different provinces of tbe Cbnrcb, 
bad tbeir orìgìn in some individnaL Itaised np by 
God, filled witb His Spirit, and endowed witb apostolic 
force, snob men carne fortb unexpectedly, sbook tbeir 
fellow-men out of tbeir day-dreams, forced tbeir way 
on tbrougb contradictions, criticisms, and tbe amaze- 
ment and anger witb wbicb tbe world received tbem, 
and gave a new life botb to clergy and people. Sucb 
an apostle, be felt, was wanting to tbe Catbolics of 
England before we could tbink of doing mucb service 
to tbose beyond tbe pale. Eamestly speaking in tbis 
way, be more tban once said to me, ' Pray to God, tbat 
He may raise up an apostle.» 

" I met bim tbe same year at Grace Dieu, on tbe 
Feast of tbe Exaltation of tbe Cross. We botb 
preacbed tbat day on occasion of erecting and blessing 
tbe Calvary raised on tbe granite rocks wbicb lift tbeir 
beads above an expanded tract of country, near tbe 
residence of bis esteemed friend, Mr. A. Lisle Pbillipps. 
Tbis was one of bis bappiest days. Standing in tbe 
brigbt daybgbt, witb tbe beavens over bis bead, be 
pointed to tbe form of our crucified Lord, and spoke of 
tbe serpent lifted up in tbe desert, tbe type of sin and 
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of the passion of oxir Lord, and of its healing and life- 
giving fruita. His audience was formed of four con- 
gregations, mostly the children of his own labours, 
intermixed with a number of strangers. Thej Bang the 
hymns he hdmself had taught them, and were piously 
recoUected. To see this public memorial of faith dis- 
plajed thus openly in the very centre of England, and 
for the £rst time in modem ages, in the midst of 
the scenes of hie own labours, seemed, whìlst it closed 
a passed order of things, to open a new era in his 
missionary life. That hallowed spot has ever since 
been an object of devout attraction. At ali times, but 
especially on Sundays and festivals, groups are seen 
approaching it. A school for the poor »tands at the 
foot of the rocks. It was whìlst labouring in the 
formation of these missions, that he acquired that 
thorough knowledge of the English people, of their 
ways of thinking and of feeling, which was the last 
preparation he required for the work to which 
Providence soon after called him. I was told by 
more than one person of his incessant labours, often 
against hope. He would go forth, accompanied by some 
person as a guide to the inhabitants, and a witness of 
his life, and trudge the country from house to house, 
and return late home, often having had but little food, 
and that irregularly, and would lay him down in a 
state of complete exhaustion of body and mind. This 
toil he continued for years, winning souls one by one 
with anxious perseverance, often long imcertain of the 
final rea alt of his efibrts. For a short time he was 
induced to lighten his labours by riding on a pony, 
but he gave it up as inconsistent with his sense of 
apostolic poverty. During these labours, he not only 
acquired an intimate knowledge of the manners and 
customs, but of the superstitions of the people, of 
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which he made great use in his after misdons. His 
habitual converse wìth the people gave him also that 
facile use, so singnlar in a fbreigner, of the toms and 
ìdioms of onr speech, which was one of the elements 
in the naturai order of his wonderfxd success as a 
preacher. 

*' Not long after the erent I hare recorfed, I had 
the happiness of making a spiritaal retreat nnder his 
guidance, at Loaghborongh. This gare me the best 
opportnnity of observing with what spiri t he gnided 
sonls. It was a leading prìnciple wìth him, that 
the intellect shonld be enlightened by clear and great 
yiews of Divine things as far as capacity allowed 
this to be done. These elevated views and nearer 
contemplations of Divine things bj the eje of faith^ 
he consideied as great heips for correcting and in- 
vigorating the Mrill. Not that he did not regard 
prayer and the sacraments as the great means of 
grace, but he was in the habit of lemarking that 
the more ftill and clear the light of truth was in 
the nnderstanding, the more easily the will rose ont of 
eensual things and abandoned vain imaginatìons. That 
being more intimatela nnited to €rod in His truth, we 
are less in danger of falling from EQs charity : and that 
ìf we should unhappily prove unfaithful, the light 
once planted in the mind, though obscured by sin, 
would stili remain in a degree to rebuke, confound, 
and humble the heart of the sinner, and so dispose him 
to conversion by making him the more unhappy in his 
sin. Hence, with St. Thomas as his guide, he loved to 
enlarge upon the perscm of our Lord, and upon His 
Incamation, as the end of ali the exterior works of 
God; upon His intimate union with a soul in His 
grace; upon the means of that union, especially by 
contemplation and the Holy Eucharist; and upon the 
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CburcH as the great instrument of His glory and the 
end and due to the Providence of God over this entire 
worid; on the nature of truth, of justice, of charity, 
and humility; on the power of hojy spirits on the one 
side, and of demons on the other, with regard to our 
souls. From these and sìmilar subjects, drawn out 
and shewn in theii connexion, and their intimate rela* 
tions with our souls, he drew the most striking rules 
and motives for animating and guiding the will of his 
penitent to the service and glory of God, and to the 
service of HÌ3 Church as the great instrument of His 
will. 

In the following year, our dear departed friend gave 
that mission in Coventry which he was so fond of 
recalling to memory. The reason for giving this mis- 
sion requires some explanation. Every third year, 
within the Octave of the festival of Corpus Christi, a 
procession of a disgracefdl character takes place in 
that ancient city, countenanced by the city autho- 
rities. It is a singular illustration of the force of 
habit. Let any other town be invited to make a 
like exhibition to its inhabitants, and to the strangers 
within its gates, and we may imagine the indignation 
with which the proposai would be rejected. The cen- 
trai figure and main object of this procession is a 
female, so garbed, as if unclothed. And besides the 
common offence against public decency, what adds to 
the pain of every good Catholic is, that it is substituted 
for those sacred processions of our Lord's Body, for which 
Coventry in old days was famous. It was also famous 
for its mystery plays, drawn from the Gk)spel history, and 
celebrated in the open streets during the octave of the 
same festival, under the general direction of the Friars 
Minors. Sharpe, in his Coventry MyHeries, has coUected 
very curious records, as well of these sacred processions 
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as of the Mjsterìes. The Sovereìgn asasted at them, 
Qaeen Marj bdng the last who did sa The hist ories 
of Coventry inform ns that the Godìva procession does 
not reach further back than the reign of Charles IL 
How such a legend as it ìncorporates, carne to be asso- 
ciated with the wife of Earl Leofric, I never could 
ascertain. Histoij onl j speaks of her great pìety, and 
of her munìficence to Chnrches. 

'^ Knowing well how mach thìs pageant tended to 
corrupt the morals of jouth, not on the day of 
its ezhibition, so much as in the light and cor- 
rupting conversation ìt occasioned duiìng several weeks 
of anticipation, I deemed it my duty as the missioner 
of the place to counteract the evil to the extent of my 
power. The protestant bishop of Worcester thought 
it his duty to address a letter to the city authorities 
that year, with a similar view. We resolved then to 
begin a mission on the festival of Corpus Christi, and 
to continue it through the Octave. I had preached on 
the subject for two Sundays previous, and Dr. Gentili, 
with Mr. Furlong, threw their best energies into the 
work. During the first three days their efforts seemed 
in vain; but few persons appeared. Most were prepar- 
ing their houses for the Gala day, and finishing up 
work for a week of unbroken leisure. With Sunday, 
at last carne the congregation, trim and new clad — I 
scarcely knew them again. For the inhabitants invite 
their fìiends from far and near to witness the disgrace 
of their city on a certain day. In this present 
year, upwards of twenty-five thousand visitors filled 
the old city on the day of the procession. No sooner 
had our pious missioner that congregation before him 
which he loved much for the piety he had repeatedly 
witnessed in them, than, grieved at the attachment he 
saw they had stili for their old custom, and consuming 
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inwardiy with zeal, bis pent up soni burst out in such 
a torrent of remonstrance and affectìonate reproof, that 
sobs and tears from many parta of the church gave 
him assuiance that he was responded to. For the 
congregation is truly pious, and had only been misled 
by inveterate custonL Day after day, and three times 
a day, he continued his fervent preaching. I believe 
that very few Catholics witnessed the procession that 
year, After ali the anxieties occasioned by a very wet 
day, it started late under the encouragement of a faint 
gleam of sun, to be drenched for the rest of its course. 
The pious missioner had promised the children of the . 
congregation that if they remained with him, he would 
give them more amusement than they could find in 
the streets. And well did he keep his promise, as 
they kept theirs to him. Foi he interwove his in- 
struction with such a chain of storiee and dramatic 
pictures, told, and in a manner represented to them in 
action, in a style so winning, so amusing, so ludicrous, 
and so awful by tuins, as the subject shifted or its feel- 
ings ohanged, that older people stood astonished, and 
the children were out of themselves; sometimes sub- 
dued into awestruck silence, at other times they broke 
out into a rapture of mirth. It was one of those hours 
that are never forgotten through a long life. After this 
day, strangers b^an to multiply withìn the church. He 
reverted to the past procession, he reminded them how 
he had prayed and ashed others to pray for rain. He 
passed from the subject to one of his famous discourses 
on the Mother of our Lord, and he concluded by saying, 
' You have had the procession of your Lady, we will 
now have the procession of our Lady. The one shall 
expiate the other.' On that evening, the image of the 
Blessed Virgin was carhed in a solemn and beautiful 
procession, and on the next evening, and on the next 
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after that; until such vast numbers flocked to tlie 
church, that the people not merely filled both 
church and churchyard, but even the adjoming Street. 
So that as the procession proceeded round the church, 
Dr. Gentili in his surplice bad to conduct another kind 
of procession, for under bis direction the people flowed 
on in a continuous stream from the South thiough the 
North door, that these multitudes might bave a glimpse 
at least of tbose ancient lites which bad tbus retumed 
to triumph over their profane and modem substitute. 

*' In the month of October, 1847, Dr. Gentili and 
Mr. Furlong undertook to give a mission for fourteen 
days at St Joseph's, Bristol, where I was then residing 
as Yicar Apostolic. They carne straight from holding 
a mission at Manchester, where during its last days 
they bad sat up to two or three o'clock in the morning 
in the confessional, and they took no intervening rest 
before commencing their new task. This mission was 
remarkably successfuL It commenced a new order of 
things in Bistol which has not since been arrested. 
Their exertions demonstrated that the religious wants 
in that city were much greater than any one bad calca* 
lated upon. 

During the course of ibis mission, Dr. Gentili re- 
marked that there was an experiment in conducting 
missions which stili remained to be tried. The dose 
of these exercises, when they bad been continued the 
usuai period of fourteen days, was, for many persona, 
only their beginning. In very large towns and cities 
which bad few priests and churches, and many neg- 
ligent CatholicB, it was only by the sensation caused 
tbrough the exposition of the Blessed Sacramente and 
the processions, that a oonsiderable number of per^^ 
8ons were drawn to the Cbuich, or even made 
acquainted with the circumstance of a mission being in 
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progress, For these poor sotds every thing had to he 
done during the last day or two, and in a hurried man- 
ner, and some of them only made their appearance at 
the conclusion of ali. The zealous missioner thought 
therefore that to meet this difficulty, some mìssions 
should be prolonged for a month. Bristol, he thought, 
was a good place for a tiial. We accordingly agreed 
to try this pian at St Mary's in that city, in the course 
of the ensuing year. This was accordingly done in 
the Febiuary and March of 1848, and though the 
labour was excessire, the fruits were proportionate. 
Even to the last day abundant work was provided for 
the confessionals. 

" There is no residence for the clergy attached or 
Bear to St. Mary'^s, and so this zealous missioner, un- 
willing to lose time in going to and fro, as he alleged, 
though a love for mortification no doubt was his leading 
motive, insisted on residing in a room of the sacristy. 
There he slept, and there for a month he continued, leav- 
ing the Church only for dinner, and for a little fresh 
idr once in the day. It was in yaìn that we remon- 
strated with him. He sui be was there ready for 
luis early and his late work, and for seeing whoever 
might Siede him at any time ; he insisted that it 
did him AG injury, and that it was more convenient 
than any other arrangement that could be sug- 
gested. At this time, though as energetic as ever, 
he was visibly much wom, and I felt anxious about 
him, and urged that after the dose of these mis- 
sions he ought to bave a good interrai of rest. I 
saw him and conversed with him alone almost daily 
during this long mission. For I thought it a duty to 
diyert his mind a little irom his labours ; and this was 
to me a very grateful occupation, for besides our friend- 
ship, his conversation was always striking and instruc- 



332 UFE OF THE REV. ALOYSIUS GENllLL 

tire. It was at the commencement of the turmoils of 
'48, sìgns of danger to religion and society were alread j 
appearìng, and did not escape him. He was anxious, 
nay his mind was heavy mth BoUcitude. He stole 
a few moments to look at the papera^ and I never 
before knew him taking this deep interest in public 
afifairs. He was also anxious about the state of the 
Church in^ England, and had much to say en^ this sub- 
ject that was worth hearing. Tkat was a pecnliar 
moment in oiur histoiy, the cireumstances of which 
bave since in great measure passed away. Amongst 
other things, we had some converts, as well as young 
branches of the old Catholic stock, and a section of the 
newly-arrired clergy from abroad, who gave to their 
imdisciplined zeal a new channel. They took to won- 
dering why the extenuil development of religion 
in England was not at that moment exactly lìke that 
of Italy or Belgiimi, and why England was not being 
very fast converted. Ignorant of the cireumstances 
out of which we were emerging, and especially igno- 
rant of the nature of the diffieulties with which 
we were contending with ali our strength, it became 
the fashion to talk these fancies aloud even in the 
Eternai city. And loudly were both prelates and 
clergy blamed as men lost to the true sense of their 
position. With these gentlemen, the old clergy, the 
old orders, and the old bishops, everything old in 
Catholic England was wrong, nay dead; only things 
new or freshly imported were liying and aright. The 
Holy See, with its usuai wisdom and perspicacity, 
soon discerned the true state of things. It was a grain 
or two of truth that had got confounded in a bushel of 
ìnjustice. But at that moment these matters were 
fermenting and causing some trouble. I have intro- 
duced this somewhat delicate subject because I think 
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it a duty to my departed friend, to record Ha views 
and feelings on the sì^bject, more especially as there 
was a disposition in some persons to fancy that he was 
a party to this zealous cry of inexperience. He talked 
' to me much on the subject in liie last months of his 
life, and I believe that to anotfaer, and a venerable 
bishop, now lìving, he imparted his sentìments with 
eqnal freedom. He said that when he first carne to 
Eagland, judg;ing eyerything by his own feelings and 
desires, he had thonght and spoken mnch as these 
persons had done. That his residence in a College had 
not changed his ideas; that his experience in his own 
incipient missions had not changed them. But when 
he beeame practicaUy conversant with the missions 
thromghout Enfi;land, the more he with his own eyes 
saw the real nature of the work, both of bishops and 
clergy, the «lements they had to deal with, and the 
tempora! difficulties with which they had so severely 
to contend, the more conviction grew upon him that 
their work in most instanees was great and untiiing, 
but that none except those engaged in it could appre- 
ciate its character. He felt and keenly felt the desire, 
as if a sacred duty of justice, to take some opportunity 
of reaching Home for the sake of representing to the 
Holy See what he knew of the real nature, and the 
actual difficulties of the English mission, For this 
purpose, he told me in confidence, that he had obtained 
from his General Superior a permission to avail him- 
self of any opportunity that offered of accompanying 
some bishop who might be going to Rome. This 
• desire had for its object to do what justice he could to 
the Catholics of England, and I think you will agree 
with me that, though he lived not to accomplish it, 
the memory of his intention should be preserved. He 
was far from being blind to the defects in our organi- 
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Eation, or in ita workings, on tliese thìngs he kad much 
io say, and how would his soul bare rejoiced to bave 
witni^ ihe dawn of the new ^ ooo^ brighUy on 
through the surrounding tempest. 

" No man can do anything unusual or strìking for 
the salTation of souls, wìthout having swarms of the 
tribe of small talkers gathered round his name. This 
phenomenon is naturai, and well known, and does no 
harm to a great soul. £ut upon common souls it 
often acts like a mìldew. The holy servant of Grod 
H. Boudon, has said, that * they who trouble them- 
selves with what the world may say, "will never do 
much good,' a truth this serrant of God, our 
eamest mìssioner, well understood. He was habi- 
tuated to the murmurings of these swarms. In his 
forenoon discourses he was accustomed to enter into 
minute details of each Christian duty in succession; 
he took the commandments one by one, and brought 
them home to the difTerent classes of men whom hehad to 
address. He analysed the passions of the heart, and 
shewed their several dangers: and then treated of the 
means of grace and the way of perfection. His grand 
appeals he reserved for his evening discourses. ^ There 
was a thne,' he said to me, ^ when I used to make fine 
discourses, but I afterwards found that they went over 
people's heads, so now I go right to their consciences 
and their hearts.' And thus, whilst the wounds of his 
charity made many penitent and faithful, some persons 
had only their pride made uneasy ; others weie startled 
at hearing so much of Theology, it was new and strange 
to them; some were shocked at the anatomy which 
he was compelled to make of human vices and follies. 
Detached sentences were repeated and exaggerated; 
droll hits at pride, vanity, and grosser wickedness were 
in many mouths; perilous amusements were touched 
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npon in a way that sHocked those wHo understand not 
what ìs perilous, and redected not on the extent of 
practical knowledge in the preacher< Thus infirm and 
lukewarm and idle sonls got trouUed, and especially 
8uch as feared his power of converting sinners. Com- 
ments were made and reflections passed npon his 
teaching. It got misrepresented, and it became a habit 
with sundry people to question his prudence, possibly 
by way of asserting their own. Meanwhile the holy 
missioner went on toilìng out his life and reaping his 
great harvest of souls. Bnt as a precaution against 
these cavils, lest they shonld injure the effect of his 
remarkable instructions on the Christian duties, he 
gave them latterly, with an approved Manual of The* 
ology in his hand, which he cited and refexred to 
in proof to his hearers that he was bnt foUowing the 
common doctrines of the Chnrch. I questioned hìnrx 
in our conyersations on every point I had heard alleged, 
and with patient good nature he explained his teaching. 
And although on one point, that of entrance into the 
religious state, he took a view on the generous side of 
the qnestion comprehensive beyond the ordinary doc- 
trine on vocations, on ali other points I fonnd his teach- 
ing coincide with that of the usuai authorities. 

'' One of the finest features in his missionary life 
was seen but by few persons. It was Vhen he met 
the clergy who aided in the missions at their meals 
and short periods of relaxation. A layman distinguish- 
ed for shrewd thought and mother wit, once remark- 
ed to me, that he had not understood the scope of his 
powers and zeal, until he thus witnessed his converse 
with his brother clergy. The lead of conversation was 
a good deal left to him, and he took it as if a part of 
his missionary field, and turned it to edification and 
profit. It was easy and naturai to him to rise from 
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GOnitnon objects ìnto those more elevated rE^ons of 
dìvinìty or phìlosoplijr to whìch hia mind was babitu- 
ated. At other timea the spirit of the missioiteT, or 
the caie of sools, or some case of conacience, or the 
Catholic CTiatoma of hìa own country, was the topic; or 
he took the polìtics of the day and pnt tbem in a 
Catholic point of vieir. Bnt whatever the aubject, he 
knew how to lighten it with amnsing remarks and 
af^ioaile aaecdotes. 

- " From Bristol, Dr. Gentili went to Balh, and there 

gare one of hie most succesefal and bis last misslon 

in this country. As a proof of bis obedient epirit, 

and of the absence of self-opinion from hia character, I 

may obserre that, at a BOggeation ofiered, he cbanged 

the whole pian and fame which he had originally in- 

tended to bave taken in ^ving tbis mission. He 

meekly remarked, that ìt was for the bishops to direct 

hìm, and for htm to obey, that he would be thua secnre 

of following the Spirit of God. Nor was tbis the 

only ìnstance in which hia spirit of deferraice had 

edified me. Tbis was the last I saw of bim. He mncb 

needed test, and took a few daya to himself before 

going to Ireland. He bad a presentiment of bis 

approacbing deatb. Ke was at Kenilworth making a 

short TÌsit to Mrs. Amt,9rat and ber family. On the 

moming of bis departure for Dublin, he waa looking 

with some interest for a letter wbicb he expected, to 

free him from bis engagementa tbere. It carne not, 

and he said that be sbould not return to England, that 

sbould die in Ireland. He begged Mrs. Amberst 

1 her daughters to pray for bim as soon aa they 

ird of bis desth. And then tuming to the clergy- 

n who waa present, be saìd, 'and yon, Father 

tcbell, you must say Mass for me.' Three years 

re passed, and hia place is stili vacant. Let us pray. 
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my dear friend, that God may raise up for us another 
Apostle, like to him. 
" I remain, 

" Dear Dr. Pagani, 

" Your devoted Servant in Christ, 
" + W. B. Ullathorne." 



CHAPTER XIIL 

THE DIBGE — FUKERAL ORATION — ^AND BURIAL. 

CCLVIIL To describe the last solemn rites per- 
formed over Father Gentili's lifeless body, is ali that 
now remains for us to conclude this historical narra- 
tive. According to ocular witnesses, it is not easy for 
those who were not present to form an idea of the 
extraordinary pomp, and impressive magnificence, dis- 
played on the occasion. In this fact to me there 
appears a luminous pioof of what philosophy and reli- 
gion agree in assertìng, that virtue alone, though 
divested of ali that the world so ardently desires» 
obtains, as if by divine enchantment, a loving, grateful, 
and heartfelt homage, even in these times, which seem 
so indififerent, and even coldly aver se, to the humble 
sanctity of the cross. And verily, what did Gentili 
possess that could excite so marvellously the metro- 
polis of Ireland thus to honour him after death? He 
could not lay claim to the right of citizenship — ^to high 
birth — ^wealth — ^noble lineage, or iUustrious rank: he 
was but a poor modest stranger — a simple priest, and 
humble religious, with no other attractions than that 

22 
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afforded by vìrtue and divine charìty. This was 
enough to mnte an immense mnltitnde of ali dasses in 
awarding to his corpse Amerai hononrs almost more 
triumphant than an ambitions policj seeks in vain, 
sometimes, to exact from the people, at least legallj, 
as a tribute to the grandees of this world. 

As soon as Father Grentili's iUness became known in 
Dublin, an interest was excited among ali ranks of 
Catholics, but particularlj among the poor. Crowds 
of people gathered in the streets leading to the Church 
of the mission. On the Monday evening preceding 
Father Gentìli's demise, the throng increased so much 
that the pubHc authorities deemed it necessary to 
station a police force there to keep order. But no 
sooner was it reported that he was dead, than the 
crowd augmented to such a degree, that the thorough- 
fares near St. John's became almost blocked up, and a 
detachment of police was sent to the church door to 
prevent accidents. Ailer remaining in the Augustinian 
house till Wednesday the 27th, to content the wishes 
of the people, it was deemed proper to transfer the 
corpse to St. Audeon's, a church of vast dimensions, 
and capable of accommodating several thousands. To 
effect this design, about a dozen strong men uplifted 
the bier supporting the corpse, and with difficidty 
conveyed it over the heads of the multitude from the 
small church to the larger one. Here the body of the 
deceased missionary, vested in clerical robes, and 
covered with flowers, was pubUcly visible. On the 
uncovered countenance was remarked a certain celes- 
tial placidity and grace. But that I may not seem to 
be indulging in fanciful details, it will, perhaps, be 
better to state the circumstances of the funeral as 
related by a writer in the " Freeman's Journal," copy- 
ing the article verbatim. 
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CCLIV. " Anotlier victim has fallen in addition to 
those who have, in the sacred discbarge of their duties, 
been aiready snatehed away by fever. It is our pecu- 
liarly painful duty to announce that the Rev. Dr. Gen- 
tili, missionary of the ' Institute of Charity,' died on 
Tuesday moming, at the Angustinian Chapel-house, 
John Street, in this city, after ten days' illness. The 
disease which has deprived this city of so gifted and 
eloquent a clergyman, was fever caught in the discharge 
of his laborious duties at the confessional. There are 
few CathoHcs in this city who have not heard and 
admired the preaching of this distinguished divine, who 
is now, alas, no more; and it is but an act of justice 
to his memory, to say that his loss is deeply and sin- 
cerely deplored by ali who had the happiness of his 
acquaintance. He carne to this country about two 
years ago, and since that period he has held the first 
rank as a preacher, respected by ali for singleminded- 
ness, and devotion to the holy cause of religion, and 
the salvation of souls. He laboured in the confessional 
— ^he consoled the afflicted — he bound up the bleeding 
heart, and reproved the sinner; he preached, he 
instructed, without intermission, and rejected corporal 
repose. The thousands who were enraptured by his 
eloquence, can never forget the zeal and energy with 
which he threw his sanguine spirit into the execution 
of his mission. His demise has caused sorrow — deep 
and intense sorrow — ^throughout the city. But he has 
gone to receive the reward due to a life devoted to the 
sacred ministries of religion, and the consoling of the 
afflicted. He discharged the sacred duties which he 
had vowed to fulfil, and which he so nobly performed, 
to the last moment of his existence. 

The last solemn ceremonies of the church were cele- 
brated on yesterday over the remains of this much- 
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lamented clergyman. No intimation was necessary to 
thousands of Catholic chrìstians of the city of Dublin, 
who alreadj knew that the tomb was about to dose on 
ali that was earthlj of the sainted being whose mìssioiL 
in this world was but to raise the hearts of men to the 
hopes of a better. The tidìngs had spread far and 
near through the city, that the soni of this pure and 
holy man had d^parted, and since the moming of his 
death, crowds of faìthful poor, reconciled to their lot, 
and confirmed in Christian faith and virtue by his 
teachings, kept moumful watch by day and by night 
in the Church where his remains lay in sight of the 
aitar, before which, for them, he so often bowed in 
prayer, and at last, with saddened memorìes, yet grate- 
fui hearts, pressed, for the last time, aronnd his bier, 
and prayed even as he taught them to pray for the 
eternai rest of their spiritual guide and benefactor. 
In the neighbourhood of Hìgh-street and the adjoining 
localities, crowds of people were collected from the 
earliest hour in the moming. The gates of the Church 
of St. Audeon, where the remains were deposited, were 
besieged by anxious applicants for admission. The 
shops and houses of business of every kind in the 
neighbourhood were closed; the ordinary appearances 
of busy occupation were suspended, and every thing 
arbund bespoke the most profound regret and deepest 
veneration for the departed. As the day wore on, the 
crowds became more dense, and the thoroughfare in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the church became 
ahnost impassable, so much so, that in order to keep 
order and preserve life, the police in strong force were 
required to be present. Such was the intense enthu- 
siasm of the people crushing towards the church, so as 
to be present, if possible, and join in the last tributo 
ol* respect to the memory of him who loved, like the 
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Divine Model he imitated, to dwe]} aimdst the hmnble, 
and fling the light of Christian faith and holy hope on 
the darkling homes and cold hearths of the friendless 
poor. During the sojoum of Dr. Gentili amongst us 
in life, the heroic acts of Christian love and devoted 
zeal, and charity, which marked his mission, were com- 
paratively but little known — ^they were not blazoned 
forth under the semblance of public utility, nor shown 
up to the world in the ostentatious guise of public 
charity. No, he did his Master's work in secret The 
left hand knew not of the outpouring from the right. 
The thoughtless world knew not of the glorious change 
he was efiecting in the minds and hearts of the many ; 
men paused and wondered at the mysterious increase 
of religious feeling amongst the poor, their patience in 
suffering — ^their patience under bitter privation, and 
their fortitude under temptation and persecution: but 
the world little dreamed by what agency those noble 
virtues were developed in a suffering and starving peo- 
ple. They little knew what the spirit of religion 
could effect, infused into the hearts of the poor by the 
teachings, and illustrated for their example &y the lives 
of Gentili and such as he; and only on an occasion like 
this, when death arrests from the poor their benefactor 
and their guide, that grief and gratitude unseals the 
lips of poverty, and it then speaks aloud of wanta 
relieved, and spirits raised up and comforted by him, 
who has departed from amidst the homes of the poor 
to dwell with angels. 

The doors of the church were scarcely well opened, 
when the nave and side aisles were crowded to the 
utmost. The seats reserved in front of the sanctuary 
soon began to fili with the leading Catholic citizens of 
our city and their families. The galleries also became 
thronged to excess, and at the time arranged for the 
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commencement of tl^ ceremonies, the entire churcli 
was literally crowded to the utmost. In the aisles and 
nave — ^in every available nook of the vast building — 
the people were packed ahoaost to suffocation, whilst a 
congregation, equal in nnmber, occupied the yard out- 
side, not being able to effect an entrance; and though 
outside ali were on their knees during the high mass, 
offering their prayers for the eternai repose of the 
venerated deceased. 

The ceremonies commenced at eleven o'clock. The 
prelate presiding, the Right Rev. Dr. Devereux, Bishop 
of Gautstown, (Cape of Good Hope,) and the Bishop 
Celebrant, the Right Rev. Dr. O'Cc^nor, Bishop of 
Saldes, entered the sanctuary, precedèd by a nnmerous 
body of clergy. The prelates and clergy proceeded to 
the choir, partitioned off in the midst of the nave, and 
commenced the office for the dead by the introductory 
psalm the venite. The church at this moment presented 
a most imposing appearance. After the mass, the Rev. 
Dr. Moriarty ascended the pnlpit, and taking his text 
from the epistle of the Apostle St James, he proceeded in 
a strain of the most thrilling eloquence to dwell on the 
triumphs of Christian faith and charity, over the sor- 
rows, the trials and temptations of this world. He 
quoted the inspired Apostle in describing religion pure 
and holy before G^ — " To visit the fatherless and the 
widow in their tribulation, and to be pure and un- 
spotted before the world." Such he described the Hfe 
and acts of the revered deceased to have been — snch, 
he said, was the bright Christian example he had set 
by his spotless life. The Very Rev. Preacher then 
entered into a brief narration of the life and sacerdotal 
career of the deceased, from his residence in the 
Irish College in Rome, to his last mission to his beloved 
and adopted country. He detailed the wondrous 
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resulta of hìs mission of love, the converta he had 
made to the faith, and the mnltitudes he had won back 
to the paths of gospel virtue. They weie not, he said, 
to be numbered by thousands, but he trusted that ali 
present would rejoice on the last day in seeing them 
numbered among God's elect, and signed with the 
blood of the Lamb who died for ali. The preacher, in 
a strain of sublime oratory, spoke of the mission of 
Gentili as but the beginning of a glorious epoch, the 
sowing of the good seed, which would yet bear fruit in 
the glory and prosperity of the country, and concluded 
a splendid oration by a sublime and fervent aspiration 
for the eternai welfare of the just man and great priest 
whose mortai remains they were about to commit to 
the dust. 

" The sermon produced the deepest emotion in the 
congregation. During portions of it, loud sobs were 
heard from parts of the Chuich, and many of the 
congregation, doubtless penitents of the deceased, 
seemed plunged in grief and tears. The requiem hav- 
ing concluded by the chaunting of the 'Libera,' the 
ceremonies concluded, and preparations for the funeral 
commenced. Much difficulty was experienced in re- 
moving the coffin, such was the crush of the people to 
touch it, and lay their beads and prayer books upon it 
before removaL The crowd outside was really dread- 
ful, yet, through the extraordinary activity of the police, 
under the command of Inspector Durham, no accident 
occurred. The police force acted ali through the 
funeral with the greatest efficiency. Inspector Little, 
with some men under his command, succeeded in keep- 
ing perfect order. Superintendent Walsh was at the 
cemetery, and by his exertions prevented the accidents 
which otherwise must have occurred from such a vast 
crowd of people. The streets, from High Street, even 
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to ihe cemeteiy, were literallj crowded so as to be aU 
but impassable. 

" The Society of St. Vincent of Pani, was repre- 
sented nobly at tbe fìmeraL It was nnder the auspices 
of this society that Dr. Gentili first visited IrelaDd, a 
circnmstance for which he was offcen heard to thank 
the society most ferventlj, as opening to him a fertile 
field for the dissemination of gospd tmth and the 
exercise of charìtj. The society, oountìng some 
hundred members, left the carriages, assumed their 
cloaks, and formed on the road at some distance iroxa 
the entrance of the cemetery ; they were joined by the 
several religions confìratemities in their habits and 
orders; the prelates in fìlli pontificals, preceded by the 
clergy, then formed in procession around the lower 
bier, to which the coffin was removed, and thus snr- 
soimded by acolytes, hearing nnmbers of lighted tapers, 
the procession resumed its march to the place of inter- 
ment. The scene at this point was most impressive 
and interesting. As the procession entered the ceme- 
tery gates, the crowd which had accnmnlated around 
in dense masses, respectfnlly fell back; and ali was 
hushed, save the waìling tone of the beU, and the low 
ciies and sobs of people in the crowd. Then the 
clergy began the chaunt of the ' Libera,' which was 
continued till the procession reached the vault, which 
ìs in the round space of ground, within which, the 
great O'Connell lies entombed. The crowds bere col- 
lected were enormous, and ali knelt as the prelates and 
clergy sung the 'De profundis.' The body being 
placed within the vault, the usuai ceremonial of asper- 
sion was gene through, and the benediction being 
given, the tomb cloeed on the dust of the sainted 
Gentili, and the vast crowd slowly dispersed. Truly 
in his death alone was it shown how deeply and devot- 
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edly this faithM servant of God was beloved by alL 
Truly may it be said of him: 

'*A good name is better tban precìous ointment; 
and the day of the just man's death is better than the 
day of his birth." 

CCLX. In consideration of Father Gentili's singular 
merits, and mindful that England had been the privi- 
leged field of his apostolic labours, the Provincia! 
of the Institute of Charity, wished his mortai re- 
mains to be deposited in some house belonging to the 
Institute. For this purpose, on the 29th of Septem- 
ber, he commissioned one of his English companions to 
proceed to Dublin, in order to claim the body, and 
bring it with him to Eatcliffe College, in England. 
But ali his endeavours proved fruitless. The religious 
enthusiasm of the people towards the defunct mission- 
ary, or the " saint," as he is there commonly called, 
was so great, that to attempt takiag it away by stealth, 
or force, might have caused a popular tumult. It was, 
therefore, necessary to give up the enterprise, with 
the hope of succeeding better at some future period, as 
the corpse is enclosed within three coffins, and pre- 
served in a distinguished part of the cemetery. In the 
meantime, that good and faithful people continued to 
frequent the tomb with the same veneration with 
which they would approach the relics of a saint. 

CCLXL In concluding this biography of my dear 
friend, and holy companion, Father Aloysius Gentili, 
I may observe how different the designs of God 
are to the thoughts of men. When Gentili first 
resolved upon] exchanging his position in Rome for 
the Calvary of Domodossola, and to prefer, to other 
religious orders, the infant Institute of Charity, 
which had not yet been approved of by the Church; 
and which, known to and esteemed by few, was 
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Stili, by some, derided and calumniated, while it 
had but few connectìons, or means; reduced to a 
bandirli of persons, and almost buried in a corner of 
the earth, who would not bave said, accarding* to ali 
appearances, tbat he was making a wretcbed cboice? — 
tbat be was going to burj tbe precious gifts be bad 
received from beaven? — ^tbat be was barring tbe way 
to bis ever being able to iindertake tbose great tbings 
for wbicb bis talents were adapted? Tbis, doubt- 
less, would be tbe language of tbose wbo reason 
according to tbe dictates of biiman prudence. But 
Gentili well knew tbe exceUence of tbat advice given 
US by Cbrist, viz., to cboose tbe last place at tbe mystic 
banquet (Luke xiv.) tbat is in Holy Cburcb. He 
deeply believed in wbat is affirmed by tbe Doctor of 
tbe Gentiles, tbat tbe Lord is often pleased to select 
tbe most ignoble, tbe most contemptible, and tbe 
weakest instruments, to confound and annibilate tbe 
wisdom, tbe power, and tbe glory of tbe world. (1 Cor. 
i.) He doubted not tbat to bim wbo simply seeketb 
tbe kingdom of God, and His justice, ali otber good tbings 
would be added. (Matt. vL) In fine, be acknowledged 
tbe trutb of tbat sapng of Jesus Cbrist, tbat tbe 
grain of wbeat is never so near budding and fructifying 
as wben it is put into tbe eartb to die. ( Jobn xii.) 
For ali tbese reasons be judged tbat be bad made an 
excellent cboice in selecting a mode of life devoid of 
extemal splendour, and wbicb was more conformable 
to tbe bumiliations and sufierings of tbe cross. 
Rejoicing in tbis way to abandon bimself witb an entire 
trust in Divine Providence, and to force it, so to 
speak, to demonstrate, by wonders, bow true it is tbat 
bope tberein is never confounded. And so it bappened, 
after being for a few years like a candle placed under a 
busbel on Mount Calvary, in Italy, tbe Lord was 



LIFE OF THE REV. ALOTSIUS GENTILI^ 347 

suddenly pleased to place him conspicuously on the 
candlestick in another region. He shone like a bright 
and shining light over England. As it were its new; 
apostle, by bis charity, prayer, and holy example— by 
bis eloquence, zeal, and indefatigable labours, in a 
short time he converted, to penitence and faitb, innu- 
merable souls; tbus meriting that glorious reward 
promised by the Holy Ghost Qui ad justitiam erudi - 
unt midtos fulgebunt quasi stellae in perpetuas eeter- 
nitates. (Dan. xii.) 
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